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W A S H I N G T O N — C e n s o r s h i p at 
the N e w Y o r k T i m e s ? Most Amer i ­
c a n s h a v e uui iCul ty e v e n c o n n e c t ­
ing T h e term " c e n s o r s h i p " ",v;th 
A m e r i c a n j ou rna l i sm. Most Amer i ­
c a n s be l i eve pol i t ical c e n s o r s h i p 
h a p p e n s only in other p l a c e s . 

It is t rue , of c o u r s e , that polit ical 
c e n s o r s h i p in the Uni ted S t a t e s is 
far more a m o r p h o u s , informal, c u l ­
tu ra l a n d s e l e c t i v e than the 
s t a t e - m i a n a g e d n e w s of total i ta­
r ian c o u n t r i e s or the s ta te -med ia 
co -o rd ina t i on of miany M i d - E a s t 
coun t c o u n t r i e s . Moreover , the 
mult ip l ic i ty and c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s of 
n e w s s o u r c e s in the U S does pro­
v ide m a n y s a f e g u a r d s , and s o m e 
a l t e r n a t i v e s . 

And ye t , w h e n it c o m e s to mat­
t e r s involv ing I s rae l , a unique kind 
of c o m r a d e r y s e e m s omnipresent 
b e t w e e n m a n y major Amer i can pu­
b l i ca t i ons a n d the Is rae l i s . S o m e 
of th is i s of c o u r s e t ransmi t ted 
th rough the A m e r i c a n J e w i s h 
c o m m u n i t y . It is we l l - known , for in­
s t a n c e , that m a g a z i n e s like T h e 
N e w R e p u b l i c , U S N e w s & Wor ld 
R e p o r t , C o m m e n t a r y and At lant ic 
Month ly a r e o w n e d by ardent 
Z i o n i s t s w h o v e r y c lever ly pro­
mote a k ind of Is rae l i Labour par ty 
t inge to d e v e l o p m e n t s in the Mid-
die E a s t . 

T h e n , of c o u r s e , there a re publi­
c a t i o n s s u c h a s N e a r E a s t Repor t 
a n d the w e e k l y news le t t e r pu ­
b l i shed by two former J e w i s h 
lobby o p e r a t i v e s . K e n Wo l lack and 
R i c h a r d S t r e a u s s , wh i ch a re more 
d i rec t l y a f f i l ia ted wi th the " J e w i s h 
lobby" . A n d then there a re s o m e 
Is rae l i " J o u r n a l i s t s " — bes t 
k n o w n in th is ca tego ry would be 
Wol f B l l t ze r of T h e J e r u s a l e m Pos t 
w h o s o m e y e a r s b a c k w a s edi tor 
of t h e J e w i s h lobby ' s w e e k l y — 
w h o a r e t r o t t e d out w h e n e v e r a n 
"o f f i c ia l J e w i s h lobby p e r s o n 
wcx j idn t b e qu i te right. 

y But it is t he N e w York T i m e s 
mthich r e m a i n s the premier U S 
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One of the Palestinians caught in the bus incident being led away by Israeli 
members of the Shinbet 

af te r h is res ignat ion and pardon, 
that he ac ted wi th knowledge a n d 
author i ty of then Pr ime Minister 
Y i t z c h a k Shami r . T h i s fol lowed by 
unp receden ted p r e s s c e n s o r s h i p 
in I s rae l including the c los ing of 
o n e n e w s p a p e r for a w e e k , 
r e p e a t e d l ies before off icial i n v e s ­
t igating bodies, and government -
s a n c t i o n e d intimidation of those 
wan t ing to tell the truth. In shor t , a 
m a s s i v e , W a t e r g a t e - t y p e c o v e r -
up by the most sen ior of f ic ia ls in 
the Israel i government , and one 
a ided by the New Y o r k T i m e s . 

How s o ? 

Deep ly troubled by the T i m e s ' 
c o v e r a g e in the d a y s immediate ly 
fo l low ing the m u r d e r s , tour of u s 
felt i m p e l l e d to w r i t e a le t ter to t h e 
editor on 14 May 1 9 8 4 . 

