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The

lunatic
efence

lives right now in New

York, but he’s Israeli
through and through. In fact,
he’s one of Israel’'s best-
known and most gifted
novelists. He wrote The
Road to Ein Harod, which is
the reason we met—a novel
about a right-wing take-over
in Israel resulting in a
“crazy” situation in which
not only are Palestinians
hunted down but so are “lef-’
tist” Israelis like Amos
Kenan.

“A leftist in Israel,” Amos
writes, “is neither communist
nor Marxist, it’s somebody
who thinks Israel should
make peace with the Palesti-
nians.”

“You become an extreme
leftist,” my new friend adds,
“only when you believe that
Israel should negotiate with
the FLO.”

Amos is among Israel’s
confused and bewildered
“extreme leftists”. You find
them in strange places scat-
tered throughout the society.
Many are of Amos’s genera-
tion, late 50’s and 60’s; and
in some cases, like Amos’s,
fought with the Israeli right-
wing in their youth. Sadly
they are all divided into a
variety of fractured groups
and organisations that hardly
are able to keep up with each
other’s activities.

But what brings these “lef-
tists” together is a different
kind of Zionism, a variant
that few but themselves
know very much about, a
Zionism that really isn't
Zionism anymore, not in the
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sense the word has come to
be widely understood any-
way. When Amos got a table
full of his friends together for
me a month or so ago in Tel
Aviv they all kept insisting
that their real identification
was not as Jews, and not as
Zionists, but as Israelis,
something new under the
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sun. And in some cases, im-
portant cases like Amos,
these Israelis are eager to
form alliances with Palesti-
nians as they in many ways
talk a language strangely re-
miniscent of the old secular
state formula.

All this is simply by way of
a short introduction to Amos

Kenan and Israelis like him.
In a few weeks a lengthy
interview with Amos will be
appearing here so he can talk
about these difficult but ex-
tremely important concepts
and distinctions himself.

For now, something else is
on my mind—the May 20
massacre that has unleashed
the second phase of the In-
tifada.

Since it happened this tra-
gic event has been on Amos’s
mind. He had something on
his chest that he wanted,
needed, to say about all this.

Now back home, in Israel,
Amos Kenan is a rather well-
known writer. His column
appears weekly in Israel’s
largest-circulation newspap-
er, Yediot Aharonot. His
articles appear prominently
in Israeli magazines. And his
latest novel, The Road to Ein
Harod, was made into a
movie.

But here in America the
rules of the road are diffe-
rent, especially when what
vou want to say doesn’t con-
form to the general norms of
debate.

So last week Amos wrote
what he had to say and
quickly tried The Nation
magazine, then The New
York Times. No go, no tak-
ers. Then, pressured by time,
he had it faxed to over 25
smaller American newspap-
ers. No go, no bites, nobody
interested. Maybe nobody
understood.

Judge for yourself. Here's

. what Ames wrote but didn’t
succeed in getting published
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