(Written to Yashushi Akashi, Assistant to U,N, Secretary~General

Kurt Waldheim and then reproduced and distributed to students

around the country by the American Zionist Youth Foundation {AZYF))
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This letter has come to Our attention and we want to bring it to yours. 1t

was written by an American Zionist student studying law and international
affairs at New York University to a member of the staff of the Secretary General:
of the United Nations after a junch discussion on the gubject. WHe are reprint—
ing it with permission from the writer and eliminating irrelevant and personal
passages. .

December 2, 1973

Dear

After our lunch yesterday I think a number of issues deserve further comment.
But for this letter I wish only to elaborate upon the Middle East and the
policies of Israel. I would not be candid if I did not express to you how
disturbed I was to learn that you believe the major issue and the current
primary focus is that of Israell return to approximately the 1967 boundaries
(more precisely ''cease-fire 1ines"). Needless to say, this is what the Arabs -
who have become rather masterful (in comparison to the recent past) at playing
to the gallery of public opinion and using rhetoric and smiles in addition to
guns and oil--would 1ike everyone to believe. No doubt the Russians have been
giving the Arabs political lessons while encouraging them to test out their new |
weapons. Indeed, the Russians are doing a rather credible job manipulating
tears and schisms in the Western world as well as between the Arab world and the
Western world. - : %

Since the issues in the Middle East are of world importance unparalleled since i
World War 1T except maybe earlier in Berlin and Cuba (and T think it could be "
argued that what was at stake in these earlier confrontations was not as crucial
or historical as what is at gstake in the Middle East), I want to try to be
completely clear in expressing how I view the situation. As well, since the
involvement of the U.N. in the Middle East is a crucial test of whether this
institution is capable of the sophistication and impartiality necessary to earn|
the respect and more importantly the trust of those of us who believe strongly
in internationalism and desperately in peace but who have been forced back to a|
modern version (a niiclear-world version) of "realpolitic" and a somewhat
nationalist stance, I feel we must imperatively express our sincere and deeply
felt viewpsinss to each other. ‘

1 am not sure you really realize how trully and deeply Israelis desire peace.
By 'peace" we do not mean a few years without war. We mean a situation where:
our neighbors will recognize and accept our existence as a Jewish State and
respect our borders (and as I have told you the Arab map of the Middle East
(l1iterally) includes an "Occupied Palestine’ but not an “Igrael"), a situatio
where the military amms race has its direction reversed so as to provide
credible and tangible assurance of the acceptance of recognition and lasting
peace, a situation where out neighbors will cooperate with us in terminating the
wretched conditions under which over a million Palestinians now live, a
gituation in which over a period of time normal relations of personal contact,
trade, and exchange can be resumed between the Arab peoples and the Jewish
people, a gituation in yhich trust, respect, and even friendship can seem at
least a reasonable goal. Such an overall situation must of course be approached
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in steps -- "peace” 1is a dynamic process and a continuing state of mind, not a
static concept or a goal to be achieved at Kilometer 101 or at Ceneva "Peace"
Confereace. It involves phases of territorial return and adjustment, defensible
and accepted borders, military earmament and weapons limitations, international
arrangements and guarantees, ald to and resettlement of Palestinians =- in other
words Resolution #242 is a reasonable basis for progress. But, most importantly
it involves a realdstic appraisal of the obstacles in front of us and a genuine
sincereity to make propgress ~- only such an approach can gradually establish

the basic elements of trust without which there will be no peace and no unravel-
ing of the hatred and fear that has evolved over the past half century.

Quite possibly outsiders do not realize how trully Israel desires "Peace"
because it has been and remains extremely difficult for us to admit to fear and
apprehension and self-doubt either to ourselves or to our enemies. Psychologic~
ally we are not sure we can allow ourselves the luxury of self-doubt and the
honesty of fear. We are afraid to fear, afraid that our enemies will interpret
weakness and will persist in a struggle that will be without end until we have
been destroyed. Israeli military strategy has to some extent used this
psychology of the big invinecible sword punishing acts against us and making
clear our superiority and depth of conviction. - Internally we have had and
continue to have quite a debate -~ to’ the outside world and especially to the
Arabs we have not been able, through sublimated fear, to bring ourselves to be
seen as less than arrogant and self-assured. All groups form an identity based
upon past history and perceived necessities. Yet, in my opinion, this first
generation of Israeli native-born (Sabras) is amazing for its openness, its
spirited culture, and its realization of the ironies of Israel's existence, If
pragmaticism has overtaken ideology it is mainly because Israel exists in the
20th century and the sabra generation especially wants to live not as "The
Chosen People," but as, after so long, a '"normal" people. The real danger
in Israel comes not from aggressive militarists or fanatical expansionists
pushing for a return to Biblical Greater Israel.. Rather, the danger comes from
too pragmatic and maybe too historical a psychology which leads people to believe
that the conflict between Jew and Arab cannot be ended and that the destiny for
these two Middle Eastern cultures is hostility and periodic war. I know quite
moderate Israelis who calmly admit that if they were Palestinians they might be
members of El Fatah. This very sengitivity, ironically, leads many on the right-
wing of Israeli politics to believe that any réal "Peace" 1is' for the foresee-
able future only an illusion or a trap and that only Israell strength can prevent
the termination for the second time of a Jewish nation. The left on the other
hand remains hopeful yet wary, is willing to take greater risks, remains ideal~-
istic and principled in terms of the linkage between soclalism and Zionism, and |
pushes for concessions and compromises in hopes that one of the doors thar might |
be opened may be the beginning to "Peace." ' The difference between left and
right in Israel is more one of optimism versus pessimism. Unfortunately, in
much of the rest of the Middle East the difference seems to be between that of
fanaticism and moderation. R :

Our arrogance and military pride come directly from our feeling and belief that |
our survival is based upon realities like tanks and impressions like invincibil-
ity. Witness the Arab joy in finding out that they can launch a surprise attack
on Yom Kippur with the full support of the USSR and for two days not be complete-
ly wiped out or condemned for such treachery. Witness the Arab joy at finding
out that they can kill 2000 Israelis and only suffer maybe 20,000 losses. They
have broken through this invincibility with which we had maybe too comfortably
surrounded ourselves -- anyway the weapons of war have now made invincibilicy
beyond humans. And witness as well the “trauma" now within Israel and persons
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within Israeli politics in realizing that a surprise attach was actually
launched against us and we are apparently being faced with the dilemma of
perpetual conflict (now with the pressure of negative world public opinion) or
territorial compromises without a real peace which will mean increasingly more
militarist policies since we would be forced to exist within a less acceptible
and more fearful environment. To the Arabs on the other hand, does the recent
wvar really mean that they have -recovered part of their pride and now will be -
willing to. make peace? - Or,..as is more likely and my regrettable conclusion,
does it mean that they will now have renewed hoperthat strategy and tactics can
lead them to’the»achievement'of,their perpetually stated goal which is the
elimination of the Jewish State which they have now at times come to phase as
the full restoration of the national rights of the Palestinians. History has
become our only guide. .U.N. resolutions, peace-keeping forces, international
principles and ‘'guarantees" -- all things that not too long ago were the focus
of much Jewish intellectual energies =-- have seemed to fail us and many others.
as well and we have-apparently decided that maybe "realpolitik" '.offers more
hope for peace, security and survival than does reliance on others who view the'
world in less dangerous- and more ldealistic terms. When you look at the world )
from Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, when you read the history of Arab attitudes toward |
Zionism, when you visit Arab capitals, when you view the tortured and mutalated |
bodies of defenseless Israeli prisoners-of-war, when you listen to the chants
of the masses in Arab streets, the only rational conclusion that you can reach

is that you cannot afford to accept vague promises based upon new theories of |
international affairs as the guarantees for your existence. From Israeli citieé
the world takes on dimensions far different than when your environment is like |
my charming vicinity of Princeton or when like you, you are burdened with the
gigantic responsibilities of upholding the ideals and principles of internation-
alism as an officer of the Secretary-General of the United Nations. You and I
have similar values and dreams, and I believe we have similar ends in mind in
the Middle East ~- but we have -to understand better not only our similar
dreams and desires but also our different fears and outlooks.’

The issue in the Middle East is not 1967 boundaries. .The issue is Zionism =- |
make no mistake about that. The conflict 1s between civilizations, ways-cf-life,
nationalisms, and psychological outlooks. The'only possible resolution at a |
jevel less than war is tolerance and gradual'acceptance and trust. Uords like
“peace' -when thought of statically are nearly useless just as is the view 'that
the matter can'be dealt with by insisting upon territorial withdrawal by the
fsraelis -~ even #242°goes significantly:further than this territorial panacea.
"peace" will be a process or the sincereity of those who preach it will remain
questionable and unconvincing. And the only reason I have any hope for this ;
“process" 1is that ratiocnally it has become apparent that war itself has outlived
its ﬁsgfulness through man's Inventiveness. In earlier times, like the White '
sManﬂiﬁﬂAmerica wiped out the Indian, it would have probably been impossible for
Jews to have survived in the Middle East. MNow the world must realize that it is
simply too dangerous to allow this lopic to be fulfilled --'in a sense this is
the trump card guaranteeing Israel's exlstence. -

The current Algiers Declaration has again put forth the Arab viewpoint -- "The
Arab world is passing through a docisive stage in its history. The struggle
agalnst Zionist invasion is a long~haul, historic responsibility that will
require still further trials and sacrifices.” As long as the Arab mind sees
Zionism as an imperialist, colonialist, oppressive phenomena there will be and |
can be no peace, and as I have implied above, World War III will be more ;
possible than otherwise. As long as "7ionism thus appears as a serious
resurgence of the colonlal systen and i1ts methods of domination and ‘economic
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exploitation" the situation will be one of conflict and hostility and 1t would
be madness bordering on suiclde for Israel to accept, hoping history has been
misread, the the now famous 2-step Arab plan to liquidate Zionism and the
Jewish State. Now, of course, many of us are intelligent enough’ to understand
and sensitlive enough to appreciate the Arab hostility toward Zionism ‘and the
linkage of Zionism theoretically with imperialism and colonialism. ~Yet, world
history 1s not as siwple so as to fit everything neatly into these terms.
Zionism is 1tself the manifestation of a successful movement for national
liberation. Its origins are in anti~colonial and anti-imperialist theories and

concepts. Of course we have made our mistakes and in certain areas gone astray.

of course we are willing to make compromises and to try to understand the other
side. But we cannot compromise our existence. And if the choice is between
historical reality and "realpolitik" or paper agreements based upon illusory
principles we really have no choice at all. Today's NEW YORK TIMES has articles
about Western Europe's fears, espacially those of France, that within 5 or 10
years Russian military and psychological pressures upon all of Europe could
result in the Finlandization of Europe ~- especially if U.S."troops are substan-
tially withdrawn. ' The French have felt it necessary to revise strategies for
nuclear war and have begun again. to publicly discuss the unthinkable, a possible
Russian invasion of Europe leading either to full surrender or full nuclear war.
Such stark alternatives are seen as making such Russian designs less thinkable
to the new Czars. How much more justified are our legitimate fears -- not for
Finlandization but for existence. . Who came to our aid in those first days of

the war and what reason is there to think the Arabs were planning to stop at the 3
1967 boundaries? The realities, a la Hans Morgenthau, deserve our fears as well
as our courage; and our insistence upon real and lasting peace, not a peace whose

overall aim is the creation of a wmore vulnerable, more fearful, and. less viable
Israel (and thus our unwillingness to confine our concerns to June 1967 or Oct.

22, 1973 boundaries), is in my opinion completely justified and deserving of the :

support of intelligent people of good will.

Where was the U.N. on October 6th and in the following few days? U Thant‘s
seriously deficient and unsophisticated moves in 1967 -come to mind. How can
the Security Council be taken seriously when it adopts a role of military
participant through its hypocritical decision to apply principles only to one
side after 17 days and then to pretend that the important issue 1s whether the
hour and minute of its cease~fire demand is observed? When the next round of
fighting breaks out should we wait until the U.N. decldes that enough Israelis
have been killed knowing damn well that the Security Council will not respond
until then or until we are destroying the forces that attacked us? I remailn an
internationalist. But the cloak of authority and power under the title "U.N."
doesn't hide the fact that this organization continues to allow itself to

become a participant in the struggle -- not an impartial high-principled arbiter
acting independently and justly. A politicized U.N. unable to apply internation-

alism or think transnationally will become the enemy of 1ts professed ideals.
1f war should break out again can we expact the U.N, to act against the
aggressor =-- or are we always the aggressors be 1t by striking to preampt or by
striking to defend? Maybe the Israell decislon to wait and take it this time
was a uistake, too big a concession to world opinion versus learned realities.
One trully wonders where the U.N. would be if Israel's existence were again
really immediately at stake. Even in 1948, with a favorable U.N. politically,
only guns and our own struggle made Israel's existence a viable reality -—the
U.N. helplessly watched and lgnored the pleas of the State it had just help
create.
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The Arab two-step plan is clear for all to see and understand if they are
willing. Hitlers MEIN KAMPH was available as well. The latest Declaration
from.Alglers again makes the basic Arab position crystal clear: ™. . . the
process of Arab liberation. . . . 3. Ewvacuation §§4§§§é§§ of the occupied
§§§§‘§3§§§{§§§§$; and first of all Jerusalem. 2. Re-establishment of the

full national rights for the Palestinian people. So long as-these two positions
have not been met, it will be illusory to expact in the Middle East anything
but a continuation of unstable and explosive situations and new confrontatioas.”

