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AMERICA: What happens when an intellectual demands justice for the Palestinians 
M ' l l l O R •\77y' Stone laces a prob-
ein c o m m o n to a mimbc i of Jewish i i i tc l -
eciiials in A m e r i c a — being shunned for 
oicing his v iews on Israe l . 

Stone's personal background as the first 
epotter to travel with illegal Jewish inimig-
ints runninc the Hritish blockade to get to 
alestinc should, one would have thought, 
si.iblished his Jew ish credentials fairly firmly. 

S o too shou ld his tirst book 
riilcrt^iniinil Uf r<l}c7ttne. w h i c h 

.IS d cd i c t i i cd to those i m m i g r a n t s 
; H I c . i s t igaled the B r i t i s h w h o . he 
i h l . t r ied to " s a c r i t i c e " the 
. w i s h i m m i g t a n t s in o rder to 
h u i l d . i n a l l i ance w i th the M u s l i m 
ppcr c lasses against R u s s i a . 
T . incc . ind the I ' n i t c i l S ta tes a n d 
-ccp the M u b e a s t under the i r 
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' n i i i i l . " 

He quit j o u r r K i l i s m so t l i .Tl he 

• \\U\ l i i k c a w h o l l y pa r t i san role 
a i U o c a l c for I l i e i m m i g r a n t s . 

Cause 
^ ct S tone ' s pe r sona l u l e n t i h c a -
Mi With J e w i s h suf ter inp. a n d t l ic 
: I that his book was a s i ihs t a i i t i a l 
n i i e t u e in p r o m o t i n g the i r 
use. I i a r d b sn t l i c cd in A m c r i e a n 
wi- h e i re les \ S u l i i n . i few \c.ars 
il e\ e n si nee l / / v Stone tias been 
n i l th ing ot a p a r i a h . 
Now the botik has been r epub -
led w it l i a new s c c i m i l p.art to it : 
,'/(I /fofo <i'ul .\f<-<hiiitit>ns Ihirty 
. j M , l , ' ' r • M l i i e h IS . m a sense . 

I / z y ' s sc l f -c le tencc as well as his 
c o u n t e r - a t t a c k . 

Stone c o m m i t t e d two basic sins 
as far as A m e r i c a n Jewry is c o n ­
c e r n e d . F i r s t , he refused to b u c k l e 
unde r to a n e w l y - i m p o s e d par ty-
l i k e " d i s e i p l i n c " that o rgan ised 
A m e r i c a n J e w r y instituted as a 
r eac t ion to its impotence d u r i n g 
the M)s. 

A n d s e c o n d , he a lways m a i n ­
ta ined that w h a t e v e r the pluses 
and m i n u s e s o f Z i o n i s m , the 
interes ts of t l ie A r a b populat ion of 
Pa les t ine veas a lso an impor tan t 
J e w i s h c o n c e r n . 

P a r i t w o of the new ed i t ion 1() 
Underf^round To l'clc\iinc c o n ­
sists of t w o shor t cssats . In the l i r s i 
— Confessions of a > u i i / f / J i v w -

deni ~ S tone hinibasts the A m e r i ­
c a n J e w i s h es tab l i shment for his 
( a n d so m a n y o the r s ) r e j e c t i o n . 

" D e s p i t e a l l these c r e d e n t i a l s , " 
he notes after l i s t ing his J e w i s h 
t ics , " I f ind m y s e l f — l ike m a n y 
fel low A m e r i c a n in t e l l ec tua l s . 
J e w i s h and n o n - J e w i s h — os t ra ­
cised vvhcncver I try to speak up 
on the M i d - c a s t . " 

Dissent 
Stone ' s o r ig ina l s in c a m e in a 

single r a l i i e r obscure sentence in. 
his book . A f t e r suggest ing I l i a f i n 
a sane and o rde r ly w o r l d , the 
U . S . A . . U S S R , F r a n c e and B r i l a i i r 
w o u l d j o i n in an in te rna t iona l , 
deve lopmen t s cheme for the 
Mid-eas t and in a context of r i s ing 
l iv ing s tandards p r o v i i l e ample 
room for the J e w s in Pa l e s t i ne , " 
he t l icn wen t on to m i l d l y suggest, 

" I m y s e l f w o u l d l i k e to sec a b i -
na t ional A r a b - J e w i s h state made 
of Pa les t ine and T r a n s - J o r d a n , the 
w h o l e to be part of a M i d - e a s t e r n 
S e m i t i c F e d e r a t i o n , " 

T h o u g h la ter the name I . F . 
S tone became specifically 
assoc ia ted w i t h the Pales t in ian 
cause and l a t e r s t i l l w ith the notion 
of a Pa l e s t i n i an as w e l l as a J ewish 
s l a t e in h i s to r ic Pa l e s t i ne , jn 1946 
he made no fur ther commen t on 
these issues . 

