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Israel’s No. 1 Dove

Lova Eliav Speaks With Mark Bruzonsky After the Sadat Visit

Arie (Lova) EliavisIsrael’s number one
dove -1t is widely agreed he is the most
respected figure in Israel calling for a
Palestinian state.

From 1970-72 Eliav was secretary-
general, the number two position after
prime minister, of Israel’s then ruling
Labor party.

Then he broke with Golda Meir and
publicly endorsed creation of 4 Palestin-

ian state in the West Bank and Gaza ifa
comprehensive peace settiement could
be reached.

Beginning in 1976 Eliav and other
dovish Israelis began holding meetings
with PLO representatives.

In the May, 1977, Israeli election
Eliav headed a new party—Sheli— -
which now holds two seats in Israel’s
Knesset:-~MB :

Bruzonsky: Can you define what you are? What does
Sheli mean today?

Eliav: I'm supposed to be the number one Israeli dove.
I am the chairman of Sheli. I am one of the leaders of the
Israeli realists, moderates who are preaching for the last
ten years that Israel should go a different way, an entirely
different way on its road to peace.

I am saying in essence two things. Israel should have
declared—and this was said ten years ago—thatin return
for full-fledged peace Israel should return the territories,
but for minor adjustments agreed on both sides, to all
parties concerned. And, two, that Israel should recog-
nize the rights of the Palestinians for self-determination.
These are the two basic things we were saying for the last
ten years.

And 1 collided head-on with Golda Meir and the
Establishment. 1 'was one of them; in the political
hierarchy I was number two to Golda. When she was
prime minister she was number one. And secretary-
general is number two in the party hierarchy—not in the
governmental hierarchy, although I was a minister. |
collided with her on these issues the last ten years.

What’s changed because Sadat came here?

Israeli society is a drug-addicted society. It's addicted
to political drugs, unfortunately. Especially from the
Six-Day War on. Even before.

Look, you take three million Jews from a hundred-odd
countries with their traumas, with their suspicions, with
their two thousand-year-exile mentality, ghetto mental-
ity, you take them and bring them in. You put a hundred
million enemies, Arabs; around them. Then you havea
society that doesn't behave normally. What Zionism
wanted was that they be normal. We are far from it. The
founders of Zionism—my teachers, Ben-Gurion's
generation—they didn’t bring us up on drugs. They
brought us up on reality, about things we can do, we
cannot do, and not on hatred, and not on illusions. It was
a very good upbringing. | brought my generation up to be

good soldiers, good pioneers...not empire builders.

From the Six-Day War on-—there were some traces ;
before——but the Six-Day War was a military and thena ./
political LSD trip. Really it was. Both the people and
their: leaders—headed by Golda and Dayan and Lj
company—went on a high trip. The people, after the |
Six-Day War, were in a euphoria. So were the drunken
leaders, drunken with glory. And they thought they got
not only a country, a homeland, but an empire. And as
Arik Sharon [now minister of agriculture in charge of
settlements in the occupied territories for the Begin
government] put it in a flamboyant way: *'We can take
Casablanca, only we’ll have to refuel the tanks in
Algiers.”’ And Dayan was not far from him.

InThe Land of the Hart {1972} 1 tried to call out that
the status quo is not good, that time is not working for
Israel. Then we had the Yom Kippur War. And from a
dose of uppers we went into a dose of downers. Every-
body was shocked, againin an exaggerated way, because
there was a military victory. Then the body politic—the
psychology of the people—needed a shot in the arm. So
Entebbe was a dose of heroin.

I'wrote to Brzezinski-on the first of November, after]
visited him in the White House, that the Israelis are so ¢
trauma-ridden and their suspicions so deep that only a
direct hit in their hard core would maybe shatter their
rigidity, which is based on the hard-core suspicion that
there is nobody to talk to on the other side. In writing to
Brzezinski, by the way, | suggested that Sadat will meet
top Israeli people in the open. I quoted the letter I wrote
to Brzezinski in the Knesset, saying furge you that Sadat. |
meet top Israeli spokesmen in the open because I tried to
meet PLO and other moderate Arabs in secret and it was
no good, people didn’t believe us.

