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o f e o o j s e i e i i e e 
...his condlltons ordelenllon constitute cruel, In-
liunian or degrading treatment regardless of the 
reasons for thetn.. .. 

Amnesty International Report 
October 1991 

Vanunu Is a prisoner of conscience.... He Is pay­
ing this Inhuman price for doing no more than 
telling the world that Israel has a nuclear ca­
pability.... Israel has become the first Western 
democratic stale to punish someone as a traitor 
for leaking Information to a newspaper. 

A Nell 
Editor 

77ie Sunday Times of London 
June 3. 1990 

S I X y c n r s a g o o n S e p t e m b e r 3 0 . 

I 9 R 6 , M o s s a d k i d n a p p c i l M o r -

d c c h a i V n n u r u i i n R i « n c after 

l u r i n g h i m I h c r c t u i n g i h c o l d 

i r i c d a n d t rue " h o n e y " t rap . 

F o r these past s i x y e a r s , after 

a b r i e f , h u r r i e d a n d sec re t 

" t r i a l " . V a n u n u has b e e n l a n ­

g u i s h i n g I n s o l i t a r y c o n r i n e -

i n c n t , I s r a e l i nut t tor i t ies t r e a t i n g 

I l l s net o f c o n s c i e n c e as o n e o f 

g ross c r i m i n a l i t y . 

A f t e r s p i l l i n g the s to ry o f I s ­

r ae l ' s e x t e n s i v e n u c l e a r c a ­

p a b i l i t i e s a n d p o s s i b l e p r e p a r a ­

t i o n s fo r n u c l e a r w a r f a r e in the 

M i d - E a s t to I h c L o n d o n Sunday 

Times. M o s s a d sent one i t s a l ­

l u r i n g f e m a l e agen t s to L o n d o n 

to i n fa tua t e V a n u n u . W e l l -

t r a i n e d i n the t e c h n i q u e , she 

c o n v i n c e d h i n i to t a k e an a m o r ­

o u s v a c a t i o n i n R o m e as the I s ­

r a e l i s w e r e a p p a r e n t l y p re ­

d i s p o s e d not I D c rea te a 

p o t e n t i a l l y e x p l o s i v e i n l c r -

n a l i n n a l i n c i d e n t w i t h the B r i t ­

i s h . 

W h a t e v e r I s r a e l i m o t i v e s , i n 

R o m e M o s s a d agen t s d r a g g e d 

V a n u n u a n d aga ins t in te r ­

n a t i o n a l l a w s g o v e r n i n g e x ­

t r a d i t i o n , w h i s k e d h in t to p r i s o n 

i n I s r a e l , 

h w a s o n l y th t tn igh a c l e v e r 

p l o y — V a n u n u w r o t e o n ( h e 

p a l m o f h i s h a n d w h a t h a d h a p ­

p e n e d a n d o n the w a y to a 

c l o s e d c o u r t h e a r i n g p r e s s e d h i s 

p a l m to the v a n w i n d o w a l ­

l o w i n g ' j m i r n i i j i s t s to p i e c e to­

ge the r w h a t h a d h a p p e n e d — 

that w c e v e n k n o w i t x l a y th i s 

pa r t o f I h c s t o ry . 

V a n u n u ' s o v e r a l l s t o r y i s a 

r e l a t i v e l y s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d one , 

B o r n I n 1 9 5 4 !ti M o r o c c o to 

a r e l i g i o u s J e w i s h f a m i l y that 

i m m i g r a t e d to I s r a e l i n 1 9 6 3 , 

V a n u n u w o r k e d as a n u c l e a r 

t e c h n i c i a n for n e a r l y a d e c a d e 

n n l H 1 9 8 5 at I s r a e l ' s f a m o u s 

D i m o n a n u c l e a r r eac to r i n (he 

N e g c v . 

