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EGYPTs diversification policy would entitle it to shop right around the world for its weapons 

Restoration of Palestinian statehood-
the essential key to peace 

EGYPT'S former Foreign Minister, Ismail Fahmy, today continues 
his analysis of the Mid-east, Its diplomacies and their implica­
tions. 

In an outspoken Interview with the Saudi Gazeue's Washington 
correspondent, Mark Brezonsky, Fahmy has tiroken with his long 
personal tradition of avoiding the press. 

This full-length appraisal of Egyptian-Israeli relations — the 
third and final part appears In Saturday's Gazeiie — Is the first 
In-depth Interview that Fahmy, now writing his memoirs from his 
Nile-view apartmenf, has given since his resignation. 
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|PART 2: Thej 
f ^autonomy 1 

• B n i z o n s k v : I f there should be a 
new Pres ident o f E g v p t , does 
EgApt r e t a in the opt ion of r e t u r n ­
ing to a pol icy w h e r e a r m s a n d 
pol i t ica l suppor t cou ld be sought 
f rom the Soviet L ' n i o n ? 
• F a h m y : Pres iden t Sada t o r his 
successor , i f he fo l l ows the s a m e 
po l i cy o f P res iden t Sada t a n d l i t -
e raJ ly appl ies a d i v e r s i f i c a l i o n p o l ­
icy , s h o u l d c e r t a i n l y ob ta in , i f he 
c a n . w e a p o n s f r o m the S o v i e t 
U n i o n . 

Drversification does not mean that 
Fgypt gets its own weapons solely 
from France or from the U . K . or the 
U S. Dtversifcalion means thai you 
get whales er you need—-the lop qual­
ity, at the prnper time and ai the best 
pnqe — from anywhere in the world. 
Y o u »fypp for the bc»l A ix ra f t wh«;h 
s u i t i j o B r i p c c i a l purposes and which 
yourtfftilVdocsn": have. Y o u k>ok for 

fast delivery as well as the best buys, 
price-wise. 
• The Soviets wiO never supply Sadat 
again with weapons. And who would 
pay for Ihem? 
» We're not talking about per­
sonalities. Y o u asked me a simple 
question — that after President Sadat 
do you think that Fgypt wil l get 
weapons from the Soviet Union? And 
my answer was very clear. That the 
policy of divcrsircat ion —which Pres­
ident Sadat hirrwetf proclaimed — 
means. if I understand it correctly, that 
Egypt loots for the best arms it wants 
from all over the world. He didn't say 
that he is making divcrsiricaEion only 
to buy from the French or from the 
Americans. He didn't say T i l buy from 
everybody but not the Russians. 

• Do you s«* any likelihood, any pos­
sibility, any reasonable hope, that the 
autonomy negollalions can lead to any 
form of solution to the Palestinian 
problem? 
• Dcpcndsonwhatyou meanby solu­
tion of the PaJcsiinian problctn. i 
• SduUon which win be wlde t j t cwiK. - " 
dered . - ^ - . I j 
m Come to the point — you warrt V 
know whether I believe this auioffcmy '• 
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mmmim 
wil l lead to a Palestinian state. Right? 
• I f that's the only solution that you 
see. 
m Yea. I don't sec any permanent 
peace to Ijie Mid-east crisis unless the 
Palestinian problem is solved on the 
basis of restoring the full rights of the 
Palestinian people in the form of a 
homeland with territorial boundaries. 

In other words, to give hack the 
Palestinians their statehood. Without 

'the csiablishmcni of a stale of Pales­
tine there wil l be no peace in this a r e a 

N o w or»ce you have this state of 
Palestine eslablBhcd and if this new 

Palestine state chooses to have some 
relations with Israel I have no objec­
tion. iLs up to them — federation, con­
federation, even if they decide to unite 
in a secular stale — its up to them. I 'm 
not against it. I f they choose to have a 
political link with Jordan, it's up to 
them. 

But let us understand each other 
very clearly- There wi l l be no peace 
unless the Palestine problem is solved 
on the basis of a Palestine state. This i s , 
my opinion. I may be wrong. X . 
• But Ibe Israelis arc hinting at a " 
somewhat dllTcrent solutlorf which 

many Egyptians I 've spoken with don't 
seem to object too strongly about. 

