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OFTEN AT CENTER STAGE in the arena of
world affairs, the Middle East deserves a
prominent place in the curriculum. But stu-
dents—and teachers —seeking to under-
stand events there frequently find
themselves overwhelmed by the com-
plexity of the region’s history and politics.

This filmstrip series seeks to unravel
such complexities by examining major el-
ements in the development of the Middle
East over the last century. A geographic
overview of the region is provided in one
filmstrip. Cultural influences of major reli-
gions are explored in a second. Yet anoth-
er analyzes changes that modernization
is bringing to the region. One strip traces
the sequence of imperialism, nationalism,
and independence inthe Middle East. The
final program highlights recent conflicts, in
an effort to illuminate the nature of their
underlying causes.

Together, the five parts of the series
give students a heightened appreciation
of the cultural richness of the Middle East.
The series also increases understanding
of the myriad forces that contribute to the
region’s volatility—and to its enduring
vitality.

THE EDITORS

The Middle East—"Lands of the Middle East” (04735)
Copyright © 1984 National Geographic Society, 17th
and M Streets N.W., Washington, D. C. 20036. All rights
reserved. Reproduction of the whole or any part of the
contents without written permission is prohibited. How-
ever, the Teacher's Guide text may be reproduced for
free use within the school or library program of the crigi-
nal purchaser.

A replacement for either copy of this guide or for
any other component of this filmstrip kit may be ob-
tained by writing to the National Geographic Soci-
ety at the above address.
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Ancient Pyramids at Giza stand as monuments to their creators: the pharaohs
and the armies of Egyptian peasants and slaves who toiled to build them. Such
evidence of the lofty aspirations and impressive achievements of ancient civili-
zations abounds in the lands of the Middle East.

Key Points

[0 Several of the world's mostancient civ-
ilizations developed in the Middle East,
and the region has long been a cross-
roads for trade. Today, events in the Mid-
dle East play an important role in world
affairs.

] Vastdeserts stretch across the Middle
East. But the region also has rivers, val-
leys, and mountains.

[0 The Middle East is populated by di-
verse ethnic and religious groups. Arabs
make up the largest single ethnic group;
Islam is the dominant religion.

O Both traditional and modern ways of
life exist in the Middle East, often side by
side. In recent years, the pace of modern-
ization has increased.

Objectives

[J Toprovide an overview of the countries
of the Middle East.

[0 To describe landscape and climate in
the Middle East and to explore ways that
these factors shape life in the region.

[ To discuss the forces of tradition and
modernization in the Middle East.

O To demonstrate the diversity of Middle
Eastern peoples and ways of life.




Filmstrip Text

1 No narration

2 Onasunny hillside in Iran, women
in traditional clothing harvest tea
leaves. Iran is one of the largest
countries in the Middle East—a re-
gion where tradition strongly influ-
ences daily life.

3 At this market in Irag, some peo-
ple wear modern clothing; others ap-
pear in traditional dress. Inthe Middle
East, older ways of life often exist
side by side with modern styles.

4 The Middle East is located where
Europe, Asia, and Africa meet. Part of
the region borders the Mediterranean
Sea. Great civilizations have devel-
oped in the Middle East, and the re-
gion has long been a crossroads for
trade. Today, events in the Middle
East often have a significant impact
on world affairs.

5 Students work quietly in a univer-
sity library in Saudi Arabia. The Mid-
dle East is populated by many
groups —each with its own language
or culture. Arab peoples, whose lan-
guage is Arabic, form the largest of
these groups.

6 Islamisthe religion of most Middle
Easterners. Here, followers of Is-
lam—called Muslims—gather for
worship. The Middle East is also
home to many Christians and Jews.

7 Although many people imagine
the Middle East as almost entirely
desert, its landscape is as varied as
its population.

8 The region has rivers, valleys . . .

9 ...and mountains like these.
Contrasting landscapes —along with
a rich mix of peoples and cultures —
make the Middle East a place of vari-
ety and complexity.

10-12 Title frames

13 In the Middle East, landscape
and climate strongly influence the
ways people live. Arrows indicate the
three major rivers that flow through
the region—the Nile, the Tigris, and
the Euphrates. On this map, pointed
symbols show mountainous areas.
The dots represent expanses of des-
ert. In this largely arid part of the
world . ..

14 ...deserts cover millions of
acres. But few people live in such
harsh, dry areas.

15 Most Middle Easterners live in
cities or villages. This village is in
Iran. In an area with little timber or
rainfall, the villagers build their dome-
shaped houses out of mud brick.

16 Throughout history, settlement
in the Middle East has been concen-
trated along the banks of the region’s
three great rivers and along sea-
coasts. This is the Nile, which flows
north through Egypt. It is the world's
longest river.

17 Since ancient times, many Mid-
dle Eastern farmers have depended
on water from rivers to irrigate their
crops. In recent times ...

18 ...Middle Eastern govern-
ments have launched ambitious irri-
gation projects. This is the Aswan
High Dam, completed in 1971. By
controlling the flow of the Nile, the
dam helped bring an additional one
million acres of Egyptian land under
cultivation.

19 Baghdad, the capital of Iraqg, lies
along the Tigris River. The city is cen-
turies old, yet Iraq.. ..

20 ...like most nations of the Mid-
dle East, acquired its present bound-
aries only within the last 60 years.
This map shows 16 Middle Eastern
countries.

