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U.S. anti-Arab role

unveiled

policy has marched 10 an |aracli
drum far too long.”

But  Green's final theme can
best be captured with a series of
his own questions which come on

the final page of “Taking Sides”.
‘Wil men like Begin Sharon
acoure  luuel’s futwe with a

meded fist? Does wuth real-
ly come from the barel of a gun?
Will jwsq be a safe Jowish home-
land in the Middle East as an

independent state with narmalised
political and economic relations
with its neighbors, or will it finally
have to become a formal depen-
dency of the United States, deriv-
ing its cconomy and security from
that relationship?”

“Gradually, over the time span
that is the focus of this book,”
Green condudes, *... America took
sides — not with Igael as such, but
with the militarists within that
country whose vision of the future
never allowed space for the others
who were dinging to the plank.
With American support and assis-
tance of a different kind, there
might yet be a future for all who
wish to call lsrael and Palestine
thex home."

Impact on American opinion.

Stephen Green is not a Middle
Eag expert. Actually, he's one of
the leading American experts on
international disaster relief with
three books to his credjg on that
theme. But as with other disaffec-
ted Ameican Jews, the reality of
Izael pagt and present especially as

..1srael has come 10 affect American
policies has uwakened a commit-
ment o bring about a change.
“Taking Sides™ is one result

Though it is probably someth-
ing of an exaggeration to condude

‘rHenry Kissinger is

From Page 1

in “the most importunt book ever

written about  U.S-lmael rela-

tiops,” as Princeton Professor

Richard Falk suggests, “‘Taking

Sides” is something of a journalistic,
coup combining academic, political,
and joumalistic efforts in a_volume

sure to be consdered one-of the

clussics on American-Isaeli rela-

tions. .

But do such efforts really have ¢
impact on American policies? When
America’s premier investigative
reporter  Seymour Hersh, labours
for 3 years and gives bxth to a
devastating best-seller — “Kissinger:
The Price of Power’. — and still
running to
again become' Secretary of State,
does the written word still have
major potency?

The answer to these questions
is not doubt mixed. There does
seem 10 be @ gradual, marginal,
accumulative impact® of books of
this type.

In the larger context, though,
Stephen Green’s book is a sign of
the tmes. American publishers,

American blic opinion, and
American Jewish opinion, are
changing.

And yet these changes,-these
long overdue reconsiderations of
history and politics which _make
such a book like “Taking Sides”
posuble — and which in tum
make other such efforts possible
may be too little, too late, There
secems to be considerable and
growing awareness that we may
only be a few moments 10 -mid-
night , with the possibility of
reasonably partitioning Palestine
between Jewish and Amb national-
iun fading and with an even more
desperate future ahead than the
past which is finally being reveal-
ed.

that Green's research has resulted
-



