
R E V I E W 

THE FATE OF THE JEWS: A Peo­
ple Tom between Israeli Power and 
Jewish Ethics. 

By Roberta Strauss Feuerlicht. New 
York: New York Times Books, 1983. 
Reviewed by Mark A. Bruzonsky. 

This review was originally pub­
lished in T h e Washington Report on 
Middle East Affairs (April 2, 1984), 
and IS reprinted here by permission. 

O K , what 's going on here? A book 
by an acromplished writer published 
by a major publ i sh ing house on an 
explosive timely subject—yet few 
have even heard of it half a year after 
publ icat ion, even among those w h o 
spec ial ire in Middle East matters. 

There 's a conspiracy to k i l l this 
book—it's dangerous, subversive, 
revolutionary. 

N o w it would be di f f icul t to prove 
this newest addition tcj the conspira­
torial vis ion of Zionist pcrwer in a 
court of law, or maybe even to the 
satisfaction of a newspaper editor. 
A n d yet the c ircumstant ia l evidence 
is considerable. T h e author herself— 
m u c h praised for her last volume. 
Justice Crucified: The Story of Sacco 
and Vanzetti, inc luding a front-page 
review in The Washington Post's 
Book World—is outraged and embit-
teied by her ex|)eiien(e atid herself 
convinced about "the conspiracy." 

T h e "evidence": 
T h e publ isher—Neie York Times 

Books—has not run a single adver­
tisement or arranged any important 
media ap|jeaiances for Ms. Eeuer-
l icht . 

T h e author has received private 
information that the new editor of 
Times flooA—Jonathan Siegel—has 
ordered everyone to do nothing to 
promote the b o o k . . to just forget it. 
She says Times Books is quietly 
p l a n n i n g tp take the book silently 
out of pr int after the in i t i a l r u n of 
just 7,000. 

N o major newspaper other than 

the Los Angeles Times has reviewed 
this insightful book—not even the 
one w i t h the motto " A l l the News 
T h a t ' s Fit to P r i n t , " w h i c h is a f f i l ­
iated w i t h the publisher and w h i c h 

has such a large J e w i s h readership. 
In the case of The Washington Post, 
the controversy, and the pressure, 
ap|)aiently made it to editor Ben 
Bradlee's desk—for that's where a 
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copy of Fate of the Jews was last 
seen some monihs ago. 

J e w i s h pnhl i ta t ions and groups 
are a i temj i i ing to k i l l Fate through a 
combinat ion of slander and ne­
g lec t—Leonaid Fein in Moment, an 
example of the first case; Rabbi 
A r t h u r Hertzlx-rg of the World Jew­
ish (longiess, the setond. 

Now what 's this great fuss a l l 
alxnit? Most important, it's the old 
Zionist anti-Zionist debate reborn in 
loi i temporary guise. 

O n l y after World War I I , the Holo­
caust, and the transformation of Jew­
ish organi/at ional efforts away from 
})ic)gressive, secular causes to J e w i s h 
nat ional ism, has a m i n i m a l Zionist 
outlook iHcome jnedominant in 
Amer ican Jewry . Beloie that, various 
shades of o p i n i o n aliout Judaistn 
and Z ion ism were a l l considered 
kosher. 

The Fate of the Jews is about the 
" t r u e " meaning of J u d a i s m and the 
predicametit of Jews true to their 
ethic a l hc rit.ige w h o face the contra-
dic tions of cotitemporary Z ionism. 

Feuerlicht's lxx)k is nothing less 
than an attempt to resurrect the old 
controversies at a time when there is 
tremendous apprehension and al ien­
ation w i t h i n American Jewry, espe­
c ia l ly among the new generation 
under 30. Hetice the obvious dangers 
iti a majoi (nibl ication w h i c h lays 
out many foigotten truths whi le 
s t r ipping naked many Zionist 
myths. A n d hence the jx'rceived need 
to c]iiasli the effort and discredit the 
source. 

The Fate of the Jews is meant to 
be at) angry, bi t ing corrective to the 
various forms of Israeli and Zionist 
bra inwashing that have gone on for 
so long laigcdy unchallenged—respe-
cial ly since H)ti7 when Israeli macho 
fx'gaii s w a l l o w i n g J e w i s h heritage 
and ethics. 

Neutering A Community: By 1977 
the Amer ican J e w i s h community 
had been sufficiently neutered so 
that those formerly rebuffed in Israel 
as terrorists and neo-fasc ists not only 
could take power there, but Revis ion­
ist Zionist ideology could gradually 
seep inside the institutions of A m e r i ­
can Jewry as w e l l . By 1982, Israel's 
brutal sac k i n g of the P F O in Beirut 
had few o[)[)onents w i t h i n the organ-
i/ed Americaw J e w i s h community . 

Roberta Feuerlicht's a i m w i t h Fate 
of the Jews is to turn things 

around—to co i i l io i i l Amei ic . in Jews 
w i t h some pa in fu l truths of both 
their past and their present and in 
this way to attempt to have a reme­
dial effect on the future. 

Fate has its f laws. Though a 
lower-Fast .Side New Yorker brought 
up i n the J e w i s h , socialist, radical 
t iaditions inhei i ied l i o m eastern 
FurofX' , Feuei l ichi is undeistandably 
an outsider to American Jewish 
o igani /a l ion lilc-. I l c i aneccloies and 
comments about the community are 
sketchy, often overly s impl i f ied, and 
at times incomplete. 

But most important for those w h o 
can manage to f ind this volume i n a 
lx)ok store (and h u r r y ! ) , it must 
a lways be rememlHied when reading 
this savage indic tment of the contem­
porary Slate of J ewish af la i i s that 
this IS a corrective (x i lemic . Non-
Jews esfX'cially need Ix- cautioned 
that this literal y eliort is not 
designed to I x halanced or even lair ; 
rather it is an anguished attempt to 
confront Jews w i t h the woist as|x c ts 
of their history and make them 
lace—rather than hide l iom—thei r 
current moral and polit ical predica­
ments. • 
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