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t s i o W ^ G E M T L E r ^ m . . . I F WE 
WAMT THE A^AEf̂ ĈA^^ peopic 

TO TAKE THIS SERIOUSLY, 
WE HAVE TO TAKE IT 
^SERIOUSLY... 

The US and the UN bungle it 
If they decide they don't want to pursue peace 
enforcement, we...will not be able to find a solution. The 
confrontation that happened before will continue.... 
Unless you pay the price and send thousands of troops and 
continue the disarmament, it appears more and more that 
the international community is not ready. 

UN Secretary General Boutros Ghali 
October 1993 

From 

Washington 

y OLD FORMER FRIEND BOU-
tros G h a l i i s right , neither 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m 
m u n i t y n o r the United 
States is s e r i o u s l y ready for 

the k i n d of "peace e n f o r c e m e n t " that So
m a l i a w o u l d require a n d w h i c h the v e r y 
n a m e of Somal ia h a s n o w c o m e to repre
sent. 

S o m a l i a , i t n o w s e e m s , is destined to 
become a m a j o r pol i t ica l debacle not so 
m u c h for the US but for the U N . 

H a v i n g tasted the bloody polit ical cost 
of m i l i t a r y i n t e r v e n t i o n i n a place that has 
no real importance for the A m e r i c a n s , 
they are j u s t w a i t i n g for M a r c h so they 
can pul l out. 

Hunkered d o w n s p e n d i n g m o s t of their 
t ime protecting t h e m s e l v e s , A m e r i c a n , 
troops are n o w being s y m b o l i c a l l y used to 
stav put for a f e w m o r e m o n t h s so the 

LOST IN SOMALIA 
G h a l i h i m s e l f h a s b u t t h i n l y disguised 

h i s o w n desire to fight on . 
" I n the c a p i t a l a n d e l s e w h e r e , major 

factions are r e a r m i n g , apparently in a n 
ticipation of a possible r e t u r n to w i d e 
spread fighting s o m e t i m e i n 1994," Ghal i 
w a r n e d in h is report to the Security 
Counci l c lear ly h o p i n g to cteale enough 
anxiety to generate support loi going, on 
without the A m e r i c a n s . 

After a l l , it w a s G h a l i h i m s e l l who i l i e w 
the world 's attention to the starvation in 
S o m a l i a i n the first p lace , publicly corn-
p l a i n i n g that w h i l e the w o r l d waS focused 
dti m a t t e r s i n the B a l k a n s starving Af-

t e r m i n a t i o n to enforce, the US sent i n 
m o r e troops, c i v i l i a n s i n considerable 
n u m b e r s w e r e repeatedly m a s s a c r e d 
f r o m the air by U S forces (c la iming U N 
a u t h o r i t y ) , a n d chaos reigned s u p r e m e . 

T h a t ' s w h e n the uneasy c o m m a n d e r -
in-chief in Washington decided to prove 
A m e r i c a n resolve by sending in the elite 
Kang.er forces. A n d that's wherr these sirp 
posi'dly laiperhly trained troops proi'eeded 
to m a k e oni' rnistak(> after another 

f i r s t they raided huildiiigs that were 
actual ly control led by Ir ie iuls rather t h a n 

. foe. A- lot of c i v i l i a n s continued to get 
k i l l e d . T h e n the Rangers attacked w i t h 

UES 

By Noel Rogers 
Special to Saudi Gazette 

D F THERE IS ANY NATION IN THE 
w o r l d w o r s e off t h a n A l b a n i a , 
other t h a n one at w a r , i t is dif
ficult to imagine w h e r e it c o u l d 
be. T h e country w a s t a k e n o v e r 

by the c o m m u n i s t s i n 1944 a n d u n t i l the 
collapse of c o m m u n i s m , w h i c h i n the 
case of A l b a n i a w a s not u n t i l M a r c h 1992, 
i t w a s largely cut off f r o m the rest o f h u 
m a n i t y . For m o s t of this t ime it w a s u n d e r 
the psychotic leadership of E n v e r H o x h a 
w h o ruled u n t i l h i s death i n 1985. 

T h e world has become used to the ex
cesses of communist dictators s u c h as Sta
l i n , Ceausescu, Honecker and the others 
that populated Eastern Europe a n d the So
viet Union. Hoxha , however, w a s excep
tional even by the abnormal standards nor
m a l l y applied to leaders of these regimes. 