21 Three of the largest are Egypt,
Turkey, and Iran. The Arabian Penin-
sula is occupied by several other
countries. The orange area on this
map includes an additional five coun-
tries —some of which are embroiled
in conflict . ..

22 ... oversmallerareas shown in
white.

23 Deserts cover broad expanses
of Egypt, and about 95 percent of the
population is crowded along the Nile.
The Mediterranean Sea lies to the
north, the Red Sea to the east.

24 More than ten million people live
in Cairo, Egypt's capital. Cairo is
marked by many contrasts, from tow-
ering skyscrapers and broad, tree-
lined boulevards . . .

25 ...to small shops and narrow
side streets. Like other great
cities . ..

26 ...Cairo offers many cultural
resources. Here, members of the
Cairo Ballet rehearse for a perfor-
mance. Middle Eastern culture re-
flects contributions from Europe,
Asia, and Africa.

27 Ancient Pyramids, symbols of
Egypt's illustrious past, stand outside
Cairo. Five thousand years ago, the
Egyptians developed a remarkable
civilization. Their rulers, called pha-
raohs, built the Pyramids as their
tombs.

28 Practicing a traditional craft, an
Egyptian potter creates jars out of
clay from the Nile. Throughout the
Middle East, many crafts still depend
on traditional methods and materials.

29 This map shows Lebanon, Syr-
ia, Iraq, Jordan, and Israel. Rugged
mountains rise in the west and the
north. Deserts sweep across the
south. The Tigris and Euphrates Riv-
ers flow through the east. The areas
shown in white —the Gaza Strip, the
West Bank, and the Golan Heights —
are controlled by Israel. But other
countries deny Israel's right to hold
these territories.

30 In the city of Tel Aviv, in Israel,
people crowd an open-air café. Tel
Aviv is one of the nation’s largest cit-
ies and an important commercial
center. Israel is the only Jewish na-
tion in the region—or the world.

31 Sinceits creation in 1948, Israel
has developed a wide range of indus-
tries. Electronic devices made in this
factory are exported around the
world. And although Israel's crop-
lands are limited . . .

32 ... efficient methods have en-
abled the nation to transform arid
lands into productive farms.

33 Lebanon is a land of mountains
and scenic valleys. Grains are grown
here in the Bekaa Valley; the nation’s
other major crops are fruits, tobacco,
and olives.

34 Beirut, the capital, stretches
along the Mediterranean coast. The
amusement park on the shoreis a re-
minder of more peaceful days, when
Beirut was one of the top commercial
and cultural centers of the Middle
East. In recent times, Lebanon has
been torn by civil war and invasion.
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35 Damascus, capital of Syria, is
one of the world's oldest cities. In the
last 20 years, a flood of rural people
seeking jobs has swelled the city's
population.

36 Like most countries in the re-
gion, Syria contains abundant evi-
dence of ancient civilizations. Here,
an archaeological crew unearths the
throne room of a 4,000-year-old pal-
ace.

37 Thesunsets over the Tigris Riv-
er in Iraq. The Tigris and Euphrates
Rivers dominate a broad area known
as the Fertile Crescent, where some
of the earliest civilizations developed.

38 Now, as in ancient times, strong
family ties are highly prized in the
Middle East. Here, an Iraqi father and
his young daughter enjoy each oth-
er's company.

39 Crude oilis processed at this re-
finery nearthe Iraqi city of Basra. Like
many Middle Eastern cities, Basra is
expanding rapidly.

40 In Amman, Jordan'’s capital,
bumper-to-bumper automobile traffic
has become a daily occurrence. in 50
years, Amman has grown in popula-
tionfrom several thousandto nearly a
million.

41 Jordan has launched bold ex-
perimental programs to increase ag-
ricultural yields. Growing crops in
plastic enclosures such as this one
conserves water and boosts
production. .

42 Saudi Arabia and several small-
er countries occupy the Arabian Pen-
insula. Saudi Arabia’s neighbors
include Kuwait, the island nation of
Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab

Emirates, and Oman. Other neigh-
bors are South Yemen and North Ye-
men. The Empty Quarter, adesertas
vast as Texas, and other arid lands
extend across Saudi Arabia and into
nearby countries. Mountains run
along much of the peninsula’s
coastline.

43 The Saudi Arabian city of Mecca
is the birthplace of Islam. Here, thou-
sands of Muslim pilgrims crowd the
courtyard of the city’s great mosque.
There, they encircle the Kaaba, Is-
lam’'s most sacred shrine.

44 This is a refinery in Saudi Ara-
bia. The nation, which has grown rich
from its immense oil deposits, has set
out to develop a technologically ad-
vanced society. As part of that
effort. ..

45 .. .the Saudi government offers
students free education through the
university level. Once, few girls were
educated. Today, although boys and
girls attend separate schools, girls
have more educational oportunities
than they did in the past. Like Saudi
Arabia . . .

46 ...some neighboring states
have grown wealthy from oil and from
related industries. Here in Qatar, a
worker from India inspects a machine
at a petrochemical plant. The oil in-
dustry has drawn many thousands of
workers to the Arabian Peninsula
from other parts of the Middle East
and from more distant regions, as
well.

47 Thetiny country of Kuwaitis one
of the world's richest lands. Here in
the capital city, also known as Kuwait,
oil wealth launched a building
boom...

48 ...as it did in the country of
Oman. This collection of buildings in
the city of Matrah sprang up within
just ten years.

