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TON_‘ IS

(WASHING

Why. is
WASHINGTQN - Confere-
nces, meetings and seminars
are part of the daily diet
in this world capital but spon-
sorship and financidg. [rom
the Iglamic Conference Organi
ation ~ ICO ~ with partici-
pation said to be coming from
throughout the ‘Ajal world is
091 30 psual.:
- Exolugion

ol.npu-utﬁu .

day happen stance in Washington.
Earlies this month, for example,
reporting on the goingeway party.
for Saudi Ambaimdor' AbH’ohn.
the Washington Post joked of the
. od” but unwerifipd presence
of a PLO representalfw at the same
recefsiony together, with mnking
R eaga nd ¥A dmindiniidn  offisils.
Ya, exclugion'of the MLO from a
function sponsored by the ICO
rqudly unusual. !
’ 'l':l "Co-l-hc.nu on tﬁgc:.
of Peaacp in the Middie g
be heid at the prestiglous lntex-
pationa] Club October 13 through
15 k!‘cy becoming ou‘:f.lthn more
' and . poDjIOVEL Middle
49t ,md’%ﬂ:a?’tht v.h'.v: :k;:
place in.Wa won' e
:ﬂf for’,%y the [CQ wioss Séore-
ryGenaral . will'- ‘bpen  the
confarence with a keynjte address.
And R is bei yasored by
American University afte oumerous
failed - attempts to -enlist other
mare foreignpolicy orjepted” inst
tutions as spongors. .

A BRAIN-CHILD -,

. But' the coafesence js really the
bruinchild sad creation of Hamdi
Selah, an caterprising young
Egyptian,who. hys been, ip the U.S.
for. magy yeais,of lawp, from the
Egyptian'forcign segvice.. And the
backgrownd  of , the conference
goes buck some yeurs, invoiving a
aumber of . prominent Washington
instgutions wund personalitiés. The
background is in fact an interesting
cass study in Anab updertakings in

time, how haphazyid the

a, the use of money to
facilitate sponsorship and bring in
speakers, and the politica) com pro-
misos that all top oftpa’ result in
mootings W fow jemember,
which make conubu
tinns, and for whch ok no
follow-up. There will be big names
and considemble money connected

with this upcoming OO con-

'hon the PLO is also purt of every- *

-spohgor’ ‘s 160
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ference, but there is little enthu-
gaam, much confusion, and little.
Mkelihood that saything will follow
from &. :

It all began some yars ago
when an official of the ICO whom
most people sem 0 romember
only b Pukistanj mationality
approached a number of Washing-
ton institutions © co-sponsor 8
conference focusing solely, on
Joumiony, ~Put: '8 nowy warked

. m'# " e
"By MARK A. BRUZONSKY
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excluded?

-peace. The foregn Policy Insitute
at the Johns Hopkins Schaei of
Advanced Imarmationsl Studics
(SALS) showed some instinl intesost
largely due to the enthusiasm o
Dr. Dimitsy Simes, 8 young scholar
then involved with both the
ir="ute and the unjvorsity. Mr.
Saun. began working clossly with
Dr. Skmes, an eoxpert on Sowiet
affairs who had begun taking am
laterest in Middlo Eastaffags. « . .

S e R T T A S e

out. The ICO officsl was not
willing to huve the kand of broad
participation usually required in
Washinglon, and Washington insti-
dutighs ware not willing o oco-

confa thal
woyld be peaceived as anti-lsmcll
or render them subject to the
charge of having been bought with
Amb mongy. In short, the ICO
didn't krow how to play the
Washington game, how (0 oves-
come the il pervasive negative
Anb image - and uou'( ?Dﬂ‘
B0t 40 be emough. -+ ™' ¥ .

‘IRONTC DEVELOPMENT
R R S S

One nther ironic dewelopment
is that buck then there was ICO
insistence not 10 have any Egyptian
gowramen} partidpation in thek
confarence —~ dclearly a reflection
of general Amb reaction to Egypt's
separate Camp David poace - but
now the conference ls b organk
sed by a pgrson from the tan
Foreign = Ministry and
acceptance of Egyptmn Govern-
ment officials at such a conference
appaars 10 be one of the mgor
goals of the drganisers. The larges
attendance will be from Egypt,
including » numba of Foregn
Ministty and ambassdorial person-
lu'!bhl.h.bm w.:or:u;u any “mo-
w ve out enly opposed the
Camp Devid Agrcoment.

