P. dent Bush 13 ¢ ly laking
the U.S. w war in the Middle Hast. He is
building up vur forces in the region, pro-
voking Saddam Hussein w respond if he
dares, and selling the siage where an
uncident of any kind can guickly become
the spark, the excuse if you will, for a full-
scale Amencan assault on Img.

President Mubarak in Egypt has already
prepared his own countrymen on natsonal
television W expect “a massive miliry
sirtke against Irag. "

But President Hush has presenied a
rather inwomplete and simplified jusuh
vation [or the impending war This is not
really going 1o be a war about oil supplies
or even ol prces

Alter all, Irag never theeatened 1o cut off
ml supphes, only 10 rmise prices o levels
they were al a lew years ago. Indeed 1l is
Amenican i tons which now threaten the
possible destructuion of mapw ol (acilities
wnd & severe, possibly catastrophic, esca
laton of ol prices. Furthermore, by al-
lowing uself 1o agnan become dependent
on imporied Arab oil, and greatly cutting
back on domestic oil production, the 1S
helped create uxiay's oil situation.

Rather, the impending military clash in
the Middle t:ast 1s {ar more a confronta-
ton about hegemony, political influence
and control of resources,

Like the Suez Crisis of the S0, the S1x
Day War of the td)s and the Yom Kippur
War of the 705, the Kuwait Cnms of 1990
15 andther wrming poumt in history. What
ever happens [rom this pownt forwand, the
Muddie East will never again be the same

Amerncan hegemonic interesis  have
been challenged by Saddam Hussein of
lrayg renumiscent, i some crucial ways at
lewst, of Gumal Aldel Nasser’s challenge
o the Brish i the S8 and then 1 the
Isruelis in 6/

Nasser won his bet against the Butsh
and the French, but only because he then
had the 1S opposing & conunung ole
lor the two lommer Furopean colomal
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powers in the Middle East. But Nasser
failed terribly in 1967, this ume with the
U S backing lsrael and falsely portraying

him, ag isbeing done now with Saddam, as
a dangerous madman

Then, of courss, il was Anwar Sadat who
first atempied Lo reach an sccommoda
uon with both larsel and the 1.5, through
diplomacy. But Sadat found himself hav
ing first W resort W war belore he could
successfully pursue his dreams of s Wash-
ingwon-Caro conneclion predscated on
Egyptian willingness 10 make an accom-
modation with lsrael.

The basic lessons leamed cach past
decade are that miliary lorce, diplomacy
and the pursuil of hegemonic natonal
inicrests are 8 complicaled inierwoven
whole; and that the outcome of nital
sieps cannot always be foreseen, indood s
usually unex pecied

The same is true wday with the current
Kuwait Criss

It's not just a quesuon of who will pre
vaul in the current cnsis, or of the specific
oulcome of the impending military con
frontation which soems ahead.

Events taking place woday, just like prios
moments where history umed, will rever
besate fur years W come inflluencing and
iwisting the fulure considesations and
polcies of Arab governments far into the
future

Both George Bush and Saddam Hussein
are aculely aware ol this greater histonc
reality

For Bush, Amencan econonie and sira
legic concerns are parasmount. In shor,
the LIS, wants 0 remain the pnmary
arbiter of Mukdle Bastern polincs and
evonomics Once commined, the U S
will not be able 10 back away withoul
suffering severely in ierms of influence
andl leverage thioughout the Muddle Fast

For Hussem and many Arah nationalists,
us President Mubarak of Egypt sad on §
Aug “The very image of the Arab nation
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15 &l siake.” He is now commited w0
holding the [ormer area of Irag we all call
Kuwail. And 10 achieve the mantle of
Arub leadership that he secks he has
hold on, or st least W put up a serious fight.

Throughout the Arab workd- -cspecually
in Jordan, smong the Palestunians, and
among the impovenshed masses that have
not shared the oil wealth--there is consad:
erable suppon for Hussein as became
clear the other evening when CBS News
anchorman Dan Rather wok his cameras
oul 10 the man on the street in Amman. For
many Arabs the confrontation brewing is
one between Amb nalionalism  and
Amencan imperialism, the issue of Ku-
wail being socn as an intemnal Arsb madier

With the intifada still raging in Palestine
and now American forces racing loward
the Ciulf, Washingion has become once
again hixated on what for most Americans
15 the inscrutability and instability of the
Middle Fasi region. War lever 1s on the
nse here at a ferocious pace. And Amen
cans arc rather bewildered and increas-
gly afrad; 8 well undersiood formula
for prepanng a socsety for conflict and
swcnifice

In this siuation we AmCricans are mi
thinking back in hisuwy (o the events of
the past that have, wken wll wgether,
vrealed wday's dilenvmas Nor s there
much thinking ahead, it secms, 10 where
woday’s pohoies of nuliary confromanon

may be leading some years down the road

Rather the atmosphere i our country
uxday seems increasingly o be one of sell
nghicous assertivencss and escalating
belligerence. History be damned, our
“national interest” are al stake! Yot we
scem blissfully unaware that others 100
have natonal intesests

Fven more omuinously, though, populas
Arab sentiments raise lide interest from
our leaders i Washingion who seem o
have gouen o comfonable just conson
ing with Arab Kings Yet in the end o 18
these senuments which may determine
our faie in the region.

Once again Amencan miliasy nught s
going o make the difference, we are 1old,
but this 15 not the first time we've heard
such sentuments

We are in the vortes of # lust approach
ing histonic stonm likely 1o wreak mapn
havoc and destruction 1t s not foresee
able now what the situation may be when
the storm has spent stsell and moved on

Muark Hrwonsky, an experi on the
Middle Fast who has visiied the region
frequently over the past 1Y years, writesa
weekly column appearing in a number of
Muddle East newspapers Hismostrecent
hoak, published by the Woodrow Wilvon
Center at the Smuthvonian Instuation was
tled Security In 'he Middle Kast Re
glonal Change and (Cireat 'ower
Strategies &