Sadat came. He gave the Israelis another trip. His trip
was a high. People had again a euphoria. Six-Day War
high. Yom Kippur low. Entebbe high. Now people are
on a high again. He scored a bull’s-eye in hitting the
myth that there is nobody to talk to. And patterns of
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thinking, clichés, demagoguery that the Likud built
on—Golda cemented them and the Likud built on thenia
second und third story: and got the. votes—are being
shattered now; they are -falling apart.

But I'm afraid that...that....I'm afraid to say it.

Please say it.

Even thiy ultry, ultra dramatic visit was not yet strong
s bl Tong Tasting eoongh to shatier the wlivhég,
the rigidity completely so that people will start rethink-
ing.

Which is; of course, my real question. What do you
expect Mr. Begin and the people who run this country
to do in response?

i don't know. Now I don't know. I know one thing is
sure: Begin didn’t give, to my mind, didn’t give Sadat
enough leeway and didn’t meet him halfway.

He didn’t meet him at all, did he, in his Knesset
speech?

Well, he could have said * Don’tcome, " Sohe did go
some distance.

It looks to me like something is happening in the
Labor party regarding the Palestinian problem.

Shimon Peres | leader of the Labor party, who lost o
Menachem Begininthe May 1977, election)came tome
after his Knesset talk |the same day Sadat spoke] and
said, **Lova''—I was his secretary-general—""you sce |
even veered from the Labor platform about ‘your’
problem."’ [The Palestinians are supposedly my prob-
lem! Golda said I invented the Palestinians. Eight years
ago she said, “*Lova invented the Palestinians.”

So the sentences in Peres’s speech about the Palestin-
ians were very serious sentences? |Peres had stated:
ssf_ ¢t us not hide from it, let us not disregard it, weare
aware of the existence of the Palestinian identity.
Every people has the right to decide its own identity,
and this does not depend on the authorization of
another nation.””|

They were serious sentences. | think Peres sees that he
has to do something, he has to say something. They're
not good enough, but they are already something.

Is there a possibility that Labor could return to the
Yariv formula of agreeing to recognize and talk with
the PLO if the PLO will agree to recognize and talk
with Israel?

Actually, this was my formula.

Is there a possibility that somebody in this
“country—Sheli already does, but Sheli is only two
votes—that somebody in this country is geing to
accept the idea of Palestinian nationalism?

Some in the Labor party do. First of all Mapam does in
a weird sort of way, in a weird sort of way....

There are ideological doves, a minority, Sheli. There
are ideological hawks, a small minority, not even all of
Gush Emunim-—zealots who say we are ready for Mas-
sada to kill ourselves and our children and our wives on

the rocks of Nublus or Shehem or whatever. There are
other zealots who sit in the coffee shops of Tel Aviv and
are ready to march once in a while into the West Bank
as long as my son is guarding them as a captain of a tunk
brigade. What kind of hawks are these? They are coffec
shop hawks. Ldon’t count them.

In between you've got what | call “"hawks by de-
fault.”” hawks out of desperation, pessimism, trauma;
SPhere’ s nobody o0 alk 1ol Y There s will never be
peace’ 'y AlLLhe Arabs are Killers ==l the bramwash-
ing and the clichés and the horrible demagoguery that
was poured on them for ten years. All these are hawks by
default Sadat did something 1o them=—nol 1o the

“ideological hawks, who will never change.

Where does Begin fit in?

I don’t know. | don’t know. He didn’t give Sadat
leeway, he didn’t give him rope, he didn’t meet him
halfway, not even a quarter way. He could have made ten
different gestures, but he never made one.

If Labor were still in power, what concessions would
they have made?

They would still be sitting in their councils and
fighting. Peres would fight Rabin, Rabin would fight
Péres.  And L don’t think they ‘would give Sadat any
answer of any kind because of their internal rivalries and
the big shadow of Golda, which is still dominating.

Nothing happens in Labor without Golda?
Not yet.

Has she changed her views at all on the Palestinians?
No, she insists | invented them. People don’t change
at my age, and definitely not at her age.

What is it in this country that makes it so difficult for
intelligent people to accept in principle the obvious
existence of a Palestinian national movement?