49 At a shipyard in Bahrain, a su-
pertanker gets a fresh coat of paint.
The island nation has little oil. But it
has grown prosperous by providing
shipping and banking services to its
oil-rich neighbors.

50 In the United Arab Emirates,
fresh produce, once scarce, is be-
coming more widely available. This is
because large amounts of oil money
have been spenttoimprove the coun-
try's meager croplands and to import
needed food products.

51 Inthe Yemens, where very little
oil has been found, personal income
is far lower. And the rate of change is
much slower. Traditional brick-and-
stone buildings like these house
much of the population, as they have
for centuries.

52 Iran is a large, rugged country
bordering the Persian Gulf. The Zag-
ros and Elburz Mountains frame
Iran’s interior, much of which is
desert. Most of the people of Iran are
Persians, who speak the Persian lan-
guage. Iran also is home to other
peoples...

53 ...such as these members of a
mountain-dwelling tribe. For centu-
ries, many Middle Easterners fol-
lowed a tribal existence, living in rural
areas in small, close-knit groups. To-
day, partly because of the movement
of population from countryside to city,
fewer people follow a tribal way of life.

54 In Iran and throughout the Mid-
dle East, people gather at bazaars

i

like this one to buy and sell, to
browse, to catch up on the latest
news and gossip.

55 Turkeyis a country of mountains
and highland plateaus. The Taurus
Mountains curve through the south.
Three seas border Turkey—the Ae-
gean, the Black, and the Mediterra-
nean. Most of the nation’s people are
Turks, who speak Turkish.

56 Historic Istanbul rises beside
the waters of the Bosporus, a strait
between Europe and Asia. Istanbul
lies on both sides of the Bosporus.
Known for centuries as Constantino-
ple, the city was the center of the
mighty Ottoman Empire. The empire
ruled much of the Middle East.

57 The Bosporus Bridge joins the
city's European and Asian sections.
The bridge is not just a physical con-
nection between continents. It also
symbolizes the linking of European
and Asian cultures, a linking that
characterizes the city —and the Turk-
ish nation.

58 At the foot of a rocky hillside in
eastern Turkey, a Kurdish woman
feeds her ducks. The Kurds, who
numberinthe millions, have theirown
language. Although the Kurds are
residents of Turkey and of other
countries, they have maintained a
distinct tribal identity.

59 A variety of peoples, cultures,
and landscapes makes the Middle
East a region of contrasts. Much of
theland is hot and dry — like the Saudi
Arabian desert where these nomads
live.

60 Yetthe regionalsohasrivers.. . .




61 ...aswellasvalleys and moun-
tains. Traditional customs survive in
much of the Middle East. ..

62 ...and the region has a history
that reaches back to the beginnings
of recorded time. Ancient monu-
ments such as these in Egypt offer re-
minders of the early civilizations that
flourished here.

63 Riyadh, capital of Saudi Arabia,
represents the changes and achieve-

ments that have shaped today’s Mid-
dle East. Small buildings gave way to
towering skyscrapers; rural newcom-
ers adopted urban ways of life. Ri-
yadh became a modern city. Similiar
changes are being repeated across
the Middle East, blending old with
new to create a vital and exciting
region.

64 Title frame

DAN PORGES, PETER ARNOLD, INC.

Known for its early efforts to “make the desert bloom,” Israel —like other Middle
Eastern countries —continues the effort to wrest agricultural bounty from an in-
hospitable landscape. Special soil treatment here permits a healthy harvest.

=4

INGEBORG LIPPMAN, PETER ARNOLD, INC.

Prosaic industrial scene takes on the weight of wider meaning: Refineries such
as this one in Iraq not only represent new wealth but also symbolize increased
power for oil-producing nations of the Middle East.

Market plenty ranges from produce to fine rugs in Abu Dhabi, one of the seven
small states forming the United Arab Emirates. The states share economic re-
sources, a central government, and plans for future development. Those plans
include diversification of industry to decrease dependence on oil revenues.




Minarets and domes (right) evoke the Ottoman past in Istanbul, formerly Con-
stantinople. An imperial center for centuries, the city lost its ruling role in 1923.
That year, Ankara became capital of the newly established Turkish republic.

Key Words

Arab: the term used to identify members
or descendants of a Semitic people of the
Arabian Peninsula. The word Arab first
appeared in the ninth century B.C., appar-
ently referring to nomadic herders.
Around the seventh century A.D., Muslims
in the Arabian Feninsula began to call
themselves Arabs. In modern times, the
term is broadly used to identify peoples
whose native language is Arabic.

Middle East: a region straddling south-
western Asia, northeastern Africa, and a
small portion of Europe. In its broadest
definition, the region encompasses all

Arab countries as well as Israel, Turkey,
Iran, and Afghanistan. A narrower defini-
tion—the one used for this filmstrip se-
ries—includes the following countries:
Egypt, Israel, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Jor-
dan, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, Oman,
Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates, North
Yemen, South Yemen, Iran, and Turkey.
Sometimes called the central Middle East,
this region excludes the Sudan, northern
African nations west of Egypt, and Af-
ghanistan. Whatever the definition, the
worldwide significance of the Middle East
cannot be overestimated.

Gleaming metalware attracts shoppers at a bazaar in Isfahan, in Iran. Although
the shopping mall has supplanted the bazaar in some parts of the Middle East,
the traditional marketplace remains an important social and commercial institu-
tion —not merely a center for trade but also a forum for ideas.

