The U.S. Arab

-

lobby now a

force t

reckoned with

A FEW days before the US, Senate recently endorsed the
warplancs sale to Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Israel, a unique
cvent with considerable symbolic importance took place

on Capitol Hill,

Testifving and bemg questioned together on the arms package before
the Senate Foreign Relanons Commitice, two lobbysis faced the

divided senators

(e was a well known face on the Hill, that of Morris Amitay,
rican Israel Public Affais Commitiec

Executne Dicctor of the A
AIPALC) the Washington nmbrelia lor ]l'-[\luk
American Jewish orgamsations which has apily
carncd the term “the Jewich lobby

I he other was a new-comer, John Richardson.
Ihreetm of Public Aftars for the National
Association of Arab Amcnicans (NAAA) — the
Arab Amer organsation specifically

only

dev

lobby the Congress

1o the first time. the smce invinciblc *Isracl lobly”

We ve meser bont on a mapor iveone,” Amitay told the
New York Time in 1975 sheatly alter taking up his job

wat required 1o shate the stage with an upstart Arab
Amenican conmterpan Thissymbedism reflects what the
M wernal, in a magp 1eview of the Jewsh lobby,
fundamental shifts in attitudes and percep”
hons” teparding the Arab-lsiaeh conllict

1 e we are beroming known a< “the Arah lobhy™
NAA'S [ormer pressdent, Joe Raroady. told this writer
JUSt i yrar ago

Though still uaable o mebnlise the 2V -million- strong
Arab Amencan commumity 25 AP AC enhsts Amencan
Jews. NAAA has biossomed in the past yesr into an
emhryome Arabh Amernican counterpart whose activities
are heginning 10 be Iclt and in some quariers, including
the White House, apprecsated

“The vonce of the Arabs is heard more clearly in the
corndors of power today .~ a recent lobby comparison in
Aulanie magarine concluded ™ But their lobby remains »
distant second 10 Isacl s when it comes to size, effi-
ciency and fire power

DPruning the very davs of the Senate’s histonc debate on
the arms package m ecarly May, both NAAA and
AIFAC held then annual membership conferences
Contiass berween the two lobbyving groups were sinik
mgh viible

Ie

Politically
aslule

Lo NAA it wasonly sts sixth annual convention. Held
every other year in Washungion. the site of this year's
pathcong wis Pittchurgh, Pennsylvania. With fewer
than WML membors, onfy WK of whom assembied in
Pattshurgh, NAAA'S grans ronts ix woefully thin. More
imprsinmtly - NAAAY membersip —

Fehanese Chrmstian ancestry i polincally conserva-
tve and rather wnophedicalod about the Washingion
seem

Wihike NAAAs leade rship and stall are considerably
e sty we

Jeshin Hichardeon belt i necessary
1o wn even s mou avhve memben, that “f we can't

ng itsell to pulineal affans and registered 1o
[

o be

AMERICA'S Arab lobby

Its success slory.

blossomed into an ellective
counler-balance lo the pow-
erlul Israeli lobby and its
aclivities are beginning lo
be felt and appreciated.
Mark A. Bruzonsky analyses

has

S

NAAA'S Public Affairs Director John Richardson
addressing a meet ng as former NAAA President Joe

Baroody looks on

Pitted against the powerful Jewish body...

debver this constituency for which we speak, we're going
10 book like ® paper tiger. AIPAC is effective because
when Moriie Amitay testifies on the Hill he has a const
wency w hom he represents and which will hack himup ~

Baroody and Richardson have been the 1wo kev
architects of NAAA's rise. Until recentiv. NAAA has
primanly heen an claboraie social club concentrating
more on joyous “haflis” than hrutal realpohtik

Shortly aficr becoming prossdent in April
Baroody puiged the former exccutive diecior, Michacl
Saba Shortly alter that he hied John Richardson who
had been president of American Near East Reliet Agen
cy. a Palestiman rehef organisation. for the new public
relatons-lobhyst poution. And throughout his tenure.,
Batoody direcied an exhavstive ninc-month search for
an executive direcion & position redesipned to handle
mostly organisational affaits. Jean Abinader, a young.
and encigetic specialist in inter-cultural communica-
tioms was selecicd at the Pinishurgh mecting from
growp of five finahsis,

Absa largely thanks 10 Barondy's deasive leadershp,
NAAA has estahlished nuelf in a modest suite of offices
and aised its operating budget beyond SRE9H. 0.