How long can anyone compare Jerusalem under pre-1967 Arab rule (and from Jordam
more could have been expected) with the free, open, and progressive situation’
of post-19677 How can you crmpare the use of the Wailing Wall for a latrine i
with the Israeli respect for :oly shrines of all faiths? How can the use of
Jewish grave stones for roads be compared with a thriving city gpen to the "

world?

How can those who refuse their own “brothers” any hope of settlement within
the vast “Arab nation" talk of the rights of the Palestinians. "Full" rights
for either Jews or Arabs is only the cover for no rights for ome of these
groups. How can the treatment of Jews in Egypt and Syria be compared with the
trearment of Arsbs §§y§§§§§§?;‘§§§ can Arab handling of prisoners be compared
with Israeli concern for each human life? o .

5 %

Please do not mistake §§’§§§§§'§§ ideas. We in Israel have a long way to go

in terminating discrimination and psychological racism. We in Israel have to
recognize our obligations to the displaced Palestinians -- Colda Meir is wrong
on this peint. We in Israel have to deal better and more fairly with the
inhermnt dual-class nature of a Jewish State administering a population of a
Jewish majority and Arab minority. And I, as an “outsider” myself, and

as an American Jew think we in Israel must strike a better balance between
pragmatism and ideals. The social and humanitarian concerns of the Jewish
people and the creation of .a just society carry lasting importance. Just glance
at the political landscape of Israel if you think we aren't aware of our
problems and responsibilities. But if our existence 1s terminated our problems
and responsibilities will not exist and if we are forced to the wall as Amos
Kenon writes we can only respond by escaping from such a perilous situation.
Both sides must mean about the same thing when they use the word "peace”, and
any lasting peace must be built upon a lasting foundation. Pressure from

those who do not know the realities of the Middle East and from those who have
idealistic notions and well-meaning ideas caanot be allowed to persuade us in |
the absence of tangible progress and concrete developments. Isolation can _
only increase our awareness that right now the only guarantee of our existence
is our strength. Rather than helping the cause of peace the recent actions .
of such governments as Japan and the European Community (however understandable)
will only fuel the Arab drive for eventual victory while causing an even (
greater inwardness and reluctance to compromise within Israel. The dynamics of
paace require resoluteness and continuing alliances. Current developments

are not in that direction. Yet, I assure you, it is we who will be the first
to travel the road toward lasting peace when it exists and it is we who will
fight as hard for progress.along that road as we have fought along the Cairo~
Suez road in time of war. .

The conditions now §§§‘§§§3§§ by the Arabs §§§<§§§%§§§ more than {%§;§§§§i§§*

century-old plan to eventually eliminate Israel from the Middle East. These

two conditions are only the current version,-and I admit a more sophisticated
{over}
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version, of unchanged Arab policies. Men of good will are now supposed to

think that the Arabs simply and justly want some territories back while making

it it continually clear that only the intransigence and belligerance of Israel
stands in the way of peace. Meanwhile within the Arab world condition number

two receives tha greatest attention as the Arabs outdo each other to assure
everyone that the new two-step strategy will mean that condition two can be imposgs
by forces at some future date.’ Such policies are familizr. ¥or over a quater-
century as well the Arab peoples through their governme:its havé proclaimed to the
outside world how concerned they are for the Palestinain peopiz, ver they i
have let their "brothers" rot in filth refusing te ba:tar thzir conditions or
allow them access to the larger society of the myi=:cal “Arac n2tion”. The oil
riches flow to the feudal aristocracies but the Falastinians lie in the mud
having no alternative but to turn to the gun and t> the radicilism of leftest 1
dreams. A policy of words and principnles for the world gallery of public opinion
and a policy of brutal inhumanity and comrlzicency for the Middlas East. "I ;
know Israelis who wept for the human sufferzng in 1970 when Jz-dan wived out

the Palestinains from its territories and in 1972 when tre Letanese army

battles the Palestinian forces. 1T wonder if Arabs wept as well. Is there
something about the Arab and Moslem psyche that can be dascribad in ocur terms

as "bloodthirsty?" Is there a psychological dimension to the concept of Holy

War that accounts for what has been going on in the Middle Ezzt? I have been

in Egypt and I have marveled at the civilization and at the culture. 1 have
friends in Cairo whose sons and husbands are killing my Israeli friemds. I

do not in any way hate the Arabs -- but when the battle is razing I do wonder if
they hate me. Cross-cultural understanding is the only key to peace in the
Middle East but what do we do in the meantime and is it possible?

And, if as some people still insist, the real issue is really that of the nost-
1967 boundaries and the “occupied territories,” how does one explain the 19567
war itself, which took place obviously before there were such territories, and
the blood-cirdling threats that emmanated from every Arab capital in the weeks
oreceding the war when it was thought Israel was being straneled? Surely the
nonsense of who fired the first shot and of "Israeli aggression” in the face of
the 1967 developments cannot blind one to the fact that the icsue then was the
slow strangulation by capitulation or milicary response. I will even 2zree that
Nassar did not want war -- but this was precisely because he knew he would be
destroyed and couldn’t possibly win. He did want Israel's destruction. If
things have really changed than there must be an affirmation in deed as well as
word. Instead we get the Alpiers Declaration and talk about nuclear weapons.

I began this letter by explaining how we in Israel fear to fear. We will have
to learn, if and when a real dynamic peace “process" begins, that the Arab i
Middle East is our home and we will have to accomodate ourselves to this reality?
as well as to our heritage. But we cannot under present cicumstances make i
such progress in this task when our enemies have forced us to perpetuate the !
self-fulfilling battles of hastility and irresolveable conflict., And I streaglyﬁ
believe that we will be less and less able to deal with the issues and prior—~
ities that could lead to a de-escalation of this hatred-and fear if those men
of good will throughout the world isolate us and turn us either out of their own
selfish self-interest or because they allow themselves to believe that it is we
the Israelis who are the enemine of a true peace, that it is we who have in our
hands the keys to turning Arab-Jewish hostitlity along the paths of cooperation,
that it is we who will not meet the reasonable Arab demands by returning to
earlier cease-fire lines from which we were earlier forced hy threats to our
existence. Would vou, if vou were the Prime Minister of Israel, rveturn fo lines,
within the context of todav's military technology and present world polirieal
{over}



‘gas

conditions, which would place Arab guns at the very hearts of your major cities,
Arab guns over the hills controlling your kibbutzim, and Arab armies along
indefensible borders? Would you accept and rely upon U.N. Yeuarantees" and

U.S. pledges in view of historical developments and current political conditions?
Is it not the process rather by necessity a gradual one and is not trhe willing -
ness to accept a gradual approach the real test of sincerity? - Is it not real
peace by necessity a dynamic process : territories for signs of acceptance,
military demilitarizations and dearmament, secure borders plus guarantees;
deescalation of hatred and hostility internally as well as externally (domes-
tically in what the Arab leaders tell their own people as well as what is

said for international public opinion) for cooperation as regards Palestinian
refugees; etc. Only a dynamic and a gradual peace is possible and meaningful.
The explosive possibilities otherwise make any other approach to peace not

only unlikely to succeed but possibly the road to even more devastating conflict
and the future involvement of other states in the Middle East quagmire.

He have just lost 1856 men and thousands of others will be scared for their life~
times. With our population we have suffered a tremendous catastrophe. He

have just been forced to kill thousands of young Arabs sent to kill us by their
fanatical leaders and the passions instilled in them since they were born.

We have just allowed ourselves to be manuevered into the position where we feared
more the reactions of our friends if we struck preemptively or even if we
mobilized then we feared an Arab strike. Remember those guarantees of 1870 when
the War of Attrition ended? Remember how the very moment the agreement begzan

the Arabs moved their forces and their Russian missles up to the canal in

direct violation of the agreement? Those were the missles and forces that drew
our blood less than three years later. MNow, we are asked to let the Arab armies
de facto or de jure along with the Russian bear move again closer to our borders
without a real “process” of peace. What can possibly be our answer?

Come to Israel and see the reaction to our dead and hear and see the rezetion

of young Israelis who have been forced to kill young Arabs. Read THE SEVENTH
DAY writrten by Kibbutz soldiers after the last war inm 1957, Then zo to Laliro
and Damascus and see if the talk is of mourning and the horror of war --

rather I am afraid you will hear questioning of why the war wasn't continued and
the glory of fighting for the sake of fighting. : :

I hope you will find this letter responsive to the discussion we had on the
Middle East. I believe that we share most goals and ocutlooks and that you could
give me and possibly I deserve a good lecture on internationalism and the ab-
solute necessity to move toward world peace. Till we have the chance to

further discuss these issues, I send you my best and warmest regards.

Host sincerely,
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Israel is & stdate which belongs nowhere because it
comes from nowhere. .
~~Lebanese UNESCO delegate,
21 November 1974

by Mark Bruzonsky
and Israel Singer

Thev have decided that Israel does not have the right
to exist; therefore she does not exist. This spiri-
tual abolition of Israel justifies in advance her
physical annihilation. It is the extermination pro-
cess perfected by the totalitarian svstems of the
twentieth century,

~-~Jean-Paul Sartre, et. al.

Reporters descended upon Kilometer 101. BEgyptians and Israelis were
engaged in disengaging. For some this drama signaled the earliest
beglonings of an uneasgy co-existence between the Jewlsh State and
the most important of the Arab states. Many see in.the recent
second-stage Sinal agreement further reason for cautious hove. The
Middle East has apparently come to its senses.

Hevertheless, planning for war procseds on all sides, This is =&
realization overlooked at grave peril, The Middle East is simply,
it can be argued, in the midet of another truce. Ever since the

* Mark Bruzonsky is now living in Washington, D.C., writing and
consulting on international sf§§§§§§“‘§srss} Singer is on the
faculty at Brooklyn fis].:e*
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1948 war, truce periods have been preparastory pericds, And the
preparations go on not only at the military level. Political

and psychological conditioning are weapons in themselves. And tha
enrire world has become the chess board. WASHINGION PDST columnist
Stephen S. Rosenfeld earlier this year termed current developments
Moo Mideast War! for .8, Oplalen™. % President Badat's 0.5, visit
has brought this theme even more into the open. Now the immence
importance of world opinion and of superpower support are recognized
as key determinants of the actual outcome of battlefield confronta~
tions, wars of words, slogans and images have taken on added signifi~-
fcance.®*®

The post-Yom Kippur War period has, in this context, been marked by
far more than shuttle diplomacy. The Arab caspaign to de-legit-—
mize Zionism--which is by definition Jewish nationalism and conse-
quently the very raison d'etre of the State of Israel--must be
considered one of the most ominous signs forecasting further Arab
onslaughts. The truce of October 1973, may at anv moment collapse.
As long as the efforts to fan the flames of a new anti-Semitism and
to undermine the existence of Israel continue, Israel remains a

nation under siege,

A Long-Haul Historic Responsibility

Immediately after the Yom Kippur War's guns were silenced, the Arab
states revealed in Algiers a declaration of perpetual animosity. "The
Arab world is passing through a decisive stage in 1ts historv,"” the
Algiers Declaration stated. "The struggle against Zionist invasion

is a long-haul historic responsibilicy that will require still further
trials and sacrifices.”