H o x h a ' s rule over A l b a n i a is often de
scribed as "Stal inist" despite the fact t h a t 
e v e n Stal in felt things h a d been c a r r i e d 
too far i n A l b a n i a ! A s a consequence of 
ideological differences w i t h R u s s i a ' s 
b r a n d of c o m m u n i s m , H o x h a sided w i t h 
the Chinese at the t ime of the S ino-Soviet 
spl i t i n 1967. It w a s then that he v i r t u a l l y 
sealed off the country from the rest of the 
w o r l d a n d forbade contact w i t h the r e 
m a i n d e r of m a n k i n d . 

H o x h a m a i n t a i n e d his regime of terror 
by the u s u a l c o m m u n i s t methods of v i 
olence a n d i n t i m i d a t i o n . T h o s e w h o op
posed h i m w e r e s i m p l y e l iminated by the 
A l b a n i a n security forces, the S i g u r i m i , 
w h o s e loyalty to their leader w a s as u n 
s w e r v i n g a n d u n c r i t i c a l as w a s t h e i r de
v o t i o n to h i s personalised i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 
of c o m m u n i s m . Like the Soviet U n i o n , A l 
b a n i a h a d its pr ison camps w h e r e p o l i t i c a l 
d i s s i d e n t s , malcontents or others c o u l d be 
sent . U n l i k e the Soviet U n i o n , H o x h a r o u 
t i n e l y dispatched luhole families into t h i s 
n i g h t m a r i s h existence. Subsequent gen
erat ions b o r n into captivity c o n t i n u e d the 
back b r e a k i n g labour of their p a r e n t s u n 
der the gaze of a brutal ised s e c u r i t y s e r 
v i c e that never demonstrated the l e a s t 
s y m p a t h y for its v i c t i m s . 

T h e Dosti fami ly , w h i c h h a d b e e n one 
of the w e a l t h i e s t i n p r e - c o m m u n i s t A l 
b a n i a , suffered part icular ly badly. D u r i n g 
t h e i r 47 y e a r s i n i n t e r n m e n t , s i x of the 
f a m i l y w e r e m a r r i e d and 15 c h i l d r e n a n d 
s i x grandchi ldren were born i n the p r i s o n 
c a m p s . E v e n the third generation w a s 
forced to endure the unspeakable h o r r o r s 
of w h a t c a m e to be k n o w n as H o x h a ' s 
H e l l . T h e r e w a s little effort m a d e to e s 
cape. A s one prisoner s u m m a r i s e d the 
s i t u a t i o n , "at that t i m e , freedom m e a n t 
absolutely nothing to m e because it w a s 
also a p r i s o n on the outside". 

V i c t o r Dosti , w h o is n o w h e a d of a n A l 
b a n i a n c o m m i s s i o n invest igat ing the 
grievances of former political p r i s o n e r s , 
(Icsc ribes his time in an i i i l e r i i m e n t c a m p 
as lol lows: " I n gaol you had only y o u t s e 1 
I I I w o i t y a h o i i l , hul loi a m a n to see his 
w i l e , i langhlei and g i a n d c h i l d i e n eve 
l y o n e he loved hi'ing bealei i by every 
p o l i c e m a n a r o u n d , i t w a s quite u n 
bearable . Y o u r chi ldren w e r e a s k i n g for 
K r c i i f l ; i n H \ / n i i r n i i i d n ' t u i u e it lo I h e m . 

generat ions 
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w a s arrested and died u n d e r torture in 
the local pr ison . T h e present leader of Al 
bania's M u s l i m s , H a x h i Haf iz i Sabri K o c i , 
w a s imprisoned for 21 years . " I refused to 
lecinrl my l a i l h . T h e y tried l o b e a t m e into 
Hiihrrilssion. My l lesh c a m e o i l piece by 
trieee. I never s a w my i a m l l y . W e lost 
1,300 in<ili(|ues completely destroyed, 'but 
n o w w e are bui lding again." • i , n^, 

W h i l e the people of A l b a n i a l i v e d i n 
armrdlini! smralor deprived ol e v e n the 

R u s s i a n s d u r i n g the w a r , e s t i m a t e d at 
some 30 m i l l i o n , S t a l i n w a s d e t e r m i n e d 
that a n y future confl ict s h o u l d not be 
fought on R u s s i a n soi l . T h e Soviet U n i o n 
insta l led puppet regimes i n E a s t e r n E u 
rope that could be re l ied on to c a r r y out 
the orders of their m a s t e r s i n Moscow. A s 
subsequent upris ings s u c h as those i n 
Hungary, Poland a n d Czechoslovakia 
s h o w e d , b e h i n d e v e r y E a s t European 
c o m m u n i s t g o v e r n m e n t there w e r e So
v i e t t a n k s . 