With some 700 delegates, AIPACSs annual policy
oonlercnoe was ity 191h and was held, a« slnays, where
the power ix — W With about 10 times
NAAA s membership, AIPAC is aiso uniquely abic 1o
enlisd the eliors of dozens of well-edablished American
Jewish nganisations, their stalis and thenr membeis 11's
rescarch capabilives and organisatonal lacilinies are
wamaiched by any Washingion lorewgn policy organia
tion. Ariannc concluded that AIPAC, with an annual

1977,

hingion

budgel around SR2 9 million, contmpcs 1o creale “an

impact that others could not achicve with milkons
mewe
Wik the NAAA conlerence was partally an exercre
n public relations - - the Press was eagerly courted and
" all meetings were open — ATPAT « affair wac s Wighty
poditicined, unusually secret gathering The Press wase
barred irom most sesuons and only AIPAC members
were allowed 10 pass special secunty guands
W wasa difference beyond style reflectmg the political
reabties | acing the 1eo competing lobbics NAAA s sl

feeding on publicily and operates with » candidness
befitting & politcal group whose lerunes are on the
upswing. AIPACs leadeiship, on fhe other hand. has
developed a somewhat para

} vewon which neatly
divides the world inio ™ we again<t ther ™ —“thev” beng
evervone, Press and Presidenis included, bt the hard
o applawders of Israch polices

Since Amityy's takeover I\IPACLMd ogJ_hc
AmericanTewith communits can he mamnITew Gl The
mareecent Likud grasphn Isracl pibacd - dieiier hac”
majority support but both maintam control by base
appeals 10 emotionalism and fear wmd for dack pf any
populist epposition 7 ¥

Outrageous
- qualities

Amitay himsell has become compietely insccestible
to the Press. His abravive personaiey and helhgerent
views have earncd him & rather seeier repulation
Hyman Bookhinder, Washington represemative of the
American Jewssh Commitiee. has mndcated that Ami
“has persomal qualitics which are cawageous and very
harmiul 10 the cause we all sharc

Even more culling are the recem public remarks of
Senator Abraham Ribweoll — Ameay’s lormer emp-
loycr. Mentioning AIPAC by name. Ritwooll told the
Wall Srreet Journal that *“they do a preat disservice to the
LS., 10 Israel and 10 the Jewish community.” Upon
hearing of this slap in the face. Ameay was said 10 be
uncontrollably enraged

With the crisis lelt by American bewry in the wake of
the arms package sale, the oppostios 10 AIFACS lead-
ership and attitndes may become kess soll-spoken and
may come oot of the closet. Sull, e American Jewish
community has httle tradiiion of removing entrenched
burcancrats, Other officials — such as the Executive
Darector of the Presidents Conforrmce, Yehuds Hell-
man, whose joh it it 10 lobby the White House — are
widely despised bul nevertheiom m power, Thus
Amilay's grasp may remain firm

ironically, many American Jews would privately and
mournfully agrec that NAAA may become one of the
primary beneficiancs of Amilay « conlinuing reign
Richardson’s caim. reasoned aii1 ade are 50 in contrast
with  Amitay's  behind-the-swoemes,  fist-pounding

approach that there i hound 1o be an effect as issue afier
issue pats the two agaioe<t cach other Furthermone, while
NAAA s reaching out 1o embrace a large metwork
within the Washington scene, AIPAU is increasingly
turming inward refusing 1o breathe the new stmosphere
of “even-handedness =

In covrse of trme AITAC could become the vietim of
its own inhreeding— ite once expansive base of support
development may

; b

|PIAI."
without actually having 1o purge the oqganisation of its
leaders. World Jew i<k Congress President Philip Klutz-
nick may have had such thoughts in mind when he stated
na recent interview: 1 think the worst lobbies are those
that become known #s such the best lobbics are the
ones that do their work and don't beenme identified

With registration »< a lohbyist a few months ago
NAAA's Richardson has increasmgly grven his organi
sation the delightiul task of acting a« AIPAC s nemenis

NAAA's entronce mio the lobhying game was b
symholised last December with NA AA’s co-ordination
of the first mecting between Aralr Amencans and an
American president Then came NAAA s major effort
on Capitol Hill on hehall of the armns sale package which
| wrote about n The Saudi Gazetie on March 7R

