;Beg"])S DIA TO USe¢e,
Jewish pressure
reboundsinU.S.

A LOOK at two stumbling blocks to
peacae in the Middle East — Israeli Prime
Minister Menachem Begin, and interpre-

By Mark Bruzonsky
in Washington

RUMOURS and some facts
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. have begun to

~

surface in
Washington confirming the

- detenoration in the U.S.-Israel

“special reiationship.”

A major campaign w pressure
Israel into histonc concessions has
been quietly under way for some
months,

White House efforis to push
Israel since the U.S.-Soviet pint

. statement in October, and more

. Mission”, are
* reason the Israelis are desperately

recently since Sadat's “Sacred
the underlying

trying w alter the Mid-east power
. balance and the U.S. domesuc
poliucal scene.
A rare look at how some of this
. pressure has been applied is
offered in the April 1978 issue of

. the Washingron Swrutegic Review,
. published by Georgetown Univer-

prestigious  Centre  for
International

Siy's
Strategic  and
Studies (CSIS).

This ssue of the Review will be
‘publicly available this week, and
journalists have been given an
advance text.

According o the “Capitol Hill
report’ feature in the Review, the
Carter White House has been

»“iavolved in a complex effort W

+ pressure lsrael in making grea-

 ter concessions to Egypt's Presi-
- dent Anwar Sadat.”

Ol request

Specifically, the Review states,
the Carter Administration has:
#® Rcquested European, Latin
Amencan and Asian sallies to
“hold up arms purchucn from
“sruel,”

& Asked Iran “that oil supphcd
{to 1stacl) be slowed down or inter-
rupted pending a peace agree-
ment,”

® Engaged in repeated “efforts
o convince American Senators
and Congressmen D Use persua-

Awcording to the Review, ‘the
message from Washington was
clear: The Israchis had to be
repnmanded.” Humphrey repor-
tedly rejected the draft letter and
his staff discussed a revised text
with the Isrueli embassy in
Washington.

Reversal

Finally, Max M. Kampelman, a
well known Washington attorney,
close friend of Humphrey, and
long-ume supporter of lsrael,
drafted the letter which wus sent o
Beginon Thursday, the day bcfure
Humphrey's death.

Even though the original letter
had been tremendously watered
down, the Press sull iwterpreted
Humphrey's action a8 a serious
critivismof Begin guvernment pos-
itionn coming tfrom one of Israel's
staunchest Congressionul champ-
10N8,

Another long-time Senate sup-
porter of lsrael
Ribicoff. He is one of five Jewish
members of the Sénate. Just u
week ago, in a stunning reversal of
Ribicotl's former refusal o chus-
tise Isruel publicly, the Senator
levelled ubiast ut Begin and slso at
the Capitol Hill "Jewish lobby.”
fronkally, une of RibuaoiTs furmer
sides, Murris Amitay, now heuds
the iubby.

*The sentinsent in the Congress
and in the counuy is overwhelm-
ingly uguinat Begin,” RibofT id
the Wall Street Journal in o littls
repurted interview. Ascording to
the Jowrnal, “the Cunnecticut
Denuxcraf added that he peison-
ally believes these Isrucii policies
{regarding the settlements and
reténtion of the West Bank) sre
‘wrong' and don't deserve U.S,
support.”

The Journal story added: “Spec-
ifically citing the Amerkan-lsrael

muhlin offoim ameniites tha keu

tation of UN Resolution 242,

s  Abraham

lobby with loss of weapons if the
Saudi sale did not go through.”

Carter, the artcle adds, hus
been firmly warning that without
major Israeli concessions the
entire peace process will collapse.

Even more importantly, Carter
is known to be developing a sub-
stanual wversion towad Begin's
Likud government and maybe 10
Begin himself.
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publiciy avallable this week, and
journahists have been ygiven an
advance text.

According 1o the “Capitol Hill
report” feature in the Review, the
Carter White House has been
“involved in u complex effort w

+ pressure Israel into making greas
“ ter concessions 10 Egypt's Presi-
- dent Anwar Sadat.”

