
VOL VII NO 312 JUNE 1-7, 1991 (Bl|c Arab Ainrr ican Ncum PAGE 3 

Arab feud is temporary 
Continued from page 1 

Palestinian leader Faisal Hussaini (I) talks at length with columnist Mark Bruzonsky 

I believe this is w h y we are saying that we are in a 
better condition because we are needed. 

Q:The last time the Palestinians were involved, the 
leadership in Tunis was involved and the question of 
Palestinian nationalism was involved. Now it looks l ike 
its only leaders in the occupied territories who are 
involved and the issue is not Palestinian nationalism 
but autonomy. 

A : T h a t is wha t others wan t . B u t that is not wha t 
is going on. 

I t didn' t happen before that the United States sits 
w i t h a Palest inian delegation or a group as now they 
are doing wi th the appointed group, by the P L O , 
who are holding the v iews o f the P L O , who are 
taking questions and answers , moving them 
between the P L O leadership and themselves. 

Before this it was E g y p t that was doing this . . . I am 
ta lking about direct meetings, continually and 
consistently between the A m e r i c a n s and the 
Palest inians. I believe it is the first time. 

Q: Well it's maybe the first time because it's the first 
time you've been wi l l ing to do it in this way, the first 
time you local leaders have been wil l ing to step in and 
conduct negotiations with the Americans. So that's why 
it's happening. 

A : T h e consul here ( re fer r ing to the A m e r i c a n 
Consu l Genera l in E a s t Jeru.salem), M r . Bake r , and 
the whole media in this a rea were wai t ing, phoning 
me every day, six and seven times in a day, and my 
answer was " T h n i s d id not decide yet, we are 
wai t ing for a decision from Tun i s . 

T h e n I told them, " O K there is a decision. W h o 
w i l l go there? W e are wa i t ing for a list to come from 
Tunis . A n d no list w i l l he put before Thn i s w i l l give 
the names." 

Q: So, from your point-of-view, sooner or later, 
you're in a position to say to them "Now it's time for 
you to deal with Mr. Arafat." 

A : Yes . 
Q: A n d from their point-of-view... 
A : W e are ready for th is "dialogue." I f it is 

questions and answers , I a m ready to give per.sonal 
answers . B u t the moment that they wi l l iisk for 
negotiations... 

Q: It's not the way it l(H)k.s i f you sil us I do in 
Washington. I f you si l where I sil il l (H)ks like Yiisii 
Arafat was tricked in l'>KK, ii l(M)ks like die Aiiiei leans 
wasted Iwo years of precious lime s(|iiiiiidering the 
gains ol die ii i l i lail i i while Aiiihiissiiddi IVII r i ie i i i i siti 
Willi Alied K I I I I I N I in l i i i i l s . il liMiks like now die 
Americans have downgiiided reliilioiis wii l i I ' l i leslinian 
nalionulisls and are only Uilkiiig wilh Uuiders in the 
territories because that's what the Israelis want them to 
do. A n d it looks l ike the stage is being set for Camp 
David I I . 

Q: What i f Mr. Baker comes to you sometime in the 
future - you've met him now many times and have 
some rapport with him - what i f he comes to you and 
says: " A l l r ight We've arranged a regional conference. 
Not an international conference; not the old what we 
were discussing with U . N . resolutions but somelhing 
new, a regional conference. And you've always lold me 
that the P L O has designated you and the other 
Palestinians here as represenlatives and dud you lake 
your directions from the P L O . And now we need yon 
to come to this conference. You know die Israelis woii'i 
come if official P L O people come. So we need you lo 
come and gel this conference sUirled." 

I l seems lo me i l would Iw very d i l l ic i i l i lot yon lo 
say no. 

A : Wha t arc we going lo discuss lli« 1 1 ' 
0 : I'-ach parly has iis own agenda. I In I i.n lis 

cerlainiy uren'l going lo discuss a i'alesliniiin Slule! 
A : Tliis is wl i i i l we riiseiissed in l i ie f l i s l ineeliiig 

( w i l l i B a k e r ) . A n d (he aiiNwer was, O K . " h n i do vmi 
have? 

0 : And he diK 'sii'l have very iiiiu h, I I I H S In 
A i No, iiol yel very i i i i i ch . i l i i l given l ime, he in 

I r y i n g lo come w i | h . . . E v « r y l i n i e he U l i ying lo come 
vvllh somelhing dl lTeie i i l , w l l l i somelhing new, 
which we ar e mil l eiidy lo at « epl i l . 

Q: Mow do yon lliink he has done'/ l ie 's been very 
busy. Wlial kind ol progiess do yon dunk he's made'' 

A : I f in the first meeting the atmosphere was that 
the Amer i cans are t ry ing to find a w a y how to get 
r i d of the P L O , but I can say thai Ihe olher Iwo 

Q: In olher words lliese mcclings give you credibility 
as wel l as him. And its credibility that you can use at 
an appropriale lime. 

