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FLW rOrLLE dare dspire [0 nuving
a syndrome named for them, and u
was flattering to see a Jerusalem Post
editorial {see page 20 — Ed.] headed
“The Siegman Syndrome.™ It secms 10
me, however, that insofar as the term
syndrome conjures up a pathological
plienomenon, it may more appropn-
ately apply to the editorial itself.

What tnggered the editonal’s par-
oxysms were my comments in The
Jerusalem Post on the preteding Fri-
ddly. I said that, contrary to the sooth-
ing assurances brought here regularly
by American Jewish leaders to the
effect that, despite the increasing ten-
sions between this government and
the .S, administration, the funda-
mental ties between tie US. and
Israel remain unimpaired, it is in fact
those ties that are beginning to erode.
The editorial insists that Jewish lead-
ers have been “brutally frank™ in
their assessmeat of the situation, but
on the front page of that very same
day’s Post, Seymiwr Reich, chairman
of the Conference of Presidents of
Major American Jewish Orgamza-
nons, s quoted as taking issue with
me and insisting that “the fundamen-
tal relationship between the two
countsics is not unravelling.” So
much for brutal frankness.

A clue as to which of these two
conflicting assessownts is closer to the
mark is contauned in the findings of a
major poll, whose results appeared in
the New Yaork Times that very same
mormung. The poll finds overwhelm-
g evidence of significant erosion in
[srael’s position in American pubfic
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Mocking the messenger

opinion, and especially among opin
ion-shaping clites. Anyone who be-
beves these poll results have no im-
pact on the U.S. administration and
on the U.S, Congress lives in a fool's
parachse.

Wnat apparently infunates the edi-
torial writer most s that these critical
assessments are not limited to private
govern-
ment officials, but appear “on the
pages of the New York Times and in
The Jerusalem Post and on Israel
Television.” In fact, my assessment
was not expressed to the New York
Times, only 1o the Israeli media. Ap-
parently, The Post’s editonal has
reached the extraordinary conclusion
that Amernican Jews must not only
avoid expressing controversial opin-
ions in the U.S. but must also refrain
from any criticsm of Israeli govern-
mental policies - even while in Israel
- to Isracli atizens.

The editonal scems to dismiss the
credentials of Jewish leaders whose
opinions it does not ke, and urges
that lsraeli government ministers not
meet with them. That s strange ad-
vice from the only Israeli newspaper
that freely chooses to repart my views
under a twocotumn banner headline
- on its front page, with photograph.

DESPITE THE authoritative tone
assumed by the editorial in describing

Henry Siegman

American Jewish hfe, let me correct
several of the more egregious
mistakes:

C Far from having “no connection”
with the World Jewish Congress,
leaders of the American Jewish Con-
gress established the World Jewish
Congress, and for many years the
World Jewish Congress operated out
of one of the AJC's back offices. We
remain a constituent member of the
WIC.

[ The editorial speaks of AJC's
“meagre” membership. Of the three
Jeading nanonal Jewish defence agen-
aies in the LES., AJC's is the Jargest.
The American Jewish Committee has
asomewhat smaller membernship, and
the Anti-Defamation League is ool a
membership organization at all,

O When American lawyer Allan
Dershowitz coticized AJC idor its
mecting with Cardinal Glemp in Po-
land, he did not do so as an American
Jewish leader or a spokesman for
Amencan Jewry, bul as an attomey
representing a  particular client.
AJC's meeting with Cardinal Glemp
took place at the urging of the most
knowledgeable lsrach officals in-
volved in that situation and resuited

in Prime Minister Masowiecki's dear-
sion to use Poland as a transfer point
for Soviet Jews on their way to Isracl.
[] Probably most revealing of the
mindset of the editonal is its compan-
son of AJC to the anti-Zionist Coun-
al for Judaism, an entity whose anti-
Zionist attitudes were a major reason
for the creation of the AJC. The oth-

er major reason AJC came into being

nearly 75 years ago was 1o advocate
and lobby for a natiomal Jewish
homeland before the Leagne of Na-
tions. The AJC is unique wmong
American Jewash defence organiza-
tions, and support for the Zionist cn-
terprise is one of its explicit purposes,
enshrined in its constitution.