T h e monopoly of force i n the h a n d s of 
the state a l l o w e d w h o l e n a t i o n s to be in 
t imidated . H o x h a ' s troops of oppression, 
as e l s e w h e r e i n E a s t e r n I'.irrope, operated 
w i t h complete i m p u n i t y secure in the 
knowledge that the goveri irncnt sup
ported their act iv i t ies . Those w h o op
posed this regime w e r e a s s a s s i n a t e d , i m 
prisoned or disappeared w h i l e others 
s imply fled the c o u n t r y . 

As a recent hook, Albania: Who Cares 
( A u t u m n House, f ingland, £4.95) by BBC 
icpottct Bill H a m i l t o n m a k e s clear , the 
ptcseti l s i tuat ion i n A l b a n i a r e m a i n s ab
solutely desperate. T h e r e are serious 
shortages of e v e r y t h i n g a n d v i r t u a l l y the 
whole nat ion is l i v i n g a h a n d - t o - m o u t h 
existence. T h e t e m p e r a t u r e ins ide a hos
pital v is i ted by H a m i l t o n d u r i n g a trip he 
made to the p r o v i n c i a l t o w n of Elbasan 
during the w i n t e r of last y e a r , w a s m i n u s 
7 degrees Celsius! 

Unfortunately , things are u n l i k e l y to 
get m u c h belter w i t h o u t substant ia l ns-
s l s l a i i c e Irorrr abroad. Al the nroment, the 
country s u r v i v e s on a id s u p p l i e d by the 
E u r o p e a n C o m m u n i t y . V a s t s u m s of 
money are r ( H | u i r e d to renovate the 



polltk iMiis back home can claim that they 
coiiipli'tcd tiicir job llial Aiiiciica 
didn't cut and luii . 

Conlcmpotaty Wiishiiip.U'u, with all ol 
the problems America laces al home and 
with no more Cold War to justify its ac
tions, clearly has no stomach for fighting 
on the streets of Mogadishu. America's j 
preference these days is for situations \ 
where it can use overwhelming military j 
force, totally destroy the enemy, and 
bring the troops home to parades and 
flag-waving ceremonies. 

Meanwhile, the same old Somali fac
tions are pretty much making plans to go 
back to their same old ways just as soon 
as they can. The arms bazaars are already 
being resurrected, the wheeling and deal
ing for power is all coming back to life. 

Ghali's UN is also looking to save face 
but not quite sure how to do so without 
abandoning Somalia altogether. The 
Americans are free to do so precisely be
cause the UN is left holding the bag. With 
the secretary general just having pre
sented, on November 13, three options for 
when the Americans depart he has now 
thrown the whole bloody convoluted 
matter back to the Security Council. 

And yet it's pretty obvious at this point 
that, rightly or wrongly, if the United Na
tions couldn't handle the situation and 
couldn't enforce its will with the Amer
ican army's firepower, it is certainly not 
going to be able to do so without it. 

Now if the United Nations were still an 
independent organisation as it at least 
tried to be back in the days of Dag Ham-
merskjold, and even at times under U 
Thant, it would simply replace the 
American forces and continue on with its 
basic goals. 

Indeed, if the UN weren't so bankrupt 
these days, both financially and politically, 
it would realise that there would be some 
important advantages in doing just that. 

In terms of the UN's image the notion 
that the international organisation would 

. finally be doing something without the 
Americans, though hardly in opposition 
to them, would be a big plus. 

And in terms of military command 
structure — since the Americans always 
insist on having their own officers run
ning any UN military operation in which 
they participate — it would be desirable to 
see the UN conduct an important peace 
enforcement operation using resources 
and personnel other than those allocated 
from Washington. 

But this is hardly what's now likely to 
happen, though Ghali did list keeping 
the mission in Somalia "essentially un
changed" and replacing American forc
es w i t h others as the first of his three 
options. 

The other two options presented by the 
secretary general to the Security Council 
are to either reduce the current force of 
more than 26,000 troops to some 18,000, 
keep the humanitarian operation alive (at 
least for a dignified period of time) and 
rely on "the cooperation of the Somali 
parties"; or to cut back to some 5,000 
troops and simply keep the sea and air 
ports open while maintaining a symbolic 
UN presence. 

ricnns were being totally neglected. 
Hut it's not likely Ghali is going to get 

his way, having already lost the stitiggle 
with Washington. More than likely, Gha 
li's attempts to resurrect the image ol an 
activist secretary general alter the years 
of Waldheim and Perez de Gueller, may 
well dissolve the organisation into even 
more international impotence. 

