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World ca 
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THIRD part of MARK A. B R U Z O N S K Y ' S 
interview with NAFEZ Y O U S E F NAZZ-
AL. Director of Middle East Studies at 
Birzeit University in the occupied West 

Bank. 

Q: What about Jordan? 
A : This is not our problem. 

Q: B o t h Sada t a n d C a r t e r have repea ted in recent w e e k s 
that they be l i eve that the Pa les t i n i an ent i ty must have a l ink 
to J o r d a n . 

A: Y e s , w e agree to th is. B u t we say that we w o u l d l ike 
to have our i ndependence and then w e shou ld decide that . 
W h y shou ld B e g i n , Sada t a n d C a r t e r deCide for us wha t is 
best for us? W e are say ing that w e w a n t to dec ide for 
o u r s e l v e s w h a t ' s best for us. 

W e a re say ing to the w o r l d , p lease give us our r ight to 
s c l f - d c t e r m m a t j o n . A n d w e are say ing — a n d 1 th ink the 
P L C ' s po l icy i*- — w e a r c not against A r a b un i ty O u r d r e a m 
is to have a un i ted A r a b na t ion . S t ) , no doubt about i t , the 
Pa les t i n i an nat i t in w o u l d w o r k for A r a b un i t y . 1 don ' t t h ink 
the Pa les t i n i ans w o u l d be against federa t ion wi th J o r d a n . I 
dt>n't t h ink they w o u l d be against federa t ion w i th L e b a n o n , 
w u h S y r i a , w i th I r a q . B u t this has to be dec ided by the 
t * ' l e s i i n i ans and thi^ dec is ion w i l l have to be based on 
sc l t - i n te res t . I f it is in the interest of a P a l e s t i n i a n state to 
have a federa t ion w i th J o r d a n , then they w i l l decide that . 

Mill I don ' t th ink it is fa i r for the w o r l d to dec ide ou r 
des t iny a n d they say w e are g iv ing the Pa les t i n i ans se l f -
d e t e r m i n a t i o n . S e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n means to give the peo ­
ple the right to de te rm ine their o w n des t iny . A n d un fo r t u ­
na te l y , the w o r l d is unw i l l i ng to rea l ise that we are capab le 
of dec id ing for ou r se l ves . I th ink the w o r l d is fa i l ing to 
rt .ittse that we are peop le w h o have b e e n dep r i ved of o u r 
h u m a n r ights. A n d we are ask i ng for ou r h u m a n r ights 
w i i hou t a t tach ing this to o ther th ings w h i c h might be 
a c h i e v e d but we want this to be a c h i e v e d by ou r o w n c h o i c e . 

Solving problem 
Q: I f S a d . i l m a k c s a n a g r e e m e n i w i l h i h e I s r a e l i s , as m a n y 

L e y p l i a n s arc t . i lk ing abour , wh tch g ives E g y p t sovere ign ty 
o v e r S ina i and t a l ks sague ly about hosv the P a l e s t i n i a n 
p rob lem wi l l be so l ved and how the S y r i a n - I s r a e l i p r o b l e m 
wi l l be s o l v e d , how w i l l the W e s t B a n k e r s v i e w S a d a t ? W i l l 
they cons ider h im lo be a t ra i to r? 

A : A l r e a d y Sada t is being v i e w e d as a m a n w h o ' s b a n k ­
rupt . S o far he has no th ing f rom th I s r ae l i s . 

Q: He has S i n a i . " " 
A : I don ' t th ink S a d a i needed to c o m e to I s r a e l a n d 

needed to go th rough this c o m m o t i o n in o rde r to get b a c k 
S i t ia i , Sadat en i i ld have done this w i thout any t roub le . A n d 

'Our dream 
is a united 
Arab nation' 

I don ' t th ink S a d a t ' s a im is to get back S i n a i . H e cou ld have 
done th is w i thout r i sk ing his o w n l i fe by c o m i n g he re . 

Q: Y o u i h m k he ' s very v e n o u s , that he w i l l ho ld out lor a 
Pa les t i n ian s l a t e , that he won ' t c o m p r o m i s e w i th B e g i n 
about self-rule',* 

A: T h i s is what he said pub l ic ly . A n d . oi cou rse , I don ' t 
know w h a t there is beh ind the scenes. B u t he stated it o v e r 
a n d ove r aga in that he is not in terested in a separa te se t t le ­
ment . A n d I be l ieve this because he d id not have to go 
through a l l these i tungs in o rde r to get S m a i I th ink h e ' s 
In teres ted in so lv ing i l ic p i o h l e m once and for a l l . 

H o w e v e r , the p rob lem is that I s rae l is not respond ing l o 
his in i t ia t ive . 

Q : A n d he ' s be ing pushed into a co rne r f r om w h i c h he 
may have to m a k e separa te a c c o m m o d a t i o n — w h i c h is 
the fee l ing o f m a n y people in C a i r o . 

A : W h y don' t y o u look at it the o i h e i way a r o u n d . W h y 
don ' t w c say that a l te r a whi le Sadat w i l l l i x i k at the s i t u a ­
t ion a n d s a y , ' • W e l l . I have done enough . I came to I s r a e l , I 
t a l ked to the I s r a e l i s , and the I s rae l i s a rc a d a m a n t about not 
let t ing go o f the occup ied t e n i i o r i e s . " 

Still hoping 
T h e n he Is apt to consul t the A r a b s because he d id say 

over and o v e r that he w i l l con t inue w i th his in i t i a t i ve , c o n ­
t inue ta l k ing to the I s rae l i s , a n d then he w i l l i r \ ' to ge l as 
m u c h as poss ib le a n d present it to the A r a b s and let t h e m 
dec ide . 