This was a declaration of perpetual war on Zionism which replaced the
post-Six Day War resoclution at Khartoum which proclaimed: '"No nego-
tiations, no recognition, no peace.™ This declaration in Algiers was
in fact to become the opening round to two vears -- so far — of
scathing attacks on the very idea of Jewish nationalism and a Jewish
State. Under cover of this slandering of Jewish national existence

a campaign of periodic warfare could become "justifigble™. The Arabs
apparently are even hoping that future warfare against "Zionism" can
be actually be said to be sanctioned by majority vote of the United
Nations and other international institutions. Onlv the Blind will

% 28 March 1975. See also Theodore Draper, "The United States and Israel:
**Ti1t in the Middle East,” COMMENTARY . Til 1975.
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fail to appreciate that today’s attack on “Zionien” is the same as
vesterday's assault on "Israel.” The barrage is zugainst the exis-
tence of any Jewlish State in the HMiddlie East, not on whatevey set
of specific boundaries the state exists within. This is the sig-
nificance of the debate on "Zionism” this vear in the General
Assembly of the misnomered "United” Nations. TFor if Zionism is
racism and if erasure of racism is legitimate, in this context,
neo-anti~-Semitism disguised as anti-Zionism is a hideous feature
of contemporary international soclety.

These two years of psychological warfare at first caught -Israel as
unprepared as had the Yom Kippur War. The shockwaves of October
had not even subsided before the new diplomatic and political-psy-
chological challenges began repeatedly to storm Israel’'s position
and standing in the international community.

In November 1973 at the uwwcting of the Council of Ministers of the
Organization of Africun Unlty, the African nations for the first
time denounced "World Zivnlen” urglug “wolldarity with the Palestine
people.” Between 1971 to Oituber 1973, 1% African nations had ’
broken relations with Iwrsel. Nine did so during the war, and 10
have done so since. The Algiers Declaration soon followed. News-
paper advertisements begen uppearing in American Jailies. (One,
for instance, signed by the Minister of State of Saudl Arsbia,
announced, after wishiug the American people & Happy New Year, "We
lived in Palestine for two thousand years and when we resisted dis-
placement by a foreign state the Americans brandec us aggressors.")

In April of 1974 the Security Council of the U.N. condemned Israeldi
retaliation against PLO camps without even mentionlng the barbaric
provocation at Kiryat Shimona. The U.S. too was caught unprepared
and uncertain. For the first time she falled to cast & velo on such
a blatantly political resolution ~- something now unthinkable with
Daniel Moynihan as the new U.S. Representative. Twc months later
the Islamic Foreign Ministers meeing in Kuala Lumper "decided to
continue Jihad for the liberation of the Holy City o Jerusalem'.

A year later the Sixth Foreign Ministers meeting the formal call to
expel Israel from the U.N. was to prompt determined U.8. efforis to
prevent such a catastrophy — in 1974, no U.S. resporse at all.

Of course, the asppearance of the PLO at the U.N. General Assembly
session in the fall of 1974 climaxed the Arab plot to %s‘ésgéiégééig
Zionism and make Israel an international pariah. In Arafat's speech
however. much he spoke of was creams and olive branches, a call for
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the "replacement" the ganatized euphemism for Israel's destruction.
Arafat, relative of Nazi~collaborator Hajj Amin el-Husseni, seemed
determined to carry out the once-Mufti of Jerusalem's unyielding
policies. What was most frightful, however, was not the Arafat
charade, but the unrestrained glee with which the assembled inter-
national soclety applauded. And then of course, in November, the
well-publicized UNESCO actions brought a culmination to the first
year of Arab psychological warfare.

The Tone Was Clearly Defensive
Ambassador Tekoah's October, 1973, U.N. speech rightly insisting

that Zionism too is & movement for national 1iberation was a rather
defensive beginning to the first year of rhetorical battle. As the
Ambassador then said, "Iy was not my intention to speak at this stage
of the meeting; the statement delivered by the representative of
Saudi Arabia compels me, however, to do so." But Tekoah went on to
give one of his most-quoted speeches. Nevertheless, the motivations
and tone were clearly defensive. (see Ambassador Tekoah's speech in

this issue.)

Until recent months, in fact, both Israel and the U.S. had notr fully
grasped the implications of the vilification campaign to make Zionism
something of an international outlaw. But during this second year of
assault, both countries have counterattacked. When the "Arab grand
design''* became evident both the U.S. and Isracl have been able to
respond with considerable force and conviction. The events of this
second year which led to the counterattacks have been numerous and
until recently the momentum uppeared llkely to result in either
sanctions or suspension et the LN,

When the Thieu regime fell tn South Vietnam there was considerable
gymbolism when the lsrael! Fmhassy was Caken over by the PLO. A
month or two before the PLO had becoms the flrst non-governmental
organization to be 1iuted in the offlclial U.N. "Blue Book" -- in
effect a statement of U.N. vecognition of the PLO as something akin
to a government-in-exlle. In May, 1975 the UNESCO Executive Board
further acted against furael effectively barring her from two con-
ferences (one in 1975 and one in 1976) of Mwditerranean countries
where treaties assuring mutual recognition of university diplomas
are to be drafted. This move recalled how in 1974 the newly cre-
ated U.N. Economic Commigsion for Western Asia (Middle East) be-

came the first regional Economic Commission to refuse membership
to a State in the region. Also in May, the World Health Organization,

*For aﬁ extensive summary of the post-UN"CO Arab initiatives see
i1liam Korey, "The Arab Grand Design,\ :DSTREAM, Oct. 1975, p. 8.



(WHO) urged cooperation with the PLO -- WHO was prevented from
sanctioning Israel only by advance protest from half a dozen U.S.
Senators, 45 Congressman, and a purposeful delay by the Senate
Foreign Relation Committee in approving U.S. funding for WHO.

In June, the International Labor Organization (ILO) did grant
official status to the PLO and the U.S., under proding from
AFL-CIO President George Meany, 1s currently taking steps to
leave the ILO.

A little discussed but rather significant development tock place

at the ILO meeting. Gideon Ben-Isrsel of Israel was elected to

the 24-man ILO Governing Board at the same time that an Algerian

was defeated. The explanation is simple but revealing. Unlike the
usual contemporary procedures in international forums, this vote

was by secret ballot. Many countries took the opportunity to
challenge Arab "petrodollar diplomacy," which one African U.N.
delegate recently indicated ties Arab support for Africa “to

black Africa's willingness to line up solidly with the Arabs against
Israel,..''#®

Another little known development took place during the summer. Two
of four preparatory meetings for the 1976 Montreal conference on
urban problems voted to recommend exclusion of Israel from the event.
And then in July at the International Womens Year Conference the
campaign to make Zionism something for all the Third World to
struggle against reached its peak. At this Mexico City conference
-- where the Arabs led a walkout when Mrs. Rabin spoke -- a major
U.N. gathering actually called for the elimination of Zioniswm. And
in the final vote only the U.S. and Israel registered their opposi-
tion! The perfideous pasmaye readat

Women as well us wen together whould el lminate colonialism,
neo-colonisliam, fmperialism, foreign domination and occu-
pation, Zionium, apurtheid, raclal discrimination, the ac-
quisition of land by force and the recognition of such ac-
quistion, since such practices reflect incalculable suffer-
ing on women, man aud children.

The post-Yom Kippur war of words hud reached a new apogy. Israel's
suspension from the U.N. sppeared to be a growing possibility. (see
a commentary of the Women's Conference in this issue.)

But the Maexico City travesty and.then what took place later that same

month at the Sixth Tslamtc Foredign Ministers Conferance in Jidda

*See ''Black Africans al@l N. Question Extent and Motives of Arab Aid,"
in New York Times, 23 B cber 1975




provoked a carefully coordinated U.S.-lsrsel counterattack which has
had increasing effect. Heforas the opwnlug of the U.N. session two
occurrences blunted the Arub design even though the Arab states
appeared so self-assured that i{n Jiddu they called unequivocally for
Israel's expulsion from the U.N. and for all nations "to sever their
political, cultural, snd diplomatic relations with Israel.'*

Escalate.... Isolate....

The first development, one previewed by the secret vote at the ILO,
came as Third World nations began to bolt from petrodollar imperialisn
and black-mail. At the OAU meeting in Kampala, Uganda, in late July
the call for Israel's expulsion from the U.N. was surprisingly rejected.
In March, 1974, Egypt's Foreign Minister Ismail Fahmy had indicated
that “It is inevitable that we escalate the campaign of isolating and
reiecting Israel from the international community and from the U.N."
and on 20 July, 1973, the Jidda resclutions were buttressed with s |
joint Saudi Arasbian-Egyptian communique endorsing the call for Israel’s
expulsion. Egypt, however, was feeling in Kampala the pressure of the
.8, ~Isrssl counteraitack in addition to the defections of 2 growing
nusher of Third World governments, HMexico Cifv was 'z cilmax that could
not be repeated. A wmonth after Kampala, in fact, at the Conference of
Non-Aligned that took place in Lima, Peru —— a conference the Arabs

had long looked to as the appropriate warmup for the coming General
Assembly ssession —= the Arabs had to settle for a ¢all for Sscurity
Council imposition of sanctions under Chapter 7 of the Charter, clearly
only & rhetorical blast with a3 U.S. vetoc 8 certainty.

Face - sasfia? Gesture

In a sense, all of the discussion about the Zionism equals racism
resolution (which will probably be passed by the General Assembly in
December even though at the rime of this writing support is eroding)
is somewhat anti-climatic. The very proposal of this resolution
was largely a face-saving gesture. The campaign to bring about U.N.
sanctions against Israel or Israeli suspension from the General As-
sembly & la the action taken against South Africa in 1974 has failed.
*Another little known development is that this conference also set
up & permenent 13 state committee (including the PLO) to conduct a
global campaign to make Jerusalem "once again, Arab, free, pure and
dedicated to Allah and the faith.” So much for even the ludicrous
attempt to convince public opinion of the democratic, secular state
proposition.
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The most interesting develupments &t the 1975 U.N. session are not
Arab tactics but rather the forcefuluess and determination with
which Israel aud the U.8. have gone from siricctly defense to a
counteroffensive.

A Matter of Time
About the time TIME MAGAZINE detailed the whos and hows of "Pushing

the Arab Cause in America,"* statements of what America should do if
Israell expulslon or suspension actuully come about were becoming
sbundant. Arcthur Goldberg, John Scali and then Pat Moynihan at his
confirmation hearing as U.S. Representative to the U.N. all made
press headlines. When it became clear that the Arab campaign was
gathering momentum at Jidda, Secretary Kissinger spoke out, warning
of the "empty shell” the U.N. could become. Resolurions sponsored
by a majority in each chamber of the Congress addressed the issue.
Jewish organizations joined the counteroffensive and gathered an
impressive list of former U.S. Ambassadors to the U.N. who joined

in an cpen statement to Secretary-General Waldheim indicating that
should Israeli suspension occur "The U.N. would be severely impaired
and its complete disintegration only a matter of time.'&=

¥What happened at the OAl ssssion in Hampala and then in Lima cannot
sclely be attributed to the forcefulness with which Israel and the
H.8, counterattacked during 1975, bur there can bBs lirrlse doubt thar
the sense of determination, the patient explanations, as well as the
unmistakesble threats all played a special role in reversing the
thrust of the Arab drive for a majfor political victory. The Arabs
may have helped defeat their own plans by over-playing their hand;
coercing, bribing and blackmailing become tiresome and especially so
after pay-offs are delayed or not forthcoming.

For the U.8., the spectre of a UN. promoting economic nationali-
zations without compensation, failing to condemn the most brutal
forms of international terrorism, calling for the liquidation of
member states, and breathing life into new forms of anti-Semitism,
finally became something of a nightmare.

When the Arabs retreated to & resolution which would have little

* 23 June 1975, pp. 17, 20. . e
** The test is available from the Institute of Human Relations of the
Amevican Jewish Committee.
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practical effect but immence importance psychologically,first
Moynihan, then the Secretary of State, and then the President
himself all elevated the matter of Zionism's inclusion in the
anti-racism resolution to one of major national and international
importance. ''An obscene act' puffed Moynihan, still accepting
applause for his Idi Amin truths, while the President restrained
himself to fully supporting his U.N. Ambassador and deplored "in
the strongest terms" the resolution.

The Congress meanwhile acted swiftly., In the House, an unpre-
cedented 433 wponsors at the time of this weiting have endorsed a
resolution condemning the Third Commi{ites's resolution and urging
its defeat by the Guueral Assembly. In the Senate, a simllar
resolution has already buen wpproved by voice vote and Senators
Javits and Stone have threstunsd a cut-off of U.N. funding should
the resolution be passed.

Israel, too, has unlesshed a counterattacking war of wordas. U.N.
Ambassador Chalm Herzoy has worked strenuosly. In & sense the

Third Committee vote ltwelf was an {fndicution of his considerable
effectiveness, which may explain Ambassador Moynihan's embrace of
Herzog as the vote was tallied. In Mexico City, the U.S. and

Israel were actually alone in opposing the final resolution while

on this vote, 27 other countries voted opposed and another 27
ubstalned with 16 ubsent -~ this in u budy where 74 of the 142
states do not even have diplomatic relations with Israel! Even
should the resolution finally pass the General Assembly -~ and
notably Yugoslavia and Chile have already announced changed positions
(Yugoslavia backing tabling of the resolution and Chile planning
elther to abstailn or vote against ) -— a sizeable opposition vote
is now assured and will be something of a pay-off for the successful
counteroffensive only recently begun.