The end result could very well be even 
greater reluctance by the UN to undertake 
any missions other than those fully 
backed, and funded, by the US or its major 
allies. 

At first a humanitarian operation, the 
intervention by the United Nations and 
the United States in Somalia last year 
quickly degenerated into a confused and 
misguided fiasco. In short, in Somalia it 
seems the UN is failing its first major 
post-Cold War test of "peace-making" 
quite miserably. 

Not only did the Security Council fail 
to come forward with clear policies, and 
then fail to implement its decisions. Ad
ditionally the UN, mostly in the form of 
American military forces of course, also 
engaged in bloody massacres of civilians, 
and then — true to its nature as an in
ter-governmental body — did what it 
could to lie, distort, and cover up what 
had happened. 

For the UN, with some 184 member 
states, the unwillingness of the US to ever 
put its military forces under UN com
mand serves to highlight the historic 
tragedy that without the US there really is 
no UN these days. 

For the US, it is on the dirt streets of 
Mogadishu that the Clinton administra
tion is proving its lack of both direction 
and fortitude, weaving and swaying in the 
political wind for months and now getting 
ready to bring its forces home and declare 
a job well done. 

At the moment, after just a few months 
ago having sent in the elite Rangers to 
capture Muhammad Farah Aidid and at
tempt to bring some political order to the 
anarchic situation, the American military 
is sitting tight, primarily protecting itself, 
awaiting the arbitrary deadline the White 
House set for departure under threat of 
congressional action. 

Just consider for a moment the basic 
overall facts of what has happened in 
Somalia. 

Responding to a humanitarian situa
tion of gross starvation and lawlessness 
in its waning days, the Bush administra
tion committed American military forces, 
with a United Nations mandate, to So
malia. The troops came ashore to no re
sistance but for the glare of television 
lights. Food supplies were landed, the 
starvation was alleviated, and much of 
the American force was then brought 
home in the opening months of the Clin
ton administration. 

Then, last June, the UN found itself un
der attack and on one day some two doz
en Pakistani soldiers were killed — prob
ably by Aidid's faction which had 
concluded the UN was working against it. 

Then all hell began to break loose. 
The Security Council passed various 

resolutions it lacked the power and de-

tremenrtous ana overwneimmg l o i c f u 
mccliiigof Aidid's people obviously trying 
lo captute the lormer iimhassatlor and 
general, now termed warlord and crim 
inal. But in the I'lid all lliey succeeded in 
doing was lo kill a lot more Somalis and 
create more hatred ol themselves. 

Pictures of US soldiers being dragged 
through the streets of Mogadishu tre
mendously angered the American public 
ol course. Brrt more than anger, these pic
tures created a groundswell of questions 
about what the IJS was still doing in So
malia anyway. And wheir the weak Clinton 
administration couldn't really define the 
American role and stand up for it, the de
bate over leaving Somalia gained steam. 

This all then lead to the Somali mini-
version of the Vietnam offensive. 

Of course in the end the America mil
itary prevailed — but at such a huge cost 
to themselves that they were perceived to 
have suffered a major defeat. Something 
psychologically similar happened in Viet
nam in 1968. 

And then we all learned, after press in
vestigations, that far fewer American sol
diers would have been killed had it not 
been for the Ranger code of never leaving 
any bodies behind — dead or alive. Thus, 
in the attempt to extract the body of a 
single dead helicopter pilot the elite 
American military forces found them
selves pinned down in a bloody day-long 
firefight that resulted in 18 dead, nearly 
50 percent of the Ranger unit wounded, 
and one live hostage with his picture 
splashed on the front cover of all the 
news weeklies. 

Then the UN secretary general and the 
Americans found themselves squabbling 
in public over just about everything — so 
much so that when the secretary general 
decided to again visit Somalia in October 
the Americans first tried to dissuade him 
and then weren't even told he was on his 
way even though during his earlier visit 
American troops had to rescue Chali from 
threatening Somali crowds. 

And then another sorry spectacle. Dur
ing his very short visit to Mogadishu, the 
UN secretary general didn't even manage 
to meet one single important Somali of
ficial or even get outside the perimeter of 
his own forces at the airport! 

