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Washington Islamic Conference: Setback for Arab World 
WASRINGTON, Oct 18: "HyUnd 
had nothing to ny about the 
Mjddte Ea« that wat worthwhile. 
His speech was full of tbmndul 
and iBSuhis«ly hadrneyed chchet 
that oould have been giveii by any 
Joe BkrW ' • -his meech was daneKn-
iHgtothe'Araba" 

This w u a oomment puhbdy 
cxprcned last Fiidiy by Fouad 
Moi^habi, editoi of the Ark> Stu­
dies Quartsb and one of the more 
laovocathe of the Anb partsd-na He was referring to t lx main 

a speech the e«eni]» before 
by Wilham Hylaod. Edttoi dei«-
aate of Foreign Affifcsmtosise. 

In his tpetch Hi Hyloid haJ 
repeatedly piaiaed the nioral and 
Kiatagic AfiittKu).Itiieh 
eoBoectiDD and faituied that Paha 
tinian auffering was ins^okicant in 
comparimn to Jnri ih aufftfh* 
darim World War D. 

" ^ m p David thooU be a foun-
dationfoi further mosetaent -King 

Hustein should be give n the support 
by many of the Arab sate*-m that 
he, in ooncen with the Palestinianj 
from the West B a i t , *ould entei 
into t a t i w i h Ifcsei." 

This was the central thrust of 
Rabbi Arthur Schneidei'scomments^ 
as he, together whh nsimeious 
Egyptmn oOidah who had quietly 
helped orpsnize the oonfeiesce, at-
tetnpted to convince the assembled 
i ^ b participants that the bRgest 
jpitaltt of their 3 ^ y corfaenoe 
was their' failure to iiivite repre-
mntatives from the lataeli govern-
ment. 

Had this been one of the usual, 
-dull, Bfeleu Washington undertak­
ings arranged by one of the many 
foreign policy insthutei far Wa-
tfaingtoii. thae would be httk rca-
•oc to take isotice. American per-
aonahries often cmbazrats 
tbemseivet with thek kixsraiice 
about hiiddle East reaUties. Aral 

TAmeiican Jewidi figures are ooiss-

From MARK A.BRUZONSKY 
tantty turping on Ckmp David and 
leoogaition of Inael while awidmg 
Palestinian rights 

But this was wry much not 
the Bsual gathering. It was the 
result of three years of effoni by 
the lilamiq. Conference Orgsnha-
tk>n and an expeisdrrurc approach­
ing a quarter million dollars. As 
such, it toally reflected, in the word 
of one thoughtful A n b diplomat 
wkh decad'es of expaierscc in 
Washington, "the Arab's tou l rnab-
flit> to even arrange i k h t one angle 
oonfaeisce. It's shameful.*' 

Of oeone there w s e other ^lea-
kers, and some mieicsting and 
thoughtful morrsents. Yet on the 
whole Wadnngton's &tt Islamic 
Confeieisce Organiatk>ir 
^>oissoied meeting was a d k a k a 
and an emfaamaanem for the 

-Arab world - at least this was the 

wideqrread ooncluakrn by mme of 
the moa thoughtful obtervers 
whom thi i journalist *bas come to 
know aisd t n m in his nearly 10 
ytan ooveriag the Wadiington 
scene. 

Not only did the KX> end up 
wkh a nrnnbo of hard-line Eionist 
spokamen w t c rambled on about 
dkect negotktiorss wkh Israel, the 
Ararfck PLO diirtert M>d the vk-
tuei of Camp David tise oonfereixre 
wasiako manipulated -by. outsiders 
so thk aB peraonsdkecUy aaaociat-
ed k k h the PLO were purpoaefuDy 
ex^ided from ofTida! mvolwnsent. 

"fhoirah 100 Secretxry-Genaral 
Habib Qiatti opersed the confer­
ence declaring that "through the 
^ahttine Lfceeatson OrganiratiDn. 
which fa its mle faghknate re-
prepentitivt, the PaleBinkn people 
has given proof of ks capacity for 

dialogue" PLO exdusson and «ib-
•equent eidlkiraaameni w ^ e 
brought about by the conference 
organizsrs, apparently tisknown to 
the ICO. 

I n the fmal days pTeoedia| the 
conference, the exclusion of the 
PLO became a matter of great con-
ocan to a few of the Arabs involved 

"in the mesklng. Anxious phone 
caBs -went out in An attempt to 
Toimd up a few Pakstinkiu other 
than the American.academic ones 
who had been invited all ak>ng. 

Though i K i t ofliokDy nrvolwd 
i n the piogramine or as apeakers, 
at the last minute both Hatem 
Huaaemi from the PLO offxc at 
the U.N. / in New York and Hann 
iUlniian,/Directot of the PLO In-
foimatioilt Centre in WaihiiRton, at-
tenled the oonfereiKx as obso-vera 
Expelled West Bank mayors Milhem 
and Kawanne also attended, the 
oonfcrencc organirers allowing 
them, rchicumly, to play a 

fomewhai greater role beca" 
w s e not "officaally" part 
PLO. 