SAIS

. ° !‘Illllll
* Qa its owa, the |00 probably

never would haw been able o0’

amange thelr desired Wushingtoa
conflerence. [t was about a yeas ago,
though, that Humdi Salsh fkst
began appmaching people involved
in Middle East affairs in Washing-
ton for what he was then describing

as  conferonce on Mydje East’'

The Director of the Foroign
Policy Institute, ambasmdor Lu:ius
Battle, showed some intcrest
pending Salah and Simes fincing
the money for such a conference -
a siandard Washington proceduse.
Battle's Intexest continued for o
short while, he lunched with the
Pakistani ICO officisl and others
Iinterested in ‘cresting sch s
conference, and he accepted,
briefly, un jnitial check for $30,000
as money for il
undefined gfair. ..

LACK OF DEFINITION

It was this lack of ‘definition,
more than any‘hi.n& else, that
killed & at that point.. Battle, a
very oxpearienced o Middle East
hund, became concerned about the
nature of the conference and its
organimtion. And though his insti-
tute is known to be very much in
need of funds, he took a wry
wnusual step 8 few months age by
returning most of the money the
1ICO sent — a lttle was deduc-
ted for the lunch and othe imitial
arrangements. Battle furthar told
the organisas of the confaence
that he no.longer felt it approprinte
for the canfaenos to be sponsored
st thg institute and SAIS Shortly
thorgafter  both Sumes and Salah
wee no longa associated with
SAIS or the insttute. Stimes went
to the Curnegie Endowment (of
international peacs, a block away,
and Salah continued looking los 8
home fos hus conferencs.

There dearly is more o the
story of how after 3 yewrsof 1 ying

the 1CO failed In the effort to pnlist
the weltknown Foregn Plicy
Institute and SAIS in its effori. and

ecisely why the project colla ysed.

ut persons involved, induding
Battle, are reluctant to giw any
detalls o point any spedfic figers.
One thing that is known s that Ms,

. ®which confuses

{ contacted a number of W

PRICE Rs. 1.25

hlﬁomhi: meon
statws in termg
of working for Amaican Insitu-
tiwona But this wes probably more a
teann after the decision had been
lsken, sinoco with a little bit of
yankee ingenuity something could
have beon worked out as has
U)puntly beea dons at Amegican
Jniversity . :

There followed a period of
confusion in which Hamdi Sslah
n-
based organimtions, including the
Middle Esst |[nastitute, looking for
one that would be willing to co-
sponsor the conference he and the
1C0O had now ymeed uwon. The ICO
was becoming desperate to hpld 8
Washington conference they had
spent many yeary trying 10 Nmange”

Salah camjes a”

- and in [act tho leadership of

ICO had decided that the con-
ferepce must be in October which
put nearly impossibla psessures on
the organisers 10 arrange a thought-
ful and well-armanged conference.

With both money and an
approaching time imit, something
had 10’ be done quickly. Whatever,
oot untl Salah gave up on the

or foreign policy institutions
and approached American Univer-
sity did he find a place willing to
accept the funds, prownde hum with
the job of confarence coordinatos,
und act as sponsoring ingitution,

The reusons for the difficulties
were probably many and varied.
For one thing, Saslah himsell is
3 young new-comaer-1o the Tield of
Washungton=Middle East confaon-
ces some questions have been
raised about his organimtional
skills, follow-throught and general
approasch. For snother, over the
yeurs the JCO had done litue o
promote its mage as the kind of
organisation that can’ be worked
with and counted on. The KO is
Uttle known hero (which probably
acoounts for thewr orginal desue to
hold a Washington confercacs)
and has no real undeestanding of
the way this town works And
finally, as"both Hamdi Salah and
his colieague Dimitry Simes acknow-
ledge, it was wvery diflicull for
people to undarstand just what the
purpose and goals of this con-
ference were ©0 =clsl=

- CONFUSION

Much of this confusion hes in
fact continned to this day.
Originally conceived as a con-
ference that would made s conurk
bution to thinking about 1
reolution of ’ .A.x lmaell
conflict, planness o mesting
haw beem wvery vague about the
structure and participatioa.
Further more they have often
invoked names of participants or
ponsors  which have proved
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PLO excluded? —==

inaccurate. For instance Phillip
Stoddard, Director of the Middle
East Institute, is listed on the
“sponsoring committee.” But when
lI:d, Mr. Stoddard indicated he is
not on the committee th he
has agreed, for $§500, to moderate
a panel during the conference -
though he was not sware who
would be on the panel or its precise
theme. And among the “academic-
fans” that have definitely accepted
to attend the conference is Dr.
Fouad Ajami But here too, when
veried, Dr. Ajami indicated he will
efinitely not be asttending the
conference. .
' The conference is mow being
termed “The Search For Peace in
the Middle East™ but it & clear
from the prospective list of invitees
— exclusively Arabs and Americans
— that the normal broad categories
of lnmga ipation are not going to
be I)rov.m at this conference.
Indeed, when questioned about this
very matter the organisers are quick
to point out that this, particular
gathering is an “Arab-American
dialogue™ and that this explains the
nlecfion of participants
But in reality the selection
process has far more behind it than
this Both lsraelis and PLO
members are excluded - ionically
putting them in the same category
as outsiders. Israelis are not particr
ating because the conference is
held strictly with 100 funds
— at least $150,000 — and the ICO
continues its policy of exclud
llnel:ofnuhs“' LWh‘::ukedw
-any thought n given to
PLO's new policy of welcoming
cretain Isr — those who have
specifically called for Palestinian
self-determination and a Palestinian