In addition to Herzog, Foreign Minister Allon in his 30 September
remarks to the Ceneral Assembly made Israel's determination to
resist all attempts at slandering Zionism unequivocal. And he set
the tone for the new U.S.~Israel policy of direct confrontation on
all blatantly political or one-sided resolutions. '"'We are assaulted
every vear," Allon trumpeted

in language so venemous and vile as to defy all canons of
civilized behaviour. In assembly after assembly in recent
years, in conference after ‘conference, resolutions are adopted
by automatic majorities, demanding we submit to this abusive
tyranny, that we, in effect, dismg ‘e our state, that we

Y
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commit national suicide. No regard whatsoever 1is ﬁaid in
these resolutions to truth or to reality.

Do Not Plan To Live In Peace

The new forcefulness which both Herzog and Allon have exemplified
should awaken all Jews to the opportunity lurking in this situation
of continual political-peychological warfare. Just as the Arabs
hiave tried unsuccessfully (o weparate Jews from Zionista, they are
now attempting to draw distinctions between [srael and Zionism.
Apparently the public tulk of coexistunce with lsrael does not have
to be matched (they have concluded) with willingness to coexistence
with “Zionism."* The Arab countries are trylng to have it both ways
~=attempting to convince world public opinfon that they are willing
to live with Israel (f only Turael would #ive back the occupied
teritories, and cuntlnuiug ‘o ineist (hat "Z{onlsm'" 18 an evil that
must be destroyed und thereby thelr own talk of peace and compromise.

As a consequence of this contradictory approach on the part of the
Arabs, the opportunity created for Jews 18 two~fold. First, Israel

is a Jewish State and that Zionism is the raison d'etre of our state
as well as the absolutely legitimate national liberation movement of
the Jewish people. $ince the Arab states continue t6 condemn Zionism,
it is clear they do not plan to live in peace with the Jewish State
of Israel whatever her boundaries. Consequently, the demands for
Israel to return territories to the Arab states or to the Palestinians
aré premature and unreasonable. Even U.N. Resolution #242 calls for
territorial return only in exchange for real peace and security.
Israel seeks peace and is ready to discuss return of territories, but
a minimal condition is @ true Arab willingness to coexist with Israel,
and this means a willingness to accept Zionism. As Stephen Rosenfeld’
remarked in the WASHINGTON POST after Sadat's outburst on Zionism at
the National Preas Club 1in Washington, "Is 1t not inconsistent to
accept the actual existence of Israel as a state but to denounce the
doctrine which expresses Jews' claim to a state of thelr own?''*%

* According to Sadat, at the National Press Club in Washington on 28
October, 1975, "We are not against Jews but we are agalnst Zionism.

** "Sadar's Lesson In '"Moderation',"WASHINGTON POST, 31 October ]975.
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It should furthar be pulnced vut that the fedue of the palestinians
has bean distorted by Arib spulogletu aw wall., The problem is not
Tgraell unwillinguews to recogulze the vighte und sspirations of
the palestinian people, but Pulestinlan wnd Arub unwillingness to
recoygnize the righty und aspirations ot the Juwlsh people. This
wiog the reason for the Arab attvack on lerasl (n 1948 and this sad
truth formed the busls forv the strunglu-hold the Arab states cried
to administer in 1967. The campalgn to du-legltimize Zloniam 14
only proof thuat little haw beasicly chauged® As Forelgn Minlster
Allon also said In hils rucent wpeech belore the Cenerul Assembly,
"If the matter at lesue Ls a Falr and constructive solution for the
problem of Palestiniun lduntity, Isruel's response is emphatically
positive." But unfortunuately Allon knows that the baeic 1ssue 1s
not recognition of Palewcintan ddunticy, but ucceptance of Jewish
national 1dentity. Lack of wuch wcceaplancw (8 Lhe primary undare
lying reason for the Aruab cawpalgn to du“iuﬂflfmlzu and isolate
Zionism, and for the content ws wull of Arulfai's addyess in 1974,

Littie Experience

The gecond aspect of the oppomtunity the Arab wssaulc on Zionism
presents Jews has to do with whuat Zlontww wetually is. What the

"~ Arabs have done 1a provide 4 yueveptive atwonphure into which Jewa
can now emit to all the world the real fuciuw und explanations

about Zioniam. How unfortunste that Mayor Beume in New York didn't
have the skill to cordlally welcome Prewldent Sadat to the Unilted
States while publicly tuking the opportunity to give him a few
comments - about Zionism. In Saudi Arabia, visltors are given

"The Protocolu of the Elders of Zion'", {n New York Sadat could have
been given a copy of Arthur Hertzbery's 'THI ZIONLST IDEA.

For many nations and individuale, Zlonism {y a term only heard in
connection with racism, colonfalism, and ifmperlalism. They have
litcle experience with Jewa or ant{-Scmitiam und hurdly any with
Zionism. Barry Rubin {8 right in polnting out that the votes of
various states at the U.N, do not actunlly stem from antl-Semicism.
They can be much more reuadily explalued by Arab tuctics such as
trading votes on mabters dear to African natlons for African sup-
port on Middle Bast mutters, und by Arab petrodollar entisements

* See footnotes = next page



and blackmail compuigna, "Our failure in the U.N., "writes
Yoseph Lapld in Muurlv, "ia not the result of anti-Semitic con-
spiracy or of the breakdown of {nternatiovnal ethicae. . . The
Third World nations ~- Asla und Africa -- do not know at all

what anti-Semitism 1a",% , , . or what Zionism 18 for that matter.

Of course some natlonw can be singled out for the manner in which
they treat thelr Jewlwh clitizens. Aud there are, of course, some
Arab states which would like nothing belter than to give rise to
a neo-anti~Semltism, especially In the U.8. But on the whole, the
Arab compaign to de-legitimize Zionism has succeeded through more
realpolitik political and economic techniques. A contributing

factor until recently has been the slowness with which both Israel
and the U.8. have conntaratt ackead, .

(* from p. 13) Three interesting books recently published 11lumin-
dte the overall Arab atiitude toward Israel and Zionism. See John
Laffin, THE ARAB MIND (Cassell, London: 1975 -=- to be published in

the U.S, by Taplinger); Gil Carl AlRoy, BEHIND THE MIDDLE EAST
CONFLICT, THE REAL IMIPASSE BETWEEN ARABS AND JEWS (Capricorn, N.Y.:
1975); and Albert Meummi, JEWS AND ARABS (0'Hara, Chicago: 1975).
Also, Joan Peters, "In Search of Moderate Egyptians,"” COMMENTARY,
May 1975, p. 57.

* Quoted in Barry Rubin, "Jews, Israel, and the Third World,"
WORLDVIEW, July/Aug 1975,p. 28,
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ZIORISH AND INTERMATIONALISH:
NECESSARILY IH OPPOSITION?

The Basic Idsological Schisw:

#1sportant periocds of history are churacterized by the circum .
fevsnce within wnich the sympathy of men extendd « « + + o+ 2 ’
Beginning with the ninetsenth century in the Western world snd
with the twentieth century iu the Orient, the circumference wss
sat by satiomality » » . » .But the circumfersnce of sympathy
nsed not remain forsvaer drawn as it is today. With the tyvans-
forpation of social snd ecomoumic life, with the growing inter—
dependence of sll nationaliries on & ghrinking earth, with a
new dirzsction to educstion, the eircunference may widen to in-
cluds supranationsl areas of coummon intarest and comson sympathy.
Such an extention of solidarity, should it come, will arise only
as & rasult of a struggle of upprecedented ﬁgaggiﬁgs,**

. Hans Kohn

Jewish nationalsim was one of the first and is ona of the last. .

Dispersed nearly two millesonis ago and productive of many of the world's gresatest
humanists, internationalists, and revoluntionalists, the Jewish people raturned to
polirical nationalism at a time when the natlou-state itself was under severe
challenge as archaic and unresponsive to humsn progress. Socialist internationalism
had laid claim to the “progressive’ mantle. AL the ideological level, debate for
Jewish wminds and allegiasnce between PromotLers of Zionism and advocates of interna~
tiopalism has been ever-present. §till, Zionism succeeded.

In the 1970's Zionism is challenged in many circles less as an atavistic, tribal
mentality and more for its alleged association with tmperialism, colonialism, and
racism. Whenever "progresaive groups gather of late, they manage to insert imto
their declarations condemnations of lsrael's ideological raison d'etre. Even at the
International Women's Year U.M. conference in the summer of 1975 in Mexico City, the
final declaration trumpstsed:

“Yomen as well as man together should eliminate colonialism, neo
colonialism, imperialsim, foreign domination and occupation, Zionism,
apartheid, racial dlscrimination, the acquisicion of land by force
and the recognivion of such scquislcion, since such practices rsflect
incalcuable suffering on women, men and children.”

While significant political progress in the Middle East is at least arguable, in
regards to the Arab State at least, the brutal and relentless ideological attack
upon Israsal seems to be escalation.

Even with what soms see ss political moderation in some quarters of the Arab
world (“moderate” relative to the past, that is), Israsel's existence remaing seriously
challenged. No matter what agreements might be reached in coming years, Israel is
ever more cast as an outcast, the Arabs ever more alert for weakness and signs of
isolarion. The wild applause for gun-totting Yassir Arafat at the General Asseubly
of ths United Nations in 1974 was i{pdicative of the mass hysteria anti-Zionism is8
capable of unleashing. To many Jews, anti-Zionism is & sugar coating for an anti~
semitism all too well known,

Even though ifsrael's creation a quarter-century ago gymbolized the dacline of
leftist~inspired Jewish anti-Zionism, the Jewish internationalist is gtill most prong
to be influsnced by the i{declogical slanders designed to delegitimize Zionism. The
ideclogical campaign to iink Zionism with reactionary and conservative attitudes is
& major aspect of the curvent world - wide Arab public relations offensive. Parallels
betwsen Israsl and Vietnam ars politically falacious, but mads ss Isrsel’s bictevest
opponents sttespt the well financed i{nternational isclation of the Jewish State.

. For these two ressons -~ the Avsb-led propagands campaign and the susceptibility
of Jewish universalists to anti~Zioniat iefrist slandey —— Zionists must understand the
need to re-think the presantstios of their own nationalist credo. As military stresgth
will deter further Arsh militsry provocations, 80 ideclogical strength will cause an
sventual and to Arsb dreaming for an eventual triumph over the Jews and their Stata.

The devslopments of incrassed propaganda and ifs conseguentisl sffects should
not throw Zionists totslly onteo the defensive: polirical and economic pressurss <an
te blamed to & congiderabls sxtsat for the worlid-wide anti-Zionist rhetroic, rather

lyane Kohn, THE IDEA OF NATT M (Collier, N.Y.: 1967), pp. 21-22.
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“Homen as well as men together should sliminate
colonialism, neocolonialsim, imperialism, fereign
domination and occupation, Zionism, aparcheid,
racial discrimination, the acquisition of land by
force and the recognition of such acquisivion,
since such practices reflect incalculable suffer-
ing on vomen, men and children.®

~~ from the Declaration passed in
June ar the U.N. World Conference
of International Women's Year in
Mexico City by an 89-2 wote with
18 abstentions. !

Arab grisvances against Israel are one thing. World condemnation of Jewish
political independence another. The ignorance and hypocracy reflected by the
world bodies can hardly be excused even if political pressures, and in some
cases, humanistic wotivations can be an explanation.

ZIONIST COMMENTE is not a polemical journal. We believe, however, that
enlightened consideration of Zionist history and ideclogy is the most useful
way of responding to the current cawpaign to deligitimize Zionism and prepare
the way for Tarasl's eveutusl "replucemant” by snether Hoslem BLate.

This first issue of ZIONIST COMMENTS deals with the theme Zionism and Inter-
aationalism. The feature article reviews the historical opposition of these
two creeds but concludes they need not be opposites in today's setting. Other
articles include an essay by Martin Buber on Nationalism, which reflects another
perspective on Zionism and internationalism; an article by Muki Tzur which
originally appeared in THE SEVENTH DAY and the official response by the Foreign
Office on the recent Arab-Israsli accord reached over the Sinai.

