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WASHINGTON, Oct. 18: “Hyland
bhad mothing to my about the
#diddle East thxt was worthwhile.
His speech was full of shameful
and inmitingly hackneyed cliches
that could hsve been given by any
Joe Blow. ; -his spoech was demen-

ing to the Arabs”™ ;
This was a comment publidy
Moughnbi, editor of the Arsb Stv-
dies Quarterly and one of the more
provocatie ©f the Anb partic-
s He was refaTing 10 the main
sm spoech the evening before
by Willam Hyland, Edpior desig-

mate of Foreign AfR ks mazine.
Io his speech Mi. Hyjgnd had
repeatedly prised the mory! and
st tegic Ameican-lmel
connection and insisted thyt Paler
tinian suffering was inggnificant in
comparion to Jowih guffering

d Workd War II. i

P Dawvid should be s foun-

dation for further move ey _E.I_I_l;___

Hussein should be given the support
by many of the Arab statesso that
he, in concert with the Palegtinans
from the West Bark, should enter
into talks with Igrael™
This was the centmal thrust of
Rabbi Arthur Schneider's comments®
as be, together with mumerous
Egypten officals who had quietly
belped organize the conference, at-
tempted to convince the assembled
Anb participants that the bggest
muisake of their 3-day conference
was their "faflure ®© ivite repre
motatives from the lsaeli govern-
ment. i
Had this been one of the usual,
;dull, lifeless Washington undertak-
ings arranged by one of the many
foregn policy institutes in W,-
shington, there would be kittle res-
son to take potice. American per-
somalities often emberras
themselves with ther gnonance
sbout Middle East relbties And
TtAmaican Jewish figures are cons

From MARK A. BRUZONSKY

tantly harping on Camp David and
Tecognition of Isael while awiding
Palestinian rights

But this was very much not
the usuml gathering. It was the
result of three years of effortl by
tbe Islamic, Conference Orpanim-
tion and 'an expenditure approach
ing a quarter million dollars. As

such, it toally reflected, in the word d

of ope thoughtful Amb diplomat
wih decades of u?cience in
:’mmum' on, “the A.n.bhl total inab-
ity to evenargnge right one single
conf{erence. lt'::‘htngnl.”

Of course theze were other spea-
ke, and some intezesting and
thoughtiul moments. Yet on the
whole Washington's first Islamic
Conference Ompnmtion
sponsored meeting was a dimster
and an embemassmem for the
Argb world — at least this was the

widegpread conclusion by some of
the mom thoughtful ~observers
whom this journaliz “has come to
know and trust in his mesrly 10
years covering the Washington
scene,

Not only did the 3OO end up
with 2 numbe of harddine Zionist
spokesnen who rambled on sbout
rect otitions with [smel the
A=thble PLO charter;, and the vir-
tueg of Camp David the conference
was!abo manipulated by, outsiders
50 that all persons drectly asodiat-
ed with the PLO were purposefully
t-xc_l!\_.:od froxl:na%fﬁdxl invol’:gment.l

h Secretary-Genens

Habiy altLi opened the confe-
enct declaring that “through the
Falegtine Liberation Organimtion,
which is #1 mle kgitinste e
Prepentative, the Palestinin paoFlc
or

E

dimbogue” PLO exclusion and sub-
sequent enibimasament wee
brought sbout by the conference
organizers, appxrently unknown to
the 1CO.

in the fimal days preceding the wund

conference, the exclusion of the
PLO became a matter of grea{ con
cern to a few of the Amabs involved
in the . Amdgous phone
calls .went out in wn attempt to
round up a few Palegtinins other
than the American.academic ones
who had been invited all along.
Though mot offically imwolved
in the programme or 8 speakas,
st the M‘:ﬁm both Hatem
Husseini from the PLO office at
the UN. /in New York and Hamn
Ratman, 'Director of the PLO In-
formetion Centre in Washington, at-
tended the conference as Oobservers
Expelled West Bank mayors Milhem
and Kawasme alo sttended, the
confeence organizers  allowing
them, reluctamly, to play a
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somewhst gregter role beca
wae ot “officially” pan
PLO.

Hamdi Salsh, a young o
mn foreign minisry o
Dr. Dimitry Simes -
ssnced on Middle Eamt matt
brought in for a subsgantiml
sttempt to round up
Amercal participants — W
behind-the-scenes orpanzeas
confaence. They are

sons MOR responsible
thet went Wrong before and
the gathering. ich Far
Palestiniit professor of sodo
‘American University, was
sponsar %

bas given proof of #s capacity
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n oot

today, but no detadls of Theh Qs & o wre— — =

Washington Islamic talks

ship — and one, the For Poli
Institute at the Jolm:tnﬂopkhg
School for advanced Intermationsl
ies, returned to the ICO a che-
que for $30,000 after dedding to

: end its tentative involvement.

