i4 bout a week betore the Camp David

summit, the Israeli cabinet held 2
most unusual meeting. How to handle
the public relations problems arising
out of a failure at Camp David was the
topic. Never before had Israel’s highest
poverning body discussed, hefore the
fact. the public relations implications
of anunticipated breakdown in negotia-
tions and issued advance directives
for a response.

“he cabinet’s decision. never made
kKnown publicly, was based on the
expectation that Israel would ecither
immicdiately or eventuully be blamed
by both the Arabs and the Americans
when Canmip David proved only a
temporary repricve in Egyptian-Isracli
relations,

To begin the preemptive informa-
tion oftfensive. two high-ranking Israeli
officials were instructed to visit the US
during Camp David. Zahman Shoval.
Chairman of the Kaesset's information
comnmittee, and Hurry Hurwitz, Prine
Minister  Begin's  new  adviser  on
external  information,  came  to
America. in the words of Hurwitz, to

prepare “a mussive  Hasbara  (the
preg

Hebrew word for a combination of

iformation and propaganda)

campaign™ to  be  spearheaded. of

course, by American Jewry,

Hurwitz put forward his views the
very weekend of the Camp David
discussions before the 81st annual con-
vention of the Zionist Organization of
America (ZOAY. It was Hurwitz's
inaugural performance before
the world’s largest Jewish community
in his new role, and he appeared to
relish the opportunity to preach to his
flock. His appreach and sttitude reveal
mucht of the Begin governmient’s
thinking. And consequently his 1alk
that evening deserves special attention.

Bewinning with an admontion mot
ta expect any major progress in the
peace taiks. Hlurwite told his ZOA

Loepartoanst “There i no shorteut 1o

peace. Neither the Panama Canal non
the SALT treaty nor Vietnam or wny
ot the other international dispute,
were settled in g matter of months o,
days or weeks or years”,

Then Hurwitz  unequivocally
endorsed the lurgely discredited Begin
“peuace plan”. saying that “never in 30
years has there been anything as con-
structive, anything as forthcoming us
the peace plan of the govermment of
Menachem Begin”. He added, I urge
the Arab world and [ urge the leaders
of this great United States of Ameriva.
don’t losc this opportunity oftered
you by the peace plan of the Govern-
ment of Israel™.

This was followed by Hurwits's
pledge that Isracl would never huday
from the following positions:

“1.Israel will never go buack o the

borders of June 4, 1967,

Tdsracl will never accept o
muoditications’.
3.The Dbrucli army must stnd in

Gaza and on the Jordun River .

4. Israel’s  defence
stationed  within
Samaria.

The city of Jerusalem will Torever
he the united capital of Taacl”
(this point received the Joudest
applause),

Dealing with the argument that
Israel should not talk in terms of
history or Jewish rights but only stress
security considerations, Hurwits uiied
the opposite. “Dont he ashamed, don’t
be apologetic, don’t he aftaid”. he
insisted.  “about  procluiming  the
Jewish people’s malicnable visht 1o
Eretz Yisruel, Don’t have an over-
eophasis on the exclusive seciify
considerations, This is very important,
very necessary, but don’t muake it the
only consideration. Becuuse i we dao
we nay find oorselves g positno
one day when those who wai o
guide Lsrael will say (o us, “von e
worrted about sccnnty s so owe bl

forces will he

Judea  and
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rensive”

take cure of 17,

{0 believe™, Hurwitz sontinued,
“There is a link hetween security and
biblical rights. | believe that the
Almighty who has placed us in this
corner of the globe was also a brilliant
strategist. The borders that he defined
provide a natural security for the land
which he promised his peuple. Let us
adhere to the primary, elementary
tight of the Jewish people to Eretz
Yisracl without apology, without com-
promise,  without  consideration  of
cmbarrassment from any  other
quarter™,

Hurwitz concluded with 1 douhle-
harreled warning tor the US unplying
that Israel deflunce of US poitey may
be ahead. Harwitz effusively piaised
Begin as an unyielding adherent of
Jabotinsky, who taught him: “Fight
for your idest and don't bow to the
mighty™  Then  Hurwitz  pdt his
Amenican Jewish forces on alent by
tefling them. T urge you not 1o follow
vpinion but 1o lead opinion. You may
he called upon w0 engaze in a
muassive  flaspara  drive  atrer Camp
David. 11 Camp David is successtul,
then it is possible we and the LS
tegether iy take the rap from the
rejectionist front ol the Arabs und
from thie Soviet Union for 1 short
period of time. {If Camp David is not
imumediately successtul and sruel s
again unjustly blamed. 1 say to ail of
you, inchuding the great US. “this is
not the way, Israel's cause is true and
just’and you will expluin i, he
instructed bis followers,

Inshor ihe Begin gosernment
speaking tuough Harwitz s contident
ot its ability o withstand nat only
Arab cfionts to win the public opinion
wat but also any Carter Administra.
Honattempt at allisnce with the
moderate Avab resunes  to pottray
Baaelas the barier to g settlement,
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