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O F T E N AT C E N T E R S T A G E in the arena of 
world affairs, the ft/liddle East deserves a 
prominent place in the CLirriculum. But stu­
d e n t s - a n d t e a c h e r s - s e e k i n g to under­
stand events there frequently find 
themselves overwhelmed by the com­
plexity of the region's history and politics. 

i5^S96s^»~- This'filffisTrtp ser ies seeks to unravel 
such complexities by examining m.ajor el­
ements in the development of the Middle 
East over the last century, A geographic 
overview of the region is provided in one 
filmstrip. Cultural influences of mapr reli­
gions are explored in a second. Yet anoth­
er analyzes changes that modernization 
is bringing to the region. One strip traces 
the sequence of imperialism, nationalism, 
and independence in the Middle East . The 
final program highlights recent conflicts, in 
an effort to illuminate the nature of their 
underlying cdfuses. i 

Together, the five parts of the ser ies 
give students a heightened appreciation 
of the cultural r ichness of the Middle Eas t . 
The ser ies also increases understanding 
of the myriad forces that contribute to the 
region s voiat i l i ty-and to its enduring 
vitality. 

T H E E D I T O R S 

The Middle East- Lands ol trie Middle East" (04735) 
Copyrigm c 1984 National Geograptiic Sociely, 17th 
and M Streets N W., Wastiington, D C . 20036. All rights 
reserved Reproduction of the whole or any part of the 
contents without written permission is prohibited. How­
ever, the Teacher s Guide text may be reproduced (or 
tree use within the school or library program ol Ihe origi­
nal purchaser. 

A replacement for ei ther copy ot this guide or (or 
any other component of this filmstrip kit may be ob­
tained by writing to the National Geograph ic S o c i ­
ety a t the above a d d r e s s . 
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The Middle East. [Filmstrip] / National Geographic Society. — 
Washington: National Geographic, cl984. 
5 filmstrips (approx. 55 fi-. each): col.; 35 mm. & 5 audiocassettes (2-track, 1 
track for automatic operation, 1 track for manual operation, mono. 1% ips. ap­
prox. 18-20 min. each). 

With teacher's guide for each filmstrip, including script. 
SUMMARY: Explores the geography, diverse cultures, and religions of the 
Middle East and examines the roots of present-day conflict. The rise of Arab 
nations, creation of Israel, impact of modernization. For intermediate— 
adult. 
C O N T E N T S : Lands of the Middle East.—Religion and culture.—The 20th 
century: Imperialism, nationalism, and independence.—The 20th century: 
Modernization.—The 20th century: The recent years—conflict and the 
search for solutions. 

1. Middle East. 2. Arab countries. 
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