Oll request
Specifically, the Review states,
the Carter Administration has:
® Requested European, Latn

. Amgrcan and Asian allies to
““hold up arms pumhasa from
“lsrael,”

® Asked fran “that oil supphcd
{10 1sracel) be siowed downor inter-

,rupted peading a peuce agrce-
_ment,’

@ Engaged in repeated “c!lom
o convince American Senators
and Congressmen 1o use persua-
sion on Israels.”

One deamatic example of Car-
ter's appeals to members of Con-
gress came during the final days of
Senator  Hubert  Humphrey's
tragi: battle with incurable cancer.

Carter made a call o the
Senator only four days before his
death and, among other things,
discussed the need for Humphrey
to send a ** personal letter” (a draft
of which was sent w him from
Washington according to  the
Reviewy o Prime  Minster
Menuchem Begin.

The next day Secretary of State
Cyrus Vance called to discuss the
situation {urther. The president
“probably called” aguin the next
day, January 10, just two days
before Humphrey died.
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members of the Sénate. Just u
week dgo, it a stunning reversal of
Ribicotf's turmer refusal o chas-
tise Itruel publicly, the Senawr
lavellad ublast at Beginand alsout
the Capitol Hill “Jewish lobby."
Ironically, one of RibwolT's former
nides, Morris Amitay, now heads
the lobby.

“The sentiment in the Congress
and in the counuy is overwhelm-
ingly against Begin,” RibicotT wld
the Wall Street Journal in a litde
reported interview. According to
the Journal, "the Connecticut
Democrut added that he person-
ally believes these Isracli policies
(regarding the settlements and
retention of the West Bank) are
‘wrong' and don’t deserve U.S.
support.”

The Journal story added: **Spec-
ificully citing the American-Israel
public affairs committee, the key
pro-Isrueli lobby group in the U.S.
Ribicot? stated 'they do a great dis-
service 1o the U.S,, to Isracl and w0

Y

the Jewish community',

Collapse

Ribicoff's views may weigh sub-
stantially in the arms puckage
debate which the Congress will
begin in April when it completes
action on the Panama Canal
treaties. According to another
pro-Israeli senator, Robert Pack-

wood of Oregon: "Abe RibicotY

may be the most important man in

" the Senate on the arms package.”

According o the Washington
Strategic Review article, the origi-
nal reason for the sdministration's
package approach wus "0
threaten the substantial Israeli
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lobby with loss of weapons if the

Saudi sale did not go through.”

Carter, the article adds, has

been firmly waring that without
major Israeli  concessions  the
entire peace process will collupse.

Even more importantly, Carter
18 known to be developing a sub-
stantal avenion toward Begin's
Likud government and maybe to
Begin himself.

Feuding

Nothing that took place in
Washingon lust week has altered
the basic drift in U.S.-Israeli rela-
tions from a “'special relationship”
tw an uneasy, antagonistic one.

The overall American commit-
ment to [srael's existence and
busic security remains firm, but
political and strategic differences
have created a confrontation far
deeper and considerably more
perplexing than what happened in
1956 when President Eisenhower
insisted with Prime Minister
David Ben-Gurion that American.
interests and perceptions must
prevail.

Curter is responding W Begin's
attempt to use the American

Jewish commuanity against hisi

administrauon by fightung fire with

strained and in doubt, the Carter
people believe Begins's support at

home will begin to tracture and .

dissolve. It is a warming W Begin

thut Amencan policy can atfect ;

lsraeh  polites just as lsruch
pulicies can affect Amercan poli-
tics,

Carter and Begin were eyeball-
w-eyebull lust week. But neither
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fire. By emphusising Amercan-'
Israeli feuding W the point where 3
the “special relationship” itself 1s T3 4P,

way 1
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0 fur has blinked. A number of :
potitical batties will first huve tobe

wuged with each gladiator testing
tis strength und abilities.

Until Carter and Begin have
caused emch other political
bloodshed it s unlikely there will
be uny busic chunge in [srael’s pos-
itions or any attempt by Carter 10
take Begin on directly. .



