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EGYPTs diversification policy would entitle it to shop right around the world for its weapons 

Restoration of Palestinian statehood-
the essential key to peace 

EGYPT'S former Foreign Minister, tsmaii Fatimy, toifay continues 
tiis analysis of the Mid-east, its diplomacies and their implica­
tions. 

In an outspotten interview with the Snudi Gazeues Washington 
correspondent, Mart Brezonsky, Fahmy has broken with his long 
personal tradition of avoiding the press. 

This fuil-iength appraisal of Egyptian-Israeli relations — the 
third and final pari appears in Saturday's Gazette — is the first 
In-deplh interview that Fahmy, now writing his memoirs from his 
Nile-view apartment, has given since his resignation. 
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FROM' 

I •autonomy I 
T-:^ issue... ; 

• B n i z o n - s k y : I f t h e r e s h o u l d b e a 

n e w P r e s i d e n t o f p R v p t , d o e s 

E ( O p t r e t a i n t h e o p t i o n o f r e t u r n -

Inn t o a p o l i c y w h e r e a r m s a n d 

p o l h i c a l s u p p o r t c o u l d b e s o u g h t 

f r o m t h e S o v i e t U n i o n ? 

• F a h m y : P r e s i d e n t S a d a t o r h i s 

s u c c e s s o r , i f h e f o l l o w s t h e s a m e 

p o l i c y o f P r e s i d e n t S a d a t a n d l i t ­

e r a l l y a p p l i e s a d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n p o l ­

i c y , s h o u l d c e r t a i n l y o b t a i n , i f h e 

c a n , w e a p o n s f r o m t h e S o v i e t 

U n i o n . 

D i s c r i i f i c a t i o n d o e s not m e a n that 

F g y p t gets its t i w n w e a p o n s s o l e l y 

f r o m F r a n c e o r f r o m the U . K . or the 

U . S . D i v e r s i f i c a i i o n m e a n s that y o u 

get w h a t e v e r y o u n e e d — t h e t o p q u a l ­

i ty , at the p r n p c r t i m e a n d at the best 

p n q c — f f o m a n y w h e r e i n the w o r l d . 

Y o c i b p p for the b a t A i r c r a f t w h t h 

s u m j o o r s p e c i a J p u r p o s e s a n d w h i c h 

y o i i r t T f t t f V d o c s n ' t h a v e . Y o u l o o k f o r 

fast d e l i v e r y as w e l l as the best b u y s , 

p r i c e - w i s e . 

• T h e Sov ie t s w i B n e v e r s u p p l y S a d a t 

a g a i n w i t h w e a p o n s . A n d w h o w o u l d 

pay for t h e m ? 

" W e ' r e not t a l k i n g a b o u t p e r ­

s o n a l i t i e s . Y o u a s k e d m e a s i m p l e 

q u e s t i o n — that a f ter P r e s i d e n t S a d a t 

d o y o u t h i n k that E g y p t w i l l get 

w e a p o n s f r o m the S o v i e t U n i o n ' ' A n d 

m y a n s w e r wa.s v e r y c l e a r . TTiat the 

po l i cy o f d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n — w h i c h P r e s ­

ident S a d a t h i m s e l f p r o c l a i m e d — 

m e a n s , i f I u n d e r s t a n d it c o r r e c t l y , that 

E g y p t I O O I L S for the best a r m s it w a n t s 

f r o m a l l o v e r the w o r l d . H e didn't say 

that he is m a k i n g d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n o n l y 

to buy f r o m the F r e n c h o r f r o m the 

A m c r i c a a s . H e d idn' t s a y I ' l l b u y f r o m 

e v e r y b o d y but not the R u s s i a n s . 

• D o y o u see a n y l i k e l i h o o d , a n y pos­

s i b i l i t y , a n y r r a . s o n a b l « hope , that the 

aulOTTomy negot iat ions c a n lead to a n y 

f o r m o f so lut ion to the P a l e s t i n i a n 

p r o b l e m ? 

m D e p e n d s o n wh.al y o u m e a n by s o l u ­

t ion o f the P a l c s i i n i a n p r o b l e m . i 

• S o h i t J o a w h i c h w i l l be wide l jkO>nskv' ^ 

* r e d . 

m C o m e to the p o i n t — y o u w a n t W V 

k n o w w h e t h e r 1 b e l i e v e this a u t o n c m y 

.1 fi 

WASHINGTOiX 
w i l l l e a d to a P a l e s t i n i a n s ta te . R i g h t ? 