In endorsing the salke. NAA A indicated “that much of
the opposition to the Arah portion of the proposed arms
sale is an atiempt to thwart a shilt in American political
relation< in the repion rather than fear for the military
secunty of bsael ™ It was & truthiul deflabion of
AIPAC s primary argument. And taking a long range
wview, NAAA addcd a eall for the adminisuation “io
hhuild into its srms pohcy a schedule (or systematic reduc-
tion in total iramsfers 1o the Mid-cast aver a five- 10 year
period and (o seck commitnicnts ltom other major man
uisctuters 10 do 30 0" Aware of congressondl anx
seties ahowil the ever-increasing American role as arms
arsenal. it was an mmaginative and credibility building
step

NAAAS most iccenl msjor efion mvolves stomrt
challenge 10 Block Amciican arms to bstacl dniil isincl
compleicly withdraws from Southern Lebanon. The
suit, filed m U'S Dot Count oo May 11, names
Sccictary of State Cyius Vance and the US. govern-
ment 3« defendants 1t seeks a halt 1o all further srms

sales or delivesses until Faach viol* s of the oo
tions unde s which «
g lurncl back scs
now pledged 1o do «
even if it should swvve in P
elfect But hore ton, NAA A Bas put Toracl on T
there are vigilant and capable oppaents able wo vt
the American lzgal and politi al systems i thwant s
deugns

cenes s N ceaed  mean
peen border With Jagael
hotte NAAA actin
its, will hay

b

©

ool

There w uf|l|'ll= n Wadhington that lh-r cl‘m- s i‘
ape delear may make AIPAC even mnre detcmaned b
Pprove ssell i the next lew festcol stiength on the Vsl

Mid-east pedicy “really cnmee down 1o a test of
strength in Wadingion bervoon the White Honse and
the Istacl lobby” € lotian Noence Monior «olimara
Toseph Hatwch noted whep € arte hecame presiods mt
“The lohby has won 1 yownds since the days of Lan
don Jobmon Which will win ihie new ionnd? 11wl e 2
fascinatmg 1est of Caner = poliical skill and siengeh

Te the surprise of mamy, €
But the seal test ol b
enlist the Cangress in
aow beinp Ir ated fon public presentsten
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Oine early sign of adn
A few davs afier the &
Mondale addressed the A
deleied from b propaie
America’s commitment (ne Jsincl will pever be prep
erly defincd by » mingle n ronolithic lobby ™ Do i
prditical considerzhioms appacatty cared Mandake in
frel con<arained shoni publidy pronouncing e mn w
phrascs. what kas become g gonstant White

House refrain

et squeamishness came
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One of the admmisiraion' s greatest ancicties s that
the Jewieh Commgmity will s ompl=iely g

and twm 1owards the Republicen Padty
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newspapers outhidding everyone is allegiance to Israel
Here too there is considerable wrony. For Morris
Amiiay, just two years ago, led the Jewish community in
a major effort aiming at Ford's dcfeat and Carter's
triumph.

As for NAAA's importance = this White House-
Jewish lobby wrestling match, so far the going has been
easy. " Peaplc are looking for an Arab point of view. s
great” Richardson recently excdaimed. But NAA's
cleut will not become of major significance until Arab
Amcricans act upon the realisation that they are up
against a commitment«far surpassmg their own,

While NAAA men were entertaied by the Royal
Jordanian’ Tolk Troupe and dined by Alis Airlines,
AIPAC leaders were hustling = two congressional
receptions and spent an afternoca deluging congres-
sional offices with home-town comstituents. Whatever
else one thinks of the Jewish iohby, the dedication of
such a broad-based membership s wide'y respected in
Washington and remains completely unmaiched by that
of NAAA.

With Joe Baroody's resignation and Hisham Sharabi's
election as NAAA president, theie s, however, a sign of
maturitv. Baroody represented 2 kind of Arab-Wasp
image —— he is 2 member of prominent Republican fam-
ily and heads a public relations company.'Sharabi, who
holds an endowed chair in Arab ' Culture V.
Georgetown University's Centre for Contemporary
Arab Studies, is of Palestinian origm. He remains highly
active in.Palestinian intellectual and political circles and
is editor of the well-respected Journal of Palestine
Studies. Sharabi brings to NAA A a much miore visiblc
“Arab image” and probably a morc positive attitude
towards the PLO than NAAA has bcen willing to
express during the past year.

An interview with Dr Sharahi wati 3ppcm m thc Saudi
Gazente later this month.




