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most prominest and ?ﬁ%?fﬁ § isf
crities. His Affer the Guns Foll Silens .
published in 19760 was sf;%g iy
seciaimed sy the single most §§§§§§§§§£
Arab statement on the Middle East erisis
since the ‘October, 1973, war. Sid-
Ahmed argued that peace was at last
possibie, for. the 'October war had
chinged the regional situation and dé-
tente aliered the global environment.
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How has the Left in Egypt respondcd to the various steps
Sadat has taken?

Its basic critical stand mward the trip has not changed. The
Left now believes that the small degree of reciprocation by
Begin is proof that the party was right.

The Left party believes that the euphoria that began with
Sadat’s trip is built on issues that are not solid. This state of
mind is a bit similar to that during the January riots of 1977 In
both cases it is an expression of deep dissatisfaction with the
everyday life of the Egyptian people and the economic difficul-
ties they 're living with. The basic difference is that in January
this state of revolt exploded dgainsr the president, and this
time it was the presideat who used the state of revolt to get
support for his irip by idenstifving peace with 2 promise of
prosperity and an ead 1o the everyday difficulties.

What one shosld be afruid of is that) if hopes do nut
materialize, we Could have 2 third edition of the lunuary
events. The first edition is one that can be repeated, while the
second edition is one that is difficult o repeat.

How long do you think Sadat will hold back from a separate
peace while frving to bring the other Arabs into the
process?

i Sadat gets something completsly satisfaciory on Sinal,
then there will be 2 real dilemma. A step forward toward this
might oocur 5t this juncture. Bui thers will be another moment
in between, He would frst muke an atlempt 31 28 Arsb summit,
What he is keeaonisto get snoughon the Palestinian issue st
o satisly the Palestinlans or o smisfy he PLO  but ro satisfyz
certam number of Amsb countries who will heatake care i the
Palestinians.
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Untifafow yeart age Sid-Ahmed was
in charge of the cditorial page of 4L
Akram  Egyvpt'smostrespecred daily. A
Murzist sinve 19488 he hud lonp been a
feading fGigure onthe Bgypuan feft and
was imprisoned by both Farouk and
Nasser. Following hisrelease in 1964 he
helped establish the Marxist review
Al-Talia and was one of the key menm-
bers of 4l-Ahram s Center for Political
and Strategic Swudies.
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Which Arab countries specifically?

Saudi Arabia first. Jordan, of course. Lebanon doesn’
count and depends on decisions of others. And there will be &
bit of wooing Assad as much 4s possible. For some timé now
the Palestinians have been viewed by many Arab parties—
especially since the Lebanese war—as 4 threat 1o them, not just
1o the Israclis. What happened in Lebanon is being viewed by
these new, powerful, conservative Arab regimes 45  threat to
their stability. They worry that the phenomena of Lebanon
could be extended.

So it is most important for these regimes to be offered
something for Palestine that 23%&3; think could resalt in oz
compatible solution. The bargain is this: * You lsraclis give us
something on the Palestinian issue so they wiill not be an
clement of subversion for us. And we will guarantes Tully that
they will not be an element of subversion for you.»

Isthe PLO indecline” Isthe PLO out of the ballgame now?

Even if Sadat looks for pther leadership than the PLO, thisis
not vet acceptable to other relevant Arab parties. The auempt
since the Rivadh and Cairo summits affer the Lebaness war
was {0 iry 1o produce from within the PLO 3 leadership that
would consider the interesis of thess countries befors e
basic, traditional Palesunian requirements.

That effort having failed. ...
i dida 't fadl. Something more imporiast came #p—Sadut’y
frig. B dadn v imil wasn tested. Butstleast this wat the Arab

What now?

Now 3 further step. Now vou onter into the real Siffioainies
concerning the PLO aad fsrsel, PLO or 5o PLO. vou mug
cbizina aumnum on Palestine sothat voucan be sure there are
sefevant Arsh parties who will stand wih vou agaisst the



Palsstinians” basic demands—and who are ready io
crush... Even the Syrians were ready to crush the PLOm 2

What is the minimum?
For sure what is being offered by Beginas “geif-ruie’ isnot

Where do we reach the point that the Palestinian issue
really becomes negotiable?

Pronably it will be somewhere around this institutional liak
with Jordan.

So it’s the old 1972 King Hussein plan, with twe par-

Yes, if you like. Let's put if this way: 2 formula by which
Sordan will replace whay Israel is now requining as direct
presence within the Palestinian entity.

Egyptisbackinthe leadership role in the Arab world, even
though there is a rift and split. Can Egypt today correct its
negotiating stance and exert the kind of pressure on Israel
that will give it the bargaining power te produce results?