F. JACKSON, BRUCE COLEMAN INC.
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OFTEN AT CENTER STAGE in the arena of
world affairs, the Middle East deserves a
prominent place inthe curriculum. But stu-
dents—and teachers —seeking to under-
stand events there frequently find
themselves overwhelmed by the com-
plexity of the region’s history and politics.

This filmstrip series seeks to unravel
such complexities by examining major el-
ements in the development of the Middle
East over the last century. A geographic
overview of the region is provided in one
filmstrip. Cultural influences of major reli-
gions are explored in a second. Yet anoth-
er analyzes changes that modernization
is bringing to the region. One strip traces
the sequence of imperialism, nationalism,
andindependence in the Middle East. The
final program highlights recent conflicts, in
an effort to illuminate the nature of their
underlying causes.

Together, the five parts of the series
give students a heightened appreciation
of the cultural richness of the Middle East.
The series also increases understanding
of the myriad forces that contribute to the
region’s volatility —and to its enduring
vitality.

THE EDITORS

The Middle East—"The 20th Century: Modernization"

(04744) Copyright © 1984 National Geographic Soci-
ety, 17thand M Streets N.W., Washington, D. C. 20036.
All rights reserved. Reproduction of the whole or any
partof the contents without written permission is prohib-
ited. However, the Teacher's Guide text may be repro-
duced for free use within the school or library program of
the original purchaser.

A replacement for either copy of this guide or for
any other component of this filmstrip kit may be ob-
tained by writing to the National Geographic Soci-
ety atthe above address.
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Merchants bide their time amid the array of a Middle Eastern bazaar. For centu-
ries, the commercial life of the Middle East revolved around bazaars, popular
gathering places as well as centers for trade. In recent years, modernization has
brought other commercial institutions into being.

Key Points

[0 Modernization is a process that has
been transforming the Middle East for
more than a century.

[0 The distinctive characteristics of Tur-
key, Saudi Arabia, and Iran shaped the
ways in which these nations modernized.
An additional influence has been Islam—
chief religion of the Middle East.

[0 The mechanization of agriculture and
the development of industry are important
aspects of modernization.

[0 These and other forces of moderniza-
tion often resultin shifts in population from
rural to urban areas.

[0 Such developments also usher in so-
cial change, which has been a vital and
controversial part of modernization in the
Middle East.

Objectives

O To identify important elements of
modernization.

[0 Totrace the course of modernization in
Turkey, Saudi Arabia, and Iran.

[0 To demonstrate that modernization is
shaped by the unique history and prevail-
ing traditions of a particular country.

O To show some of the ways in which
modernization changes everyday life.

O To indicate that rapid social change
sometimes meets with resistance.




Filmstrip Text

1 No narration

2 In the shops of a Middle Eastern bazaar,
merchants walit for customers. Bazaars have
been the focus of commercial life in the Middle
East for centuries.

3 In recent years, commerce in the Middle
East has grown more extensive. The region's
cities have mushroomed. These changes —and
other less visible ones — arise out of moderniza-
tion, a process that has been transforming the
Middle East for more than a century.

4 One element of modernization is the intro-
duction of new machines and methods to tradi-
tional, agricultural societies. This Iranian farmer
uses a tractor to till his fields, a job his grandfa-
ther did with an ox-drawn plow.

5 Steam pours from a petrochemical plant in
Iran. The growth of industry — another major as-
pect of modernization —usually involves a mas-
sive movement of people from rural to urban
areas.

6 As nations modernize, they develop more
complex financial, governmental, and educa-
tional institutions. Many such institutions are lo-
cated here in Jiddah, in Saudi Arabia.

7 A man drives his camel to market in rural
Saudi Arabia. The new technologies that mod-
ernization brings may be quickly adopted. But
unfamiliar ideas . . .

8 ...oftenmeetwithresistance. Here, women
protest government policies in Iran. Social
change —welcomed by some and opposed by
others —has been a vital and controversial part
of modernization in the Middle East.

9-11 Title frames
12 The Middle East lies where Europe, Asia,

and Africa meet. The Mediterranean Sea bor-
ders part of the region.

13 Islam, the chief religion of the Middle East,
has strongly influenced the course of modern-
ization. This is a mosque —an Islamic house of
worship. Followers of Islam are called Muslims.
For centuries, most Middle Eastern societies
have been guided by Islamic laws and
customs . ..

14 . ..that govern worship, family relation-
ships, and other aspects of life. Here, pilgrims
bow in worship at a mosque. Middle Eastern na-
tions have struggled to balance the demands of
Islamic tradition and those of modernization.

15 Modernization hastaken a different course
in various Middle Eastern countries. Some of
the differences —and some of the similarities —
can be seen by examining the recent histories of
Turkey, Saudi Arabia, and Iran. Present-day
Turkey ...

16 ...developed out of the Ottoman Empire.
Inthe 1600s, the empire dominated much of the
Middle East and other parts of Europe, Asia, and
Africa.

17 An Ottoman sultan, or ruler, emerges on
horseback from his palace. In the late 1800s, in-
ternal problems, combined with pressures from
Europe, weakened the empire. During World
War |, the empire crumbled. After the war. ..

18 ...Kemal Ataturk, at right, led a drive for
Turkish independence. On October 29, 1923,
Turkey was declared a republic, with Ataturk as
its president. At that time ...

19 ... mostTurks farmed the land and lived in
villages, as these people do today. Ataturk
launched a program to modernize Turkey, using
European societies as models. He improved ag-
riculture and made economic reforms.