As for the American military, the pol
iticians have managed to make US forces 
look a bit foolish and certainly weaker 
than they really are. 

The great American military is now 
sitting around in its barracks in Mog
adishu spending most of its time and en
ergy protecting itself, passing the weeks 
until next March when the president has 
said they'll all be coming home. 

The way Bill Clinton and his foreign 
policy team have handled matters in So
malia, and by extension relations with the 
United Nations, raises severe questions 
about the foreign policy resolve and abil
ities of today's United States of America. 

And the way Chali and the UN have 
been made to look in all of this raises 
grave questions about the ability of the 
UN to seriously involve itself in matters 
that go beyond the debating lounges 
overlooking the East River. 

How can anyone suffer that?" 
Families that have spent nearly 50 

years in these camps remain in them to 
this day because they have nowhere else 
to go and the country has no money to 
help them. 

Sadiq Poda, a Muslim, now 72, was first 
imprisoned when he was 23 years old. His 
"crime" was to have been a member of the 
nationalist opposition to the communists. 
He was at a meeting at which he shouted the 
slogan "down with the Red imperialists". 

He still lives in Savra internment camp, 
now decommissioned, near the city of 
Lushnje in a shack which he shares with 
his two sons, their wives and their two 
grandchildren. They survive on packets of 
baby food provided by a British charity. He 
married his wife Verore in the camp when 
she was just 19 and he was 39 and "a sack 
of bones". 

Despite a lifetime of suffering they have 
not lost their faith. "We go to bed every 
night and get up every morning with Al
lah on our lips. We're begging for Cod's 
mercy all the time." 

It was Hoxha's attack on religious ac
tivity within the country that dem
onstrated, perhaps more than anything 
else, the sheer paranoia of the man. In a 
country were 70 percent of the population 
are estimated to be Muslims, all religious 
activity was forbidden and buildings such 
as mosques were destroyed. Religious 
figures were persecuted and imprisoned. 

Mustapha Varoshi, the head of the 
Muslim community in the city of Durres, 

most basic facilities, Hoxha built a ring of 
one million concrete pillboxes in the 
country to protect it against a non
existent threat from abroad. This repre
sents enough cement to have built a de
cent house for every man, woman and 
child in the country. While the average 
Albanian lived a life of utter degradation 
and poverty, Hoxha lived a life of un
imaginable luxury. At a cost of millions he 
built a museum to himself that was to 
become a repository for artifacts as
sociated with his regime and a final tes
tament to his egomania. 

Why did people put up with it? The an
swer is, of course, that they didn't but 
they had little choice in the matter. Fol
lowing the defeat of the Axis powers in 
1945, the Allied leaders partitioned Eu
rope where their armies met. The dividing 
line was Germany where the Russian land 
forces advancing from the east came face 
to face with American and British forces 
advancing from the West. The dividing 
line between these two conquering ar
mies became known, in Winston Church
ill's phrase, as the "Iron Curtain". 

After the appalling loses suffered by the 

country S OUSUieLe l l l U U b L H a i u m a -
structure, such as it is. 

Despite all the difficulties, Sali Berisha, 
Albania's democratically elected Prime 
Minister, has made a start at reforms. A re
cent survey conducted throughout Europe 
showed that people in Albania were the 
most optimistic about their future. Given 
their past that is scarcely surprising. 

The biggest cloud on the horizon is the 
future of Kosovo which was partitioned 
from Albania in a peace settlement in 
1912. This Serb-occupied enclave, where 
about 1.5 million Muslims of Albanian 
extraction are under the control of a mi
nority of some 200,000 Serbs, looks set to 
go the way of Bosnia-Herzegovina. Al 
ready, extreme Serbian nationalists have 
succeeded in forcing some half a million 
ethnic Albanians to leave. At the same 
time, they are encouraging their own 
brethren to settle in Kosovo. Serbian na
tionalism has already created havoc in 
one part of former Yugoslavia. There is 
little stopping it from wreaking as much 
havoc in another. If that happens, the Al 
banian people will once again be plunged 
into the heart of darkness. 

Millions for the megalomaniac: While the treasury 
was empty for the people, Enver Hoxha, INSET, built a 
museum, ABOVE, to perpetuate his name. Albanians today 
need international help to rebuild thou duvaslcttcd country 

Bread with dirt: Albanians under com
munism had been condemned to the worst 
form of poverty. 'Mechanised' bakeries 
were scenes of chaos, ABOVE, and hos
pitals laundries, RIGHT, did not even have 
space to wash and dry linen hygienically 


