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U.S. Jews Cannot Ignore Israeli Misdeeds

One and possibly two Palestinian hijackers captured by the Israelis
may have died while in custody. T'he Israeli government has tried to
cover up the incident, aided by the silence of American Jews.

By Mark A. Bruzomsky

It is emotionally torturing to attempt to decide
which to condemn more vigorously — Israeli brutality
or Americun Jewish complicity.

The Israeli response to a bus hijacking last month
by four young Palestinians is but the most recent sick-
ening incaident in which all of us American Jews seem
implicated — however indirectly.

Most American Jews take pride in Larael. They visit
the Jewish State, provide a form of voluntary taxation
through their coatributions, and strenuously lobby the
American government to provide financial, military and
political support accorded no other nation.

So we American Jews cannot claim noninvolvement,
nor in this most recent shocking case, can we claim we are
not aware. And so the silence from American Jewry seems
to me even more troubling and may be even more tragic
than the terrible brutality that is officially practiced by
Israel today in all too many instances against Palestinians.

Because of unprecedented censorship by the Israeli
government — including the first closing of a Hebrew
newspaper in decades — most American Jews may not be
fully aware of the facts surrounding the April 12-13 hi-
jacking. But enough has been printed in the U.S. press for
American Jewish groups to have raised questions about
the incident if they had wanted to do so.

The four Palestinians attempted to take a bus with
hostages to Egypt. One woman punnfr was killed when
Israeli troope and police stormed the bus in Israeli-occu-
pied Gaza. All four hijackers are dead.

" The Palestinian “kids” (for they mmply lacked either
the mindset or the apparatus of real “terrorists”) who
commandeered the bus — under the severe provocations
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of the past years — were indeed reckless, yet they acted
with restraint. Their weapons were a knife, a grenade and
possibly a homemade briefcase bomb which Israeli au-
thorities have yet to produce.

Not a single passenger on that bus was actually
harmed by the “brutal terrorists.” In fact, they let off a
pregnant woman and engaged in discussions with their
captives about how to bring peace between lsrael and the
Palestinian people. Interviewed after the Israeli assault
that took five lives and wounded many others, a number of
passengers volunteered that they had been well and "hu-
manistically” treated.

Under the negotiating circumstances that prevailed —
and with the Israelis well aware that the Palestinians had
no guns and had injured no one — the Israeli attack on the
bus seems highly questionable.

Israel’s policies for responding to “terrorists” with
unyielding force might at least explain what was done.
But what happened afterward is outrageous, unforgiva-
ble and blackens all of us.

All of the Pulestinians were not killed during the
Israeli raid on the bus. Instead one, and possibly two,
teenage Palestinians were captured. An Israeli news
photographer took a clear picture of the youth being
led away in handcuffs.

The army demanded the film. The photographer gave
a false roll. The army demanded the picture not be pub-
lished. The photographer took the picture to the village
where the boy lived and got positive identification. The
whole matter became such a major iasue that the Israelis’
behavior became the subject of extensive coverage in The
New York Times which was able to escape much of the
censorship applied to the lsraeli press.

Not only did the Israelis within hours apply their
policy of collective punishment by mercilessly destroying
the family homes in which the four Palestinians lived,
but there now is accumulating evidence that the Israelis
may have tortured and killed in cold blood one or both
of the captured terrorists.

Yet Defense Minister Moshe Arens, who was in
charge at the hiiack scene, had the audacity w blatantly

lie on American television, claiming, a few days later, that
he had no information whatsoever about this. Arens has
since been forced — largely by determined press coverage
— to retreat and set up an army commission of inquiry,
which was supposed to be secret. If he does not know what
happened, then he is guilty of incompetence; if he does
know, his crime may be either arrogant deceit or complic-
ity in murder.

In any case, an army commission set up by and re-
sponsible to a person who may bear criminal responsi-
bility, and one without judicial powers of subpoena and
immunity, is hardly an acceptable tribunal under these
circumstances.

1t's awful enough that this is what Israel has become
and this is what the Israelis are prepared to tolerate. But
when American Jewish organizations — including a num-
ber devoted to huinan rights and international law such as
B'nai B'rith International and the World Jewish Congress
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Israeli troops and police after they stormed a bus that had been hijacked by four Paléstimans

— accept such conduct, when they make excuses, whe
they blind their eyes to hatred and bloodthirstiness o
“our” side, then surely all of us American Jews are a
implicated unless we cry out in anquished despair, an
protest in abundant disgust.

What would have been the reaction of American Jev
ish organizations if an Israeli pilot had been capture
alive and unhurt by Syria dunng the last war and the
tortured and murdered in cold blood? What would be th
reaction today if any of the lsraeli pnsoners held by th
Palestine Liberation Organization were to be executec

What would have been the reaction of America
Jewish organizations decades ago if family homes wer
blown up by the British in retaliation for the actions «
Jewish “freedom fighters?”

This double standard has gone too far. America
Jews and the organizations that claim to represer
them cannot stand idly by while such things are takin
place — and they have been increasingly commonplac
and in the open for some time now, though rarely &
blatant as last month — and then expect their protest
1o be considered fair and reasonable when they que
tion Palestinian or Arab conduct.

American Jews and their organizations cannc
stand by when major Israeli personalities, such as fo
mer Army Chief of Staff Raphiel Eitan, call Palestir
ians “cockroaches,” see lsraelis act on that analogy an
then claim o be organizations dedicated to civil righ
and human decency.

Moreover, if we are to be frank with eech otlier, thes
events are but an example of what is taking place wit
increasing frequency in Israel — a racism and militansr
that 1s corrupting the soul of our people, destroying th
integrity of our heritage and our institutions, and threa
ening the fabric of American society as the Jewish con
munity here increasingly isolates and stigmatizes itsel

For we Americun Jews cannot, adnunistration afte
administration, constantly oppose even the meek Amer
can government attempts w lessen Middle East tensiol
without the difficult subject of “dual loyalty” arising an
without raising questions about who we are. We canno
1ssue atter issue, side with the government of Isra
against the norms of our heritage and the policies of ou
country, without losing our dignity, corrupting our sel
respect and abusing our standing when it 18 our turn t
call upun others w protect vur own ngats

Some American Jews und some Amencan Jew:sh o
ganizations have claimed all along that they are repons
ble, that they are not simply apolugists for Lsrael
cowards in the face of community pressures.

Where are they?