20 An Ottoman palace stands near the wa-
ter's edge in Istanbul. To hasten modernization,
Ataturk radically altered many elements of Otto-
man society. Forexample, he replaced the Otto-
man legal system —which was based largely on
Islamic law—with European legal codes.

21 Turkishwomen enjoy a traditional wedding
feast. Under Ottoman rule, women had fewer
rights than men. The laws that Ataturk intro-
duced granted women additional rights—in-
cluding the right to vote.

22 Custom required Turkish women to wear
veils in public. Ataturk encouraged women to
discard their veils and to adopt European-style
clothing.

23 Ataturk, whose portrait hangs above these
schoolboys, also simplified the Turkish lan-
guage. Ottoman Turkish was written in the Ara-
bic alphabet. Ataturk substituted the alphabet
used in western Europe, making Turkish easier
to read and write. This helped increase the na-
tion's literacy rate—another measure of
modernization.

24 Muslim girls gather in a richly carpeted
mosque. Islamic worship traditionally was con-
ducted in the Arabic language. When Ataturk
tried to introduce Turkish in its place, many peo-
ple were outraged. Religious leaders and other
conservatives resisted his reforms, but Ataturk
overcame his opponents.

25 With an iron will, Ataturk transformed Tur-
key into a nation both more modern and essen-
tially Islamic. After Ataturk's death in 1938. ..

26 ...members of parliament—shown
here—and other leaders formed new political
parties. This gave more Turks a voice in the
nation’s affairs.

27 Turkey's leaders also expanded industrial-
ization. New factories attracted thousands to
urban areas.

28 Istanbul and other cities grew rapidly. But
in Turkey, as in other Middle Eastern nations,
modemization brought problems along with
benefits.

29 Urban congestion became widespread.
Many newcomers were forced to live in housing
like this.

30 Inthe late 1970s, the Turkish economy fal-
tered. Jobs were scarce, and people had to
stand in line for rationed goods. Political vio-
lence broke out. In 1980, military leaders seized
power—as they had in previous periods of
unrest.

31 A military parade moves down a street in
Ankara. Turkey's military government restored
order and established an economic recovery
program. After the crisis passed, elections were
held to begin the nation's return to democratic
rule.

32 Istanbul lies in both Europe and Asia. The
Bosporus Bridge links the two sections of the
city, symbolizing the blend of cultures that char-
acterizes Turkey. In the last 50 years, Turkey
has undergone many changes.

33 Yet traditional ways remain.

34 In Saudi Arabia, modernization began lat-
er—and followed a different path. New buildings
in Jiddah symbolize technological advances.
Beneath the surface, however, Saudi Arabia re-
mains deeply conservative.

35 Towers of the great mosque rise above
Mecca, the birthplace of Islam. Saudi rulers are
the guardians of this holy city. In modernizing
their society, they have tried to protect Islamic
values as carefully as they have guarded
Islam’s sacred shrines.

36 For centuries, nomadic tribes called the
Bedouin inhabited the Arabian deserts. The
Bedouin were noted for their tribal loyalty and for
their skill in desert warfare.

37 Like Bedouin warriors of the past, Saudi
National Guardsmen thunder across the desert.
In the early 1900s, a tribal prince named Abdul-
aziz Al Saud won the allegiance of the Bedouin.
Ibn Saud, as he was also known, united most of
Arabia under his rule.




38 Ibn Saud, at center, created the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia in 1932. He based his govern-
ment on tribal practices and on strict interpreta-
tion of Islamic law — principles that guide Saudi
rulers to this day.

39 Inthe 1930s and 1940s, huge oil deposits
were discovered in Saudi Arabia. Refineries
were built, and ol revenues financed the con-
struction of roads and schools.

40 Inthe 1960s, King Faisal, Ibn Saud's son,
launched a more ambitious modernization pro-
gram, Oil wealth enabled the Saudis to pur-
chase technologically advanced equipment and
to hire foreign experts to help develop the
nation.

41 Jiddah—a major port—has undergone
rapid development. Saudi Arabia also has spent
millions on health care, housing, and education.

42 The Saudi government offers students
free education through the university level. The
government's education and training programs
are designed in part to reduce the country's de-
pendence on imported labor.

43 In education, as in all aspects of modern-
ization, the Saudis face the challenge of inter-
preting Islamic traditions to fit a changing
society. Inthe past, few Saudiwomen were edu-
cated. Now, more women attend school.

44  ButSaudiwomen still abide by deeply root-
ed traditions. Although women exert great influ-
ence within the family, their public lives are
restricted. Women do not drive cars, for in-
stance, nor do they appear in public unveiled.
Only certain jobs are open to them.

45 Another aspect of modernization involves
increasing food production. At present, only one
percent of Saudi Arabia’s land is cultivated. But
irrigation and new agricultural techniques are
turning desert into farmland.

46 Preparing for a future of dwindling oil sup-
plies, the Saudis are diversifying their economy.
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Yanbu, a planned city, will have fertilizer plants,
steel mills, and other new industries.

47 Children greet Donald Duck in a shopping
mall. The Saudis have modernized rapidly over
the last 25 years. Although they have adopted
many elements of modern life, they are working
to preserve their traditional society.

48 Following an age-old custom, a Saudi
prince listens to a request from a subject. Such
traditions help ease the Saudis through the pro-
cess of modernization.