‘number of
-institutions

state ~ the response from the
conference organisers is rather
vague. Some lsraelis they say
noncommitally, might be invited
for the audience, but ‘none can

ate. When offered a list of
ey aclis gcceptable to most
Arabs for the thoughtful snd at
times courageous stands they have
taken — Lova Eliav, General Matti
Peled, Uri Avenri Amnon
Kapeliouk — the conference organi
sers profess lack of both time and
funds to contact them.

As for exclusion of the PLO,
this seems t b one of Dimitry
Simes' contributions to the con-
ference. Simes is a highly intelli-
gent yo
came to U.S. sbout a decade
ago and has been involved with a
:omhm Wd;ln‘ton

a variety o .
cities At the time Hamdi m\
was looking for a home for his
groro.d conference, Simes was at
AlS snd showed considerable
interest and mpport for Salah's

efforts.

Tho refu to take on the
role and responsibility of oon-
:rnmce eodz‘ectt:x. Siine:i is hﬂhcht

ctioning at capacity. He
behfaw)dl-pdd for his efforts from
the funds, and it seems
unlikely the conference would take
place at all without his efforts to
enlist a variety of wellknown
Americans. Nevertheless, he is a
relative newcomer to Middle East
affairs, someone very careful to
sccommodate the needs of the
Washington establishment, snd in
the opmion of some knowledgeable

sons here some of his de ns
ve besn very questionable.

Soviet emgrant who"

able decisions is the exclusion of
all PLO personalities from
conference. Certainly persons such
as Shafik AFHut or Khalid A}
Hassan would make very imporant
contributions 1 a discussion of
such issues as “the Ppalestinian
uestion™, “settlement of the Arab-
waeli conflict™, and ‘“‘the Pales
tinian perspective™ — all themes
lited on the conference pro-

gramme.
No, PLO

Yet the organisers have decided,
largely based on Simes' view, that
only Palestinians who hold acade-
mic or buginess tions are to be
invited — on PLO figures since
this could embarras some of the
American invitees or .even cause
them not “l" :Iteund.

Same stinian sonalities
have been invited -’aand one,
Dr. Samieh Farsoun who teaches
at Amerian University is on the
srol;pthg Committee (though

aying a very restrained role and
t seems without enthugiasm). But

. the otnnizﬁo have made it very

clear — no. PLO.

When asked sbout the one PLO-
linked personality who is on their
tentative list, Dr. Nabil Shaath in
Cairo, the organisers ingstt he #
invited as President of Team Inter-
national and they do not know of
his PLO connection It is well-
knot:? mmr. that ever since Dr.
Shaa on an active role with
the PLO during the past year his
visz to come to the USA has been
invalid -

Another decision which can be
traced to Simes involves the choice
of Jewish personalities to be involvw

the Bovernment,

than promment Israelis in the fore-
front ‘of calls for Palestinian rights,
or prominent American Jews such
as Arthur Hertzberg or Seymour
Martin Lipset who have become
outgpoken critics of the Israeli
Simes choe a
colicague now at the ie
Institute, Dr. Joseph Joffe, to play
a prominent role in the conference.

Dr. Joffe, a well-known writer for
Die Zeit in Germany, i also well-
known as a very to Zionist
totally opposed to a stinian
hoTehnd. One modenate Egyptian
diplomat, upon hearing that
Joffe was imvolved with the con-
ference, exploded in mage saying
“but he is aone of the wors
Zionists.™ Philip Klutzinck is
going to be invited to attend,
according to the conference organi-
sers, but his participation at this
late date is uncertain.

So the ICO wil finally have its
Washington conference, a congider-
uble'-mnnhtued mo:\ey will h;
expen: travel grants an
homurariums wil hiq’ assorted
names and personalities together
for another sterile discussion of the
ongoing Middle East dilemma But
there will be little enthusiasm, little
impact, and in the end one more
Arab event in Washington will come
and without im in a

cant way on the polices and

consciougness of people in
Washington, D.C. it is but one more
contemporary example of how the
Arabs — with mare than twenty
lmba:ndo;? mnndanb‘m le w:i{;
ces, lots sympathy - are
no match for the famous Washing-
ton Jewish lobby.

Mark A. Bruzonsky is an ipde-
pendent consultant on Middle East
affairs and American foreign policy

in Washington, D.C. He iz alo
Associate Editor of Worldview
Magazine.

Foremost among the question-

ed with the conference. Rather



