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fnen Israel invaded Lebanon at a cost huge in lives and dollars and
ith the sad result that Israel ‘s northern border 1s far less secure
today then it was in 1982, the U.S5. tried to appear non—involved and
Tertainly non—approving.

Tet American Marines were soon to find themselves attempting to
keep the peace" while more and more appearing as Israel 's ally
trnpping up the Christian Fhalange government. At one point
Yashington even found itself reduced to pleading with Jerusalem to
delay withdrawal of Israeli forces from positions protecting the
larines near Beirut’'s airport.

n result, hundreds of Americans were killed; the U.S5. forced to
jithdraw in humiliation; Lebanon left to politically burn and now in
fhe process of becoming another Moslem, possibly Islamic, state.

fefore Israel ‘s invasion Americans were still welcome in Lebanon;
fow most are gone, the few remaining fearful. Before Israel’'s
nvasion there had been a well—-kept cease—fire on lsrael s northern
jorder for nearly a year; now there i1s more tension then ever and
Bomb shelters in Israel are being refurbished. Beftore Israel’'s
{nvasion Israel ‘s army was unified, most thought, in the cause of
dggressive defense; today the Army 1s confused, demoralized,
gmbittered.

4nd yet, since the summer of 1982 Israel has been rewarded by the
ffeagan Administration with the first ever strategic cooperation
Jgreement, the first ever free trade zone, a Voice of America

ransmitter, participation in Star Wars, and congratulations that
ther 3 years lIsraeli troops are finally leaving Lebanon though
fhreatening a "scortched earth policy" 1f anybody disturbs Israel’s
ranquility again.

aving created so much additional bitterness, misery and hatred, it
hould come as no surprise to see continuing, possibly escalating,
dqonflict. Yet America now has 1ts feet firmly planted in the

sraeli mud, endangering itself as Israel 's financier, arms merchant
gqnd guardian when Israel in fact needs a wise counselor cautioning
Hestraint and reconsideration.

o novelist would have i1magined such a senario as all this; naor
jould it have been imagined that the Arab world would be so divided
gainst itself and so impotent to even protest in a meaningtul way
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ﬁeyand occasional rhetorical challenges.

t home, the Reagan Administration is about to reward Israel further
or her militarism, her refusal to honor the Falestinian autonomy
rovisions of the Camp David Agreement, and the continuing

nnexation of Arab territories i1in the West Bank, Gaza Strip, the
alan Heights, and Jerusalem.

ﬁaw, on top of all this, and at a time of continuing budget slashing
:

ot only will Israel receive an unprecedented #3 billion 1n military
dssistance and economic aid for 1986 —— all now 1n grants whereas
pefore significant amounts were in the form of loans. On top the

nited States is about to reward Israel further with a two—-year
mergency aid package totalling another #1.5 billion.

fow can this be? How can American policy be so near—-sighted? How
tan Israel get so much while acting so badly? How can the U.S.
fontinually risk its own interests by cattering to those ot some
sraelis? The answers are mostly to be found i1n American politics.

flaving created a lobby of unprecedented strength, a lobby that can
lwist the fate of any Congressman or Senator who opposes 1ts will,
srael is in the drivers seat here even while badly divided at home.
dhat happened to President Reagan on his way to Bitburg Cemetery for

4 historic reconciliation is but an example of the power and
dhutzpah (a yiddish word roughly translated as "guts") of today’'s

Jewish lobby. Even Fresidents who have done so much for Israel are
jot immune to the wrath of the Jewish lobby.

hose who doubt this power or its persistent abuse should consult a
i}ew book being published this month by former 22-year Illinois
Jongressman Paul Findley, THEY DARE TO SPEAK QUT: PEOPLE AND
NSTITUTIONS CONFRONT ISRAEL'S LOBRBY. Based upon meticulous
fesearch, Findley documents time aftter time the influence and
factics of the now far—flung Jewish lobby on warping American
folitics in pursuit of Israeli interests.

Hindley, Fercy, Fulbright, McCloskey, Stevenson —— these are all
4mong a short list of names af those politicians who at times
4ttempted to stand up to the American Jewish lobby in the name of
&merican interests, peace, justice, and fairness toward the
falestinians.

The result, ever larger amounts of Jewish funds and Jewish activism
fuccessfully oppnsed each of their reelections. With Charles Fercy
Jefeat last November, at the very time he, like Fulbright before
Bim, was Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, the
jntimidation quotient of the Jewish lobby became awesome.

The much langer list of politicians in bed with the laobby needs
Jittle recitation. Suffice it to say that a Senator as thoughtful

¢n most other foreign policy matters as Christopher Dodd, went far
gqut of his way to say what was expected of him at the lobby’'s recent

4nnual conference here in Washington. And everyone remembers Gary
Jart ‘s prostitution in front of American Jewish groups during the
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ast Fresidential campaign —— so much so that a controversy broke
ut among American Jews themsel ves whether they were too visibly
ushy in forcing candidates to promise too much to I

gnother example. Just a few days ago Senator Bob Fackwood, Chairman
#f the i1mportant Senate Finance Committee, sent Israel shekels in a
f#lea for American dollars.

