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Washington, January 14 -- Another

porential  scandal  looms  for  lsracl.
|“un=cqucqll_\', ol course, hoth the Israeli
povernment and the Bush Adwinictration
are doing all they cion vo bory i1, or ar leassy
1o contnin il

Mo and more 00 appeass shar Mike
Elarat, the “foemer™ high-raoking Isacli
Mussad apent who was vne of Manucl
Noncpa's closest associgies,imay have been
working undercover for or at least “with”
the Iseaclis,

Inddesdd the pattern ol soch lseaeh
entanplements has become all too obyions
m recent years. Operatives who can be
Udenicd i need be g used Tor varions
Jrara arsad suiditive W ligence
pathering, arms cales, coven actions, drog
salus, and illiciv money ase involved.

Even il exposcd, and cven though the
purson was ence 8 known Motsad agent,
the Israclis simply deny the aperetive was
still  working  for  them,  chulienping
everyone W prove otherwise. And usually
they ger away with it

Naot anly does the Americun
povermnot have 1y own rcasons Tor
cooperating i these coveraps, bt Iaacl’s
extensive  pencniation  of  Washingron
thiough the mulilaceted Jewish Johby
here paves them goite an edge in trying, tin
tile thingx their way.

Furthermore, ol conrse, stoee Iirm
evidenee s osoally Jacking -+ u simwoking
gun that vonld prove  dieet Isiacli
government involvement -- the patem
has become thae while some elements of
the press play things up tor & few days it's
not long belore the story fades and
Crervang poce on o new news,

It hoe become widely  known that
Tharnri was o Panm in the hours just
belore the Amvoicun invasion s lew weeks
o My swvwintle it e Bucume b
that he was vipped olf by Iriends of Israel
st bhoth the Pentagon and  Stare
Depurtment, probably through their own
Iriends mesocinted with the Aossud,

What  way involved  wis far oo
nupor it than pust geving Haan a
chance o flec; though thet in itsell was an
important consideration lor his urrest and
interropation might have proved guite an
cmbarrassment for lsracl.

But even more importamly,
fsenel™  poinmt ol view,  (he

whiea

from
tip ol

The Harari/Noreiga

Affair

... Not Over Yet

apparcintly gave Hareri time to finish
destraying (or send out of anama) what
i said to be comsiderable evidence of
extensive  Iscaell” involvement  with
Nuoreiga over the years. It is further likely
tha this evidence also concerns flarari's
vwn personal invelvement in Noreiga's
illicit deup dealing, arms sales activities, ny
well 35 diug money laundering,

Just s with the Jonathan Poblard
scandal there wre severe tenslons  in
Washington right now concetnlog what is
being termed “the Harerd affsir.” Attop
pro: tsruchi levels of the Bush
Administration -- orchesuated by Larry
Eagleburger an the Siae Departinent and
Micut Sewwmeraft an the White [suse - w
major elfort is underwny (0 bury the
laran) story and protect the Ixrueli-
American connection.

But ar other less political Jevels wheie
the responsibility (ne well s the mindser)
is to uncover what really happencd and
upply the law, Harari's involvements with
Neoreiga are being investigmed with the
intention of an indiciment. Rumors that
this could possibly De Jeading to an
exirachion request to the Israclis
though as in previous enses it i mt
unlikely the Iseaetis would comply -- are
bemg, whispered herey pussibly as trelal
bulloons. ?

Sumething similar happened with the
ullard scandal.  Ac the highest levels of
the Reagan Administration there was o
desire to play down the seriousncss of
Pollard’s  spying Bt m hanh ahe
Pentagon ancd the Justice Departmene
there were persons @t the profensional
levels who had  the responsibility to
profect Asuerlean national secrets and
prosceute Amerlcan spys who refused to
allsw the maiter to simply be politically
ST,

The Harari allair i tremendoonsly
complicated lor bath the UK. und Isracl
by the impending triul of Norciga himself.