49 In Iran, a graceful mosque rises beside a
pool. The course of modernization in Iran has
been particularly turbulentin recentyears. Inthe
late 1800s . . .

50 ...Iran was a largely rural land without a
strong central government. Iran's leaders al-
lowed the British and other foreigners to develop
the nation's oil resources.

51 Here, present-day workers lay pipeline. In
the early days of Iran’s oil industry, most profits
wentto the British. Many Iranians resented such
foreign involvement. Among the critics . . .

52 ...were religious leaders. Here, Islamic
clergymen study sacred texts. Most Iranians are
Shia Muslims. Shia religious leaders have great
authority in political and legal matters. The cler-
gy vigorously opposed foreign influence in Iran.

53 In 1925, a military leader named Reza
Khan became Iran’s shah, or monarch. In an at-
tempt to make Iran more independent, the shah
developed industry and modernized the army.

54 But he dealt less successfully with certain
social problems—including the unequal distri-
bution of land. Most property was controlled by
wealthy landowners. People who worked the
land remained poor during Reza Shah's reign.
In 1941, his son Mohammad Reza Pahlavi be-
came shah.

55 By the 1960s, Iran had taken contral of its
oil industry, and revenues increased dramati-
cally. The government spent millions industrial-
izing the nation.

56 The shah also launched a program to ex-
tend the benefits of modernization to more Irani-
ans. One goal was to increase literacy. Here, a
soldier assigned as a teacher works with chil-
dren in a village school.

57 Another part of the shah's program was
designed to redistribute Iran’s farmland. This re-
form was largely unsuccessful. Despite such ef-
forts by the shah, the gap between rich and poor
widened.

58 In 1967, the shah crowned himself King of
Kings in a lavish ceremony. His ambitious pro-
gram to transform Iran into a modern nation pro-
duced dramatic changes. But his failure to
involve a wide segment of Iran’'s population left
the nation's economy—and the shah's sup-
port—in a dangerously weak position.

59 Iran's cities were home to a growing popu-
lation and to the nation’s large industries. These
industries received government funds, but small
businesses did not. And the thousands who
moved to cities in search of work more often
found overcrowding and high prices.

60 The shah depended heavily on military aid
and business investments from the United
States. Here, mechanics prepare American-
made helicopters for takeoff. As in the past,
many lIranians resented such foreign
involvement.

61 Acrowd fills a bazaar in Tehran. In the late
1970s, Iran’'s economy declined, and discontent
with the shah's policies increased. The major
figure of the opposition . . .

62 ...was the Ayatollah Khomeini, a Shia
leader. The ayatollah blamed Iran’s social injus-
tices on the shah's programs. He denounced
the shah for embracing foreign ideals and prac-
tices. Iranians rallied behind the ayatollah. . .

63 ...and massive demonstrations took
place in Tehran. Often, violence erupted. In Jan-
uary 1979, the shah was forced to leave the
country. Later that year, the Ayatollah Khomeini
became head of the revolutionary government.

64 A crowd assembiles for prayer in Tehran.
Khomeini's primary goal has been to make Iran
a pure Islamic state—a country governed ac-
cording to his strict interpretation of Shia
traditions.

65 Khomeini outlawed most foreign styles
and practices and returned his people to tradi-
tional ways. Coeducational schools were
banned, and the clergy took control of the na-
tion's courts. Amid the turmoil of revolution . . .

66 ...Iranwas attacked by neighboring Iraq.
Here, Iranian soldiers cheer at a training camp.
The expense of war with Iraq and the upheaval
of revolution further disrupted Iran's economy.
But oil revenues continued to sustain the
country.

67 Aposterof Khomeini looms outside a refin-
ery. Iran has entered a period when social and
religious traditions are being revived. With the
ayatollah directing Iran’s affairs, the course of
modernization remains uncertain. In lran . . .

68 ...and throughout the Middle East, the
forces of modernization have brought both
benefits and new problems. Istanbul, like many
of the region’s cities, has been greatly trans-
formed in recent years.

69 In Saudi Arabia, cars and trucks have re-
placed camels in rural areas. Modemization
changes the ways people live — sometimes radi-
cally, more often blending old ways with new.

70 Muslims pray atan outdoor service in Sau-
di Arabia. Turkey, Saudi Arabia, and Iran have
each followed a different course in reconciling
Islamic tradition with the forces of the modem
world.

71 Title frame
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Turkish schoolboys respond enthusiastically to a question. A portrait of Kemal
Ataturk, Turkey's first president, surveys the classroom. Borrowing freely from
European institutions, Ataturk launched an ambitious modernization program.
Aspartofan effortto secularize the nation, he established state schools — wrest-
ing control of education from Islamic clergy.

Contrastand continuity: Turkish wom-
enwearmodern dress as well as more
traditional garb. Though
the status of women varies
among Muslim nations,
Muhammad—the founder
of Islam—extended prop-
erty rights to females in
the 600s.

RICHARD KALVAR, MAGNUM

Key Words

Islam: the religion established by the
Prophet Muhammad more than 1,300
years ago. Islam’s most fundamental be-
liefs are contained in the statement:
“There is no god but God, and Muham-
mad is His messenger.” Followers of Is-
lam are called Muslims. The sacred book
of Islam is the Koran. After Muhammad'’s
death, the religion spread from the region
around Mecca and Medina —in what is to-
day Saudi Arabia —to many distant lands.
Islam formed the basis of the learned civi-
lization known as the Islamic Empire,
which fanned out from the Middle East to
other parts of Africa, Asia, and Europe.