Like Israel," Packwood wrote, "I'm in a ‘tough +t+ight’® and need
fcommitted [1.e. Jewishl friends to come to my aid." Why the
bhekel? "First, it serves as a constant reminder that the security
bt our nation depends on the survival and future of our democratic
Llly in the Middie East. Second, because each time I see 1t, I am
feminded that Israel today ftaces an economic crisis of catastrophic
groportions..."

‘here 1s a yiddish expression for this too —— “Oyy Veh" (roughly
tanal atedd as "(Mh, oy God'")

he power of today s Jewish lobby, spearheaded by the American
srael Fublic Affairs Committee (AIPAC) under the leadership of
fxecutive Director Tom Dine, is such that even {former Fresidents
are not indicate oppaosition in public.

it last year 's conference on the Middie East at the Carter Center in
tlanta, Jimmy Carter was asked why he had such a difficult time
fursuing the Middle East policies ne and Secretary Vance came into

bffice promoting. In his rambling, confused answer —— for 1t is
gntrue that Jimmy Carter ever really understood the caore
firab-Israeli issues -—— he never dared to mention that the Jewish

obby and 1ts 1nfluence on Congress (he did mention Congress) was
Lhe primary reasan.

These contemporary American political realities need little further
gnalysis —— they speak loudly and tragically for themselves. And
he basic question about this predicament should no longer be
bvoided simply because the same lobby threatens "anti—-semitic" or
self-hating" accusations against anyone who guestions this
$ituation.

n a nutshell, what are tne costs and dangers when one special
Interest/ethnic group has such a stranglehold on 1ssues crucial tao
Aamerican foreign policy consideratiaons?

fmerican pluralism is predicated upon the free exchange of ideas and
Jelxefs. That many American Jdews wish to put forward their views on
batters of special concern to them is admirable; though their style
4nd tactics are coming under 1ncreasing guestion and scrutiny.

That the Jewish lobby warks tirelessly to deprive others of this
4ame right is the contradiction, evident but largely unspaoken.
findley’'s book, in fact, is the first time that the i1ssues have been
40 clearly raised and explained —— and 1t deserves widespread
Jttention — even though the lobby has already begun a campaign to
beriously limit the books circulation.




iareaver, there is also the unspoken reality that today s Jewlsh

obby —— really a comglaomeration aof interlocking organizations
dpearheaded and coordinated by AIFAC —— 1s very controversial within
the American Jewish communlty. There are major Jewish

jersonalities, ftor instance, who refuse to be assciated with today’s
WIFAC. One aof the most senior American Jewlish leaders once told me,
what AIFAC 1s doing 1s of great harm to both Israel and American
Jews and that’'s why I don’'t contribute or participste anymore.”

dictually, far less than half of American Jews belong to any of the |
bozens of organizations that together make up the Jewish lobby; a i
act the lobby attempts to keep guiet. Many of these uninvolved :
Jmerican Jews are not simply appathetic, they are simply opposed and i
nrepresented.

nere is, however, another very major problem i1n all this; and there
hould be no doubt 1t will indeed come back to haunt the United
Ptates 1n the future, possibly 1in a similar way to how American
4ttitudes taward Iran in the '50s and’ &0s finally backlashed
dgainst us 1n the "/Os.

dhereas decisions about America’s relationship with Israel are

argely matters of domestic American politics, the results greatly

4ffect American foreign relations. The price America 1s paying tfor

ts excessive and unprecedented one—-sidedness i1n the Middie East 1s

growing alientation throughout the region, a preciplitant decline 1n j
gmerican credibility, and the nurturing ot embryonic anti-American '
lentiments sure to grow as prospects for the the long—-sought

grab—Israeli peace further dim.

vividly recall drinks at Cairo’'s old Shepard Hotel with a young,
fiddle—class, American—educated, three-piece-suit Egyptian
RJusinessman who i1n terms of lifestyle and Westernized attitudes
4ould be firmly pro-American. Indeed, that ‘s haow things seemed for
dome time, until we had become trusted friends and an oapportunity to
fjalk politics. He raised his beer glass and quietly asked, "Do you
fealize how much American policies are created hatred tor your
ountry here?" This 1n the attermath of Camp David, Israel’s
nvasion of Lebanon, and the i1ntervention of American Marines on
srael ‘s behal+f.
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The laobby" no longer makes a secret of 1ts ambitions to forge an
gmerican—Israeli marriage and weaken American—Arab links. Just last
jonth, at the annual AIPAC Folicy Conference, Tom Dine boldly stated
{he goal.

Our objective" Dine said "is nothing short of a full-fledged
golitical , econovmic, and military alliance beltween the U.5. and
{srael."

That the U.5. during the years ot the Reagan Fresidentcy has already
4llowed itself ta be pulled far down the road toward this goal casts
4 significant pale over the future of American relations with the

drrab world.




insquided lsraeli complex of dominance and repression; not as
fautious supporter ot the right of the Jews to their own
n preventing Falestinian self—-determination.

'his 1s a burden former Fresidents have studiously avolded. It
fost future Fresidents very dearly.

Fﬂark A. Bruzaonsky is a writter and consultant on Middle East

hffairs and U.5. foreign policy in Washington, D.C. His column
‘WASHINGTON REFORT" appears twice monthly 1n this newspaper.

hmerica 1s now taking on 1tselt the historic burden of being seen
hot as peace—maker between Arabs and Jews, but as promoter of the

bel t—determination, but as imperial power using Israel as a military
hurrogate and regional strongman, and i1n the process collaborating

may