It is precisely because we take our
Zionist convictions seriously and be-
cause we have a long and consistent
history of Zionist and pro-lsrael ad-
vocacy in the U.S. that we speak out
when we belicve those Zionist prine-
ples to be jeopardized by a provincial,
ideologically rigid and  exclusivist
reading of the Jewish and Israch
situation.

Furthermore, because we are ot
scen as mundless cheerleaders, our
views arc taken more seriously by the
U.S. admunistration than those of
most other orgamzations. We op-
posed the ill-advised Helms Amend-
ment, intended underhandedly to
abort the U.S.-PLO dialogue, to the
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But it was the AJCs intervention with
the 11.S. adnunistzation to end the
dialogue afier the recent tervorist ac-
non on Tel Aviv's beaches that car-
ned the most weight. The same &
true of the stand we ook opposing
President Bush’s misguided refer-
ences to East Jerusalem and of our
oppasition to Yasser Arafat’s visit to
the U.S. to address the UN.

Thaose in lsrael who rush to discred-
it American Jewish organizations and
their Jeaders the moment they detect
disagreement should be aware of the
damage they do their own cause.
They cannot speak and write derisive-
ly of the allegedly undemocratic char-
acter of American Jewish life and of
its venality (it must come as a great
shock to Israehs that financial contn-
butions play a role in the leadership
of American Jewish organizations,
something that is of course unheard
of in Isracli pobtics!) without doing
themsclves lasting damage. I Amen-
can Jewish organizations and their
leaders are, as they say, undemocrat-
ic, unrepresentative and without -
fluence, there is surcly no reason why
a U.S. adminstration or the 1S
Congress shoutd pay any attention to
them.

These McCarthy-like polemics, un-
becorming 1o a democratic sociery and
particularly unscemly in newspapers
that observe mnimal journalistic
standards, may become self-fulfilling
prophecies.

The wriler is executive director of
the American Jewish Congress.
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ONE OF the most amorphous terms
o today’s Amencan lexicon is " Jew-
th leader.” Some earn this appeila-
ion legitimaiely, either by leading
ictive organizations with large
memberships, or heading pohitical
wtion and lobbying groups that
have shown concrete results in ar-
nculating the concerns of the Jewish
wmmunty. These leaders, like the
majority of the Jewish rank and file
in Amenca, proudly associare them-
wives with Israel 1n good times and
wad. They convey their cntical as-
sessment of Isracl’s policies and of
is relationship with the LS. 1o Is-
rach officials, privately and without
publicity. And they do not atiempl
o interfere in policy decisions which
iffect Israel’s security, knowing that
unly those whose lives are on the
line have the moral right to do so.
Their work has added immeasurably
0 Israel's standing and welfare, and
1as made possible the rescue of Jews
from other diasporas.
Unfortunately, there are others
who also call themselves leaders.
They have little background in Jew-
ish community activity or support
ior Isracl, but they have found that
sdmost anyone can buy his way to
the presidency of impressive-sound-
ing Jewish organizations. Some such
oresidencies go for as hittle as
325,000, which is considerably less

The Siegman syndrome_

than the price of a British peerage
and is sure to provide much more
exaitement. These “leaders™ can
then rub shoulders with the presi-
dent of Egyp1, the king of Jordan,
PLO leaders, Nelson Mandela and
others, all of whom are under the
sorely mistaken impression that ali
jet-setting Jewish “leadens™ have
inpact on American policies and ac-
cess 1o congressional pockets. Unul
recently, the [srael government con-
tributed to this delusion by permit-
ung such leaders free access 1o the
prime minister, which in turn gave