Letters and comments are appreciasted and will be printed in most instances.
All comments should be addressed to ZIONIST COMMENTS

University Department — AZYF

515 Park Avenue

Hew York, H.Y. 10022

We hope you like ZIONIST COMMENTS and will let us know as to youtr reactions
and interests to be reflected in future writiags.
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The religious and secular Jewish comsitiment o both partisulavisas and univer—
saliss has caused Jows to struggle with Zionisme, It is 3 matter of ng prior-
ities and identification. The prioritiss of the left are considered by the lef:
completely usethical to those of the nationalist right. The I=ft has chosen world-
wide struggle o creste s new world order and Idenvificarion with husas solidaricy.
Zionists choose the “right wing purseit™ of ethaic loyaliry snd naional priorvities.
There is no =iddle road or so we are to believe.

It is respiing fo belisve thet what is so guiling to the internationsiist Ieft foday
iz that the Jew, once the forssosr ally of socialist interna aiism, has
nation over class, pragestiss over ideclogy. This is only 2 vart of an explasstios
for contesporary attitudes, though.

Far & who 'y with the sozisliisc Harzist Isfr, sccepiance of Zioniss

has siwsys been difficulcr, though oot ispossible 33 H Hatzzir indicstes in
itz long history. Those cosing from the Harxist lefr understandshiy have found
Zioni dizvory with the revolstionary vision of 2 new workl saciery: Zionise

simed not at class sivegsle or overthrow of capifsiiss, bur at Hatfonal Jewish sol~
idarity. While the concept of sn histovicsl idenvity for the Jew was politically
tolersblis to the Iefr, the ides of naticnaliss for the Jew as not. Is this senss,
Ifiztie hss changed. Behing todav’s polivicsl snd sconomie ratiomslizstions for world-
wide sttitudes fowsrd Zioniss — oil, soney, thivd-world sslidarity, oppositios to

¥.5. influsnes -~ therve ressing s fondosents? schiss betweesn snivers t Jewz and
Zicnists. The leff sess the world in terms of ¢l , Bot mation-St i

ssex the futere in rerms of humss selidarity, sot nations! soversigsty. It insists
upon, 2t lssst idecisgieally, husen solidarity, net sthalc identificaric

Proposed and ted by many Jews, socizlist intsynationsliss wes the optimistic
counterourrent st ths turs of the century fo ZTiond Soriziiscs saw the coming
revolution ping sway the oid order snd eventually the withering awsy of the

coercive state systes sifogether. Zionists forscast z long, torfuces road tmrard

social, political, and sconomic change. They {the Zionists} expressed extresme
pessimize shout clas 51 i€icaris in o doing, Zioniss from its faception was
iinked with counter-veveluc v thisking. In today’s world, Zioniss iz an Viss®
and said to be sligoed againet a1l progressive ideas.

2% zhe strizily ideclogicsl level, internari ists ot help but be slien and
hosrile to Ziosiss. Zioniss i3 & pragestic, vesponsive concept resulting from the
way the world proved fo be. Socizlist istsvostionalisa is uiopisa and hastens the

crearion of z world ther should be. Prisritiss sve af polsr snds for the Ziondst
snd rhe Jewish intermaticomsliisr, or so it seess. To & large sxtent, Zionists have
igcrsasingly becoms skeprical of the romantic visions espounded by the idecloguss,
while socizliists find baffling the cosmizrment io Zioniss of orherwise srogressive
Jews.

In the 1970%s, & Zionisr can be vediszal fn theory {(since his rriorities =ust be
Jesish survival and prosparity, not Troisky's “permssest revolution™ or the alisn-
ated radicsl’s percepsiions of Mers®e thoughis o5 theorstlosl stfuggis betwesn

capitall and s0 52}, ¥hes the fight for sxistence is yvesl, the theoretical
struggles for utopis sre 5ot wery compeliing — {aliy after one surveys ihe

fruizs of leftist vistoriss in the Z0th century.

Tr would be mistshes to JSismiss ss stristly policicslily inspired the growth of
anri-Zioniss in recent years. The oid ideclogical battles ars beglaning o be e~
foughr. Jowish is srion: £ Zisniss for pulling Jews away from the
worid-wide struggles for hesen esancipatios and Iiberty as Jowish orgapizations
smphasize 2 Ilove of Zioniss basaed on fosr for the futurs vesrs. Wails Elle Higszl
tells Jews "Dur history has unfortusstely tamght us o pul =oIs £3ith in threats
than iz promises,” attesprisg 3 jusiification for foriress Isysel, = Fewish

izbor publication procisiss that the solution o the Fon-callea Jewish problem....
must iie in Fighring for the fulfillszent of the universsiist wislon — = Iibezated
worid.® *

Friomise soé the Jewish Badicsl,™ p. 313 in Forter and Tvfer {eds.},

#Gabriel Ross
aliss, i{frnve Prass in ¥Y. 18713
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than profound Ideclogicsl hostilizy to Jewish nationsliiss. ¥oreover, the philosophy

of Zioniss is and always has been open fo debate and dispute. Afrer 2 mesrly century-
iong debate, theve should be a basic confidence that Zioniss i3 a positive, contructive,
and progressive crsed. For much of the past century, Jews have tortured thesselves
with fesrifications, 4 cizstions, contradictions snd dilessas inspired ag first by
the very concest §§ Jowish nst Iiss and later by the successful returs of Jews o
political i & snizs has been indsed, 2 dynssic gnd dizlsctical develop-
ment. It has been 3 §3§2§§§§§: in hisrory - its ideas fested by the reaiities teiing
place. 4nd, there has been considersbhle sore historical walidastion to Zioniss than to
socialist istersstionaiiss.

¥For Isrsel and the Jewish people, the hasic Intellectusl and exisrentisl conivo-
versy remains as it has always been: whar is the me 2f = sizh State zad
Zioniss? Only = smsll percentage of Jews have scospred Ttrus™ Zioniss {meaning Alivah}
from the fres western world. Others, while supporting Isrvassl politicslly and coplng
to her zid in tises of crisis, remsin unessy and troubled. Questions sbound from every
girele in regards to the State the Zionist movesent hegan and continues to "feed”.
Though some Jews arve defensive asbour having o idenlo iiv d= Zionise, contespor—
ary developments meke if moTe necessary thes befors fo develep sophisticated "Zionist®
perspectives on world lszsues and on the sesning of Jewish nationeliss. (ondesnations
will probably sscalare 25 the caspaign o isciste Istsel gathers smosentun. The bowr
dary betwesn sxplaining Tioniss and defending it iz uncleay. Yer, Ziopnists should
realize that this ideclogicsl batrlie can be approached with derghlis self-assurance,

The Highr-lefr Polsvizarion:

iz thelr classic versions, libsraliss and msrxiss ssbody the asserance
and hopes, the ssbiguicties and fears of the moders ags. Taken In sl
of their var §§§§§§§ i:%é? now comstitute our smajor, sven our ounly, poli-
tical aiterastives.”

C. Hrigh: Mills

The trimevirste of isss —— rvacism, Imperializs, and colonialism -~ iz the wocsbulary
of the Iz=fr. In the Uniced 2 §{$k§ many Jewish internstionaiiszs { ially thos
of Hew Lefr originst gzy influsnced o = erear degree by the linkase of Zic with

these negative-isme®. In o 22t to these pslorstive szpressiosns, the lefr has congis~

TENTLY ampioned , 2t parsdoezicslly, Both IfTternafionsiigs &Sno 8817 oereTmID
zgrion. #
Zicnise {a nationalist creed} versse Internstionsiisse { s world-wide perspective} is

but a subto §§; of the larger dsbate betwsen éz%s%:gééi% and marxist socigliss., The
erigins of both debstes ars firsly rootsd in the Jewish history of the past century,

23 iz the intersns! debats over the resl ani of E*i %7 The same Jewish history
which produced Harx, Trotsky and Freud, produced Herzl, Welizsenn and Ben-Surion as
well.

¥hetherspproached in ferse of the particularissuniversalizs dichotoms, or the natienal-
ism-humanise confusion, the tension betwsen an sthoic priority =nd = world vision is
sver-present for Zionists ss it is for a1} Jews. Itr iz tfeliling that in many of rhe

mest nationalist circles in Isvasl, the word “cossmopclitan™ is often substituted for
the word Yinterastionsglist®. Ben-Gurion sooke of the “rootisss ran,” insisting
“there cam be oothing worse. . . 7

in dodng 5o, howsver, he denied the Jewish history that offsred associastions, with
husasise, intersstionsiise snd coszsopsliitaniss.

e
g, Hright ¥ills, THE MABNISTS (D11, B.Y. 19713 page 13,

ver geif-determination is ssen as
ég ted: ﬁgéi*ééiggizégs{;sg goes
iz gues . Az Sol Sters writes, “The
movesent gets into such shserd positions becsuse of i3 considersble confusion on
the role of natisssliss. 3ince the lefr is comsivred ideciogically to an intevga-
ticsalist perspective, 1t follows that thers is zosething reactionary sbout na-
tionsiiszss, The consradicotion is thar some miliranr nationslizms sre ssesn 88 2 pre~
Iude o sati-colonislist and o §§§“§.§:§‘§§§é§.§§ ruggies. Thus the lsft hes fallen
in the trap of approving selectively only thoss gs%:%* ali which snagage loudly

in ;*;%zé-é%‘s i

WM‘

P

faiist rhetoric, whatever the reaiisy.™? The realicy, of course, is
to zoy other Hiddls East coustyy, 25d io sost world-wide, Zionisz iz
far a&{s g0 ’é%ii* It has besn said that per capita the lsrgest concentrstion of

Harzists in the world iz is Isrsel.

3801 S =, "Hy Jewish Problesm —— and Curs,”

. ~r and Brier {eds.}:
JEHISH GADICALISH {Crove Frass, B.Y. 1875} ) -
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With Nazism's take-over of Europe and the consequent horrors of World War 1r,
Jewish oppesition to the creation of a Jewish State in Palestine gave way. The
stream of refugees seeking escape from the past created an immediate and practi-
cal reason for supporting Zionlsm on a humanistic rather than ideological plane.
Moreover, there was not a political conflict between internationalism and Zionism, I
no matter how much the ideological contradictions inherent in their two ideas re-
mained. Woodrow Wilson had indeed opened the doors to linking movements for na-
tional political identity with the entire world community. And ever since the ) !
League of Nations and later the United Nations, internationalism and nationalism
have been legss at odds -~ at least for liberals.

#MSA&M mmf{& .
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The U.N. did, of course, support Jewish self-determination further diminishing the
political contradictions between Zionism and internationalism in the late 1940%s.
The Soviet Union, to the grear surprige of many until political motives were recog~
nized, was even more Zionist than its chief supporting party in Israel. Only
feudal Arab reactionaries stood in unyielding opposition to Zionism and they hardly
represented the ideal of universalism.

By 1948, most anti~Zionist Jews had become neutral and most non-Zionists had become
pragmatic advocates. Jews were compelled to embrace a nation-state of their owm by
the failure of so many of the optimistic visions held by progressive forces prior
to the two wars. Those who had before opposed the idea of a Jewish nation were in
many cases shocked inte acceptance; others were simply convinced of the necessity
to create a place for Jewish self-sufficiency and self-expression.

Wide support for Isrsel's creation stretched across ideological and political divi-
sions. The history of the 20th century had fueled the Zionist program transcending
for the time~being political and ideclogical disputes. Jewish nationalism seemed to
all but the Arabs a completely reasonable response to events. Only a small number
of Jews actively opposed Zionism's fruition.* Only in the Arab world did opposition
to Zionism remain intense, stemming not simply from rejection of Zionist ideas per
se, but rather from a belief that Zionism would interferc with Arab nationalism.

Ideologically, the seeds of anti~Zionist opposition nurtured by the international
ideal have remained alive. In the 1970's, the truce betwz2en internationalism and
Zionism has been shattered. Jews once again are being required to ponder choices
and priorities... ideology and politics have joined hands... some would even say

that the Arab-Israeli conflict is now being fought primarily with words.

Today: Less Ideology, More Politics:

Anti-Zionism today has become far less ideologically-inspired and far more political-
1y motivated. The renewed assault on Zionism is more due tu political pelemics than
0ld time beliefs and hopes. Instead of the earlier attempt: by intermationalists to
truly ponder their ideals alongside the world's needs, inteinationalism today is all
too often an opportunistic slogan used by Israel's enemles. None of the Arab states
nor the P.L.O. has any real claim on or belief in universalism. The great majority
are Islamic states by law as well as custom and the P.L.0. Ccvenant clearly states

a desire to creats a Palestinain-Islamic state. Of course, one may sympathize with
the Palestinian situstion, but to do so by calling for the Jews to glve up thelr

own nationalism is philosophically and worally absurd.

