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Israeli Left Tries Something New

By Mark A. Bruzonsky

Recently a group of progressive
Israelis, took a very unusual step
... unusual in a number of ways.

First they made an appeal di-
rectly to the American Congress.
That in itself, for a private group
of Israeli citizens, is rather ex-
traordinary.

Second they asked, actually
pleaded with, the American Con-
gress to withhold something from
Israel. It’s hard to remember any
time in the past when Israelis have
asked the American Congress not
to provide something.

This latest nuance in the com-
plicated American-Israeli rela-
tionship came in the form of an
“Open Letterto Members of Con-
gress.”

The “Open Letter” was orga-
nized primarily by Reserve Major
General Mattityahu Peled, cur-
rently Professor of Arabic Litera-
ture at Tel Aviv University, whose
recent interview with me was fea-
tured just a few weeks ago in this
newspaper. -

Here are key sections of the
“Open Letter™

“Out of -our deep concern for
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the fate of our country, we — a
group of Jewish Israeli citizens
— feel that the time has come to
address you,” the “Open Letter”
begins. ;

“Since its founding, our coun-
try has been at war with its neigh-
bors. In its isolated position and
burdened with huge military ex-
penses, it could maintain itself
only thanks to foreign aid, which
in the last two decades has been
generously provided by the United
States. In fact, due to your will-
ingness to provide that aid to our
country, Israel has become the
largestrecipient percapitaof U.S.
aid.

the“OpenLet-
ter” continues,
“the U.S. has
assumed a
considerable
responsibility.
It is with
American
money thatthe
govemmentof
Israel can pur-
sue its poli-
cies, whichre-
grettably include the policy of
gradually annexing the Occupied
Territories of the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip. Such annexation is
affected by setting up new settle-
ments and creating an expanding
Jewish presence in those territo-
ries. With American money, the
government is able to offer hous-
ing . . . Such a policy inevitably
entails gross violation of human
rights of the indigenous Palestin-
ianpopulation of the Occupied Ter-
ritories, whose land is expropri-
ated so that the new Jewish settle-
ments may be established.

“All this is done openly, with the
knowledge of the entire Isracli

population,” the 15 brave signers
of this unprecedented “Open Let-
ter” —mostly professors and writ-
ers — add in their prefatory com-
ments.

“The United States cannot shrug
off a degree of responsibility for
the way itsmoneyisused. Against
the wishesofatleast half of Israel’s
own citizens, the government
maintains a policy which is detri-
mental tg the chances for peace in
our region. It can afford to do so
only thanks to the continued flow
of unconditional Americanaid. In-
deed, peace initiatives — such as
the one presently undertaken by
Secretary of State Baker — stand
nochance of success aslong as the
Shamir government persists in its
unrealistic and irresponsible
“Greater Israel” policy. This
policy is directly responsible now
for the daily hardships caused by a
violent conflict which isbeing un-
necessarily perpetuated at a time
when—atlong last— there seems
to existareal chance to bring it to
an end and start a process aimed at
achieving peace. Needless to add
that with the elimination of the
chances for peace, the danger of
another war becomes imminent.”
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