W h e n the book w a s publ ished 
a n d f r iends f rom the Zionis t 
m o v e m e n t a p p r o a c h e d Izzy about 
a n adve r t i s ing c a m p a i g n he put his 
foot d o w n to their pol i te insistence 
that the of fending sentence disap­
pear . 

R e c a l l i n g the e x p e r i e n c e half a 
l i f e - t ime later S tone notes in this 
first essay, " T h a t ended the l u n ­
c h e o n , a n d in a w a y . the book. It-
w a s in effect b o y c o t t e d . " 

S ince then the name I . F . Stone 
has been progress ive ly harshly 
t rea ted in A m e r i c a n J e w i s h c i r ­
c les , l / . / y lias been unjus t ly v i l i f ied 
as a " s c l f - l i a t i n g J e w " and an 
a n t i - Z i o n i s t , ne i ther of wh ich his 
fr iends have ever k n o w n him to 
be. 

T h e s econd o f S tone ' s ' T h i r t y 
Y e a r s L a t e r ' essay is t i t led The 
Other Zionism, a n d reca l l s the v a r ­
ious f igures and groups w i t h i n the 
•Zionis t m o v e m e n t w h o w e r e 
n e v e r antagonis t or c o n d e s c e n d ­
ing t o w a r d the A r a b s , w h o a l w a y s 
rea l i sed that Z i o n i s m ' s fu l f i lment 
l ies in e v e n t u a l accep tance by the 
P a l e s t i n i a n A r a b s . 

I n assaul t ing B e g i n ' s " r i g i d , 
m o n o l i t h i c po l i cy tota l ly u n s u i i e d 
to the great oppor tun i t i e s o p e n e d 
up by Sada t ' s courageous i n i t i a ­
t i v e , " S tone reca l l s the sch i sm in 
Z i o n i s m rep re sen ted by J a b o l i n s -
k y ' s H c r u t m o v e m e n t ve r sus the 
v a r i o u s Z i o n i s t groups w h o a l w a y s 
have accep ted the l eg i t imacy o f 
P a l e s t i n i a n n a t i o n a l i s m . 

I n r e v i e w i n g the ups a n d dow ns 
o f this o the r Z i o n i s m , S tone 
r ig l i t ly p rophcc i s e s that " T o 
impose the k i n d of se l f - ru le B e g i n 
envisages on the P a l e s t i n i a n s is to 
put I s r a e l in to a n endless sea of 
t r oub le . " B u t " a l l else becomes 

negot iab le , " he adds , " i f the p r i n ­
ciple of s e l f -de t e rmina t i on is r ec ­
ognised . " 

" T h e m a i n c u r r e n t of Z i o n i s m , " 
S tone begins h is second c o n c l u d ­
ing essay, " h a s a l w a y s n o u r i s h e d 
i tself on the i l l u s ion that the J e w s 
were ' a people wi t t iout a l a n d ' 
r e tu rn ing to ' a l a n d wi thou t a p c o -
pie. ' 

B u t there w a s f rom the b e g i n ­
ning of the m o v e m e n t a n o t h e r 
Z i o n i s m , now a lmost forgot ten , 
except by s cho la r s . " he con t inues , 
" w h i c h was p r epa red , f rom the 
deepest e th i ca l m c t i v c s , to face up 
to the rea l i ty that Pa les t ine w a s 
not an e m p t y l and but c o n t a i n e d 
ano the r a n d k i n d r e d p e o p l e . " 

" T h e y w e r e a lone ly handfu l 
then, a n d a lone l ie r one n o w , " 
S tone adds , " w h e n the p e n d u l u m 
of p o w e r has swung to the far 
r ight , to the u l t r a -na t iona l i s t s , 
w i t h the i r o l d leader , M e n a c h c m 
B e g i n , in o l f i c c . " 

D e s p i t e be ing d i s l i k e d S tone 
refuses to stop te l l ing the " t r u t h as 
he sees i t . H e ends his book by 
say ing : -

" N o mat te r w h i c h the cho ice , 
the t w o people must l ive together, 
c i ther in the same Pa le s t in i an state 
or s ide by side in two Pa l e s t i n i an 
states. 

B u t c i t h e r so lu t ion requi res a 
r e v i v a l o f the o the r Z i o n i s m , a 
recogni t ion that t w o peoples — 
not one — occupy the same l and 
and h a v e the s ame rights. 

T h i s is the , pa th to r e c o n c i l i a ­
tion a n d reconc i l i a t ion a lone can 
guarantee I s r ae l ' s s u r v i v a l . I s r ae l 
can e x h a u s t i tself in n e w w a r s . It 
can c o m m i t suic ide . It can- pul l 
down the p i l l a r s on i t s e l f a n d its 
neighbours . 

I Hut it can l i ve only by r e v i v i n g 
that sp i r i t of f ra te rn i ty a n d jus t i ce 
and c o n c i a l i t i o n that its p rophe t s 
p reached and the o the r Z i o n i s m 
sought to a p p l y . " 
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