See for background Alfred M. Lilientahal, What Price Israel (Henry Regnery Co., 1953)
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The history of the 20th century has brought in question how sound a strictly
lefe-right ideological interpretation of the past and future can be. 4 spactrum
of progressive attitudes has developed during the 20th century with conservatism
having baen generally discredited and liberalism gradually merging with democra=-
tic socialism a8 the century progressed. Meanwhile, Marxism and then Leninism
gradually took on totalitarian and nationalist features. Although Zionism is
indeed tied to liberalism and social democracy, not totalitarianism and Marxist-
Leuninist~Maoist internationalism, the attempt to brand Zionism as historically
attached to the right-wing of world politics is one of political opportunism and
not empirical fact.

The Historical Record:

"In its own way, Zionism is the supreme assimilating tendency in
Judaiam, "
David Horowitz

While Western European Jewy at the end of the 19th century saw its future in
national assimilation, much of Eastern European Jewry found itself oppressed beyond
foresseabls redamption, short of revolutionary upheavel and consequently, sugcepti~
ble to both utopisn Marxist thought and Theodor Herzl's visions.

Political Zionlsm was reborn in the East -~ a minority movement even there, but
one propellad at first by the youthful idealism of those Jews, religious and non-
religious, seeking & libersted life. At the turn of the century, Zionism was

8 distant competitor to internmationalism.

"All major organizations (Jewish) either opposed it or, at best, took

a non-Zionist position. The Jewish commnities and the Jewish press
sympathized with Zionism only to a very limited extent. Individual
Jews in high positions in politice and filnance were reserved and often
hostile toward Zioniem. Jewish labor was influenced by general socia-
lism and communism. Intellectuals and the youth were attracted by uni-
versal culture and only rarely found universal values in Zionism. Many
Jewish achalais. intellectuals and writers denouncad Zionism in a varie~
ty of forms."

In the United States, universalism was reprasented less by an internationalist
outlook and more by the melting~pot Americana of the thriving nation of immigrants,
Following the Balfour Declaration, a petition was delivered to the U.S.Covernment
signed by 299 American Jews disavowing the declaration because it represented dual
loyalty. The Amarican Jewish Committee, though welcoming the Declaration, added

that the U.5. is "home" for American Jews and Palestine only a "haven” for oppressed
Jewish refugees, anti-Zionism in the American Jewish community was so prevalent

that in 1922 another Jewish organization, the American Jewish Congress, was founded
to promote Zionisw. Here too, the primarily Western European intellectual origins of
the AJCommittae could be contrasted with the more "ethnlc~Jewish nationality outlcok”
of the AJCongress (substentislly influenced by ideas from Esstern European Jewry).
Only in recent yesrs have the ideological underlinings vanished so that discussions
of merging the two organizations has taken place. ‘

Jewish communities in Europe too rallied either to their countries or to the banners
of international socialism in opposing Zionism as a claimant on their allegiances.

In 1897, on the very eva of the Pirgt Zionist Congress which founded the World
Zionist Organization, the Executive Committee of the Association of Rabbis in Germany
made public its position in procleiming Judaism a faith requiring its adherents to
serve the fatherlands in which they lived. In Russia, the socialist Bund {founded

in 1897) sought cultural autonomy for Jews in 1905 but never ceased its opposition

to Zionism. In England, Jewish nationalism was denied by both of the principal
Jewish organizationa, the Board of Deputies of Brirish Jews and the Anglo-American
Associstion.

Following World War 1I, the idea of a Jewish State in Palestine gained ground.

Mot only did the Balfour Declaration make the dream somewhat less utopian, but
intense ideological oppositon declined steadily. Woodrow Wilson's emphasis on na-
tional self-determination became part of the international political milieu. Ever
since, the history of Zionism has been one where pragmatism has wmade constant ian-
roads over ideology and implementation more important than theory.

Wanti-Zionism, " Encyclopedis of Zionism and Israel, (Herzl Press in NY, 1971)
PP 47 - 48 ‘
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by the idealism of the early Zionists and by the committment to socialism inherent
in the kibbutz movement and Mapam party. Mapam's newspaper, Al Hamishmar, continues
even today to headline on its mast, “Yor Zionism, for Socialism, for the Brother-
hood of Peoples.” Indeed, many citizens of Israel celebrate May Day and sing the
Internationale. And while many of Israel’s political and economic institutions can
be criticized with good cause, the basically socialist orientation of both the
government and the society is striking -~ especially in contrast with the internal
situations of many countries which condemn Zionism with leftist chants.

In today's world, there is no absolute incompatibility in a comblmation of Jewish
nationalism and Jewish internationalism. In the immediate years, clearly a

Zionist must give his priority to perpetuating his nationality in the face of growing
pressure to lead Isrsel on the road to suicide. But the same Zlonist can be an
advocate of socialist internationalism. After all, until the actual dawn of a nevw
era in human and ethnic relations everyome must live in the present. Why everyone

but the Jews seems to be granted this priviledge does in fact make one wonder if anti~
Zionism is the wodern form of anti-Semitlsm.

Only the Trotskyites remain fixed to theoretical abstractions which necessitate an
absolute refusal to identity with anything short of international revolutionarism.
Through the Young Socialist Alliance, New Left anti-Zionism has been significantly
strengthened and expanded. But the Trotskyites too are hypocrits and opportunists.
Rather than pointing oul that the North Vietnamese, in the civil war now completed,
were not true socialist revolutionaries but very nationalistically inspired, the
Trotskyites pretended the North Vietnamese were the vanguard of the new world.
Further, in supporting the P.L.0. call for a “democratic-secular state,” the
Trotskyites know well that this is {ingoist rhetoric. If there is an opportunity
for the YSA to find additional support through anti-Israel or anti-U.8. policies,
then ther seem to relish such options, no matter what the reality.

Conclusion:

Zionism and internationalisa have competed for the

allegiances of Jews for nearly a century. When

asbstract, the competition seemed legitimate. As

the world has become less ideologically certain - {)
and more aware of ideological contradictions, the t
conpetition has become coopted with political mo~ neceSSI y,
tivations.

Zionism 1s the success story of a movement for na-
tional liberation which 18 unique in all of his-
tory. Internationalisa, for decades in decline, is
nevertheless clearly a future necessity. They are
both ideolagical orientations which need not be in
opposition. In fact, unless a compatible relation~
ship can be attained between nationalism {(the pre-
sent), and internationalism {(the future), it is
unlikely any nationalism will flourish in a world
escalating toward chaos.

As so often in the past, Jews should help assume
the intellecutal lead in pointing the way from
current conditions to tomorrow's solutions. In
doing so, they need not disavow Zionism, they need
instead an appreciation of the historical interplay
between nationalistic ideals and internationalist-
inspired policies -~ but this is only a recognition
of real~life dilemmas, not incompatible ideologles.

IS EEEEE

*{from page #7) Sel Stern, "My Jewlsh Problem ~=
and Ours,” p. 364 in Porter and Drier (eds.), Jew-
igh Radicalism, {(Grove Press in N.Y.), 1972 .
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If the veal challenge today were i{declogical, Zionism would be more than ever
capabls of response and counterattack. The challenge, however, is primarily
policical. Fusled with petrodollars and motivated by resurgent ethnic pride and
the beliaf in eventual victory over the Jews in view of October’s Yom Kippur War
in 1973, the Arab wovld hse unleashed the greatest anti-Zionist offensive to date.
The Rabaet Conference was & clear signal of Arsb intentions to continue the "jihad”
against the Jewish State. 4And when the Palestine National Council met in Caire in
Juns, 1974, s writer on Arab Affairs, David Hirst, indicated that there "was
hardly & delegate there -- guerrilla leader, 'independent,' notable, intellectual
or West Bank deportes -— who doas not believe that Israel is now ultimately doomed,
thst the Octobsr War merked the begianing of the end of Zionism. M

The -second reason anti~Ziounism is far less supportable today than in earlier years

is the very success of Jewish nationalism. It was one thing to arguas against
Zionism st a time when 1t was but a dreanm and when the world seemed to provide other
slternatives for the Jews. Had the history of the 20th cantury taken a more civilized
and progressive course, Jews might have found themselves far less attrvacted to
political independence. The Holocaust was the great earthquake of course: in sddi-
tion to Mazi barbariss, no country opened its doors to Jewish immigrants before or
sven aftsr the full extent of the "Final Solution” became known.

Still, the Holocaust is not the whole answer. Socialist internationalisam has proved
s far more visionary and distant creed than most thought it would be at the turn of
the century., The circumference of human syupathies has not yet expanded far beyond
nationality. The Sacond International collapsed when the workers took up arme In
World War I not on the basle of class solidarity but on the feelings of national
loyalty, Only a small portion of the intellectusl claases, the most ideoclogically
committed among them, have remained fixed to universalism. The workers, the prole-
tariat, have chosen a more touchable and liveable identity, l.e. nationalism. After
World War 1I, the U.N. symbolized a world order not of humankind but of govereign
states equal not on the basis of human population but through the concept of national
identity. Recent developmeuts at the U.N. snd its Specislized Agencies indicate how
desply entranched 8 nationalist mentality remalns.

It is intellecutally hypocritical today to support the Vietnamese, Palestinians,
Blacks in Rhodeslsa and South Africa, and not the Ibos in Nigeria, Kurds in Irag and
Jews in Palestina: As Michael Walzer comments, "The New Left has made its peace
with virtuslly every nationalism in the world except that of the Jews." And hs
coptiouas:

"It 1s even possible to urge that the right to statehood be foregone,
sc long 88 one continues to defend the right and the security of all
those peoples who choose to exercise it. There is nothing wrong, that
is, with attempts to convert the Jews -~ or the Palestinians, Tanzanlans,
or Pakistanls -- to soclalist internationalism. That is an old and hon~
ersble leftist occupation.

But there is a grest deal that is wrong with attempts before the
couversion of the Jews, to undermine the state of Israel or call its
survivel into question.”}

Zionism is now & reality and the world has failed to convincingly offer alternatives.
On tha positive aide, Jewish nationalism has proved itself ome of the moat dynamic
and productive. Israel is & living example of how a people are capable of establish-
ing 8 cultural community in & setting of polirical independence which is its own
justification for existence. The decision to live as & natilon can be no-one's except
that of the Jews whare they (the Jews) are concerned. The general decline in ideolo~
gical orthodoxy has made it incumbent upon 8ll intellectuals to step back from theory
and take a long look at reality and this signifies still a third reason for anti-
Zionism'e failure to legitsmize itaself.

*Ton Kimche, "ihe Heking of a Myth: Upwarranted Lessons of the October War,” ia
Midstresm Magazine, August/Seprember of 1974, p.3.

IMichasl Walzer, “Nationalism, Internationalism, and the Jews: The Chimera of a
Binational State," in Howe and Gershman (eds.), Israel, the Arabs, and the Jews
{Bantam Books in N.Y., 1972), p. 186.
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from an accepted to a despised phenomena, Had Zionists been more cir-
cumspect they would have carefully differentiated in the verv beginning
the uniqueness of Jewish nationalism from European fmperialisms as well
as from Christianity's sense of "the white man's burden”. That the
Arabs, with very few exceptions, had no patience for explanations of

the Jewish situation and of the potential for Arab-Jewish cooperation

is hardly justification for early 7ionist insensitivities. Nevertheless
it is alwavs easier to Jook back and indicate what might have been.

The exercise however primarily has value {f 1t can lead to what might be.

Centuries-latent Arab nationalism was just emerging at the turn of

this century, with all of the manifestations a feudal and tribal
society inevitable expresses, Boundaries were undefined with

various communities and ethnic groups than consolidating around
territorial homes—mich as oecurred in earlier centuries in Europe.

