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Nuclear prisoner

of conscience

...his conditions of delention constitute cruel, in-

human or degrading treatment regardless of the
reasons for them.....

Amnesty International Report

October 1991

Vanunu Is a prisoner of conscience.... He is pay-
ing this Inhuman price for doing no more than
telling the world that Israel has a nuclear ca-
pability.... Israel has become the Mrst Western
democratic state to punish someone as a traltor

for leaking Information lo a newspaper.

The Sunday Times of London

S1X years ngo on September 30,
1986, Mossad kidnapped Mor-
dechai Vanunu in Rome after
luring him there using the old
tried and true “honey™ trap.

For these past six years, after
a brief, hurried and secret
“irial”, Vanunu has been lan-
guishing in solitary confine-
ment, Israeli avthorities treating
his net of conscience as onc of
gross criminality,

Afer spilling the story of Is-
mel's extensive nuclear ca-
pabilitics and possible prepara-
tions for nuclear warfare in the
Mid-East to the London Sunday
Times, Mossad sent one its al-
luring female agents to London
to infatuate Vanume. Well-
trained in the technique, she
convinced him (o take an amor-
ous vacation in Rome ns the Is-
melis were apparently pre-
disposed not to create a
polentially  explosive inter-
national incident with the Brit-
ish.

‘Whatever Israeli motives, in
Rome Mossad agents drugged
Vanunu  and  against  inter-
national laws govemning ex-
tradition, whisked him to prison
in bsrncl.

1t was only through a clever
ploy — Vanunu wrole on the
palm of his hand what had hap-
pened and on the way to »
closed count hearing pressed his

| to the van window al-
lowing journilists to plece to-
gether what hand happencd —
that we even know today this
part of the story.

Vanunu's overall story is a
relatively straightforward one,

Born In 1954 in Morocco to
o religious Jewish family that
immigrated to lsrael in 1963,
Vamunu worked as a nuclear
technician Tor nearly a decade
until 1985 at Israel's famous
Dimona nuclear reactor in the
Negev.

During the first halfl of the
1980s, Vanunu did gradunie
and post-graduate study in phi-
losophy.  After  quitting  Di-
mona, Vanunu travelled In 1986
1o the Far-East and wnderwent
o transformation that resulted in
his being bapilsed in Australin
as an Anglican in July of that
year. :

Vanuny then went to Eng-
land where during September
nnd October of 1986 he pro-
vided sufficiem hard evidence
of Israel's extensive nuclear ar-
sennl so that the London Sunday
Tinex ran a major feature on the
subject on October 5, The bold
headline — Revealed: The se-
crets of Israel's nuclear arsenal
— et journalistic (sl waves
around the globe, tremendously
embarrassing the Isracli gov-
ernment.

Even before the London
Sunday Times anticle ran Mos-
sad implemented its honey trap
ngalnst Vanunu and kidnapped
him back (o Isracl. Under con-
siderable pressure, half a yenr
Iater, in January of 1987, the
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Washington
Vanunu's brother, Meir, writes in a
recent newsletter titled The cam-
paign to free Vanunu: ‘while the USA
shows great concern over nuclear
proliferation by countries such as
Pakistan, Iraq, and North Korea,
with a $500 million aid cut to Paki-
stan in 1991, it chooses to turn a
blind eye to Israel's nuclear activ-
ities and to the whole Vanunu affair’

Ialian government opened an
official investigation into the
kidnnpping thoiigh it was later
conveniently closed for Tack of
sulficient evidence.

Meanwhile, conducted in
greal  secrecy,” Isrneliy courts
convicted Vanunu on March 24,
1987 of treason, espionage, and
revealing state secrets and sen-
tenced him to 18 years Im-
prisonment. Since then Vanunu
hns been treated in a munner
that can only be described as
one designed 1o drain him of his
spirit and sanity, He has spemt
over 2,000 days, some 52,632
hours, in solitary confincment,

Beyond the desire to -
reparably  harm  Vanunu  the
other motivation of the Israell
government |s 1o keep as much
secret a8 possible, Even during
Vonunu's already closed irial
two policemen sat next to him
at nll times grobbing him and
muffling him if he iricd to say
anything other than what the
court wanted to hear.

Vanhunu's cell measures 2 x
3 metres and he is kep! in total
isolation. He Is permitied ab-
solutely no physical, visual or
verbal contact npart from the
visits by his family nnd his
lawyer. Up to three family
members may vislt him once
every twe weeks for 30 min-
utes, but even then he is divided
from them by n metnl screen.
According to Vanunu's Israell
atturney, Avigdor Feltman, no
other prisoner In larnel hns ever
been held in solitary confine-
ment for such lengthy periods
of time. And according 1o Am-
nesty International “such treat-

ment is prohibited by inter-
national law, regardless of the
reasons fot It infpodition™ *
As Mordechai’s brother, Moeir
Vanunu,  writes In g recent
newsletter titled The campuign
t free Vanune: “while the USA
shows greal concern over nu-
clear proliferntion by countries
such os Pokistan. lrag, and
North Korea, with a $500 mil-

lion sid cut to Pakistan In 1991, |

it chooses to tum n blind cyc 1o
Israel’s nuclear activitics and to
the whole Vamunu alTuir”,

But in Burope the situntion is
otherwise. The Europenn par-
fimment has in recemt yenrs
adopted three resolutions sup-
porting Varunm, The first res-
olutlon  denounced  the  kid-

napping from Rome as “a gross ~

violation of the sovereignty of
u member state ol the European
Community”. Another resolu-
thon condemned the conditlony
under which Vanunu is held:
and the third called on the pres-
ident of Ismacl “to cxercise his
right to pardon or at the very
least commute the semtence”,

As the Europenn partlament
has pointed out, “those which
have respect for human rights
would not have heen fikely 1o
Ireat a disclosure in oo news-
paper for motives of public in-
terest ms trenson and cspionape
... and certainly would not have
Imposed such o fong term of
Imprisonment™,

For more information, and to
Tend your support, contaet The
Campaign To Free Vanunu, st
6 Endslcigh Sireet, London
WC1H ODX or by phone or fax
to 071 3R7-5096.
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