• I f tha t ' s the o n l y s o l u t i o n that y o u 

see . 

m Y a . I d o n ' t s e c a n y p e r m a n e n t 

p e a c e to tpc M i d - c a s t c r i s i s un le s s the 

P a l e s t i n i a n p r o b l e m is s o l v e d on the 

b a s i s o f r e s t o r i n g the ful l r ights o f the 

P a J e s i i n i a n p e o p l e In the f o r m o f a 

h o m e l a n d w i t h [ e r r i i o r i a l b o u n d a r i e s . 

I n o t h e r w o r d s , to g ive b a c k the 

PaJes i in iaros the i r s t a t e h o o d . W i t h o u t 

the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a s ta te o f P a l e s ­

t ine t h e r e w i l l b e n o p e a c e in this a r e a . 

• N o w o n c e y o u h a v e this s tate o f 

P a l e s t i n e e s t a b l i s h e d a n d i f this n e w 

P a l e s t i n e state c h o o s e s to h a v e s o m e 

r e l a t i o n s w i t h I s r a e l I h a v e no o b j e c ­

t ion . Its u p to t h e m — f e d e r a t i o n , c o n ­

f e d e r a t i o n , e v e n i f they d e c i d e to u n i t e 

in a s e c u l a r s l a t e — its u p to t h e m . I ' m 

not aga ins t it. I f they c h o o s e to h a v e a 

po l i t i ca l l i n k w i t h J o r d a n , it's u p to 

t h e m . 

B u t let us u n d e r s t a n d e a c h o t h e r 

v e r y c l e a r l y . T h e r e w i l l be no p e a c e 

un le s s the P a l e s t i n e p r o b l e m is s o l v e d 

o n the b a s i s o f a P a l e s t i n e s t a t e . T h i s i s . 

m y o p i n i o n . I m a y be w r o n g . X 

• B u t the I s r a c l b a r e h i n t i n g at a ' 

Sfmtcwhat d i f f c r r n t so lut lo i f w h i c h 

m a n y E g y p t i a n s I ' ve s p o k e n Milh d o n ' t 

s eem to objec t too s trongly a b o u t . 

I f K i n g H u s s e i n d i d not r u l e In 

. A m m a n , i f J o r d a n w e r e in fact c o n t r o l ­

led by P a l e s t i n i a n s pol i t ical ly , t h e n the 

I s r a e l i s c o u W a r g u e that the 1922 d i v j . 

s ion o f P a l e s t i n e by the B r i t i s h has been 

v a l i d a t e d , that the P a l e s t i n i a n s n o w 

h a s e t h r e e - f o u r t h s of P a l e s t i n e — the 

E a s t B a n k o f the J o r d a n r i v e r — a n d 

the J e w s h a v e o n e - q u a r t e r — e v e r y ­

t h i n g to (he west o f the r i v e r — a n d that 

t h e r e Is a P a l e s t i n i a n s ta te . I s n ' t this a 

poss ible s o l u t i o n ? 

• Y o u a n d I c o u l d w r i t e a b o o k a b o u t 

the v a r i o u s s o l u t i o n s a n d v a r i o u s f a i l ­

u r e s a n d v a r i o u s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s a n d 

a d d it to the v e r y s t r a n g e a n d h u g e 

e n c y c l o p e d i a o f the M i d - c a s t . 

E v e r y p r o b l e m in the M i d - e a s t is 

m a t e r i a l for a v o l u m e o f t h e o r i e s b u t it 

w e a p p r o a c h it l i k e this w e w i l l n e v e r 

find a s o l u t i o n . 

I t is e a s y to s a y . for i n s t a n c e , w h y the 

h e c k a l l this fuss, J o r d a n is t h e r e , the 

m a j o r i t y a r e P a l e s t i n i a n s — h a v e the 

P a l e s t i n i a n s ta te in J o r d a n . 

• M a n y people d o s a y t h a t . E s p e c i a l l y 

in I s r a e l . 

a B u t w h y ? B e c a u s e th i s a u t o m a t i ­

c a l l y m e a n s a n a g g r e s s i o n o n the J o r ­

d a n i a n s ta te . S e c o n d , that to I s r a e l , the 

A r a b s a n d the P a l e s t i n i a n s w o u l d 

t h e r e b y r e l i n q u i s h t h e i r o w n rights in 

P a l e s t i n e itself. - • f 

A n d m o r e i m p o r t a n t : the r e s u l t o f , 

the P a l c s t i n l s a t i o n o f J o r d a n is t h e 

I s r a e l i s a t i o n o f the W e s t B a n k a n d 

G a z a . T h i s is w h y the I s r a e l b a r e 

p r o m o t i n g this i d e a , b u t th i s is not the 

s o l u t i o n . 