D u r i n g I h c B r s t h a l f o f the 

t 9 8 0 s , V a n u n u d i d g r a d u a t e 

a n d pos t -g radua t e s t u d y i n p h i ­

l o s o p h y . A f t e r q u i t t i n g D i ­

m o n a . V a n u n u t r a v e l l e d I n l 9 R f i 

to the F a r - E a s t a n d u n d e r w e n t 

a t r a n s f o r m a l i n i t that r e s u l t e d i n 

h i s b e i n g b a p t i s e d i n A u s t r a l i a 

a s a n A n g l i c a n I n J u l y o f that 

y e a r . 

V a n u n u t h e n w e n t to E n g ­

l a n d w h e r e d u r i n g S e p t e m b e r 

a n d O c l o l w r o f 1 9 8 6 he p r o ­

v i d e d s u r n e i c n l h a r d e v i d e n c e 

o f I s r a e l ' s e x t e n s i v e n u c l e a r a r ­

s e n a l s o that the L x m d o n Sunday 

Times r a n a m a j o r fea ture o n the 

s u b j e c t o n O c t o b e r 5 , 'T J i c b o l d 

h e a d l i n e — Revealed: Vie .tr-

ctefs of htacTs nuclear arsenal 

— sent j m i r n a l t s t l c t W a l w a v e s 

a r o u n d the g l o b e , t r e m e n d o u s l y 

e m b a r r a s s i n g l i te I s r a e l i g o v ­

e r n m e m . 

E v e n b e f o r e the L o n d o n 

Sunday Times a r t i c l e r a n Mo.s-

s a d i m p l e m e n t e d its h o n e y ( r a p 

a g a i n s t V a n u n u and k i d n a p p e d 

h i m b a c k to I s r a e l . U n d e r c o n ­

s i d e r a b l e p r e s s u r e , h a l f a y e a r 

l a t e r , i n J a n u a r y o f 1 9 8 7 . the 

From MORD^CHAI VANUNU 

Washington 
Vanunu's brother, Meir, writes in a 
recent newsletter titled 77ie cam­
paign lofree Vanunu: 'while the USA 
shows great concern over nuclear 
proliferation by countries such as 
Pakistan, Iraq, and North Korea, 
with a $500 mill ion aid cut to Paki­
stan in 1991 , it chooses to turn a 
blind eye to Israel's nuclear activ­
ities and to the whole Vanunu affair' 

I t a l i a n g o v e r n m e n t o p e n e d nn 

o f f i c i a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n in to the 

k i d n a p p i n g I h o i i g h It w a x l a t e r 

c o n v c n i c n r l y c l o s e d for l a c k o f 

s u f n c l c n i e v i d e n c e . 

M e a n w h i l e , c o n d u c t e d in 

great s e c r e c y , I s r a e l i f cour t s 

c o n v i c t e d V a n u n u o n M a r c h 2 4 , 

1987 o f t r e a s o n , c s p t o n n g c . a n d 

r e v e a l i n g s l a te s e c r e t s a n d s e n ­

t e n c e d h i m to 18 y e a r s i m ­

p r i s o n m e n t . S i n c e t h e n V a n u n u 

h a s b e e n t r ea ted i n n m a n n e r 

that c a n o n l y be d e s c r i b e d a s 

o n e d e s i g n e d to d r a i n h t m o f h i s 

sp i r i t a n d s a n i t y . H e h a s s)>citt 

o v e r 2 , 0 0 0 d a y s , so tne 5 2 , 6 3 2 

h o u r s , i n s o l i t a r y c o n F i n c m c n t . 

B e y o n d the d e s i r e I n i r ­

r e p a r a b l y h a r m V a n u n u I h c 

o ther m o t i v a t i o n o f the I s r a e l i 

g o v e r n m e n t I s to k e e p as m u c h 

secre t as p o s s i b l e . E v e n d u r i n g 

V a n u n n ' s a l r e a d y c l o s e d t r i a l 

t w o p o l i c e m e n sat n e x t tv h i m 

at a l l t i m e s g r a b b i n s h i m a n d 

m u f n i n g h i m i f he t r i e d to s ay 

a n y t h i n g o the r t han w h a t I h c 

cour t w a n t e d to hea r . 