A : A n d this "no" of me it w i l l he more strong after 
the th i rd meeting than al ter the first o r wi thout any 
meeting. 

Q: O K , this is true. But back to the key issue. M y 
impression is dial wc arc only in the opening phases of 
a very long and loriuous negotiation. There's no 
scttlemenl likely lo come scxrn. A l l kinds o f things are 
going to ha | ) |H 'n . We're nowhere near a real peace 
conference, l i i i i the ( S I I I I K al . theatrics of a l l this have 
lo be gone dnoiigh U s anse of what's happened in he 
region. Would yon iigiee'/ 

A : I can say l ike this. Nnlhing, long or short , can 
start wi thout us. Nolhing, long or short , can end 
without us. 

Q: But if I wem the Isiiudls I would respond by 
saying lo myself dial eveiy yeai we can delay this wc 
put more selllers, we hiiild iiioie nviids, we. Uikc more 
lands, we deiiioiall/e in I 'lilesllnians. 

How much lime lo do yon have'/ You can'l have Iwo 
years "dialogue" in I'linls, now two years dialogue with 
Faisal l lnsseini , then die nesl i'residenl wi l l come and 
have dialogues with someone else. .. 

A : Maybe i l w i l l mi l lake such a long l ime . Maybe 
we can be able lo come lo a concii ision, lo a res i i i l . 
When Ibis l ime. .Shamir wi l l say " N o " maybe Mr . 
Baktr w i l l not say "here is my phone n u m b e r " . 

0 : You think a confrontation can be created between 
ihcU.S. and Israel? 

look at it from our point-of-view that ( i f we are) 
coming hack to the jungle let us send the p layers 
who can play the game of the Jungle. 

Q: What do you mean by that? 
A : H e must si t w i t h someone else. 
Q: Who? Y o u said earlier that there wasn't anyone 

else. 
A : Someone w i t h a bigger heard. 
Q: A bigger beard? Much bigger? 
A : Yes , m u c h higger.. .Mayhe. 
Q: Those people don't want to sit wi lh Baker, they 

don't want to even sit w i l h guys like me! 
A : W h e n they w i l l feel their importance, they w i l l 

meet. No one in this w o r l d is not ready to meet wi th 
the other side. No one. I can meet wi th the other 
side, in one of two cases: when I feel that I a m 
strong enough to t a lk to h i m , or when he w i l l force 
me to come to ta lk w i t h h im when my hands are tied 
behind m y hack . A n d now, we believe that we are 
strong enough to meet w i t h them, wi th the Lsrael is , 

w i th B a k e r , and to ta lk and to negotiate and to give 
and to take. 

Q: I f you are strong enough to meet with Baker why 
aren't you also strong enough to welcome him to your 
country when he comes, to hold a meeting, maybe two 
meetings, and then to say in front of a press conference 
something l ike this: "Mr. Baker is engaged in shuttle 
diplomacy with a l l the leaders of the region and we've 
informed him that, as people who live under an 
occupation, we cannot be the negotiator under such 
conditions and I gave him the address and phone 
number o f Mr. Arafat in Tunis and encouraged him, on 
his way back to America , to make a slop to see our 
leadership." W h y didn't you say something l ike this? 

A : I t is the decision of M r . Ara fa t to take. 
Q: Mr. Arafat doesn't want to meet Mr. Baker 

anymore? 
A : No, it is the decision of h im when I w i l l say 

such a sentence. 
Q: You're suggesting that Mr. Arafat doesn't want the 

Secretary to include the P L O in this round o f shuttling? 
A : Y o u don't unders tand me we l l . I n the first 

meeting w i t h M r . B a k e r M r . Ara fa t was isolated in 
Thn i s . I n the second meeting with M r . B a k e r a lot o f 
people, media and diplomatic people, they were 
ready to go and t r y to find from M r . A r a f a t wha t is 
the real relat ionship between what is going on in 
Je rusa lem and wha t is going on in Tt in is . Af ter the 
th i rd meeting w i t h M r . B a k e r F rance was so 
anxious to invite M r . Ara fa t and to have a meeting 
in P a r i s . I f the mother of M r . B a k e r had not died, 
then after this four th meeting you would have seen 
Mr . Ara fa t , again, as in the old time, invited by 
more than one President and State in E u r o p e , the 
same ones thai were mad a l him because of his 
poslllon dur ing Ihe war. 

A n d Ihe AmerlcanN w i l l he fiirced, and Ihe Lsraelis 
w i l l he rorced...cither to come quickly and accept 
Europe , tell ing them that you can enter the 
conference hut not through M r . Ara f a t who they are 
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