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Everybody Wants To Be President 
W a s h i n g t o n - 12 F e b r u a r y — I f there are 
s t i l l those w h o t h i n k that G e o r g e B u s h ' s 
W a s h i n g t o n is going to do something d r a m a t i c 
i n the M i d d l e E a s t to b r i n g about an I s r a e l i -
P a l e s t i n i a n peace, s u c h i l lus ions should have 
faded by n o w . 

W a s h i n g t o n is preoccupied w i t h lots o f other 
issues a n d prob lems . G e t t i n g i n v o l v e d i n a 
bit ter fight w i t h I s r a e l a n d her J e w i s h min ions 
here at home is not anyone 's idea o f good sense 
pol i t ics . 

S a y s one astute W a s h i n g t o n player w h o 
served i n a h igh W h i t e H o u s e job back i n the 
ear ly years o f the Reagan A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
" W h e n y o u told me s ix months ago that the 
B u s h A d m i n i s t r a t i o n a n d the I s rae l i s were 
rea l ly i n bed together a n d just p l a y i n g de lay ing 
games and using S h a m i r ' s 'e lections p l a n ' i n a 
decept ive w a y , I real ly thought y o u were w r o n g 
a n d that the new B u s h A d m i n i s t r a t i o n was 
ser ious . B u t n o w I t h i n k you are r i g h t . T h i s 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n is just as b a d , e v e n worse i n 
some w a y s , than the last one w h e n it comes to 
I s r a e l a n d the P a l e s t i n i a n s . " 

M o s t o f the rest o f the reasons the P L O ' s 
" W a s h i n g t o n s t r a t e g y " i sn ' t l ike ly to succeed 
were o u t l i n e d b y N o a m C h o m s k y i n m y 
lengthy three-par t i n t e r v i e w w i t h h i m that was 
recent ly p u b l i s h e d i n this publ i ca t ion . 

B u t there are other important reasons as 
w e l l . F i r s t o f a l l , at least it is the impress ion 
here , the Israe l i s have managed to conta in the 
I n t i f a d a . W h a t that means m pract ice is that 
d r a m a t i c p ic tures aren ' t on the evening news 
a n d the I n t i f a d a has faded as an issue that has to 
be responded to w i t h other than plat i tudes. I n 
this c r u c i a l sense the Pa les t in ians fa i led to cash 
i n w h e n they were on top a n d n o w its abit late i n 
the day. 

A n o t h e r reason is that the Israe l i s have 

managed — w i t h A m e r i c a n c o m p l i c i t y and 
P L O c o n f u s i o n — to twis t the publ i c debate to 
one of " e l e c t i o n p l a n s " rather than one of 
Pa les t in ian independence. M o s t A m e r i c a n s 
are so b e w i l d e r e d b y a l l the points a n d 
counterpoints that they 've gone on to t h i n k 
about other th ings — just w h a t the I s rae l i s had 
i n m i n d b y p l a y i n g their cards as they have . 

B e g i n d i d the same th ing a decade ago b y 
c o m i n g f o r w a r d w i t h the " a u t o n o m y " concept 
i n the m o n t h s a f te r P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r 
e x p o u n d e d the need for " a Pa les t in ian 
h o m e l a n d " — a n d in the end this propel led a 
basic change in C a r t e r A d m i n i s t r a t i o n pol icy 
toward a separate peace w i t h E g y p t . T h e 
debate was s w i t c h e d f r o m " h o m e l a n d " , 
I s r a e l i - P a l e s t i n i a n n e g o t i a t i o n s , a n d 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e to " a u t o n o m y " , 
" W e s t B a n k e l e c t i o n s " , a n d m u l t i - y e a r 
schemes that were purposely designed to lead 
nowhere . 

I n the a f termath of Y a s s e r A r a f a t ' s bo ld b id 
for a place at the negotiat ing table, S h a m i r a n d 
R a b i n have used the same basic tact ic of 
" s h i f t i n g the debate" . W h e r e a s Begin used 
" a u t o n o m y " for this purpose , now the Israe l i s 
have come f o r w a r d w i t h the notion of 
" e l e c t i o n s " , and more recently o f " C a i r o t a l k s " 
a n d " a W a s h i n g t o n F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r s 
m e e t i n g . " 

I t ' s a l l a p l y , o f course , to b u y t ime to c r u s h 
the I n t i f a d a , to regain the d i p l o m a t i c in i t ia t ive , 
a n d to hope that c i r cumstances w i l l change 
along the w a y . 

A n d a l l this has been done, and is being done, 
i n coordinat ion w i t h B u s h ' s W a s h i n g t o n — 
don ' t bel ieve a n y t h i n g else. A n d then the 
I s rae l i s have cra f t i ly used W a s h i n g t o n ' s 
leverage o n E g y p t to get the M u b a r a k 
government to p u s h A r a f a t ' s P L O fur ther into 

this trojan horse process. 
S t i l l another reason that little serious effort 

s h o u l d n o w be expected f r o m the B u s h 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n is that the vast panoply o f pro -
Pa les t in ian groups i n the U . S . are themselves 
confused a n d d i v i d e d ; so m u c h so that nobody 
is ser iously speaking out i n a w a y that 's real ly 
be ing heard here. 

W h e n most o f these groups got together on 
D e c e m b e r 31st, for instance, to sponsor a 
demonstra t ion supposed to be i n sol idar i ty 
w i t h t h e l a r g e " T i m e F o r P e a c e " 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n i n J e r u s a l e m , they o n l y 
managed to br ing out an embarrass ing ly s m a l l 
group of people — a few h u n d r e d at most . I t 
was a perfect sign of the general incompetence 
a n d impotence that has come to character ize 
the m u l t i t u d e of s m a l l and often se l f - serv ing 
p r o - P a l e s t i n i a n groups i n this c o u n t r y . 

W h e n it comes to the J e w i s h peace 
m o v e m e n t , the s i tuat ion is not m u c h better. I n 
general , the J e w i s h groups have been largely 
coopted b y Peace N o w and their A m e r i c a n 
fr iends whose basic strategy is to show a smi ley 
I s rae l i face a n d then make sure that A m e r i c a n 
J e w s are kept on board come what m a y . T h i s is 
achieved b y put t ing f o r w a r d rather cheap and 
easy s logans — " m u t u a l r e c o g n i t i o n , " 
"negot iat ions n o w " , " 1 9 9 0 : T i m e F o r P e a c e , " 
" T w o - S t a t e s o l u t i o n " — w h i l e ins i s t ing on 
re fus ing to get i n v o l v e d w i t h key and basic 
issues — money , mass demonstra t ions , c i v i l 
disobedience. 

O n e perfect example o f this s i tuat ion is a new 
group c a l l i n g i tself the " J e w i s h Peace L o b b y " 
and headed by J e r o m e Segal . S a i d to be 
organized as a counter to the A m e r i c a n - I s r a e l 
P u b l i c A f f a i r s C o m m i t t e e ( A l P A C ) , the real i ty 
is that this group is being pushed f o r w a r d — by 
elements w i t h i n Peae N o w , the l e f t - w i n g of the I 