N o w j u s t t h i n k v e r y s e r i o u s l y a b o u t 

w h a t I ' ve t o l d y o u a b o u t the P a l e s i i n -

Lsal ion o f J o r d a n a n d the I s r a e l i s a t i o n 

o f the W e s t B a n k a n d G a z a T h i s is 

e x a c t l y w h a t B e g i n Is t r y i n g to d o a n d 

w h a t s o m e o f the A m e r i c a n s tra teg i s t s 

a r c t r y i n g to d o . B u t they a r c r u n n i n g 

f r o m the m a i n p r o b l e m . T h i s c o u l d n ' t 

h a p p e n — its i m p o s s i b l e . 

• W h y ? 

• B e c a u s e this a t t e m p t s to s o l v e the 

p r o b l e m — the rights o f the p e o p l e — 

at the e x p e n s e o f o t h e r p c o p t c . A n d 

o n l y to p l ease the I s r a e l i s . 

• H i s t o r y Is full o f e x a m p l e s of s u c h 

t h i n g s h a p p e n i n g . I t might not be 

" J u s t , " but it might be a s o l u t i o n . 

" I f this is a m e n t a l e x e r c i s e I c a n j o i n 

y o u a n d s t r e t c h it e v e n fur ther . F o r 

e x a m p l e that B e g i n , h i m s e l f , a n d his 

c o l l e a g u e s , c a n r e t u r n to P o l a n d , 

G e r m a n y , F r a n c e a n d U J C . O r , they 

c a n s tar t a l l o v e r a g a i n s h o p p i n g for 

n e w g r o u n d a n d go to M a d a g a s c a r o r 

e v e n to L i b y a o r U g a n d a . I f y o u w a n t 

to h a v e a m e n t a l e x e r c i s e — a n i c e o n e 

— y o u c a n s tar t a l l o v e r a g a i n a n d try 

to d i s m a n t l e the Z i o n i s t t h e o r y . 

• L e t m e a s k y o u a b o u t Z i o n i s t t h e o r y 

a n d Z i o n i s t po l i t i c s . D o y o u t h i n k the 

t rea ty h a s grea t ly s t r e n g t h e n e d the 

L i k u d - B e g i n po l i t i ca l f o r c e s in Z i o n -

i s m ? H a s (he r i g h t - w i n g o f Z i o n i s m . . . 

n I d o n ' t b e l i e v e that t h e r e is a n y di f ­

f e r e n c e b e t w e e n a l l t h o s e p e o p l e . 

T h e y h a v e t h e i r O l d T e s t a m e n t a n d 

they a r e t r y i n g to i m p l e m e n t it b y 

s tages , b y f o r c e , o r b y i n f l u e n c e a l l 

o v e r the w o r l d . T h e y s u c c e e d e d , s u c ­

c e e d e d for the first t i m e in the i r l i fe , in 

t h a t E g y p t , e s p e c i a l l y , a l o n g w i t h the 

U . S . a n d the E u r o p e a n c o u n t r i e s , 

a g r e e f o r the first t i m e to h a v e a n 

I s r a e l i s t a l e i n the a r e a . 

• B u t y o u d o n ' t see a d i f f e r e n c e bet­

w e e n L a b o n r y ^ i l p p f l m , l i k u d . . . .* T . 

m N d d i n e r e D c e ^ t t i h U a 5 q i » a i r t « a.i^ 

I know 
many 
Israelis 
who think 
that 
Carter's 
praying at 
the grave of 
Jabotinsky 
jiias an act 
of idiocy' 

B e l i e v e m e . i , 

• T h e n y o u d i d n ' t m i n d that P r e s i d e n t 

C a r t e r w e n t to p r a y a t the g r a v e o f 

J a b o t i n s k y ? 

• H e d i d n ' t a s k m y p e r m i s s i o n n o r d i d 

he a s k m y o p i n i o n . 

• B e c a u s e I k n o w m a n y J e w i s h people 

w h o feel that C a r t e r ' s p r a y i n g at the 

g r a v e o f J a b o t i n s k y w a s a n act o f 

i d e o l o g i c a l i d i o c y . A n d I ' m r a t h e r 

s t r u c k b y the fact that a l m o s t a l l E g y p ­

t i a n s — a n d h e r e y o u a n d M i n i s t e r o f 

S ta te for F o r e i g n A f f a i r s , B u l r o s G h a l i 

h a v e the s a m e o p i n i o n — a r e not s ens i ­

t ive to the s e r i o u s I d e o l o g i c a l d i f fer ­

ences t h a t exist w i t h i n J e w i s h - I s r a e l i 

n W h o s a i d s o ? 

• B e c a u s e y o u t h i n k t h e y ' r e a l l about 

the s a m e . 

" S u r e , as far as the i r o w n state in 

P a l e s t i n e a n d the i r e x p a n s i o n in the 

a r e a , i h c y a r c a l l the s a m e . A U of t h e m 

a r e i m p l e m e n t i n g the Z i o n i s t d r e a m . 
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