them entree to the cormidors of the-

U.S. Congress and the White
House. Admunistrations uniriendly
10 Istuel, sensing that these “lead-
e1s” can be easily manipulated, have
showered them with atiention in the
hope they will replace the real lead-
enship and help pressure Isracl.
Onc of the most deleterious of
Jewish orgamitations today is the
Amencan Jewish Congress. In the
past, it had 4 few articulate pro-
lsrael leaders, but it has now joired
the trendy bush-Israel crowd. Iis im-
pressive name — often confused with
that of the World Jewish Congress,
with which it has no connection — is
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rusleading. Its membership is mea-
gre — much of it acquired through
organized tour packages — and its
weight in the American Jewish com-
munity is insignificant. But it dis-
plays hurzpa ininverse relationtoits
mmportance. It has come out with
pretentious statements about what
Israel’s policies should be and at cne
ume aitempted to “mediate” be-
tween Lsrael and Jordan, an efion
which the [srael government was (00
timid to nip in the bud.

One of the AJC chapiers, num-
bering 1,200 members, disbanded
Jast March, stating: **'We are tired of
seeing those in the media who op-
pose Israel quoting our executive
director, Henry Siegman. The con-
stant public criticism of Israel... es-
pecially by the AJC, has resulted in
undue pressure on Israel 1o accept
terms that may jeopardize Isracl's
security... Policies such as AJCs
have led at Jeast in part to the presi-
dent’s recent statements concerning
Jerusalem.”

Indeed, the AJC's excussions into
high diplomacy are far from harm-
less. Alan Dershowitz, professor of
law at Harvard Upiversity and one

of the world’s leading human rights
lawyers, tells of the obstructive role
the AJC played in the “convenl al
Auschwitg” affair. After Jozef Car-
dipal Glemp blamed the Jews for
creating antiseminsm in Poland and
accused Rabbi Avi Weiss, who had
led the sit-in at the convent, of “hav-
ing set our to kill the nons”
Dershowitz demanded a retraction,
to which Glemp's emissanics agreed
in principle. But then the AJC lead-
ers rushed to meet with Glemp and,
according to Dershowitz, they not
only failed to critiaize the cardinal’s
antisemilic statements but agreed
with him that Rabbi Weiss contrib-
uted 10 antisemitism in Poland.
Siegman was quoted in the Solidan-
ty movement newspaper as having
“explained to Primate Glemp that
Rabbi Weiss acted destructively and
in an irresponsible manner.” Not
surprisingly, the cardial promptly
withdrew his offer tw retract. Six
weeks ago, Dershowitz vigorously
argued the case in the Polish Districe
Court. The presiding judge agreed
that Cardinal Glemp was not above

the law and should retract his outra- |

geous libel against Rabbi Weiss.
Without AJC's undermining nter-

ference, the retracuon would nave
come months ago.

Now, using swmilarly vindictive
Lingnage, Siegman accuses Amen-
can Jewish leadership of being
“reckless and irvesponsible™ for al-
legedly lying 1o Israelf leaders about
Israel’s standing in Amenca. Sieg-
man knows that those he has ac-
cused — the leadership of the Con-
ference of Presidenis of Major
Jevash Organizations - have made
special tnps to Isracl 10 give the
government their sober and brutally
irank assessment of the situation.
But those leaders have preferred 10
do it in private and not, as is the
wont of the AJC, on the pages of
The New York Times and The Jeru-
safem Post and on Israzl Television.
It may be that in accusing others of
prevaricaling in order to preserve
their close access to Shamur, Sieg-
man is expressing his frustration at

being personra Aon gruia at the prime

minister’s office. It can only be
hoped that all other mimsters wall
take their cue from the prime minis-
ter. Without access 10 the Israch

leadership, the likes of Henry Sieg-

man will be relegated 10 their nght-
tul place as true heirs 1o the late and
unlamented Council for Judaism,
the anti-Zionist, anti-Iszael orgiani-
zation assiduously shunned by all
proud Jews. |

»

