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No Zionist, Says Benazir’s Lobbyist

By AZIZ HANIFFA
WASHINGTON — On the eve of Paki-
scheduled amival in the United States,
her lobbyist here lashed out against
changes that be was a Zionist with diose
oconnections to the hardline Bction of the

pro-Israeli lobby in the U.S.
Mark A. Siegel, 42, is the president of
Mark A. Siegel & Associates, Inc. and In-
termational Peblic Strategies, Inc. The

" latter was crealied speciBically to look after

the interests of Pakistan on Capitol Hill,
him were a concerted and deliberate at-
fexnpt by Bhutto's enemies 1o discredit
and embarrass ber

In an interview with Badfa Abroad he
said, “A lot of that are lies, anti-Semitic
Ees. Iam pot close to AIPAC (American-
Isvaefi Public Afairs Cosymittee). | never
have been close ko AIPAC,

‘Proad That | Am Jewish'

“] am Jewish. [ am proud that | am
Jewish and there bave been people that
ave been associated with klamic govern-
ments all along that are of my Eith”

He said he believed “That this is a kind
of 2 specious issue”

The AIPAC is the premier Jewish or-
ganization that lobbies on behalf of
Esrael. It exercises tremenddous clout on
Capitod Hill and has been credited with

the defeat of many a representative and
Senator who bas ullered a tinge of pro-
test agamst America’s love affair with
Israed or showed a pro-Arab (% and spole
on behalf of the Palestinians.

In January this year, Bhutto abruptly
terminated the $495,000 contract of Pak-
istan's longtime lobbyist, Desmis Nedll,
that was to have vun through 1990,

Ne#l Was Biter

Neill had pulied Pakistan out of many
a tight spot in Congress, and was quite
long-time friend and supporter.

But what upset even some expalriate
supporters of Bhutto in the 1.5 and sen-
the abitrary dismssal of Neill, was
Seigel's strong Israeli commections.

Privately they have acknowledged thewr
discomfiture with Biniito’s decision and
expressex] qualns over the prisdence of
such an appointment.

Duwing the Jimmy Carter administra-
tion, Siegel was appoinied a special assis-
tant to the President with respenshility
hhn&lahmwihﬂmﬁmrmkw

decision to sell F15 airzaft o Sandi
Arabia Later in the month, he wrote an

Op-Ed Article ia The New Jork Thwes
acrusing the administration of a pro-Arab
i &

Siegel acknosdedged “1 resigned from
the Carter Whilke House on a proceder-
al issue that did relate to U.S. ams sales
to Sandi Arabia That's public knowl-
edge” he said. “That's 1T or 12 years ago.
[ have o regirets and [ have no apologies
about that”

But he asserted that Bhwitto “has very
specific views on the Middle East. She
is very close i the PLO {Palestine Libera-
tion Onganization) and Yasser Arafat”™

Always Enew bhey Views

“Bepazid” he explained “has always
had those views and Fre always kmown
that these were her views, and obviously
she is the leader of an Ishwmic country
and 1 think that is to be expecied.

“This is not something of concern to
me and she doesn’t ask for my advice and
myqnmn,"h:ad. "I{Iontmpuber

He said he foand the campaign against
him as a Jewi:'. lobbyist for an kkamic
nation “extrems © curious”

“There were pruminent hews that were
associated with Zia-ul Haqg (the late Pak-

ulect in me never ahjecied Bo people like
Morton Zuckerman, Barry Hoffman,
Jolbes Raplan and 1 coudd go on and on’

Zackerman, a New York Real Estate
developex, is now the pubfisher of 1S
News £ World Repori, a pewsweekiy
Hoffman, acconding to Siegel, was the Zia
gorernment’s honarary consul in Bostoo,
while Kaplan was the legal coumsel to the
Pakistani Embassy here.

Siegel reitevatied that “Theve was never
a problem apparently about Jews working
for Pakistan and they were very dose bo
Zia and were hired by him. Now, some
people in the U {(Iskami Jamhoori Rie-
had), object ko me. This is just one addi-
tional way to get o her”

Tolerant and Decent

*“She is a very tolerant, decent woman
and as long as I do a good job for the
government there 2re no problems”

He disclosed, “we are working for the
government on a manth-to-month basis
at a fee of $23,000 a month” Before
Bhutto was elected, Siegel lobbied on her
behalf for free.
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In an explanation provided to the De-
partment of Justice as to why he never
regfistered his activities on bebalf of Bimit-
& under the Foreign Agents Registration
Act, Ssegel wroke, “This was an informal,
verbal agveement, and was not hased
upon any fandal compensation.”

Met Him in 1984

In her pofitical actohiography titled
"Daughier of the East” released in I
Bhatto described Siegel as “a pelitscal
consultant wix «l wet on my visit
to Waskington in 1984

She verites, “He was /< very helpfid
persuading elected officafs and other
influential people to wiite to Pakistand of-
ficials warning then f grave cobse
quences if [ were mistreated. As an added
precaution, Mark brought me a bulfet-
proof vest”

‘The big question now as one of
mied was whether Bhutto | a-