W e w e r e a ra ther unusua l a n d 
w e l l - c o n n e c t e d tour — a former 
min is te r at the Egyp t i an E m b a s s y 
in Wash ing ton , the former W a s h -

c u s t o d y , t hen w e be l i eve t hey may­
be l iable for compl ic i ty in murder 
and s h o u l d be m a d e to s t a n d tr ial 
in an o p e n judic ia l p r o c e e d i n g ... 
W e ca l l upon the g o v e r n m e n t of 
the Un i ted S t a t e s w h i c h h a s s o far 
su rp r i s i ng l y r e f u s e d to c o m m e n t 

on th is ma t te r to join in the ca l l for 
s u c h a n urgent a n d tho rough in -
v e s i i g a t l o n . " 

A f te r a phone ca l l to the T i m e s 
b u r e a u c h i e f th is let ter w a s 
h a n d - d e l i v e r e d T o the T i m e s ' o f f ice 
in W a s h i n g t o n . A w e e k la ter , a f te r 
r e p e a t e d phone c a l l s , w e w e r e 
told " S o r r y , s o m e h o w the let ter 
h a s b e e n l os t . " Ano the r c o p y w a s 
immed ia te ly s e n t ove r a n d a c o p y 
t e l e x e d to the editor of the ed i to­
r ia l p a g e in N e w Y o r k F o l l o w i n g a 
v a r i e t y of f u r t b e r d e l a y s a r . u e x ­
c u s e s t t ie T i m e s r e f u s e d to p u ­
bl ish the let ter , or e v e n to d i s c u s s 
the mat te r w i th a n y of us. 

I n s t e a d , o n 3 0 M a y , t h e T i m e s 
i h r - F n r ! s n n H i i n r i ; 

t ra to rs of th is he inous c r ime a r e 
brought be fo re an open cour t of 
law a n d appropr ia te ly s e n t e n c e d 
will I s r a e l be ab le to c la im that 
t he re h a s b e e n 'equa l j u s t i c e ' . 

W e r u s h e d th is letter by te lex 
and m e s s i n g e r to the T i m e s . Bo th 
A m b a s s a d o r L u c i u s Ba t t le a n d 
C o n g r e s s m a n P a u l F ind ley u n s u c ­
c e s s f u l l y t r ied to ca l l T i m e s E d i t o ­
rial P a g e Ed i to r Max F r a n k e l . H e 
didn't re tu rn the ca l l s . In shor t , the 
n e w s p a p e r r e f u s e d to e v e n a c k ­
now ledge our u n p r e c e d e n t e d let ­
ter — th is , the s a m e n e w s p a p e r 
w h i c h p u b l i s h e s a regular f low, 
p rac t i ca l l y a dai ly ba r rage , of let­
t e r s a n d c o m m e n t s by va r i ous J e ­
w i s h s p o k e s m e n defend ing I s ­
rael i a c t i o n s a n d pol ic ies ! 

M o r e r e o e n t l y t b t s r>Jew Y o r K 

T i m e s a p p r o a c h to Is rae l i w r o n g ­
doing h a s b e e n r e p e a t e d in the 
w a y the n e w s p a p e r total ly wh i t e ­
w a s h e d t he d o c u m e n t e d bru ta l 

of the n e w s p a p e r s ' v e r y s p e c i a l 
Israe l i f ixat ion. Dur ing the f irst f ew 
d a y s of the s to ry the T i m e s 
t rea ted it ve r y g inger ly . T h e n c a m e 
a major page 1 s t o r y s u g g e s t i n g 
that many na t ions do the s a m e 
thing s o w h y s ing le out I s r a e l . 
On ly w h e n other n e w s med ia pe r - -
s i s t e d in playing the Po l la rd .story 
a s the main spy c a s e that It w a s 
all a long, did the T i m e s begin to do 
the s a m e . 

Invest iga t ive journa l i s t S t e ­
phen G r e e n in h is fo r thcoming 
book about U S - I s r a e l i re la t ions 
d o c u m e n t s a number of fur ther in­
s t a n c e s of excep t i ona l l y b i a s e d 
c o v e r a g e of major d e v e l o p m e n t s 
by the T i m e s . 