I told you. We are a paranoid, schizophrenic society.
We've got all the right to be—all the right to be paranoid
and schizophrenic, We have to be treated—because of
the 2,000 years, because of the traumas, and not less
because of the horrible attitude of the PLO. Instead of
trying to help people tike met..

I think I overcame the traumas. And | don’t want
people 1o throw at me the Holocaust. When Abba Eban
speaks ubout the Holocaust, | abhor it. Fdon't want the
Holocaust throws at me; not atmy generation. Maybe
you were not born then. But my wifeand I, we don’t want
the Holocaust thrown at us. She was in the death camps
and | saved her from the death camps as a soldier. So |
suw. the Holocaust. And I'think I overcame. But muay
didn't; And I don’t blame them. Now the PLO, instead of
enhancing my hand, the hand of people in Sheli and the
Council [for Israeli-Palestinian Peacel—the fsraelt
doves—they did us a horrible turn when we started
meeting with them. Instead of giving us some rope, they
did to us what Begin is doing to Sadat. They didn’t give
us an-inch.

What did they do?
They denied the talks! Whenever 1 satd Fmet [lssam]



Sartawi—and he's 2 good man and he’s ready to meel
mic halfway on two states, fwo peopies, (wo natins, fwe
pational movements—Kaddoum came and said |don’t
know who Sartawi is and we 'l never meet with Zionists;
the talks didn’t take place. They discredited us before the

*

election hormibly. ;

But their job wasn’t to further your movement.

Their job.... Why did Sartawi start meeting ga?He was
sent by Arafat to meet us halfway. And then because of
internal rivairies, and because they don’t have in their
midst & consensus, and because they don't have feaders
or siatesmen-—they ve got peily politicians—they made
our work a Sisyphus kind of work. You push a stone up”
and it falls back on your head.

¥ou sound quite hilter.

With them? I'm ready to go to Paris and start it all over
again. The road to peace will be very fong, very Iofuous.
Out of every ten wells that we'll drill toward peace, ke
in the desert, nine will be salty and dry. It was asalty hole
we found. So we'll start again.

From my point of view 1 look at the ideoclogical
statements and the positions of the PLO and { see
tremendous change,

No doubt. No doubt. But you are not working here.
¥ou are hot rzumatized. You are sol schizophreaic,
You're an onlooker. People here have to have tangible
proof. I should have brought a picce of paper. signed,
saying O.K let'scallit guits— 67 borders, two peopies,
full peace. They never gave me that. They couldn’t.

You don’t seem very sensitive to their own idesiogical
and political problems.

I'm very sensitive. So what? Out of my sensitivity |
got two members of Knesset. So what? The PLO, for
their own good, could have changed the political arena in
Isracl. They didn’t, because they are governed by (&}
internal rivalries and {b) by extremists. As we are.

So there's symmetry. Every day that Begin puls &
settiement on the West Bank it's a field day for Hubash
and other extremists. Every day there is 2 Ma'alot of
Kiryat Shemona it’s a field day for fsrachi extropusis;

fihe PLO had acfed inthe way you wanied o how
many votes would your party have gotten?
i dan’t know Many.

Would you have gotten ten seats in the Knesset?
Ah, ten people and we would have changed the whole

face of Isrucli polities!
And you think you would have had that?

Sartawi predicted to a friend of mine you wonid get
that many Knaessel seats.
But he didn’t give me the tools!

And what did he say to you when you told him that?
He wepl

{iterally?
Luerally.

And said what?

And he said he couldn’t, he couldn’t deliver. I don’t
have anyihing against hun personally. On the contrary.
He was nearly stoned to death in Cairo [in March at the
Palestine Nationa! Council meeting] because they said
he's 4 traitor and he's giving Israelis a good name and
he's running around with Zionists. But Be coulda't

How do you view the U.S. role in these PLO efforis?
Did we encourage them properiy?

What should we have dene?

People in the Sute Department.... 1t took them—
dumb as they were—it took them a iong, long period,
through the Johason, Nixon, and part of the Ford
sdministrations—it took them a long time, like a de-
nosaur, to recognize the importance, the crucialness, the
centrality of the Palestinian problem.