Pan Arabism* was already in political and ideological contradiction
with claims for local authority originating in feudal relationships

and economic patterns. Eventually, 20 Arab states were to arise
within what is today thought of as Yirhe" Arab nation and sometimes
referred to as the "Arab world". And in Palestine, significantly
sroused by the European nationalism represented by Zionist immigration,
the Palestinian Arabs-~whose lovalty then was to familv and town and
who thought of themselves, {f they thought about it at all, as southern
Syrians--were experiencing the first birth-pangs of modern political

*an-Arabism remains in a sense the counterpart "mythology” to Zionism's
{nsistence that the majority of world Jewrv should and will come to reside
in Evetz Yisrael. It was and 1s a belief linked to the rennaisance of
Arab civilizarion much as the resurrected Jewish State needed and needs a
metaphysical linkage making Israel the homeland of the Israells and also
of the world Jewish Diaspora. That manv sabras insist thev are Israelis, ,
not Zionists or Jews, 1s a comparable develooment to Arab realization

that Pan-Arabism is in the nature of a historical dream and that national
allegiances are likely to remain. However, if religion for manv Jews is
dead one's relationship to the Jewish State has nevertheless taken on
nearly theological dimensions. For Arabs, Pan-Arabism 1s as well more
than a political construct, It is also a metaphvsical orientation and in
this sgense a "foreign” state ruled by Jews is "alien" to the Pan-Arab
dream whether Israel is composed of Sephardim, Ashkenazim, or sabras.
Pan-Arabism and Zionism are then poth metaphysical constructs--they are in
the nature of beliefs not challengeable by attempts at invalidation by
outsiders, especlially attempts which come from political and cultural
opponents. The same might be sald about many national and trans-national
{dentities——including Palestinianism. In most cases, outsiders attempt-
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awareness. Paradoxically, without Zionfsm there may never have been
a separate nationalism that could he termed Palestinianism. With
Zionism, as Arle Lova Eliav has written,

The Palestinian Arabs have turned into the wost traglc Arab
pational group in the Arab world, They were the bigpest losers
among all the Arab national groups: thev were the only ones
not to gain independence. Every other Arab group that crvsta-
1lized into a national movement acquired a state. Moreover,

no Arab state or nation besides the Palestinian Arabs had had
to suffer the pain of refupeeism on such a scale.3

With the approach of WWI both Jewish and Arab efforts to attain pledges
of support for their political-national goals were greatly intensified.
In an era when imperialism and colonialism were not peforative expres-
sions but rather notations of sccepted realitv, such was the natural
course of events., Behind the scenes, French-British intrique and Wil-
sonian principles of open covenants and self-determination continually
clashed. Just as the post-WWI "peace" conferences unknowingly estab-
lished the conditions to feed WWII, the Western powers, expecially
Great Britain, manipulated both Jewish and Arab nationalisms setting
the scene for the generations of bloodshed to come. What seems todav

a perpetual Israeli-Arab struggle was not in a deterministic sense
inevitable,* but it became increasingly likelvy as traditional

British divide-and-rule tactics fanned tensions and blocked efforts

at cooperation.

m>wa@ Lova Eliav, LAND OD THE HEART (JPS, Philadelphia: 1974), p. 124.
This book apeared in Hebrew in 1972 and the English edition was updated
in view of the Yom Kippur War.

* In some cases today's fatalism about the conflict does extend to
nearly a belief in historical determinism. For instance, Walter Laqueur
writes in his HISTORY OF ZTONISM that "The Arab-Jewish conflict was
inevitable, given the fact that Zionism wanted to build more than a
cultural centre in Palestine.,. Arab intransigence was the natural
reaction of a people unwilling to share its country with another "6

byalter Laqueur, A HISTORY OF ZIONISM (holt, Rinehart and Winston,
New York: 1872), op. 5956 '
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Palestine" slogan while at the sare time the PLO at the U.N.
propagated the similarly farcical notion that Zionism is to be
condemned as racism and colonialism,

A Unique Movement

Zionism's success necessitated more than a creative blending of Jewish

Zionism had emerged from Eurcpe as a uniquely revolutionary movement . history and spiritualism with modern political outlooks. Additionally,
for national liberation,®% Herzl's dream of a Jewish State did not congiderable 19th century utopian and socialist 1dealism flowed into
substariively deal with the Arabs of Palestine because the earlv the Zionist waltenschauung. All three influences together~~ the
Zionis:s were not aware of or wuch concerned with the actual condi- . religious~historical, the utoplan-socialist, and the secular-political -
tionsg nwa: existing within the homeland-to-be. The latent Arab nation- were to forge a unique national corsciousness and a new Jewish

allst sentiments In Palestine Iikely to be aroused by Jewish plans spirit. And what was created has continually grown in strength and
were not the: on the Zionist agenda. Zionism was rather understand- magnetism. The oppressed and repressed Jews of Europe, followed by
ably self- “«d.  The territorial focus on Palestine arose from entire communities of Sephardic Jews after 1948, began the building

the histori:... .ud spirirual culture of Judaism that had survived of what for them was to be elther z rebirth of Jewish 1ife in the

two millenium essentiallv awaiting a linkage with a modern political promigsed land, a new world of socialist fraternalism, or simply
movement~~1f not pre-empted by the Messiah that 1s. Zionism was at salvation from anti-Semitism,

the same time cosmopolitan and chauvinistic. The Jews had become
worldly vet thev had remained apart. The Zionist plan to return to

peoplehood in Palestine was perceived to be both a necessity and a Bite the Bullet

desireable end in itself, Jewish aspirations to bring forth a But only the socialist tendency within Zionism ever really attempted

political-national rebirth to what was already a rich, living culture to bite the bullet of two nationalisms in one land by proposing a

simplvy could not grasp the likely reaction to Zionism of those who bi~national solution to the Palestine problem. Ideclogically~inspired

were then living in Palestine--then a rather desclate corner of the and most likely not even then pragrmatically possible, this solution

Ovtoman Empire and a rather remote region within the Arab world. Even was completely unacceptable to the religlous~historical segment of

today, it needs to be emphasized, main-stream Zionism has made only Zionism and for realpolitik reasons has become more and more unaccept-

a little more progress in understanding Palestinianism than Palestin- able to the secular-political component, It ig likely bi-nationalism }

lanism has made in realizing the truths about Zionism. Jewish marchers even if attempted would have resulted in warfare and partition, as

around the White House this very October chanted Colda's "There is No conditions within Lebanon today help emphasize, Nevertheless, no
matter how much PLO propagandists todav try to sell the "democratfc~

** Those educated in the West or in Israel, however, often fail to realize secular state" idea (a more nalve notion than even bi~nationalism,

as Albert Memmi dramatically points out, that "The Arab Jews...dreamed of and one which refuses to recognize even Jewish peoplehood), this

the Promised Land, Eretz Israel, long before the Russians and the Poles ideologically~bound vision is a fraud and nearly everyone knows

d1d."7  When the State was founded the vearnings for Zion were most - it. Two distinct nationalismg still do not equal one merry nation~-

expressed not by Western Jewry (and couldn't be shown bv Soviet Jewry) state, except for those totally blinded by ideology or vurvosefully

but by Jews then living within the Arab world--more than half a million deceptive about actual intentions. The PLO's dogma is unfortunate

flocked to Israel within a few vears. Zionism even today shows its . procf of how much the Palestinlans still trail behind the Jews in

European bias by failing to appreciate this fact, a fact which makes understanding their enemv's minimal aspirations.

nonsense the condemning of Israel as & European transplant. Between

emigration from the Arab world itself and those horn in Israel, Israel is Even as the problem of Arab nationalism became move visible, Zionist

demographically 75% Middle Eastern. And though the population exchange leaders such as Dr. Weizmann argued (in a personal letter written in

that toox place right after the 1948 war should not become an argument 1930) that since Palestine was now designed to solve

for relieving Zionism of any responsibility for what hanvened to the

Palestinain Arabs, it is true that Israe] absorbed more refugees just a worldwide problem.,. the rights which the Jewish

from the Arab world then the number of Palestinain refugees who fled, people has been adjudged in Palestine do not devend

7 on the consent, and cannot be subject to the will,
Albert Memmi, JEWS AND ARABS (0'Hara, Chicago: 1975), p. 26.
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At the U.N., even though a two-thirds majoritv voted to legitimize

the Jewish State (a startling convergsnce of U.8. and (U.5.8.R, policies)
the Arab League states and a number of notable abstainers {(Britain for
one) opposed any sovereign Jewish Staze in Palestine.* The storv of
American Presidential support for a Jewish State and State Department
insistence on a U.N. trusteeship is oxlv one indication of how possible .
it was for the U.S, to have voted the other way, No matter because the
Arab states in unison denounced the pzrtition plan and vowed quite

openly armed resistance, And neither the U.N. nor the U.S. was pre- s
pared to support the U.N. vote in przztice. 1In fact, the U.S. declared
an arms embargo on the entire area ani the trauma of a potential
second-act to the Holocaust swept through world Jewrv.

Determined To Fight

And so began the now quarter-century cld tragedy of Arab-Jewish hatred
and terror -- more accurately, half-century old. The Arabs 1t must be
said, had been even less promoters of coexistence with the Jews. A few
Jews, why not, a movement for Jewish rights and self~determination,
absolutely not! If the Jews thought iirtle about Arab nationalism, the
Palestinian Arabs thought not at all zbout the legitimate reasons for
7ionist determination. As Arab naticnalism developed and waves of
Alivah arrived the Palestinian Arabs became more and more troubled.
With the Balfour Declaration there were some riots and by the 19208
many Arabs of Palestine were determined to fight.

Not In The Inferests of Zionisis

As early as August, 1921, an Arab delezation had written Colonial
Secretary Winston Churchill insisting that:

The Balfour Declaration was mzde without our being consulted
and we cannot accept it as deciding our destinies...It is the

claim of Zionism that the Pectle of Palestine, after practical

exverience, will recognize the advantage to the countrv of
Zionist immigration. If that be so, the Jews mav be confident
that the future immigration pclicv of (the National Government
in} Palestine would not be unfavorable to them: but if the
jmmigration policy of the Zionist Organization proves detrimen~—
tal to the Palestinian people, this policy should be regulated,
not in the interest of the Zionists, but of Palestinians.16

* Voting against were all the Arab stztes and those of the sub-continent:
Afghanistan, Egypt, India, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Pgkistan, Saudi Arabia,
Syria, Turkey and Yemen. In addition, Cuba and Greece.

16 Quandt, op. cit., p. 16

btmessm—"
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A demonstration had already been held in 1920 to protest the first
official reading in Palestine of the Balfour Declaration. And then
throughout the Mandate period, November Ind became a day of mourning
with shops closed, newspapers appearing with black borders, and black
crepe paper festooned on buildings., By 1930 the Arab Executive sent
a delegation to London which in a telegram returned the findings that
Britain would mot back Arab demands and that:

Whereas we are convinced that continuation in usurping our
rights in favor of Zionist policy means our extirpation as
nation and conseguent disappearance from our country and
question for us is one of life and death we believe our
people will fight this policy with all non-violent means.1?

Arsb restraint however gave way. Both Zionism. and Palestinianism had
become viewed as matters of life and death. For the Jews, of course,
Hitler was beginning to confirm Herzl's worst fears and it became more
evident daily that a Jewish State had to exist. But for the Palestinians,
independence for themselves was also now a must. In 1936 the Arabs
called a six-month general strike and began 3 vears of violence and
rerrorism in response to the British announcement of a new Jewish
immigration quota. At mid-vear 1946 the British High Commissioner
relegravhed home that the situvation was in "a stage of incipient
revolution".18 A vear later came the first British recommendation

for partition, When this failed, the British began arresting and
expelling Arab leaders and in 1938 introduced a& pass svetem and built

a wire fence along the border with Svria, By 1839 the vroblem was 50
grave that the British decided, as mentioned, to reverse their commict-
ment to Zionism and at the St. James Conference made the Palestiniansg
the best offer they were ever to receive.

Arab activism throughout the 1930s and then the fighting in 1947-48
marked the dying spasms of the Palestinian Arab resistance to Zionism.
Though through no conspiracy by the Zionists, Palestinian nationalism
fell victim to Zionism and then to the designs of Kings Farouk of Egyot
and Abdullah of Trans-Jordan. Not until the 1960s did Palestinianism
again arise, this time in the form of an embryonic, Arab states
sponsored PLO. After the 1967 war, Palestinianism began to reassert
itself on the world stage through terrorism and eventually through

T7 Quandt, op, cit., p« 31. .

18 Quandt, op. cit., p. 35.
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political propagandizing in two forms - condemnations of Zionism and
propagation of the fraudulent hur intellectually attractive "democraric,
secular state” myth. In 1974, the Rabar Conference* became an event
which could be considered by the Palestinians similar to how the Jews
viewed the Balfour Declaration in 1917,

In the interim 20 vears, the quarrel between Tsrael and the Arabs took

on the image of one solelv between Israel and the neighboring Arab states.
Pan-Arabism was in a sense kept alive bv the Israeli issue and the Pal-
estinians had merged their identity within the larger whole -~ or had

tried to. The humiliating defeat of these states in 1967, however,

gave the Palestinians new 1ife and new reagson. Not only had the Arab
8tates proved their inability to stand up to the Israelis, but the

20~vear experience had exposed the Palestinians to the mvth of Pan-Arabism.
Not only did menv Palestinians not want to assimilate into other Arab
socleties, these societies, except for Jordan, made life for the

Palestinians difficult and acceptance rarve,kk
- . g

* For the first time the PLO was designated by the Arab States to be the
sole representative of the Palestinian people., 1In a sense, this decigion
gave a charter to the PLO for the creation of their own state, regardless
of whether that charter was meant to legitimize the replacing of Tsrael
with a Palestine or a state to coexist with Israel.

