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None of you must pointa
weapon at his brother.
Prophet Muhammad
(Pbuh)
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It s nonsense zw totalkabouta
“new world was’ — self-serving
rhetoric manufactured inthe White
House to deccive the American
people into acquiescence.

What is happening in front of
our eyes is the emergence of an
even more brutal, more hypocriti-
cal, and more dangerous Pax
Americana — a new international
conspiracy brought about by the
collapse of Soviet power coupled
with the emergence of a new alli-
ance that links Washington, Tel
Aviv and Riyadh with satellite
offices in London and Cairo.

Notonly is the American empire

— seriously troubled at home by
unsolvable but containable eco-
nomic and social problems —
lashing out with this spasm of de-
struction to assert ils continuing
dominance. But the terribly re-
pressive and corrupted oil-rich re-
gimes throughout the Gulf region
have now cast their fate with the
empire in opposition to both na-
tionalistand religious forces within
their own societies.

The World Machinations
The lesson is simple: If you are

~ with ussafeguarding ourconcerns,

our pocketbooks, and our friends,

By Mark A. Bruzonsky
Special to Eastern Times

we will in turn protect you and help
manipulate your societies in your
favoras well asours. Butif youare
against us and want to pursue your
own national agenda in opposition
to our concemns then we will take
you out one way or another, pref-
erably covertly but throughmilitary
force if need be. :

What George Bush is pronounc-
ing as his “new world order” is
actually a “new world machina-
tion” to use American force to
bludgeon those who stand in oppo-
sition to this Pax Americana.
Furthermore, it is a geo-political

arrangement drawing on the huge -

surpluses of Arab petro-dollars to
finance the scheme, to manipulate
those numerous institutions and
individualsready to cheerlead (and
to co-opt those who are not), as
well as to massively propagandize
the general public both in the
Western and Arab worlds.

What we are living through in
these dark daysis nothing less than
a conspiracy of historic propor-
tions — American volunteers will
be used to fight and die, Western
advanced technology will be used
todestroy and repress, and the petro
regimes will keep the aspirations

1oftheirown peoplesin check while

BEHIND THE GULF WAR

pocketing part of the region's
wealthandrecyclinganeven larger
part back to Western banks and
institutions.
The Manipulation Of
Iraq

Hard and irrefutable evidence is
difficult to come by of course. But
many of the best experis on the
region, and in the region, have
beendiscussing among themselves
that this war with Iraq could well
be something that the U.S. and
Israel have manipulated, rather than
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simply a response to Iraq’s take-
over of Kuwait.

There is considerable circum-
stantial evidence to bulttress this
thesis. Furthermore, the very his-
tory of American, European and
Israeli involvement in Arab affairs
lands substantial credibility to what
facts and linkages do exist.

For years, in fact, the U.S. has
been purposefully causing tension
between Kuwait and Iraq by en-
couraging Kuwaiti support for oil
price and supply policies contrary
to Iraqi interests and needs.

In the days before the Iraqi
takeover of Kuwait, not only did
the U.S. specifically signal Saddam
Hussein that there would be no
major American response but, at
the same time, Washington was
also attempting to pressure the
Kuwaitis to take American troops
within their own territory.

Then, in the immediate days
following August 2nd, the U.S.
specifically turned away Iragi at-
tempts to reach a political settle-
ment, undermined an attempt by
the Arab League to find an “Arab
solution,” and turmed away even
long-time American friends like
King Hussein of Jordan who came
to argue for their own version of a

reaction from the White House was
only to cover themselves for pub-
lic relations purposes. At no mo-
ment did Washington show any
serious interest in a real political
settlement.

In short, Saddam Hussein never
really was givenachoice by George
Bush other than that of complete
humiliation followed by the like-
lihood of an ongoing embargo and
afuture attack by Israel. Of course,
in retrospect, he could have played
his cards better than the did —
that’s always the case though.

But the currently available evi-
dence actually points to attempts
to put Saddam up against the wall
and refuse to give him a way out.
It’s almost as if the psychological
profiles available to Western
leaders about Saddam were used
not to find a way to make a deal
with him, but rather to find a way
to entrap him and force him to dig
in.

The Israeli And Saudi
Connections

In one were to do a statistical
correlation between who are
Israel’s long-time supporters and
apologists in Washington and who
has been beating the war drums the

that all foreign forces will be leav-
ing when this crisis isover; but this
crisis isn’t going to be over for a
very long time.

‘What is most likely at this point
is that substantial American mili-
tary forces will be placed in “lib-
erated” Kuwait, a great deal of
military - equipment will be
prepositioned for any future con-
flict, and covert American assis-
tance to Gulf regimes will be sub-
stantially heightened into the
foreseeable future, If the US.,
Saudis and Kuwaitis fully get their
way, these American forces are
likely to be legitimized by some
kind of U.N. and/or Arab presence
as well.

In return, the American-spon-
sored regimes will do America's
bidding in the region even more
than in the past, including provid-
ing ever greater amounts of both
oil and petrodollars on terms fa-
vorable to American interests.
Furthermore, the entire Gulf will
favor American, and to a far lesser
extent, British economic interests
in opposition to those of Germany
and Japan.

For the Palestinians, further at-
tempts to foistanother Camp David
type arrangement on them can be

might, Israeli manipulation, Arab
petro money, Soviet collapse, and
European acquiescence, a new
world arrangement, but not a new
world order, is being born.