But the Palestinians came to the U.S. in November,
1976, shortly after you started meeting with them,
and they started openming indirect talks with the
United States government. Did we mishandie that
opportunity?

What did we do wrong?

First of all, they mishandled it. They went to the
wrong people. You mishandled it because you dudn’tput
iton a very high level. You putitonavery fowievel i'm
taiking about the Ford administration. When Sartaws
first came to America, Carter was ~“hmmy who? " Then
Carter had other things on his mind. Sartawi was s
treated in America by everybody. Hecame o Cairowith
his pants down. Nobody took him seriously n
America—ncither the Jewish doves.. .

{ think he made many mistakes himself because Be wis
new.

Should we have given them the office they wanted in
Washington? '
sot to Sartawi——should have told them you have o
behave differently, you have to spell it out, you haye o
talk differently. Then maybe, just maybe, vig grossure
on them, they would have talked gifferentiv amithenihe
political arena would have been different. But you dida't
do it. You didn't press them, you didn’t press us. You '
gsed silken gloves,

1 think the administration would say they sirongiy
urged the PLO to make the kind of positive gestures
thut would silow the U5, to open 2 dialogue with
them.

Naot sirong enough. Not stroag enough.

What should the 1.8, do now vis.g-vis the PLOT



Meeting Sadat

Whether or not Mohamed Anwar Ei
Sadar will sventually be pdged & great
man, he Has accepied the responsibility
for doing great things.

Sadar is 1 relaked, amiable man, full
of Middie Eastern conviviality. My for-
tune in meeting him resulted from hav-
ing spent three weeksin Egypt in Octo-
ber: Thus I had the right contacts to
return as emissary of the New Ourook
Intermational Peace Symposium, which
brought hundreds of Middle East ex-
pens to Tel Aviv for five days—days
that overlapped with Sadat’s Jerusalem
visit

bcame across the Allenby bridge from
Jordan into Israel on November 9, the
very day Sadat spoke 1o his parliament
procisiming his willingness to go o
fsruel’s Knesset That evening Sadar’s
speech wias seen in Israsi through Jords-
nign TV, A Sadar’s image fwith un-
transisted Arshic) infreguently caught
our atiention, Dy Usi Arsdiand Tex-
changed political perspectives unil the
curly morsing-—u Babit we had picked
ep together ot Princeton 2 few vesrs
ago-—anaware of the diplomatic revaly-
tion then boing bors.

The sxditement gt the New Dutioot
mapazme office the nex: morning made
me guickly sware | had missed some-
shing spectaculer Wihinhourslwason
my way back 1o Cairs, fetfer for Sadat i
hand. Afier a guict evening in Larnucs,
Cyprus, arrived in Cairo 1 the early
houts of November {2,

“TE g wrifing o v g fow Boarsalioy
vour recent specch on peace inthe M-
diz East was reported on Israehi rudis
and inthe Isracli press.” Simha Flapan,
chairman of the gpcoming symposiam
and long-time editor of the Left-
intelfectoal English-language monthly,
ready created an cnormious stir among
the Israeli public,”’ Flapan added. He
then detailed the nuature ‘of the sym-
posium, the impressive list of partici-
pants from Isracl, the West Bank, and
abroad, and extended Sadat an invita-
tion to designale a representafive or

it was, of course, a wild gamble, but
it turned oul o present Sadst with an
Dr. Morst Saud Eldin, chairman of the
State Information Service, who has
since sérved as Egyptinn spokesman for
the Cairo conference, Dr. Butras Ghali,
then Minister of State, who wassoon o
bBecome ascting forsigs musister, and
BMrs Bihas Sadat; L hed by midnightan
appointment fo see the president ot Bis
country home outside Cairo on the af-
grmoon of the 141h