I f K ing Hussein did not rule in 
Amman, if Jordan were In fact control­
led by Palestinians politically, then the 
Israelis could argue that the 1922 divi­
sion of Palestine by the Bri t ish has been 
validated, that the Palestinians now 
have three-fourths of Palestine — the 
East Bank of the Jordan river — and 
the Jews have one-quarter — every­
thing to the west of the river — and that 
(here is a Pslestinian stale. Isn't this a 
possible solution? 

m Y o u and I could write a book about 
the various solutions and various fai l ­
ures and various inicrprclalions and 
add it to the very strange and huge 
encyclopedia of the Mid-east. 

Eve ry problem in the Mid-east is 
material for a volume of theories but it 
we approach it like this we wi l l never 
find a solution. 

It is easy to say. for instance, why the 
heck all this fuss. Jordan is there, the 
majority are Palestinians — have the 
Palestinian state in Jordan. 
• Many peopk do say that. F.specially 
In Israel . 

• But w h y ? Because this automati­
cally means an aggression on the Jor­
danian slate. Second, that to Israel, the 
Arabs and the Palestinians would 
thereby relinquish their own rights in 
Palestine itself. - •> - l >' 

And more important; the result o f . 
the PalcstinLsation of Jordan is the 
Israelisation of the West Bank and 
Gaza. This is why the Israelis are 
promoting this idea, but this is not the 
solution. 

Now just think very seriously about 
what I 've told you about the Palcstin-
Lsaiion of Jordan and the Israclisation 
of the West Bank and Gaza. This is 
cxa j i ly what Begin is trying to do and 
what some of the American strategists 
are trying to do. But they arc running 
from the main problem. This couldn't 
happen — its impossible. 

• Why? 
m Bccau.se this attempts to solve the 

problem — the rights of the people — 
at the expense of other people. A n d 
only to please the Israelis. 
• History Is full of examples of such 
things happening. It might not be 
" j u s t , " but It might be a solution. 
• I f this is a mental exercise I can jo in 
you and stretch it even further. For 
example that Begin, hitrtself, and his 
colleagues, can i^ tum to Poland, 
Germany, France and U J C . Or, they 
can Stan all over again shopping for 
new ground and go to Madagascar or 
even to L i b y a or Uganda. I f you want 
to have a mental exercise — a nice one 
— you can start all over again and try 
to dEsmanilc the Zionist theory. 
• Let me ask you about Zionist theory 
and Zionist politics. Do you think the 
treaty has greatly strengthened the 
Likud-Begin political forces In Zion­
ism? Has the right-wing of Zionism. . . 
• I don't believe that there is any dif­
ference between all those people. 
They have their Old Testament and 
they are trying to implement it by 
stages, by force, or by Influence all 
over the world. They succeeded, suc­
ceeded for the first time in their life, in 
that Egypt, especially, alongwith the 
U . S . and the European countries, 
agree for the first time to have an 
Israeli state in the area. 

• But you don't see a difference bel-
wei-n Labowy ' l i r^pan i , L i k u d . . . >••' ; 
m N t i f l i f r c re i i cX.AU. t t iUi i sq&ani i cx -^ 
Believe me. i •' -
• Then you didn't mlrul that President 
Carter went to pray at the grave of 
Jabotinsky? 
m He didn't ask my permission nord id 
he ask my opinion. 
• Because I know many Jewish people 
who feel that Car te r ' s praying at the 
grave of Jabotinsky was an act of 
ideological Idiocy. And I ' m rather 
struck by the fact that almost all Egyp­
tians — and here you and Mlni.ster of 
Stale for Foreign Affairs , Butros Gha l l 
have the same opinion — are not sensi­
tive to the serious ideological differ­
ences that exist within Jewish-Israeli 
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'polittes. ..' • 
w W h o said so? 
• Because you think they're all about J 
the same. 
m Sure, as far as their own slate in 
PaJcstinc and their expansion in the 
area, they arc all the same. Al l of them 
are implementing the Zionist dream. 
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