FOLLOWING THE German victory 1a
he soccer workd-cup games, young ulira-
sationalists noted in German Cilics.
Four people were kifled and hundreds -
ocluding 54 policemen - were mjurcd.
The noters were particulady violent in
East Berlin. Waving Nazi-era tlags and
swmbols, singing Dewsschlund uber
Alles on the Unier den Linden und yell-
g antsemitic slogans, they altacked the
police and clashed with communist
groups. These were suner demonsira-
ons, 100, The football tnumph fed the
natonal euphona over the Girst sicps to-
wards the reunification of Germany
More flags were seen n public squares
than at any tme since Wordd War [ As
onc veteran German journalist put it,
“Today we lost the modesty which has
dharacterized us for 40 years.”
German naticnahsm s 100 closely as-
sociated with Nazism. sauscmitusm and
L= Halasaus for the woeenes from Berlin

USSR antisemitism

maay to Siberia, often with a xenophobic
and antisemitic toar. Even the great hero
of the Solidanty movemenl, Lech Wa-
lesa, found w necessary 1o gewile “the
Jews™ who opposed him. Nor is the phe-
nomenon rooted only in reawakencd na-
nonalism. Throughout the world, un-
adulierated, classical antiscmitism s no
loager camoutlaged as ann-Zionism.
has become Quasi-respectable, standard
fare. Some observers belicve st s more
vitulent and widespread than it was be-
fore the war.

Yet one must ditferentiate between
anlseminsm - no matter how virulent
and widespread - in a democracy, and
stale-sanclioned aniisemikism i non-
demoeranc regmes — o for no olher rea-
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gimes or ko “traditional” Russian antise-
mitism is immaterial. A floundering ship
of stale, dereriorating living conditions,
injuries 1o the national cgo inflicted by
the loss of empire, ethnic nvalnes, and
accumulating bittemess at the kader-
ships “betrayal” are classic breeding
grounds for scapegoating. For a while,
Stahin served the purpose, but now there
is 4 gencral realzauon that the havoc
must be blamed not on the aberration of
one monsirous figure bul on the “'sys-
1. Which, according 10 curvent anti-
semitic dogma, was wnpascd on the
country by Russia-hating Jews.

True, offikaal Sovicl antsenulism per
se was ended by Gorbachev in 1986, He
opened the gaies to emigration, im-
neaved 1elanons with Israel, promoted a
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tism and antisemilic organizations, Lasl
summer, he rejected a petition signed by
200 members of the Congress of People’s
Depuiies 10 discuss antisemitism. And
although armcle 74 of the Russian Crigm-
nal Code makes it a crime [0 sl up
national enmity and discord,” it has ney-
er been used 10 arrest antisemules InCit-
ing violence. Olliaal Communist Pany
publications, like the Komsomol month-
ly - organ of the Central Commitice of
the Communist Youth Organization —
still publish virulent antisemitic wntings
and cartcons in which Jews are depicred
as bloodthirsty murderers, disciples of
Stalin (!) and members of an internalon-
al cabal.

Perhaps most worrisome is ihe closé-
== 1 Carhachev of fascst-antisemitic
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children and elders in the occupied Arab
erritones’” - s now presecutor general
of the Sowviet Union. Valentin Rasputin,
4 noted writer and environinental leader
of the Movement [or the Preservation of
Lake Bakal, is 2 member of the new
Soviel Presidential Council and a dose
Gorbachev adviser. | ast Junuary he told
The New Yark Timeés: "1 think today
the Jews here should fedd cesponsible lor

the sin of having cartied out [the Bobshe: .

wik} revolution and for the shape that it
wok. They should fee) responsible lor
the 1error that existed duning the revolu-
ton. They played a large role and then
suili 1s great — both for the killing of God
and for that.”

lcomically, antseonuc groups which
habitaally refer 10 Jews as Judeo-Nazis
have adopied the Nazi Nuremberg Laws’
definition of “Jew™ (“All those who
have any Jewish blood. are marned or
have been married 10 JewsT). By the
defimtion the number of Jews in the
Sovict Umion may casily exceed 10 ml-
= TE deseceeanns seonomic condi-
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