Clenrly  the furmcer Panamanian
strongnsm lias alot w bargain with, 1lis
involvements over the vears with the CLA,
Mosswd, snd various other furclligence
serviees  enuld  prove exceedingly
vtuban assing for Washington, e is also
probably the one single person who could
spill the heans eoncerning Huratl and
Exemel  indewd this may be one of the

main hurgaining cards Noreiga has ar this
polnt,

So & major comabunent elfort is of
course aiso underway concerning
Noreiga, |le will be tried for specific
charges of drug eatficking in s way that
will sllow the Bush Administrution w
argue with the court that mney things
Noreign might want to raise dre ot
pertinent and thus not admissnhle.

Furthermeore the American
Government seems inteml on keeping
Noreiga isolated nntil vial and then put
away for a long time alier trial, In short,
the Americans don't intend to give
Noreiga s chance or a forum to speak np.
ather than i relation (o the drog
trafficking charges.

Still there is considerable mxiety heee
that  when the trig) lioally docs get
underway unless there is a bargain sirock
ut caclisep of the way Noreiga's attorneys
will constantly antempt 1o present
cvidence that  many others were
implieated 1, or at least knowledgeable
about, Noreiga's various activitles.

T'he one newspaper that has so far teken
the lead regacding “the Harnri aifair' i
The Washington Times - - the right-wing
paper  whose  editorinl  pages are &
ludgepodge of pro-lsracll sendments but
whose news poges have sometimes heen
more willing than others to point a finger
at fsracl whet Amcrican interests wre
directly involved,

“131d 1sracli secrets planc {lee Panama?”
sereamed the paper’s hesdline across the
full wp of the page lost Thursday. The
sinry went on to suggest tha an Israeli C-
130 cargo plane “carrying evidence of
Isracl's tics to the regime of Gen. Manuel
Antonio Noreign took off ltom Panamin
City about six bours before U8, troops
arcaniliad Panama Decrmhber 20th &

It this bs unly & part of the story nosw
heing fnvestigated here, Tor not anly was
the waming leaked to Taruri used 1o
Tsracl's benefit, it moy have also led to
more American casualiles and more
resistance 1o the American invasion thuo
might othcrwise have been the vase.

This ir the thrust of w recently delivered
private communicatlon from # former
Cungressivnal assistant and (amily friend
of "esidemt Bush to w key Republican
Senmor and A number of other senior

Washiegton political peesonalivies.

According o this commumicatlon -- the
hean of which is an appeal for an urpem
Scnme mvestigavon -- 8 funmer 1.8,
Ambazgsador and a Luropean reponer
who was in I'annma at the tivic ol the
invasion hwve reached the following
conglisions:

1) Marari warncd Norcigs abow the
invasion  after  himsell getting  word
probably thiough Mossad channcls;

2) This led to the strengthening of
Panamanian delenses and thus the killing
and wounding of more of the Americun
{nvaders than would have otherwise been
the cnse; as well as giving Noreiga the time
he needed 1o hide from the dnvenling
forces;

3) Some kind of a deal was made reparding
Hurari who emerged from hiding soon
slter the invesion and was taken away by
civilions, “probably Mossad and/or
CIA™ according to the memo.

It is not specifically known, however,
whether there are ceredible Parsons or
Irrefutable cvidence thay can vetily these
assertions.  An cflort is underway st this
time to sscertsin just what kind of
testimnony might be possible should there
be any 1ype of Congressional
fuvestipatiin,

It's likely, ol course, that the
Isracli/Jewish lobby will use itk
capabilitics to block such a development
md protect Ispael; just ox wis the cowe
with the Senste’s Tran/Conira Hearings
which prenty tnuch overloaked Tsrael's
substantial involvement. But even if both
Caonpress and the press are prevented
ftom furthet investigation of thedetails of
the Marari connection to Noréigs, this
scandal msy be one that will unravel
slowly over time.

The trial of Noreipa is poing tn be very
complicated and time-consutming. ‘I'here
arc & number of major and ngvel legal
tesues that need to be resolved. " And the
defense may well iry o raise 8 geat many
very sensitive and secret issues.

Just how the presiding judpe decides to
deal with issues like 1he admisspbility of
and the relevance of various forms of
evidence may determine whethdr we will
ever know the full story of Mlhi'ﬂlrlrl'l
and lxrael's invalvement with! Manuel
Nureiga. ’
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