*% There is in fact a parallel with Jewish experience here -~ it is one
Jews expecially should not miss.
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In the 6%z, Palestinianism arose again and Israeld administration after
the Six Day War of the West Bank and Gaza gave rebirth to the Zionigt-
Palestinian heart of the conflict, Arafat's 1974 appearance at the U.N.,
on top of the Rabat legitimacy bestowed upon the PLO, svmbolized this for
the entire world. Ever since the disintegration of the Nttoman Empire,
two naticnalisms have struggled over one "holy land". Bernard Lewig is
right in pointing out that "Palesrine conflict has now returned to where
it begar, with the struggle between two veoples for the possession

of the szme nszsﬁnw.:ww

Resurgence

The resurgence of Palestinian nationalism under the banner, not exclusively
however, of the PLO has focused many minds on the possibility of Jewish

and Paleszinian coexistence through the creation of a Palestinian State \ﬂw
on the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip. It is a formula filled with o
complex bistorical, demographic and politieal pitfalls. There are advo-
cates among both Jews and Arabs as well as those viclently opposed

among both Israelis and Pslestinians.

Some argue in the alternative that the Middle East conflict was once

local ani could have been settled in this way but {s now one for Big. Power
decision-znaking (but this only shifts the debate to rossible external im-
position of a Palestinian State formula); others argue that a settlement
must resllv be made between the confrontation states and that the Paleg-
tinian dssue has been purposefully exapgerated far out of porportion;

and others review the history of Palestine and see justificarion for only
two states in Palestine -~ Israel and Jordan* -- and so the Palestinian

19 Bernzrd Lewis, "The Palestinians and the PLO ~ A Historical Approach,*
COMMEMTARY, January 1975, p. 36,

* There s also the argument that the Palestinian State already does exist
in the ferm of Jordan, that possibly the Palestinians should be encouraged
to overtirow Hussein, or that the dav will eventually come when the Hashem—
ite Kingzm will collapse and become “the' Palestinian State. The old
terrvitory of just Trans~Jordan is 66% Palestinian and with the West Bank

is 83% Pzlestinian. Such an unlikely couple as President Bourgiba of
Tunisia axd Arik Sharon have at times advocated Hussein's downfall. Arie
Eliav whe so strongly recognized Palestinian nationalism even before nsoxJ
Yom Kippur War, nevertheless, as late as last vear insisted that Palest w
ianism must find satisfaction within a single Palestinian~Jordanian state,
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Arvabs should fiod selledetermination within the Hashemite Fingdom as 8o
wany of thely numbers have slready, 20

Bt thers should nec Yonger be any real doubt that a settlesent of the
decades~old conflint betwern Zlondism and Palestinlanism most be &

mafor aspeot of any leating and just wevtlement. And with signs that
evan wome Palercinlang, even some dIn the PLO, arve contemplating the pose
whbildiey of woewdstence with Torael, the Palestinian Srave 1dea has com
of age agaln efter move than 25 veers.  An assessment of risks and Priog
Atden wav dead to the conelusion to oppose the crestion of & third state
Ao the aven of historie Palestine, but 4t ds ne longer possible to avois
he b et dmpliedely denving the legivimacy of » digtine: Palestinian
patlonal Lam.

Recognized In Negative Terms
Witk rhe broadest of genevalizations and without an exsminstion of the
sub letdes of varlous posdtions and outlooks, 1t can be gaid chat those
prdimar iy wonveried with Tarael's wells gand future mess four
bawto arguments An favor of a Palestinlan Stave. Firet, of course,

Lo cwbmply thar che tweonationslisme both have the ripht to gelfs
determdpagdon. o Actusl v Slonder leaders duplicltly Yecopnized
Pulesrinban wpelonalism dn serletly vegative tepmay o And the Palestine

i

"L de not heve in mind A Talestintan
whate dn the adwinfetered areas separate from the state of Jordan, ..
Bt the o avetew of government dno the new tindan~Jordantan Arab
prave e monatehialy orepubldcan, Yederative, or some combization of
Ehide wo wd 1L b for the Arabs themselves to decide.' 21 Asron Ropen-
by Resesreh Divedtor for the Amerien Tevael Publie Affeivs Conmittee
CATPAC, Mehe' Jewish lobby 4n Veshington) believes no real progress

wan b made onothe Palestindan desve untdl Husseln 18 toppled,  "The

Ceon't from the preceding page)

eanentdal de w non-Hashend te Jordan', and as p revistonist Zionist, by

wtdke Ellwe, he belleves rhis new Palestinfan State shoulé only be
wunt ol the Jovdan Rivey,2d

W0 Mo rpeently forcenample see Paul Riebenfeld, "The Integrity of
Paluwtioe MOMIDETREAM, August/September 1975,

et Lk,

A Wowr vecently
Wanhington st
dn the Middle

2 pidav,
Ropenbaur presenced this view on 19 Octeber 1975 dn

o conference aporsored by the Youth Commiztes for Pesce
Bast,

L

National Convenant together with the Jung, 8T, vesolucions of the
Palestine National Council have mads wEry . wheny how dustifled ourrent
apprehensions are 23 These idesloglealw-politfeal dovuments fovee o
congideration of the Palestinisn State proposal as oty ofront for
Pan=Arab and rvadical Arab designs on all of historie Palesting s Logey
a West Bank~Caza state as only step one in the multi=gtage plan Lo evens
tuslly swallow up the Jewish State much a8 the Orisader state e Ll
12th century was eventually exervelsed by Saladin. - Mo @over, thesp
documents contain such conplete negations of Jewish na onalLam pnd

the Zionist fdea that no voom For compromise apvests con wlvab e, e
fortunately, the Palestinians have alwavs had more politdesl ard 4 den Lo
gleal content dn thely propossls for statehood than soeldl oy seononi
vislons, and consequently they have contributed femensely Lo fenre that
the current goal 1& an irvedentist state vathey than Bogtate o

fulfill the legitimate nattonal aspivations of o homeless PRODLE .

Despite these lepitimate fesrs, Palesvinian natlonsliom, however A ffevent
incoriging and wotivatfons from Zienism, i leglttmare, 4y 1o argied;

and gince 1967 many of Tsrael's sunporters have come to the conelasdon
that it sheuld not be denled expression.  Purther, the wrgument that
Palestinian nationalism has alvesdy been Fulfilled within the State of
Jdordan s demograph Ly sound but peyehologteally fallaclous.  And

since natdonalian $s primarily & trer of Loelivgs and wllegloneey,

this Jerdanian fermula ually one begging the fesue.  Bven before

the Rabat Conference the As ated Prass Almenae (1974) vepoyted thut

the Jordanian CGovernment

ig virtually detested by o livge segment of the populstion,
Higtorically, the Jovdan Biver has been the vl dd g Ldne b
tween the Bedoudn area to the eest aod the land of the mobve gow
phisticated Palestinians £o the west.. . Tt ie the differences
between these two groups that hges Long béen at the root of
Jordan's dnternal problem, 29

Fears Are Legifimate

Post~1967 developments, as horrible ae wmany of the methods used nre,
have established even dn many Zdonis ta minds s Palestinian Teperative
based on an acceptance of Palestinisn grievances and saplrationg,

23 These two documents Are reprivted ae appenddoen to the ap

by
Bernard Lewis, op. cf
24 Miavdan," ASBOCIATED PRESS ALMANAC 1974 (Hamoad Almanac, W.o¥o4 19733,
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the foresewable Tuture of any resl suecess dn destroving the founda-
Chons of the dlenist wtate. 1L the latér cholece 18 made, at least the
entidve workd will kivew that Tarael has of fered the greatest concessions
possible, views pesce not territories ag the overriding imperative,

angd camnot e chavged with dncvansigence and dnflexibiliey.* It is
Turthey polated out ther the PLO should not be expected to publicly
wowme U with a blanket statement yvenounedng elalms to all of Palestine
and wratdag explieitly willingnens to Vve forever in a West Bank-Gaza
fEate g one wore than the PLO should expect $loniam to renounce 1i8
histovieal=apledtund tles o Erete Yisrael and te the Jewish Diaspora.
The digevenion Le owver recognition of each sther's vights, not over
whiethey el ther oy both watlonaldsms 18 willing to totslly renounce its
pudddng phdlogophvs Botrh #lonists and Palestinisns are being asked to
revopnle the heeds of eaeh wther and therefore to settle for less
than what bach sees ae dte histordesl due,  "Dreaming” will still be
alloweds ond over o verfod of years various forms of cooperation,
Ancluding poswibly Terseids Uving in Palestine and Palestinians

Ihwdng dn Tevael, con be comtemplaved,

*hvanley Hoffman s his recent article A New Policy for Terael" has
ot lined perpupsively. the case for Jevaeld making of a sweeping series
of dniviarives aimed st an eVerall settlement.  Even 1f unsuccessful
sueh a move weuld bake Iarael off the hook dn terms of world-wide
pregevres for o rencessfons and ¥isgingerian salami tacties, 4f this is
what he has S winds (CRORETON AFFAIRS . April 19783, A number of other
arvdeles bave vecently appeacved Lo the Amerdcsn Jewieh eomwunity urg~
Ingy doy s ovardety of reanons  owmafor Tarvaeld dnltdatives.  See Rabbi
Honey Slepman, "Tareel and the Tervitories: A Masenting View,” D'var,
1 Beptember 1875 {apon to be teprinted 10 MOMENTY S Stephen Philip
Cobrer - ™he Real Threat of Ehe PLO,Y MOMERT, Mav/June 1975, p.32;
Waday Safvan, "What Nékt Yo The Middle East "MOMENT, October 1975,
Poodb ALEY Henry Fachter, "Who ate the Palestinians, " DISSENT,

Fall 1875, b, 387,

Zionlst opposition to the {dea of o Palestintan State comis Loy
primarily from fears, not from blindness 1o another peoplets veedn,
And though these feavs are in themselves legleinate, thiey  cannot
soundly any longer be used to justify the velfupsl te veoopnlee what
is dn facr feared == Palesvinian navionalism in dyvedentint gl B

The second argument put forth by those concecned primsrily about
Tavael's future and who also suppert the creation of u Palescindan
State has to do with the very natwee of Paleseinlan demands  aod
internal Palestinian policics we a polivies which dn, wadibateab iy,
still heavily oriented tovard an uncomprondeing dendal of thi Jegitie
macy of Jewlsh natdonalism, Would not Teeaedl wlllingress to cousist
with a sovereign Palestintan State = o allow vhe Palestinlang o
vhance at constuctive watfonnlism == b B tremendouns Db tus te

those within the PLO and within the entire Avab sworld who e onm
templating the possibility of reaching o modus vivendl with the

State of Tervael? Tt is sald, bur hardly proved, that varlous PLO
leaders dncluding Yassir Arvafat himgeldf are maneuvering coward sush
puintence 4 only Taveel would veclporcate by tereitorial
withdrawals or at least s elesy poliey on eventual withdiawal undey
specific conditions. Facing thele fnternsl politleal problomg e
Just as does Prime Minlster Rebin whese Lriedom of asetlon 1o dndewd
limited® == these Palestinlan leaders nesd to be given support in
the form of tengible concessions, sduinsions of Past hiprarieal
wrongs, and mutual contrition Lo the Chedstlan wense of thit tarm,
Only then will the PLO be able to veach s position of cowpromise,

it ds sald, aod sceept e twoestate solution with probably  ambigious
references about the future. The cholee then will be oow of ok
istence or advecacy of continuing worfare with Tleele Ldkelimood in

# Usually 4t ds sald that modérate Palestinfans waanot rdah o vénl oow
exiatence with Tersel becsuse of ‘those wmove extremist than thiyy o The
Avab word "esabla' ds sald to bonpote the community dewand Tor conformi gy
with the more ehauvinlet of peddedes, Buy vhe gituvation dn Levael La
extremely problemstical as well. Avesrding to well-hnown Tefelat welte
Amos Fednan, "T'm alvald thapr where the dssve of Judes and Semerds 1%
concerned (the West Bank), the Opposition in Tarsel i so srrong ther it
could lead us to the brink of aoelvil war ! For Rednan, this situarion
leads him to the conclusion that "The povermmenty which today shuts the
door dn the face of any hind of nepotiations with the PLO, te forefop
the next war upon us dn the near Tutore, 45

*

25 Prom TSRAEL AND PALESTINE, A DIFFERENT VIEW ourvently belng publ fahed
by BRELRA:
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