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The Middle East Will Never Be The Same 
B y M M k B m u N w h y 

• ( C U i k n i B u s h is cAUIAHUly lAking 

(he U S k> WAT in ihe h4iddle K A U H e u 

h u i l d i n g up u u i f u r c e i i n ihe region, prxy 

vohing SaddAui HuAseui lo reNiund i ( he 

i l A i e i , And K l l i n g die i lAge w h e n An 

iiH'idenl of Any k i n d CAn q u i c k l y become 

t h e s p A f k . l h e e s c u s e d y o u w d l , f i v e f u l l -

scAle A m e r i c e n A S S A U I I on I m q . 

I*residenl Mubarak i n B g y p I h e i Already 

lueiHued h i s o w n c o u n u y m e n on nAUonal 

i r l e v i s i o n u> e x p e c l " a m a u i v e m i l i u l r y 

s u i k r AgAinsI ItAq " 

l l u l P r e s i d c n l Hush has presenuc* A 
ralhei i iHonip le ie and s u n p h r w d j u s l i f i 

I Aiioii liW Ihe i i i i | iendmg W A I T h i s is nol 

real ly going lo he a war aboui o i l supplies 

o i even o i l prices 

A l l e r a l l . Iraq n e v c i ihreauined l o c u l o f l 

o i l suiqi l ies . only lo raise prices u i leve ls 

Ihcy were a i a l e w y e a n ago Indeed i l is 

Ai i ier icAn ac iHiiis w h i c h now Ihreeien die 

IKissible d e s u u c i i o n o l m a j i u w l fAci l l l les 

and a severe , (x iss ib ly c a u s t n i p h i c . esca 

lAlain o l (111 pr ices H u i d i e r m o i e . by a l 

l o w u i g i i se l f lo Agam become dependeni 

on inqNuied A r a b o i l . and greedy c u i u n g 

bac k o n donicai ic o i l p r o d u c l i o n . die U . S . 

bell ied crealc K a l a y ' s m l s l l u a u n 

K a l h e r . ihe inqiending m i l l u r y c l a s h I n 

Ihe M i d d l e l i a s i is lar more a c a n f i u n i a 

lUHi ahoui hegenuHiy. p o l i u c a l inf luence 

and c r a i l n i l of rearnia'es. 

I Ike I h e S u e / ( T i s i s o l die V i s . ihe S i s 

Day W a r o l ihe hOs and die Y n m K i p p u r 

W a r o l die 7( ls . Ihe K u w a i K ' n s i s o f IVdO 

IS anoiher lurnnig p o u i i i n h i s u a y W h a i 

ever ha|i|iens I r o n i ih i s p o u i l f i u w a i d . Ihe 

M a l i l l e l i a s i w i l l never aga in be Ihe same 

A m e r i c a n l iegei i i i inic inlcresis have 

lieeii ( l ial lei iged by S a d d a m Husse in of 

Iraq l e r i i i i i i s i e i i l . in some i i u c ial w a y s a l 

leas l .o f ( i a i i u i l A l a l e l Nasser 's challenge 

I I I die l l r i l i s l i I I I (III- V i s and Iheii lo Ihe 

I s i a e l i s I I I f i / 

Na\.ser w o n Ins I v i aga ins l the l l i i i c s h 

and die T ' l e i u l i . bul only because he l l ie i i 

had die 1 1 S ii|i|Hising a i i m i m u i i i g idle 

t i l l die I w o t o i i n e i l'.uro|ieari i i i l i i n t a l 

p o w e r s UI die M i d d l e base B u l Nasaer 

fa i led terribly i n l % 7 . d i is l i m e w i t h die 

U S b a c k i n g Israe l and falsely p o n r a y i n g 

h i m . M IS being done now w l ib S a d d a m . a t 

a dangerous m a d m a n 

T h e n . u f c o u n e . i l w u A n w a r S a d a l w h o 

r u s i auempted 1 0 reach an t c c o m m o d a 

iron w u h boih larael and die U S . through 

d i p l o m a c y B u l S a d a l found h i m s e l f hav 

ing f l n i 1 0 reaon u i w a r before he c o u l d 

succeatfuUy p u n u e h i t d r e a m t o f a W a t h -

uigion C a u o c o n n e c u o n psedicaied on 

E g y p t i a n w i l l l n g n e i t u i m a k e a n a c c o m 

modai ion w i t h Israel 

T h e bnaic l e t t i i i u I c a m e d each past 

decarke are thai m i h l a r y f i x c e . d i p l o m a c y 

and the pureuii of hegemonic n a i i i x i a l 

i n i e r e a u are a c o m p l i c a i e d i n i e r w o v e n 

whole ; and d i a l the ouU'tane of in i t ia l 

s lept cannot a l w a y s be f iueteen. indeed i t 

u s u a l l y u n e s p e c i e d 

T h e aame I t uue today w i d i the current 

K u w a r i I ' r i a i t 

U s not j u t t a q u e t u o n of w h o w i l l pre 

v a i l i n die current c n t i t . or of die speciTic 

outcome o f die i m p e n d i n g m i l i t a r y con 

f iunlat ion w h i c h t e e m s ahead. 

l i v e n t s t a k i n g place u x l a y . j u t t l i k e p n o r 

m o m e n u w h e r e history turned, w i l l rever 

berate fur y e a n u i c o m e inf luencing and 

i w i t t i n g the future c o n t i d e t a i l u i u and 

( lo l ic ies o f A r a b governments far into the 

future 

Both (iecirge B u s h and Saddam H u s s e i n 

are acutely a w a r e of this greater historic 

real i ty 

f i x H u s h . A n i e i i c a i i e c o n o m i c and s u a 

legic c i i i K c r n s are | iarai i iouni . I n s f x x l . 

