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D T H E NEWS 

Soviet Jewish immigrants pull 
Israel to the right politically 

By Marie Bruzonsky 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - While Palesiinuins are 

c\penencing heightened confusion and depression 
uulching events unfold m the (iulf. the\ still nevertheless 
ding to ever\ possible scrap of hope wanting to convince 
ihemselves thiii their cause is not doomed. 

(*alesiinian intellectuals arc now busving themselves 
making analogies hetween the Iragi invasion of Kuwait 
and the Israeli iKcupaiion of themselves analogies 
which clearlv are laultv. incomplete, unclear, hut still 
analogies which offer some kind of hope. Why. 
Palestinians repeatedly ask. is the I S. responding to the 
iKVupalion of Kuwait in one way and to their own plight 
in another.' 

But while the intellectuals are preiKcupicd with such 
slogans and arguments, the realiiies ol the situation are 
such ihat the l*alesiinians arc heing slowly hut 
conlinualK crushed while the Israelis are constantly 
pushing forward. 

I wrote about this ominous reality last week m my 
column tilled "Saturdav Night Fever Jerusalem 
Stvlc." 

But even as I wrote the silutlton was dcienorating 
liidher and becoming even more dangerous as the 
escalating influx of Soviet Jews not only threatens to 
change (he demographic realities between Israel and the 
Palestinians especially in the Jerusalem area but 
also I S changing the political makeup. Within a few years 
there may be more than another million Jewish 
immigrants in the Holy laind nearly atlofihcm Soviet 
.lews •\nd meanwhile .Icwish intellectuals especially 
the fnu i lklli it«d. those who h i v c l h c most o p t i o o k ^ d 
in general those who are most interested in a "lusi" 
Iciiletnenl with the Palcximtans - arc leaving kraeffof 
the r S and Europe al an escalating pace. 

So while the world's U K U S I S on the Gulf and the 
likelihood of a historic battle that is taking on some 
charactc^^llc^ of an -Xrab civil war. the situation 
between Israel and the Palestinians continues to 
deteriorate and may be reaching a point of no return. 

Recently the popular l*alestinian -Nrabic weekly 
puhlished m .lertisalcm. Al-Bayadcr V S S I V J M . 

commissioned an opinion poll of Soviet lewish 
immigrants What it revealed is most disturbing 

Some percent ol recent Soviet lewish immigrams 
indicated that when thev tirst get a chance thev will vote 
tor right-wing Israeli parlies Indeed, thev veemtohavea 
icndencv to vole tor parlies even to theextremisi right ol 
I iVtid 

\boul 10 percx-nl support Rahbi Mcir Kahanc's racist 
Kach pariv which is purposelully verv active in building 
support among I I K - newcomers \noihcr -O*, indicate 
their general support lor other extremist parties 
advivating intransigent poheies itiward the Palestinians 

lo dale, less than .i hundred tluuisand Soviet Jews 
have come to Israel In previous years, ot course, the 
great maionty ol departing Soviet Jews prclerred not to 
come to Israel in the first place 

But during the past two vears the situation has 
changed, the gates ol the 1 ' S have elosat.and now the 
gre.it maiontv oi Soviet lews timi that thev have no 
other ehoice hut to go to Israel 

\ccordmg to \I-Buy.ider Vssivasi. il elections were 
held in Israel todav the intltience ol Nov K M I U W S would he 
to ,idd another 4 right-wing memhen. to the Kr.ieli 
Knesset Ihis in itsclt would makeit likelv that the I ikud 
would not onlv keep power hut more and more depend 
tor Its rule on parlies even more extreme than rtselt 

(.̂ uile obvioiislv then, it the situation continues lo 
evolve in this wav. in a lew vears ihe mllucnecol Soviet 
Jewish immigration on Israeli politics will be .1 maior 
swing toward even lurther extremist n.itionalist polities 

In ihe leceni opinion poll whtcli w.is conducted hv 
Jewish researchers Irom the Hebrew I mversnv m 
lemsalem and covered a loial ol I H)*i Soviet lewsot .ill 

ages seven questions were asked. Here arc the 
highlights 

What are the motives for your emigration? 

Ihe rea.sons were multiple in most cases resulting in 
the following answers. 4bS indicated Zionist ideology. 
2Vf family relations. K.V; mslahiliiy in the I 'SSRand 
77', fear ol anti-Scmitism 

Which party would you vote for? 

Right-wing: 

I ikud: 5 V , 
lehiva: I P , 
Kach ^ , 
Molcdci S', 

Left-Wing 

labor 1 5 ' , 
Agudat VIsrael I ' , 
I iberals: i'i 
Shmui: \'i 

,\nd when asked if thev were "right", "tett". or 
"center". 6 1 ' , said "right". 1 2 ' , ̂ ald ""lett". and 2 " * ' , said 
"center" 

Are you ready to give up the Occupied 
Territories? 

Opposed to all concessions: 5 S ' , 
JUlWKpan of terciloritb tor peace: I b ' i 
Return all ol lerntones tor peace "'. 
Noaipinion: l«'>- ' 

What kind of solution do you want for the 
Palestinians? 

\nnc\ation of territory uithoul the I'aiesiimans 2 1 ' , 
" I ransler" ot Palestinians out ot the territories: IK' , 
Annexation ol both land and people: IK',' 
Maintain the status qut> 1 1 ' , 
Fstablish J Palestinian le i 
Other solutions. 4 ' , 
No opinion 2 1 ' , 

Are you ready to settle in the territories? 

Ihose willing to settle now W , 
I hose wilting iti settle il given privileges I f ? ' ' , 
Not prepared to sciile 4 2 ' , 
No opinion 2 ' ' , 

Which country would vou have preferred to 
go to? 

I s \ r - , 
{ aiuda "i'< 
\iistralia 1 2 ' , 
I mope I J ' , 
Others I K ' , 
No opinion MY , 

How do you see the future of Jerusalem? 

I lined .iiul eiein.il capii.il ol I M . I C I ' . S ' , 

Divided h e M u e e i i iw.' i . i U v ^ 

Shaied hv i w ., peoples 
In lem . i lnm . i ! I 
No opinion 

Note: Hie reison given by Ihe researchers for so many 
-Soviet Jews being in favor of making .lerusalem an 
-internalional" eilv is because s,ivie!sthink of such acily . 
as one "exempt from taxes and customs, and this K what 
the S4)viels care about." 
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