Haffldi &lah, a young o 
£gyptkn foreign mirustiy o 
and Dr. Dimitiy Simej - • 
fanoed on Middle Ear: mitt 
brought in for a aubiuntkl 
attempt to round up *> 
Anseiican partiripanti - w 
bchind-tbe-scenes organizai 
oanfaenee They are U 
pcraoiu mok reqonskile 
that went wrong bdore and 
the gsthaing. Samkb Far 
Palestinkn ptofeamr of locso 
Ameriran Univeriiiy, was 
gpon*»tag committee, but 
n^hgentb turaware <rf m 
was being done and only ke 
the fn* ' <i*>A A m s i c o 
aky wtf^' spoRjoring ' 
otbtr tosututioiu more 
tnvolwd to foreign pol 
tfans refumd to lend thek 

. Set Beck Fate 



today, but no d a t a t u ' o t t a s u a b -

Washington Islamic talks 
• ihip - lad one, the Forekn Pobcy 

iMtftute at the John. Hopkins 
school for advanced Intermtiomi 
Std^ieSi'ieturned to the ICO a che­
que for $30,000 af ts dedd i i « to 
end h i tentative involveraent. 

The OTkiml dednon to exclude 
official P L C repxeientatives was 

- taken in orde to attempt to at-
• tract high-tevel A m e k a n parti­

cipant., including pawns 
oonhected with the Reagan admi-

Eatton. It was deddpd that if 
P L C was involved auch per-
—would i B t atteial. Dimitiy 

.Simev'in foct, made this a cojdi-
/ tion of h i . owa invohement. 

But the confaence was K> has­
tily and w badly orepered that 
bo aenior American p a w n 
came afte aO to what ha l been 
billed at a very important Arab-
Amaican "dialogue". Oonw-
quently the decihon to exclude 
the P L C onJy mattered to the few 
2 ion ia apokesmen whom the or­
g a n i c s had invited - foremost 

.aimong them Dr. Josejdi Joffe, a 
aupporta of braeri invauon of 

-Ldranon and annexation of Arab 
terrtories, and Rabbi Arthur 

•Scfaneida, an apologia for what­
ever governments regn- f f f both 
watftingtonand UraeL Both choices 
w a e of courw, outrageous, but the 
•Arab otganizers were ao cortfused 
• i k l » de^ ra te for participams 
that they accepted whatever they 
•could j e t . " I w a . amazed whom I 
was litting next to," mid Radtid 
Khahdi, a very thoughtful young 
Paleainian academic, when he 
found himself on a panel with Joe 
Joffe. In the end many observers 
f-' wen as invited paiticipaiits 
w e e encouraged to rtay for the, 
vsuiol^a meals and panels in oxda 
to buffd op the very weak atten-

Promise I 

dance. 

could ponrt to in the "various 
-charters of the Zionia Movcmeitt 
which recognizes the task rights 

n f the Paleainiins to aelf-de-
tarmimtion.*' 

-The charter of the PLO is the 

i / < ^ u K u l c y u u i y « i i n u w» u i c j j , ^ , ^ , ladicd chatse mthinkinc 
conference-witlun the laa few days, " r . v U „ T ! ^ . K l T i r i n 

K i t o r r v r h a n o r * k . f t n n V of the Ziorua Movcment there wis 

of laael in such a conference m ^ f u ' f f J . K . ^ - m b k ni^f,^ . u . T " . t i ' ' • „ .w. - .- . -oi . . . rtghtsof the Pakanuan people. 
'l̂ ,w J ^ J ^ . ^ b i ^ J ^ ^ S ^ B " * B«tonin was unatisfkd. 

and •» the session chairman. Abdul stand each other. AAed from a 
confffence Aziz Said from American Uni-

• v!L^';'^JiSiffi, alS î5S *«»By. tried to mow on to other 

queabn«a Rahman persiaed and 
Sdineido gaw one of his typically Or«inaIly sad to be a "oonfer-
c o n w l u t e d ^ n w B i tha amounted ^™ P ^ ' " f 
to " N o " Middle Ead ' and an "Arab-Ame­

rican daibgue," this 3-day af&k 
A short t ine bter, Hamn proved to be a "total fmico," 

Rahman rose from the audknce "a great emtarrasanent," "a disas, 
with squeaion for Rabbi Schneider, ter,^' to quote from the obscrva-
AJmost fittingly, tta fira tbns of wme of the more critical 
miapphone he was handed didn't obaovcra 
woA. Anothe was brought to him. Once again the Arab world 
that ^ n ' t work ehhei. It miemed has proved it is wty out of hs 
that even the technology of the political league in Waihiraton. The 
confaence wai consprirg to mfe- ICO has discredited itself by throw-
guard the gathermg from partici- ing tkne and money away and in 
patbn by the PLO. . the end putting on afi outrageously 

FmaDy it was suggeked that ambanassing affsk. 
Rahman come to the partkipaizts Fuithermote, peihqrt more 
tabk to use one of the tabk kiagba&y, the very c o n o ^ ef 
microphones Ratha than address- boldmg k aabus, forward-looking 
ing hfrnself to the forme qnettbn ]>eace-orkmed jathaing of Ameri-
and tndicatiix that at kast in this cans, Jews, and Arabs has been 
w i y the PLO was ittleed Tmally deah a grave bbw. The ultimate 
partkipttiiig in the coikeience, victiim of course - Palekinian 
Bkhrosn began to oomexmnine tights, Arab ciedbiEty and honour, 
Schneider aAi t« him what be mnd ultimately, peace itself. 
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