And w h e n it c o m e s to the N e w 
Y o r k T i m e s edi tor ia l page t h o s e 
highly cr i t ica l of I s r a e l a r e l i terally 
ban i shed . E v e n a O p E d sought 
from Phil ip K lu t zn i ck , p robab ly the 
leading sen io r A m e r i c a n J e w i s h 
persona l i t y in A m e r i c a today a s 
honorary P r e s i d e n t of both the 
Wor ld J e w i s h C o n g r e s s a n d B 'na i 
B'r i th Internat ional a n d fo rmer S e ­
c re ta r y of C o m m e r c e dur ing the 
C a r t e r admin is t ra t ion , w a s 
re jec ted w h e n it w a s d e e m e d too 
cr i t ica l of Is rae l i po l i c ies . 

T h e "Sh inbe t S c a n d a l " w a s r e ­
s u r r e c t e d in I s rae l b e c a u s e lower -
leve l Is rae l i o t t ic ia ls r e f u s e d to 
al low the g o v e r n m e n t ' s c o v e r - u p 
to s u c c e e d . But in the U S both the 
Amer i can J e w i s h commun i t y , 
through i ts utter s i l e n c e , a n d w h a t 
is s o m e t i m e s dubbed " I s r a e l s 
n e w s p a p e r In the U S . " T h e N e w 
Y o r k T i m e s , did w h a t they cou ld to 
fur ther the c o v e r - u p a n d a r e now 
doing wha t they c a n to min imize 
i ts r e p e r c u s s i o n s . 

O n the whole A m e r i c a n j ou rna l ­
ism Is vibrant and compet i t i ve . Bu t 
w h e n it c o m e s to m a t t e r s re lat ing 
to I s r a e l ' s Image a combina t ion of 
s o c i a l p r e s s u r e s a n d pol i t ical int i­
midation h a v e c r e a t e d a kind of 
taboo aga ins t tel l ing the truth or 
a l l o w t n o t K e f u l l r a n Q e , o f o p i n i o n s 
to be e x p r e s s e d , e v e n w h e n w h a t 
i s involved is c o n s i d e r s c a n d e l o u s 
in I s rae l i tsel f . 

Moreover , the r e s t of the Ar^-



newspaper, the "newspaper of re­
cord" in American society. And it 
is precisely this publication which 
consistently attempts to minimize 
news and opinion harmful to Is-
rael s image. 

In our own personal experience, 
for example the New York Times 
has helped cover-up what is now 
being termed the "Shinbet Scan ­
dal" in Israel when two Palestinian 
teenagers handcuffed and in cus­
tody after a bus hijacking were lit­
erally beaten to death with rifles 
and fists on orders of the chief of 
Israeli intelligence who now says . 

in vvasningion, tne rormer Wash ­
ington Associate of the World J e ­
wish Congress (myself) who ini­
tiated the letter, and a former U S 
Assistant Secretary of State for 
the Near East . 

Our letter detailed what had a c ­
tually happened — much of which 
had been ommitted or buried by 
the Times — and concluded that 
"it now appears the facts may 
warrant criminal charges against 
the responsible officials in Israel 
...If Israeli officials ordered or a c ­
quiesced in the summary execu­
tion of the Palestinians taken into 

published an editorial titled "Equal 
Just ice in Israel" commenting on a 
deceptive Army investigation set 
up by Defence Minister Moshe 
Arens and praising Israel s hand­
ling of this affair! Shocked and 
outraged the four of us met for 
lunch the same day and wrote a 
second letter, this time specifically 
in reference to the Times' out­
rageous and offensive editorial. Is­
rael's handling of this matter "has 
many signs of a cover-up" we 
wrote. "A proper judicial investiga­
tion, with full powers of supoena 
and immunity, is the only way to 
proceed ... Only when the perpe-

torture of an Arab American earlier 
this year. While The Washington 
Post managed to squeeze it in 
onto page 1 even on the day that 
America's attack on Libya pushed 
most things to back pages the 
Times gave very little attention to 
the story actually devoting more 
space to rather absurd rebuttals 
by Israeli Embassy spokesman 
Yoss i Gal than to the sickening 
details of the incident itself. 

The way the Times has handled 
the Pollard spy case , in compari­
son to other American newspap­
ers, is but another recent example 

Moreover, the rest of the Am­
erica media has to work overtime 
to make up for the ways of the 
most respected of all American 
dailies, the New York Times. 
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