Middle East: a region straddling south-
western Asia, northeastern Africa, and a
small portion of Europe. In its broadest
definition, the Middle East encompasses

all Arab countries as well as Israel, Tur-
key, Iran, and Afghanistan. A narrower
definition —the one used for this filmstrip
series —includes only the countries of the
central Middle East. It excludes the Su-
dan, northern African nations west of
Egypt, and Afghanistan.

modernization: in this filmstrip, the collec-
tive name given to the many changes that
mark a nation’s transition into a society
characterized by mechanized agriculture,
substantial industry, and complex finan-
cial, governmental, and educational insti-
tutions. The process of modernization
generally involves every aspect of a na-
tion's life: the economy, the country’s po-
litical and military arrangements, religious
beliefs, and social structure.

Jiddah, Saudi Arabia’s commercial center, also ranks as one of the nation’s busi-
est ports. The city on the Red Sea boasts the world’s largest airport, bullt to ac-
commodate Muslim pilgrims en route to the holy city of Mecca.
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Images of the Shah of Iran and of United States President Jimmy Carter figure
prominently in an antigovernment demonstration in the capital city of Tehran
during the late 1970s. The Shah’s close ties with the United States helped spark
the revolution of 1979 — partly a reaction to the imposition of western customs on

a traditional Islamic society.

Hollywood comes to the Middle East:
Donald Duck greets family members
in a Saudi Arabian shopping mall. As
modernization brings change to many
parts of the Middle East, Islamic tradi-
tions provide a measure of stability.
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OFTEN AT CENTER STAGE in the arena of
world affairs, the Middle East deserves a
prominent place in the curriculum. But stu-
dents—and teachers —seeking to under-
stand events there frequently find
themselves overwhelmed by the com-
plexity of the region’s history and politics.

This filmstrip series seeks to unravel
such complexities by examining major el-
ements in the development of the Middle
East over the last century. A geographic
overview of the region is provided in one
filmstrip. Cultural influences of major reli-
gions are explored in a second. Yetanoth-
er analyzes changes that modernization
is bringing to the region. One strip traces
the sequence of imperialism, nationalism,
and independence inthe Middle East. The
final program highlights recent conflicts, in
an effort to illuminate the nature of their
underlying causes.

Together, the five parts of the series
give students a heightened appreciation
of the cultural richness of the Middle East.
The series also increases understanding
of the myriad forces that contribute to the
region's volatility —and to its enduring
vitality.
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ety atthe above address.
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Common Middle Eastern tableau features a youthful soldier silhouetted against
a backdrop of battle; often, one or another conflict in the Middle East has lasted
nearly as long as those at the front have lived. Geography, history, and religion
all play key roles in perpetuating hostilities in the region.

Key Points

[J The Middle East has long been a re-
gion of conflict. Its geographical loca-
tion—where Europe, Asia, and Africa
meet—has helped generate that conflict
and has heightened world interest in
events in the region.

[ The nations of the Middle East are pre-
dominantly Arab and largely Muslim. Reli-
gion plays an important role in Middle
Eastern affairs.

O Majordisputes in the region include the
Arab-Israeli conflict, fighting in Lebanon,
and the war between Iran and Irag.

0 Each of these disputes has complex
causes; in none does a peaceful solution
appear to be readily attainable. Yet we all
have a stake in resolving the problems of
the Middle East.




Filmstrip Text

1 No narration

2 Asoldier mans his post outside Tripoli, in the
Middle Eastern country of Lebanon. In the dis-
tance, smoke rises after a bombing. The Middle
East has long been a battleground.

3 Location has played a big role in creating
conflict. The Middle East is situated where Eu-
rope, Asia, and Africa meet. Part of the region
borders the Mediterranean Sea. The Middle
East has been a crossroads of trade for centu-
ries. For this and other reasons, outside nations
often have vied for control of the region.

4 British troops of the 1880s pose at the
Sphinx, in Egypt. The British controlled the
country at that time. Once, most of the Middle
East was under British or French control.

5 Most Middle Easterners are Arabs —people
whose language is Arabic. Here, Arab men
share the strong coffee characteristic of the Mid-
dle East. Early in this century, many Arabs
joined in movements to free the region from for-
eign domination. Those efforts succeeded.

6 The several Middle Eastern nations high-
lighted here gained their independence in the
last 60 years. One characteristic of these coun-
tries is that most of the Arab residents . . .

7 ...are Muslims, followers of the religion
called Islam. Symbolized by stately mosques—
houses of worship such as this one — Islam was
a unifying force in the Arab drive for indepen-
dence. And it continues to exert a powerful influ-
ence on Middle Eastern affairs.

8 Set apart from its Islamic neighbors is the
Jewish country of Israel, Here, Israeli soldiers
move toward the frontin a war with Arab states.
War between Israel and Arab nations has bro-
ken out repeatedly.

9 Theancientcity of Jerusalem, the seatof the
government of present-day Israel, is a sacred
place for three great religions — Judaism, Chris-
tianity, and Islam. In the Middle East, religious
differences often become intertwined with politi-

cal disputes. Another factor in Middle Eastern
unrest is that outside nations continue to vie for
control in this strategically located, oil-rich
region.