V a n u n u ' s c e l l m e a s u r e s 2 x 

3 m e t r e s a n d he i s kep t I n to ta l 

i s o l a t i o n . H e I s p e r m i t t e d ab­

s o l u t e l y n o p h y s i c a l , v i s u a l o r 

v e r b a l c o n t a c t apar t f r o m the 

v i s i t s b y h i s f a m i l y and h i s 

l a w y e r . U p to three f a i n t l y 

m e m b e r s m a y v i s i t I t l i u o n c e 

e v e r y t w o w e e k s for 3 0 m i n ­

u tes , but e v e n t h e n he Is d i v i d e d 

f r o m t h e m h y n m e t a l s c r e e n . 

A c c o r d i n g to V a n u n u ' s I s r a e l i 

a t t o rney , A v i g d o r F c l l m a n , no 

o ther p r i s o n e r i n I s r a e l h a s e v e r 

b e e n h e l d i n s o l i t a r y c o n f i n e -

m c n l fo r s u c h l e n g t h y p e r i o d s 

o f l i m e . A n d a c c o r d i n g to A m ­

n e s t y I n t e r n a t i o n a l " s u c h I r e a l -

n i c n l i s p i o h i t i t t c d by in te r ­

n a t i o n a l l a w . r e g a r d l e s s o f the 

r e a s o n s fo r Its i t r fpo^ i i i on" . ' ' 

A « ; M o « f e e l i i M S I - . . .1 h e r M e i r 

V i i m i m i . w r i t e s In a l e e e i i l 

n e w s l e t t e r t i l l e d 7/ ie camiuiif-n 

to free Vamma: " w h i l e the U . S A 

s h o w s great c o n c e r n o v e r n u ­

c l e a r p r o l i f e r a t i o n b y c o u n t r i e s ' 

s u c h as P a k i s ' l a n . I r a q , a n d 

N o r t h K o r e a , w i t h a $ 5 0 0 m i l ­

l i o n a i d cu t to P a k i s t a n I n 1 9 9 1 , '. 

it c h o o s e s to t u rn a b l i n d e y e to 

I s r a e l ' s n u c l e a r a c t i v i t i e s a n d to 

t t ic w h o l e V n t i u n o a f f i i i r " . 

B u t i n l i i i r o p c I h c s i lMii t tnn i s 

o t h e r w i s e . I h c E u n r p c a i t pa r ­

l i a m e n t has i n r ecen t y e a r s 

a d o | i t c d three r e s o l n l i o n s s u p -

p t H t i n g V a i i u m i . ' I h c f i rs t r c s -

o t u t l o n d e n o u n c e d the k i d ­

n a p p i n g f r o m R o m e as " n g r o s s 

v i o l a t i o n i>f the s o v e r e i g n t y o f 

a m e n i l i c r s t a l e o f l ire l i u r t t p c a n 

C e r m n n i n t l y " . A m r t h e r r e s o l u ­

t i o n c o n d e m n e d the c o n d i t i o n s 

u n d e r w h i c h V a n u n u I s h e l d ; 

a n d I h c t h i r d c a l l e d o n the p r c s -

i d c n i o f I s r a e l " t o e x c t t i s c h i s 

r igh t to p a r d o n o r at the v e r y 

leas t c o t n t m i t e the s e n t e n c e " . 

A s the E u r o p e a n p a r l i a m e n t 

has p o i n t e d ou t , " t hose w h i c h 

h a v e respec t fo r h o m a n r i p h l s 

w o u l d not h a v e b e e n l i k e l y to 

treat a d i s c l o s u r e I n a n e w s ­

p a p e r for m o t i v e s o f p u h t l c I n -

l e r c s t as t r e a son a n d e s p i o n a g e 

. . . a n d c e r t a i n l y w o u l d nttt h a v e 

i m p t t s c d s u c h n h m g I c n i i o f 

I m p r i s o n m e n t " . 

F o r m o r e I n f o r m a t i o n , a n d to 

l e n d y o u r suppor t , c o n t a c t T h e 

C a m p a i g n I d F r e e V a n u n u , at 

6 K n d s l c i g h S t r ee t . L o n d o n 

W C I H O D X o r h y p h o n e o r l ax 

to 0 7 1 3 R 7 - 5 W 6 . 