Ihe 1 1 S w a n u u i r e m a i n the p r i m a r y 

arbiier o l Middle l i a a l e m i x i l i t i c s and 

cc onrmiics O n c e c i H n n i i i i c t l . Ihe U S 

w i l l m i l tie able to back a w a y without 

suf ler l i lg severely m terms of m f l u e i x e 

and leverage I h r o u g l x i u l Ihe M u l d l e E a s t 

l-or 1 lusse i i i and m a n y A r a b n a r i i x i a l i s t s . 

a.s I S c s i d e n l M u l x u a k of E g y p t sa id i x i H 

A u g '"The v e i y image of llie A r a b i ia l io i i 

IS a l s t a k e . " He is n o w c o m m i t t e d to 

holding the former area o f I r a q we a l l c a l l 

K u w a i t A n d u i achieve the mantle of 

A r a b leaderehip that he seeks he hat u i 

hold o n . or ai least u i put up a ser ious Tight 

Throughout the A r a b w i x l d e s p e c i a l l y 

in l o r d a n . a m i x i g die Pa les t in ians , and 

among the u n p o v e n s h e d masses thai have 

not shared the o i l wealth there is c o n s u l 

erable s u p p u n fur H u s a e i n u became 

clear Ihe other evening when C B S N e w s 

anchorman D a n Rather took his cameras 

out u> the m a n o n the street UI A m m a n Pus 

many A r a b a the c o t i f n x i t a l i o n b r e w i n g Is 

one between A r a b n a u o n a l i s m and 

A m e r i c a n I m p e r i i d i a m . the Issue of K u ­

wait b e u g seen as an u u e m a l A r a b matter 

W i t h the u u i f a d a suU ragmg u i Paleatine 

and now A m e t K a n f i x c e s racmg u i w a r d 

i h t ( l u l f . W a s h l n g u x i has become i x i c e 

again l i s a i e d on what f i x most A m e r i c a n s 

IS the inscrutabi l i ty and instabil i ty of the 

Middle E a s t region W a r fever is on die 

rise here at a feroc ious pace A n d A m e n 

c a n s are rather bewi ldered and uicreas-

i i ig ly a f ra id ; a w e l l u n d e r s i i x x l f i x m u l a 

l i x prepanng a s c x r l y l i x c i x i t l i c l ami 

sacriTice 

I n this s i tual ion we A m e r i c a n s arc m x 

thinking hack in h i s l i x y ( i i the eveiil.s ot 

the past that h a v r l u k i i i n i l uigc lher . 

created i c x l a y ' s dil i- imiins Nor is there 

m u c h thuikir ig a l w a i l . i i seem.s. lo where 

i i x l a y ' s |H>lii l e s o l m i l i i u i y i o i i l r n i i i n i i o i i 

m a y be leading stune years i k i w n the n i a d 

R a i h e i the atmosphere i n our country 

k x l a y seems u icreas ing ly k i I w i x i e o f s e l l 

nghteous assert iveness and escalat ing 

bel l igerence l l l s u i r y he i l a m n e d . our 

" n a t i o n a l interest" are at s u i k c ! Y e t we 

seem b l i ss fu l ly u n a w a r e that others i i x i 

have nati iHial l i i leresis 

E v e n more i x i i i i k i u s l y . t h i x i g h . |xipular 

A r a b sentiments raise h i d e interest f n x n 

our leaders in W a s h i n g k i n w h o seem u i 

have g i x t e n U K i c o n i f o r u b l e just consort 

ing w i t h A r a b K i n g s Y e i I n the e n d u i t 

these sent iments w h i c h m a y d e t e m i l n e 

our tale i n the r e g k x i . 

O n c e aga in A m e r i c a n m i l i t a r y m i g h t is 

going k i m a k e the d i f ference , we are told, 

hut this IS i x x the fust t ime w e ' v e heard 

s u c h sentiments 

W e are i n the v i x t e s o f a last a i q x o a c h 

ing h i s u x i c s tra in l i k e l y k i w i e a k n i a j r a 

h a v i x and d e s t m c l i o n I I is m x loresee 

able n o w what the s i luat i ra i m a y Ixi w h e n 

the storm has s j ie i i i i tself and m o v e d on 

Mark Hruiimsky. an ri/itrl on thr 

Mitidle fast whtf lui\ v i i i l e i f the tejtutn 

f t r q u r n t t y o v r i i h r p a \ l 11 y r i i r . i . w r i i r i i i 

weekly tolunut afti'eorlnK in i l numhrr of 

Mtitdle fiLM newtpofwts tits truntin enl 

book. jmWl. i/ ic f by the Woodiow Wihon 

i 'enlei al theSmohtontitnInMttutum wii\ 

lalrJSeiurtly In Ihe Middle h u l l he 

gional Change and (Iteal I'ower 

Strateglet * 