Sadat and [ mer 3 fow hours befors
Walter CUronkute Brought the Egyptian
president aad the Israeli prime miniier
together, hastening Sadat’s Jerusalem
travel plans. OF course 1 was elated
during our haif-bour discussion that
Sadat sooepied the invilation and would
Be sending the first commercial wele-
gram from an Arsb couniry o bsreel o

| o et DA U T o, . B—‘r; i
e e o S o S

the ‘symposium. [ was ' so excited, on
fact; that | didn"t take the opportanity o
query Sadat whether he considered him-
self g modern Saladin, the: Egyptian
hero who, in 1192, afier defeating the
Crusadérs and captining Jerusalem,
sourneyved fo what was then southem
Palestine 1o codciude peace with
Richard the Lion-Heanted,

The following dav, via Athensfre-
wre of Sadst and me mesting appoared
on the front pepe of most Egypiins
sewspapers—a finoff for the coming
message, The selegram itself amived,
vig Cyprus, 5t the repelar Isrecl fele-
gram servics the morsing the syme
American embassy or third-parny
facilities was guickiy ending.

Sadat’s message was ihe fop ncws i
fsrzel thar day, aad the wlégram was
srominsnily pictured 52l lsrsel:
sewspapers the nextmoming. Latertha
day {ithe 7R} the only mews was of
Sadat’s impending arnival just twn duys
0 the fuure —Murk Bruzpasiv

The tragedy is that the PLO are making their own
mistake. They are caught in their own Catch 22, as we
are, as our government isi All through the Palestinian
national movement's history they missed their boats,
they missed their planes. The Mufri said all or nothing,
and he got nothing. Husseini said all or nothing and got
killed. Shukairi said all or nothing, and he was demoted.
They cannot come out of it as yet.

But the PLO has offered, behind the scenes, to accept
242 with reservations on the national question, if the
U.S. will support a Palestinian state.

But they're not doing what Sadat did. They didn’t
have a daring man, and they don’t—like Sadat—who
wiil speil it ot

What do vou want them fo say clearly?

i want them to sav that for full-fledged peace we are
ready and willing to recognize Isnel—net s right
exist. Who wanis # from them? Recognize Israel, con-
clude full-fledged peace, and make our siale inthe West

Bank and Gaza somehow federated with Jordan, and
then this is the end of it the end of the conflict; no more,
this is il

When vou say federated with Jordan, if they want to
have their own state, passports, flags....
It’s their own business.

Ideologically, what you are asking is like Israel being
asked to give up the Law of Return. You're asking a
movement that has practically been slaughtered und
battered around for years to give up everything that it
stands for at a time when nobody is offering any
return for it. The 1.S. offer: only that we'll falk 10
you. Israel insists they will never, under any circum-
stances, deal with the PLO. There are a few people
fike vou who 1alk sense....

But they would give me the influence to be fen and
then fifteen and then twenty. They're committing hlva-
kiri, that's all. From 2 mililary point of view they are
pull. They are being dragped and pushed by ali the Arsb



governments like a football. And they cause with their
stand. another tragedy first of all to themselves.

Will Sadat make a separate peace with Israel?

No, I don’t think he will; he can’t. Let’s say he won’t
and there’ll be another war: If there will be, what will the
Palestinians: gain? They'll be the first lambs to be
sluughtered. You're muking spoechen to me about their
ideology—but they 'rerisking the lives of a millionanda
half people, the remnants of their own people. :

What do I'want from them? A Yariv formula, that’s
all. If Israel will recognize us, we'll recognize Israel.
That’s all I want from them: What is it? Isit a very big
sacrifice? They’ve got a million people under military
rule.-If there will be another war, they’ll have tens
of thousands of killed and hundreds of thousands of
refugees.

Did you read the Barbara Walters interview with
Arafat? Didn’t Arafat speak of a final settlement
here?

He never said anything. He’s a small, petty man. He
should have used the Yariv formula and recognized
Israel in return for a state in the West Bank and Gaza. He
never said it. Not to Barbara Walters and not to anybody
else. If anybody knows it, I know it. They are juggling
with words. They are being kicked by all Arab gov-
ernments and they know it. They are being cheated by all
Arab governments, they know it. They are playing with
the lives of a million and a half people. The whole thing
isatragedy, a Greek tragedy . 1t'$-a double vicious circle.
We are to blame. . they aré to blame.