10 Shoppers and merchants crowd a market
inthe Egyptian capital of Cairo. Despite the con-
flict between Arab nations and Israel —and de-
spite such disputes as fighting in Lebanon and
war between Iran and Irag—the lives of most
Middle Easterners are much like those of people
everywhere: focused not so much on issues of
world importance as on simpler concerns. Yet
even ordinary events occur against a backdrop
of tension and uncertainty.

11-13 Title frames

14 Jerusalem stands at the heart of a bitter
struggle in the Middle East—the Arab-Israeli
conflict. Present-day Israel was created in 1948
out of Palestine, which had been under British
control for three decades and had a predomi-
nantly Arab population.

15 Arab farmers harvest grain in Palestine in
the 1920s. Early in this century, many Palestin-
ians — like other Arabs — wanted to end Europe-
an domination. Another group wanted to create
its own country in Palestine. These people,
called Zionists, hoped to establish a Jewish
state there. Palestine had been the site of the
ancient Jewish nation of Israel.

16 Jewish settlers such as these emigrated
from Europe to Palestine and established settle-
ments. Palestinians came to oppose these set-
tlements, and both Jews and Arabs opposed
British control of the area. Thus the Zionist
dream of a new Jewish state seemed remote.
Tragic events in Europe changed that.

17 Inthe 1930s, Adolf Hitler came to power in
Germany. As part of his quest for world domina-
tion, he launched an extermination program that
led to the murder of nearly six million Jews. After
Hitler's defeat in World War I, most Jewish sur-
vivors in Europe were homeless. Many believed
that having a nation of their own was the only
way to ensure their continued existence as a
people.

18 Boatloads of Jewish refugees began arriv-
ing in Palestine. Both Jews and Arabs felt they

had historical and moral claim to the territory.
The British, unable to resolve the dispute . ..

19 ...submitted the issue to the United Na-
tions. In 1947, that body voted to partition Pales-
tine—whose neighbors were Egypt, Lebanon,
Syria, and Transjordan—into two separate
states. One, shown here in orange, was to be
Arab; the other, shown in brown, Jewish. Jeru-
salem was to be under international contral. Ar-
abs were outraged, protesting that they were
being forced to surrender their land to make up
for Hitler's crimes. After Israel declared its state-
hood in 1948. ..

20 ...war broke out between that country
and its Arab neighbors. Here, Israeli soldiers
march off to the fighting. Months of fierce battles
led to Israeli victory. By the time a truce was ar-
ranged in 1949 ...

21 ...lsrael had incorporated part of Jerusa-
lem and much of what the United Nations had
set aside as an Arab state. Hundreds of thou-
sands of Palestinians leftthe areas controlled by
Israel. They went mostly to the territories now
known as the Gaza Strip and the West Bank and
to neighboring Transjordan—today called
Jordan.

22 Egyptian military vehicles move across
desertland near Israel. Egyptled the Arab oppo-
sition to Israel. With strong stands being taken
by both sides, the Arab-Israeli conflict has
brewed for decades, erupting into war again in
1956, 1967, and 1973.

23 After the 1967 war, Israel controlled more
than three times its original territory. Captured
lands included the Sinai Peninsula—part of
Egypt—as well as the Gaza Strip, the West
Bank, and the Golan Heights. To strengthen its
claim to these territories . ..

24 ... Israel established settlements like this
one. Such settlements deepened the hostility
between Israel and its neighbors. In 1973, Egypt
and Syria went to war against Israel. That con-
flict provided Arabs with only limited military suc-
cess. But it set the stage for a stunning
development.

25 In 1977, two war-weary men— Egyptian

. President Anwar Sadat and Israeli Prime Minis-

ter Menachem Begin—met for the first time.
Here, the Egyptian delegation arrives in Israel.
Their nations had long been linked only by geog-
raphy and war. But meetings such as this raised
the possibility of peaceful relations.

26 In 1978, Sadat, at left, and Begin, at right,
met with United States President Jimmy Carter
to discuss a peace treaty. Here at Camp David,
in Maryland, Israel agreed to withdraw from the
Sinai Peninsula. It also promised to recognize
what were called the “legitimate rights” of Pal-
estinians. The Egyptians understood this provi-
sion as leading to Arab self-government in the
Gaza Strip and the West Bank. In turn, Egypt—
alone among major Arab nations — established
full diplomatic relations with Israel.

27 At a White House ceremony, Sadat, Car-
ter, and Begin stand as the United States nation-
al anthem is played. Many people regarded the
Camp David accords as a major step toward
peace. Others saw pitfalls. Egypt became isolat-
ed among Arab nations; the wording about Pal-
estinians was vague; Israel differed with Egypt
over the meaning of the promises regarding the
Gaza Strip and the West Bank.

28 Israel and most Arab countries remained
officially at war. Here, Israeli soldiers patrol a
beach. The Arab-Israeli conflict has proved so
difficult to resolve largely because both Israelis
and Palestinians claim the same territory. The
claims are rooted in centuries of history, tradi-
tion, and faith.

29 A Jewish scholar completes a copy of the
Torah—a part of the Bible often written in the
form of a scroll. According to some interpreta-
tions of the Bible, God promised Israel to the
Jews forever.

30 The biblical and historical claim was rein-
forced, Zionists say, by Jews who settled in Pal-
estine in modern times. Here, Zionist settlers of
the 1930s plow a field.

31 Arabs point out that for more than a thou-
sand years their people were the majority here
in the land they still call Palestine. Since 1948,
Palestinians have been reduced to a minority in
Israel.