For some time to come the
Middle East region is likely to be
the dominant theater of conflict
between Westem imperial interests
and third world concems; between
the terribly corrupted outlooks of
the region’s rulers in opposition to
the basic aspirations of their sub-
jects; between those benefiting
from petro dollars and close links
to Washington and those suffering
from the same phenomena.

Whatever takes place in the next
few days the Arab street is sure to
be significantly radicalized in the
months and years ahead, Islamic
fundamentalism is sure to grow
deeper underground roots which
eventually with pushto the surface,
and the American military-indus-
trial establishment is sure to grasp
for greater resources and domi-
nance over life within our own
shores.

For us Americans, the continu-
ing misuse of our own national
resources will further escalate, our
victory in the Cold War notwith-
standing. Our streetsand our banks

different kind of new world order. _,_loudest for, the past few months, _predicted at this time._With con-__ continue to become less safe, our

For many months before Au-  the figure would be very high. -

- gust, of course, the Israelis and
their friends were already pushing

* and shoving to break the American
connection with Iraq. And then, it
was primarily Israel’s supporters
and political agents who began to
whip up sentiment for pushing
American forces into the Gulf and
attacking Iraq.

* ¢ Iraqi Attempts For
Political Settlement All
Rebuffed

Acrucial yetunreported attempt
by Iraq to reach a settlement took
place even before Secretary of
Defense Dick Cheney and Saudi
Ambassador Prince Bandar flew
to Riyadh to frighten King Fahd
into accepting whatat the time was
to be a small number of American
troops to protect the Kingdom
against a possible Iraqgi assault.

A wealthy well-connected Arab
businessman, then in London, was
repeatedly called by Iragi Foreign
Minister Tariq Aziz and told that if
he would approach his high-level
friends in Washington he could
tell them Iraq would consider
withdrawing from all but the two
strategic islands leading to the
Persian Gulf and the disputed
oilfieldin the north. Washington’s
reaction, at the highest levels next
to the President, was don't bother
us, we're not interested,

Various other attempts to find a
political way out were pursued by
N awhAnd
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Make no mistake about it, the
U.S. is now engaged in a war that
has been brought to us largely be-
cause of both the U.S.-Israeli alli-
ance and the U.S.-Saudi connec-
tion. It is furthermore a war which
Saudi Ambassador Prince Bandar,
representing the Saudi and Kuwaiti
Royal families and working in
tandem with many of Israel’s
supporters, has been even more
instrumental in bringing about than
havebeen Israeli officials. Bandar
seems to gloat in his new-found
influence, but to be unaware that
he is likely to get his way only so
long as he is allowed to by Wash-
ington and Tel Aviv. As an ex-
ample, Bandar's inability to push
through the massive arms sale an-
nounced by President Bush last
September, even under today's
circumstances, clearly shows the
limits of Bandar’s real influence.

No matter what various U.S.
officials have been saying, the
magnitude of U.S.-Israeli coordi-
nating — at both the political and
military level — has been very
substantial, in all likelihood un-
precedented. But the same is true
about the level of sophistication
used to pretend the relationship
has been otherwise.

What's likely Ahead

Little will return to what it was
before in the Middle East even
when the war with Iraq is over.

siderable new atiention focused on
the Palestinian issue, on Security
Council resolutions and on the
concept of an international peace
conference, the Israelis and
Americans will most likely act 10
defuse the situation through more
false initiatives.

In this context, a Camp David I
islikely tocome forward with what
will said to be Israeli concessions
to finally support previous
American ideas for elections in the
occupied territories leading to some
kind of autonomy discussions.
Such an approach is likely to be
accompanied by vague hints at
more o come down the road for
the Palestinians, but only if these
initial steps go forward smoothly.

It will all be another shame, of
course, but the PLO has proved
itself subseptible to such ploys in
the past, and the PLO will be sub-
stantially weaker incoming months
than it has been for a long time.

Meanwhile, instabilities
throughout the Middle East region
can be expected to show them-
selves in various forms, along with
periodic episodes of what the West
calls terrorism. Where this will all
end is impossible to predict. But
it's a pretty safe bet that the war
beginning now will have ramifica-
tions for a very long time to come,

The Struggles Ahead

The Middle East, sadly, has now
come of age. Through an unprec-
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political hypocrisy seems to know
no bounds, and our civil liberties
continue 1o erode as the national
security state further asserts control
over all of our lives — and futures,
The 1990s, it now seems, will
not be years of the peace dividend
and the rebuilding of America.
Instead, a new struggle for the soul
of our own country is before us.
And a new struggle for control
of the resources and aspirations of
the Arab world, coupled with an
associated clash between pro-
Western Americanmonarches and
dictators and those who desire to
expel Western colonial powers
from the region, is just beginning.

Pakistan Adds
5,000 Troops
To Gulf

Islamabad — Pakistan has be-
gun sending a further 5,000 troops
to the Gulf, to bring its contribu-
tion to the multinational force op-
posing Iraq up to the planned
10,000 men, a military spokesman
said.

Major-General Riaz Ullah, head
of the army public relations de-
partment, said the troops would
form an armored brigade, whose
heavy equipment would be pro-
vided by Saudi Arabia on their
amrival.

The first 5,000 Pakistani troops
sent to the Gulf between Septem-
ber and December have made up
an infantry brigade in the
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