So I'm small. Because I'm small in-number the U.S.
government and the PLO don’t give enough'weight tomy
political view and then-1 get smaller. And this is the
tragedy. And if I had gotten not 27,000 votes but
270,000 votes—it could have been done by this act that
" Sadat has now done~-then I would change the face of

Israeli politics.

Can’t you still do it?
Sure, if your government will be daring enough.

To do what?
To help me.

How?

To spell my name. To say this kind of stand of Eliav
and his colleagues is good. They should enhance my
hand. American Jews like yourself should enhance our
hand, the PLO should enhance our hand, then I could
change things, especially now after Sadat.

Sadat gave me already credibility here—more than all
your government and American Jews combined. Be-
cause the people who meet me now in the street, the
people who are filling my car tank—people who all voted
for Begin-—are shaking my hand. They say we looked at
‘television and Sadat was nearly kissing you-—which he
did. He said two sentences: I am following you with
great sympathy, and I admire what you do.

When you come to Washington you have access to the
top people, don’t you?

INTERVIEW - / 11

I do. But these top people are afraid of the Jewish
lobby, who is with the Israeli government, who has got
the majority because of the traumas, etc, It’s a vicious
circle. Nobody comes out of it

And then one day they will say, oh, the whole thing is

atragedy and the story of human folly. Why didn’t we do
something?

What’s your view of the Carter administration? Does
Carter know what he’s doing in the Middle East?

I think that the Carter administration—1 told this to
Hamilton Jordan when [ saw him-—that what you're
doing I'm preaching ten years. He laughed. They’ve
adopted the Sheli platform, which is good. They do it
because they think it’s good for the U.S. I think it's good
for Israel. ’

I said it ten years ago when Carter was growing
peanuts. But they've adopted it.

1f for the next few months little progress is made, is it
up to the U.S. to gently but firmly tell the parties;
especially Israel, that the time has come and there’s
going to be a settlement?

Yes. They're doing it anyway, but they should doitin
a positive- way, not in-a negative way. They should
enhance the hand of the Israeli ideological doves.

How? They already meet with you, they talk to you,
they have a position very similar to yours. What more
can they do? They can’t make a speech and say Sheli
is the party they’d like to have ruling Israel.

I'can be helped by the American administration, part
of the American Jews—not all of them-—the Palestinians
themselves: Maybe Sadat has given me-—not me
personally—some leverage for the first time.

Sure, whenever I'm in Washington | can come to the
White House. But that’s all. With that it’s finished.

Don’t be that naive. An American administration that
thinks that the Middle East is the most explosive area;
that the terrible fuse of all the world is the conflict
between the Israelis and the Palestinians, could do more
to enhance the hand of thesé people whom they know
think like them—even if for different reasons.

Does the administration really know what it wants in
the Middle East?

Generally, I think they think in the right direction.
They are doing many, many tactical mistakes, 1o my
mind. But when people do things, they make tactical
mistakes. Their general direction is my direction, What
can 1 say more? | did many tactical mistakes; they do
many-tactical mistakes.

1 said when I first read the Brookings Report,® *“This
is my platform.”’ This was two years ago. They are
generally going along with the Brookings Report.

What do you think about the American Jewish com-
munity?

*The Brookings Report (1975), drawn up by a list of influen-
tial people, outlined the elements they regarded as leading toa
fair and enduring settlement in the Mideast.
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There are many closet doves, many realists. When |
came, | talked my head off from Boston to Los Angeles,

But you're doing yourself a terrible harm, and the
Israeli hawkish stand is doing you a terrible thing: A
by-product of the Israeli hawkish stand is that it's the
first time in 4 hundred years that American-Jews are
fucing the very pruve visk vl going out of the Ameriven
national consensus. And it’s a very grave risk that the
Isracli government is taking and American Jews. For no
good reason.

‘You’re suggesting anti-Semitism?

No, no. American Jews were within the limit of the
national consensus most of the time of the Zionist
enterprise—the last eighty years—until maybe a few
years ago. Now we are pushing you to the edge of an
abyss for no good reason.

We are playing on the guilt feelings of American Jews,
filling them with horrible equations that PLO are Nazis,
Atafat is Hitler: the Covenant is Mein Kampf, the whole
thing is annihilation. So if PLO are Nazis and all
Palestinians, or most, say they are PLO, then the whole
syndrome in American Jews creates terrible guilt
teelings.