The original decision to exclude
official l!’g‘repreumatj\es was

- taken in order to attempt to at-
. tract highdevel

vel American parti
cipants, includi pEsons
connected with the Reagan admi-
" pistration. It was decided that #f
- Ehe PLO was involved wsuch per-
ould not attend. Dimitry
Simes,"in fact, made this a copdi
ltnn of his ows involvement. -

But the conference was o has
‘tily and so badly prepered that
MO senior Amerxan hfnn
came after all to what been
billed as a very importamt Arab-
American  “dialogue”. Conse-
quently the .decision to exclude
the PLO oty mattered to the few
Zionist ﬁkesm:n whom the or-
ad invited - forémost

-Aamong them Dr. Joseph Joffe, a
supporter of Ismaels imvasion of
~-Lebanon and annexation of Arab
tearitories, and Rabbi Arthur
-Schneider, an apologist for what-
ever governments regn—i both
Washington and Israel Both choices
were of course, outmgeous, but the
Arab ormganizers were 30 confused
and 80 desperate for participants
that they accepted whatever they

-could get. *I was amazed whom | -

was gitting next to,” smid Rashid

Khalidi a wery thoughtful young

Palestinian academic, when he
found himself on a panel with Joe
Juffe. In the end many observers
¢« well as invited psrticipants
wre encouraged "to stay for the
Yalors meals and panels in oxder
to bujld up the very wesk atten

e

’ . ma.mmiﬁ,thc"nrbu:
' ;l‘lxs’%f the Zioniz Movement

From Page which recognizes thé basic rights

- - of the Pl‘!eltin'nm to selfde
ol - . ¢ermimation.

dance. : o] ~*The charter of the PLO is the

Furtbamore, any speakers ideological and political response to

indicated that they did ‘not come 1 aie Mo
with the usual ed remarks ::l:m s R:h:inth;:ﬁzu‘:dn:m“llnbu
because they only learned of the ;s rdical change in thinking
e e Bttt topg O the Zionist Movement there will
plm‘l;hb::t:n cHI:-n R.nl':-ll:nt:::{ be no change in Palestinian think-
Rabbi Schneiderwas a telling com- “"Emt?" aliayt’ Scheatier
mentary on the entire conference. . siled that o
Rabbi Schoeider had made a m the Israeli government had
plea for inclusion of representatives agreed to mccept the “legitimate
Of ol in mich a onferencs w0 TEhtsof the Paeginan people.”
kW o ' unsatisfied,
" could st together and beter under- mnt‘:ttlz‘mom‘mn chakman, Abdul
stand each other, Asked from a Azlz Said from Americsn. Uni-
. conference  partici 'bis;:tuh: versity, tried to move on t:dot.};z :
that reasoming ) 2
Vould seo favour_ particpation, S1SHENEL Ravmin P
oftthLOhthiscod’uenae,“%..- . > ,
. ; riginally said to be a “‘confer
Schocider gave one of his typically th b o Sasie S the
conwoluted answers that amounted SBCE On the sear pe
¥ *“No.” H:ddle &ﬂ and a.n Arab-Ame-
e rican dibgue,” this 3day affai
A short time hter, Hamn proved to be 2 to}n]_f-wo
Rahman rose from the sudience “a great embamassment” “a disas,
with a question for Rabbi Schmeider. 1&,” to quote fiom the observa-
Almost  fittingly, the firg tions of some of the more critical
microphone he was handed didn't observers
work., Another was brought to him, Once again the Amb world
that didn’t wark either. It semed has proved it is way out of its
that “even the technology of the litical league _mw_.nhuflon. The
conference was conspring to mfe- has discredited itself by throw-
guard the gathering from partic- ing time and money away and in
pation by the PLO. . " the end putting on ah outrageo
‘Finally ## was suggesed that gmberratsing affair. e
Rahman come to the partici; Furthermote, . perhzps “more
tabe to use one of the table tragically, the wvery conoeyt ef
microphones. Rather than address bokding ¥ serbous, forwarddooking,-
irg himself to the former question Peace-oriented pathering of Ameri-
snd indicating that st least in this cans, Jews, and Anbs has been
way the PLO was indeed finally ‘desl a grave blow. The ultimate
icipating in the conference, victims of coume — Palestinin
E‘;’nm began to crom-exsmine ltht‘:hAnb credibility and honour,
Schoeider asking 'him what he and ubtimately, peace itself.
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