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N a sense the multi-fa-
I ceted and  confusing
“peace  movement” in
Israel has got a bad name.
Unfortunately, deservedly so.

Usually, those in Europe,
the US, or, the Arab world
who think about Israel's
“peace movement™ focus on
such organisations as Peace
Now, such personalities as
Abba Eban and Yossi Sarid,
and such institutions as New
Outlook magazine its associ-
ated research centre The Inter-
national Centre For Peace In
The Midde East (ICPME),
and the Centre's affiliated
group in the US whose best-
known personality is Rita
Houser.

And so no wonder — espe-
cially for the most knowledge-
able and enlightened —
Israel’s “peace movement™ has
a bad name; a name very often
associated with hypocrisy, in-
consistency, national chauvin-
ism. and repeated attempts to
trick and cajole the Palesti-
nians into some kind of self-
serving elections or worse yet
“autonomy.”

These groups and personali-
ties may be well-known, but
they are politically duplicitous,
terribly  self-centred, and
almost  always  extremely
opportunistic. Furthermore, in
all cases mentioned in the pre-
ceding paragraphs, the hand
and money of Isracl's schi-
zophrenic and quite untrust-
worthy Labour Party can be
detected with just a bit of
effort

But worst of all, these bet-
ter-known groups and perso-
nalities are not really Isracl's
“peace movement™ after all,
Yet by co-opting the word
“pedace”™ and grabbing atten-
tion to themselves they create
a situation where the serious
peace groups have all the more
difficulty rallying allies and
supporters to their side.

Furthermore, in many cases.
these better-known groups and
personalities are actually part
of a long-planned Israeli estab-
lishment conspiracy to co-opt
the term “peace” and push
those truly advocating a real
and honest peace with the
Palestinians off to the radical
fringe.

For example, just a few
months ago — after self-ser-
vingly selling his own maga-
zine Ha'olam Hazeh to those
on the Israeli right-wing —
long-time peace activist Uri

Avneri finally wrote an article -

in which he revealed that the
Israeli Foreign Ministry was

_long associated with funding

and promoting. New Outlook
magazine, and that the “Inter-
national Centre enjoys the sec-
ret ‘support of Labour Party
financing funds and ... is consi-
dered as one of the party’s
institutions.”

But further buried within
Israeli society — and lacking
either the resources or the
self-promotion style and in-
stincts needed to push them-
selves forward into greater in-
ternational view — there are
very serious personalities and
very honest organisations that
deserve far more attention and
support.

The most important such
group that I have come across
brings together major Israeli
personalities, as well as major
Palestinians some who have
Israeli citizenship and others
who live in the occupied terri-
tories, into a single organisa-
tion known by this very long-
winded name: “The Israeli and
Palestinian writers, artists and
academics Committee Against
Occupation and for Peace and
the Freedom to Create.”

With a name like this clearly
these are people not very
atturned to public relations or
sloganeering of any kind!

But what these Israeli Jews
and Palestinan  Arabs really
are very dedicated and very
courageous peace pioneers.

Emile Habibi, the well-
known Palestinian writer and
former editor of Al-lttihad,
and actor Mohamed Bakry are
two of the most important
Arab personalities who lead
this group.

Among the Jews, some of
them are in Isracli prisons for
doing such dastardly things as
meeting with persons in the
PLO to talk about how to
bring about real peace. Some
of them have given up impor-
tant positions within the Israeli
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establishment to stand up for
their convictions. And some of
them have been attacked, had
their homes or cars fire-
bombed, and/or had their lives
threatened.

Novelist and  columnist
Amos Kenan and poet Natan
Zach are among the best-
known Israeli Jewish persona-
lities heading this organisa-
tion.

One of Kenan's best-known
novels, The Road to Ein
Harod which was recently
made into a movie, depicts a
futuristic fascist take-over of
Israel and a government that
begins hunting down not only
Arabs but Jewish sympathlsers
(like himself).

And three years ago Zach
created a tremendous scandal
in Israel when as head of
Israel’s delegation to an inter-
national poetry festival he
withdrew indicating he would
no longer represent Israel be-
cause for him Israel had lost its
legitimacy by, its treatment of
the Palestinians. As 'one in-
dication of Zach's stature, the
others on the delegation then
refused io attend as well.

Once one leaves Israeli
shores one doesn't hear very
much about this very impor-
tant group of Israeli Jews and
Palestinian Arabs who have
joined hands to fight for
mutual dignity and mutual
national independence. Their

writings, ncwcpdper ads, and
political work is. primarily in
Hehrem and they lack even
the funds to provide transla-

" tion or %o hire a secretary to

mail or ‘fax news of their
efforts abroad.

Nevertheless, if 1 were to
focus on one single group of
courageous and principled per-
sons who truly deserve the
label “peace movement™ and
who actually aré deserving of a
“Nobel peace prize” this is the
group 1 would nominate.

Just a few years ago, shortly
after the Intifada restirred the
passions and spirit of everyone
who cares about justice and
peace, an “Isareli-Falastin
Peace Treaty” was signed.

This group of Israeli Jews
and Palestinian Arabs was the
inspiration for this “Treaty”
and it has remained their prim-
ary statement of aspirations.

At this time of growing de-
spair and possibly impending
war maybe its a good idea to
recall efforts of this kind, to
look more deeply at who is
really deserving of being called
“the peace movement,” and to
rethink who is really deserving
of our help and support.

Here is an English transla-
tion of the peace treaty initi-
ated by “The Israeli and
Palestinian Writers, Artists
and Academics Committee
Against Occupation and for
Peace and the Freedom to
Create™:

An Israeli-Falastin peace treaty
We the undersigned, Jewish
and Arab writers, artists and
academics in the State of Israel
and Palestinians in the occu-
pied territories, hereby accept
and adopt the following peace
treaty between the State of
Israel and that of Falastin, the
principles of which are as fol-
lows:
®The creation of a sovereign
and independent Palestinian
State in all the territories occu-
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pied by Israel since the War of
1967 in the occupicd West
Bank and the Gaza Strip.
®The sovereign Palestinian
State acknowledges and recog-
nises the right of the State of
Israel to live in peace and
security within its borders pro-
ceeding June 5, 1967. Concur-
rently, theState of Israel ack-
nowledges and recognises the
right of the Palestinian State of
Falastin to live in peace and
security within its own bor-
ders.

®The two sovereign States,
Israel and Falastin, will sign a
peace treaty and a non-aggres
sion accord between them-
selves. Proper international
guarantees will be required to
ensure the sovereignty and
peaceful existence of the two
States within their recognised
borders.

®A demilitarised Jerusalem
with open borders, in which
citizens of both States live side
by side in peace, is the capital
of the State of Israel as well as
the Capital of the sovereign
Palestinian State of Falastin.
® A just solution will be found
to the refugee problem within
the framework of the peace
treaty.

®All the stages, processes and
procedures leading to the crea-
tion of the State of Falastin
will take place under interna-
tional supervision.

We hereby call upon the
government of the State of
Israel to enter immediately
into negotiations with the
Palestine Liberatian Organisa-
tion with the intent of realising
the above-outlined peace trea
ty within the framework of an
international conference or
any other framework accept-
able to both parties involved.
All the parties involved under-
take to cease all acts of vio-
lence against each other im-
mediately upon the beginning
of the peace negotiations.

Uri Avneri
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