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WILL THE US GO THE SOVIET WAY....

Where did it hit you?

Here are estimates of damage in
Lebanese pounds suffered during
the 16 years of civil war
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LEBANON’s Housing Ministry has made public for the first
time a survey putting the total cost of damage inflicted on
property during the 16-year civil war at approximately $1 bil-
lion.

JERRY Brown isn’t going to be president. He's
not even going to be vice president. In fact, he's
not even likely to be governor again,

Still, Jerry Brown -- former governor of the
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Now of course Brown’s own fantasy, his own
illusion if you will, is that he’s going to really be
able to do something about this American politi-
cal arrangement of which he now constantly
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The report listed the Lebanese pound cost as follows: @ with high name recognition who has been clect

apartment complex and houses about 503.2 billion pounds; @
factories, nearly 57.9 billion; @ schools and educational insti-
tutions, about 62 billion; @ hospitals 3.87 billion; @ public
and government buildings 14.3 billion; @ tourist centres 29,87
billion. '

ed to major office and who is now going around

the country attacking the very foundations of the
American political order.
Just listen to this born-again politician: :
“There’s no opposition party .in. Ameri-
can!Democrats are no opposition!”
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commercial district as follows: 884 houses and apartments, 11
schools and universities; six hospitals 22 tourist centres, 13
government buildings and 9,947 stores. The report recom-
mended that an all embracing plan for reconstruction and repa-
triating all families which fled their homes during the fighting,
be laid down.

Housing Minister Muhammad Beydoun said that the minis-
try was working on a three-dimensional plan to rebuild what
was destroyed, repatriate war displaced families and solve the
housing crisis which has emerged a as a result of the rising
cost of living, inflation and low salaries. Beydoun added that
the ministry has worked out a formula to rebuild demolished
houses and to repatriate refugees to their homes. He said the
plan did not only cover the residents of Mount Lebanon, but
also families who fled from Israel’s self-proclaimed “security
zone” in south Lebanon. He said the ministry was now busy
collecting data about these people to determine their precise
whereabouts so they may be included in the project.

Housing

Beydoun said his ministry was also concerned with the on-
going housing crisis facing newly-weds. He said young cou-
ples today face maximum diffieulty in finding a home with an
affordable price or rent. The country as a whole was in need of
more than 300,000 residential units to meet public demands.
He added that people of limited income cannot afford today's
real estate costs and rent, a factor adding to a worsening social
instability in Lebanon.

The minister underlined the need to organise the relationship
between the landlords and tenants. He was referring to a prob-
lem which emerged during the civil war whereby living costs
went up while old leases remained unchanged, thus radically
cutting rents. This pushed landlords to offer new apartments
for sale instead of rent.

He said the government could lend families money at a low
interest rate to enable them to buy the houses they have been
living in for a long time under an old lease. He said securing
the funds should not be a big problem for the government,
since, according to the ministry’s survey, there are only
120,000 rented houses in the country.

Beydoun said that fund currently available at the state treas-
ury and the central bank are not sufficient to cover all the min-
istry’s housing projects. He said the Housing Ministry would
be receiving about L£40 billion from money saved in subsid-
ing flour, which would be sufficient to rebuild 6,000 residen-
tial units and help some 3,000 tenants to buy their houses.

The minister made the point that the government would be
relying primarily on the projected International and Arab Fund
for Reconstruction in Lebanon, as well as loans and contribu-
tions from Arab and European countries.

He complained that a delegation from the state-run Council
for Development and Reconstruction (CDR), which toured Eu-
ropean countries recently requesting assistance, did not deal
with the housing problem. He added that contacts were under-
way between the Housing Ministry and the Arab Fund for Ec-
onomic Developing requesting help to finance projects for re-
building houses destroyed during the war.

He revealed that the ministry asked for a $10 million loan to
build residential districts containing about 1,500 housing units
which will have their own electricity and water resources plus
a school and a public clinic. He said the first such project
would be carried out in the suburbs of Beirut.

Beydoun said that the government had decided to raise the
maximum amount of a loan for rebuilding a house for each ap-
plicant to about L£12 billion, which he said, is adequate for a
100-square metre apartment. This decision is only the begin-
ning and many other steps would follow to boost reconstruc-
tion.

Concerning the reconstruction of Beirut's old commercial
district, Beydoun said the Housing Ministry was mainly con-
cerned with residential facilities.
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izens are in danger of not being counted at all

“There’s difference between truth and wverbal
cellophane. This is about providing a catalyst for
change, a vehicle of empowerment, to allow peo-
ple to be effective. Currently, American politics
stifle people fram being effective. That's because,
in the words of Jefferson and Madison, a minori-
ty has gotten control of the process through
money.... You can make all the speeches you
want about crime for health care or whatever.
The fact is that the system is so rigged that none
of those rhetorical dreams can ever be realised.”

“I said I will speak the truth,” Brown recently
told a student crowd at the University of lowa as
quoted in an insightful article by Marc Cooper
published in The Village Voice in late Decem-
ber. “And I know of what I speak™, Brown con-
tinued. “l am of this system. I know how it
works. And it’s all a big illusion. Other Demo-
crats come to you and say, ‘all we have to do is
get rid of George Bush and everything’s going
to be OK’. But that’s a message brought to you
by the same one percent elite that has bought
BOTH parties. That’s the big illusion here. Bush
is not the only problem!”

The phenomenon of Jerry Brown in American
politics actually does have some similarities,
though far outweighed by the obvious differenc-
es, to that of Russian President Boris Yeltsin.

For Jerry Brown has become a man both dis-
owned by the American establishment that gave
him birth as well as made cynical towards his
former ways. Furthermore, rather than go softly
and write his memoirs, Brown, like Yeltsin, has
chosen instead to fight back by taking on the
very system of money, privileges, and power,
from which he arose. Like Yeltsin, Brown wants
to bring down the old order and head up the
new,

If you believe what he keeps saying -- and not
everyone does -- Jerry Brown, a child of the
American political establishment, truly has de-
cided in the later years of mid-life that it’s not
just desirable, but vitally necessary, to bring the
whole corrupt system to its knees and rebuilt
American politics in a populist mould.

Unlike Yeltsin, though, Brown faces a far
greater hurdle. The system Brown is deriding is
not nearly as rotted from within, not nearly as
economically and spiritually impoverished, as
the one Yeltsin has just brought to collapse.
Many problems, true enough, and problems of
considerable complexity and difficulty. Yet
American politics, and the economic system it
serves, have proved far more flexible and far
more resilient then the Bolshevik experiment
ever had a chance to be.

Still, as writer Cooper sums things up after
spending quite some time on the campaign trail
with Brown:

“Jerry Brown speaks the truth about our politi-
cal process more openly, more adamantly, and
more single-mindedly than any other candidate
in the presidential race, really more than any
other American politician with a publicly recog-
nisable name.”

Jerry Brown may not be headed to elected of-
fice, and he probably won’t be able to emulate
Boris Yeltsin's historic overthrow of his politi-
cal system. But Jerry Brown is shaking the foun-
dations of American politics and along they way
a few fruits are falling from the trees.
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