It looked. at one moment, as if Egypt was comering
everybody. Butitisavery risky situation, one in which Egypt
can be completely cornered. The sort of things | think help
correct the situation are the following:

Lat’s begin with one 1 bave already spoken about. 1
overcame a taboo in the Arab world. Now you overcome a
taboo, that is, deal directly with the PLO.” This would be
reciprocation, real reciprocation. 1£.Sadat were 10 accomplish
this. then nobody could defend the Palestinians if they insisied
on not coming. And Sadat’s position would be extremely
sirong after that

Another thing. Sadat made an cnormous psychological
breakthrough. So now let’s be consistent. Sadat could say.
“§§:8., stop the pipeline 10 israel. Completely. Make asign.a
gesture. Everybody knows that the only party who's able to
tight is the Israelis, that the disbalance is already enormous.
No need 1o increase it further. Give a sign of hope to the other
partics that a negotiating process is possible and that there’s
sot ihe threat of war, which has become worse than ever since
Egyptisout.” Sucha gesture would not appear to be addressed
io Sadat but to the others, 1o the whole region. That's point
1w,

Point three. A thing for Isracl. *° Stop changing anyihing
autside the "67 borders. Stop the settiements, stop the changes
in Jerusalem, stop the building in Golan, in Sinai, in the West
Rank . and in Gaza. Give us a sign, at iezst, that this is really
neégotisble and thit you re¢ not just winning Lme by nogotia-

Sutr § don't sec anvihing of this sort being brought up.

What, basically, does the Left want for Egypt?

The basic attitude of the party is for peace. But we believe
that the peace now being achieved will not bring stability tothe
region. It is a peace thatis not creating favorable conditions e
which all the peoples i the region can achicve their national
sspirations and IApIOVE their backward conditions. It’s doing

What i« happening nowW is power politics, arm twisting. The
very ides that when Leome o an sgreement with Israch E
Arab pantics have 1© follow——that's power politics. It'snot a
fagic of natioaal sspirgtions. Power politics 152 right-wing
poticy by definition. {efiswing policy ishasedon fighting for
given rights—your powser i shignment of forces 1o sohisve
cerain aims. The game 60w alaved will not schisve siabic

pegos and seitivment St the Lefl party dous Sooep the
principle of peace. This is something that distmpuishes e
Egypriun, who is Mo gwan of the lusued thun nthersin e
Arah world, In the Arab workd, yes, there are i slogans ot
war—though they know very well that sehieving wat Bl
Lei'sputitthis way. Waris cerainiy porthe best way yoile
‘gohieve sational sspirations. Us she coafrsry. #ocould orvaw
cataciysm sad catasirophe the region. Peuce, oa the oiher
hand, also dossa 't achieve the aspirations of zii the partics.
fet's go fariher. To be specific, P dea’t think that ihe
Palestinian-lsraeli issue, which is at the fisars. can e solved
soday. wilinotbe salved when the only experience betwoen,
_ Pulssiinipns and israciis Bas been one of soal antagonism.
There must be another monwntl o definitely sulve this issuc—4&
moment of peace, of intercourse between these two peoples so
they will know what arg their altimate motives. The sltimate
philosophy and motive of sither side are notdeveloped enough
for a solution atf this junclure.
This is the logic that Fve been defending ail the time: That
you should not twuch she ultirate motives at this jusciure
becsuse they arce sol mature cnoagh o be solved &t thistune.
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So what should you do now?

All you do at this junciure is replace modes of contlics that
are muiually antagonistic and detrimental. We aeed detenie.
institutional change, mutually acceptéd in advance. The peace
agresment is precisely 0 devise these rules of the game. And
then there will be another historical process for g period o
come. And finally, then it will be possible to see what is
relevant and what is nol relevant i all that the parties are
bringing up as slogans today.

[ belicve that the slogans of all the parties will not be the
realities of tomorrow. But 1 can’t talk about that, | have no
right to talk sbout that: today—nobody knows. The ‘main
reason there is blockage today is because they are taking
irrelevant issues and making them refevant. And the relevant
ones they 're making irrelevant.

When you 1alk about s secular state, which is a dream of the
future, or the Zionism of Isract as it is juoked vpon wday—
these are not the issues. The real issue is that we pass from an
antagonistic mode of conflict o a aunantagonistic mode of
conflict: fight your way in social terms with dealings between
the two peoples.

Seunds like what Sadat is doing.

No, heisnoidoingiins palanced way . I think thatthe way
Sudat is acting now is creating a form of normuiization that,
couner or fater, and npecessarily. will silow Egypuan
®ore has Been given by Egypt than hias Been received Sotha
is why it will impinge—even it scopomic build-up will
impinge—on Egyptian soversizaty. §t wen't B mutiaily
Beneficial in un cgqual way. Thut's what [ reproach. Al
what s Being done is done in isolstion from the other Arib
parties. I don treproach the prinvipieof aurmalizagion, You'nd
giving Isracl its basic desive. el i couniorpari, your hasa

You know, in power politics the Palestinian msue ivoihe
weakest Hnk Whatisthe Paicsinian issues—ust 3 smadl pree
she confiict. the Palcsiinian issue isthe hesn H lopkson
mous. H cas only be dealt with properiy in the logic of the
ganuine, justifiable aspirations of the various parties who are
5t the origins of ihe cosilict

The guestion & 801 what yvou formulawe bul what you
achieve. 1don’t think the peace that s heing sehinvednuw 2
peace.
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