We in Israel are playing on the annihilation syndrome.

And so American Jews are saying, What the hell, we
are sitting in the nice villas, the suburbs of New Yorkor
Connecticut and these people are going to be annihilated.

But this is not true! We are not going to be annihilated.
We are the strongest military power in the whole Middle
East and getting stronger, military-wise.

isn’t there a fear that should there be a peace
settlement, should Israel have to recast its claim on
Jewish sympathies in a different way, that American
support and American money would be called into
question?

It’s another horror what you are saying now. Because
if Israel is basing all its sympathy on pictures of wounded
soldiers.. ..

Only Israel living in peace, or on the road to peace,
will gain a new magnetism for young Jews like
yourself—not only to sympathize and love it, but even
some of them to come and live there.

You don’t expect too many to come and livein Israel?

Not in thiskind of Israel, butin' my kind of Israel that |
wrote about inLand of the Hart—sure, Fdo, and many.

When Israel will be the kind of Israel I wart it to
be——the most modern, service society in the neigh-
borhood, serving and helping and integrating on the
crossroads of Asia, Africa, and Europe—it may be much
more intéresting to many.

I don't know how many. If our magnetism is deter-
mined by the helmets we wear or the tanks we use or the
guns we have, it’s not magnetism,

Where did your 27,000 votes come from?

They are intellectuals, élite. Among the 27,000 we
have maybe 3,000 university professors and lecturers.
People’ in kibbutzim, some very good soldiers: Our
dovish stand is nothing comparable to the Vietnam
analogy, because in every tank you'll find doves, hawks;
it’s not draft dodgers. Elite!

What's the practical program of your party for
gaining greater support?

if we'll have Sadat and the PLO helping us and the
American administration helping us and reality helping
us, we 'l make a breakthrough.

Then we can join hands with Labor. I don’t want to
resmmin s a small party of twos We can close handsy
eventually, with others who will conie to suy more or less
the things I'do,

But that will take another Sadat, and maybe Arafat,
and then the Ameérican administration, and a change of
the arena. It can be done, T don'tknowif Dl sec it ormy
young colleagues will see it, but some will.

Why won’t you, like Nahum Goldmann [former
president of the World Jewish Congress] and George
Ball say clearly that the U.S. should impose a settle-
mert in the Middle East?

Ldon twantit! I want to come myself as a proud man.

But you’re not coming yourself. Your country, some
think, is moving in the wrong direction with Begin.

So what do you want me to do? Plead with Carter that
he'll come and press us? Nol

If you were not Israeli, If you....
But-I'm 1israeli!

But if you were not Israeli, were just anintellectual, a
politician....

But I'm not an intellectual! You’re not listening. 1
fought more years for this country than the years in atl
your life—forty years! What are you talking about? Noll
will not come to Carter to plead that he press us! I wantto
do it from my own free wiil!

But this country is not doing it.

Soyou doit! You go and have people talking like you.
And Goldmann’s people. They'll help us. But not me. |
want 1o be a proud man and a proud Zionist. And I think
me, and people like me, are the proudest Zionists. To
come and plead to Carter, ' "Please press us. Please don’t
send us money. Please don't send us arms....""

But the reality of your arguments seems that, emo-
tionally, you can’t say that but, objectively, you're
arguing for that.

But who stops you from saying it! Go ahead and say it!

But I want to understand what you are thinking.

I'm telling you that the whole essence of Zionism was
not to crawl before the courts. By the way, the hawks do
it. They crawl on all fours. And they’ll start retreating to
the 67 borders on all fours.

This is the most horrible thing that can’happen to us as
a national liberation movement, a renaissance move-
ment. | don’t want it! | want to say this is good for Jews
and for Zionism, and when we come and share our land
with them—that it’s also their land—and from then on
we' 1l start a new era that will be the most glorious era of
Zionism.

That's the way [ want to speak! Not to crawl before the
goyim and say, '‘Please press us,”’ or Pleuse make us
go there.”’ No, | won’t say it!