I feel pe rsona l l y that the I s rae l i s a r c not go ing to g ive h im 
any th ing . T h e I s r a e l i s are not go ing lo w i t h d r a w f rom the 
occup ied te r r i t o r ies . 

0: Y o u m e a n the West Bank"* 
A: Y e s . the W e s t B a n k and G a / a . I th ink B e g i n ' s idea o l 

home ru le for the Pa les t in ians is a way out . It is rea l ly in 
p lace of comp le te w i t h d r a w a l . A n d I don ' t th ink any A r a b 
in his r ight m i n d w o u l d accept such a p roposa l and I don ' t 
th ink Sada t h tmse l l w i l l accept it. 

O f c o u r s e , at p r e s c n l . he ' s accept ing it as a bas is for 
negot ia t ions . B e c a u s e he 's st i l l hop ing that the I s r a e l i s 
w o u l d somehow' be p ressured U) w i t hd raw f rom mbs't of the 
Wes t B a n k a n d G a z a s p e a a l l y a f ter the secur i t y ques t ions 
have been c o n s i d e r e d . H e has sa id he 's w i l l i ng l o c o n s i d e r 
ttic sect i r i tv o f I s r a e l — that is to say to mtxJ i tv the borders-

— but 1 don ' t t h ink he wou ld accept the idea of not see ing 
I s r a e l w i t h d r a w f rom the o c c u p i e d ter r i to r ies . 

Q : D o you p re fe r the L a b o u r Par ty pol icy b c t i c r — not to 
a l l ow a separa te Pa les t in ian state but to r e t u m some a r e a s 
to J o r d . i n i a n sovere ign ty a n d to h.ivc m a v b c two p a r l i a -
m e n i s . a P a l e s l i n i h n pa r l i amen t on the W e s t B a n k and a 
J o r d a n i a n pa r l i amen t on the east bank , but to have o n e 
state:* 

A : N o , no. T h i s is ag.un evad ing the issue. W c were v e r y 
happy l o see B e g i n m power because w e t hank him for 
be ing ve ry honest and s ta l ing I s r a e l ' s pos i t ions , a ims a n d 
ob jec t i ves as far as the occup ied ter r i tor ies are c o n c e r n e d . 

A g a i n , this is not the ivsuc. T h e issue Is not to have a 
P a l e s t i n i a n p a r l i a m c n i and a J o i d a n i a n pa r l i amen t . T h e 
issue i s , are i hcy w i l l ing to recognise the people as a pvi i i l ical 
ent i ty . 

Q : A n d the a n s w e r is no. 
A : A n d if ie . m s w c r is no. S o the struggle w i l l con t inue . 

PLC Unity 
Q; 1 he A m e r i c a n a n s w e r is aho no. 
A : "1 l i cy a re t ry ing to ^olve the p rob lem w i thou t p ressur ­

ing I s rae l a i t ins momen t and w i thout r i sk ing any th ing . B u t 
soon the U n i t e d S t a l e s o l A m e r i c a wdi have to dec ide. 

I th ink thai the Pa les t i n ian p r o b l e m wi l l have t u b e s o l ­
v e d . 1 here has b e e n talk about es tab l ish ing a Pa les t i n i an 
state a n d the idea of rep lac ing the P L O is not acceptab le by 
most o l the peop le in the W e s t B a n k . 

Q : B u t doesn ' t it seem to y o u the P L O is beginning to 
d is in tegr . i t c , to d iv ide in to fac t ions? 

A: O n the c o n t r a r y , the P L O is for the f i rst t ime in m a n y 
y e a r s un i ted . 

Q : .... a re publ ic ly un i ted a n d beh ind the scenes some­
body is send ing assass ins to k i l l . 

A : W e l l , 1 don ' t know about that . I t ' sno t fo r sure that the 
as.sassinat ion ol S a i d H a m m . i m i w a s by Pa les t i n i ans . T h e r e 
Is some specu la t i on on the W e s t H a n k that the re jec t ion is ts 
i n ' l h c P L O have noth ing to gam by k i l l i ng H a m m a m i , 
T h e r e is specu la t i on , but of c o u r s e nobody c a n ver i fy t hese , 
that the I s rae l i s have more to ga in bv the assass ina t ion o f 
H a m m a m i than the P L O , T h e a i m cou ld be l o get the 
re jec t ion is ts and the modera tes in cont l ict w i t h each o the r 
because for the f i rst t ime in m a n y y e a r s the re jec t ion is ts a n d 
the m o d e r a t e s a re together , they sit and ta lk w i th e a c h 
o ther . M a y b e this is a Ihrc.tt to the I s rae l i s to sec the 
P a l e s t i n i a n s un i ted . T h e same t h i n k i n c goes for the assass i ­
na t ion o f the S y r i a n s in L o n d o n . M a y b e the Lsrae l i s , see ing 
that S y r i a and I r a q may be get t ing together w i t h the help o f 
B o u m c d i c n n e in A l g e r i a , w o u l d l i ke to see the assass ina ­
t ion l ooked on as a plot by the I raq i s . W h o k n o w s ? T h e s e 
a r c op ly s p e c u l a t i o n . P e r s o n a l l y . I don' t be l i eve the r e j c c -
t i on i v i , l i . oe . i ny ih ing to gain by the assass inu i i on of S a i d 
H a m m a m i . ' 

t T o be c i i ne ludrd t omor row) 


