
The U.S. Arab 
lobby now a 
force to be 
reckoned with 

A nw'days bcfitrc the U.S. Senaic recently endorsed the 
warplnncs sale to Saudi Arabia. Egypt and Israel, a unique 
event with con^ideiablc symbolic importance took place 
on ("apitol Hill. 
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l o h h \ the Conpte^^s 
I . . I the f i f . ! n m c the . f i c c M i i i n O h l . ' - I s rae l loW»y" ' 

vs.- >c ne -e f l i " - ! .-n -i ^ . . i j . . r i v i r e , - A m i m y t o l . l r t e 
A V H York Timr\ i n I V T S ch r . i i l y a l i e t l a k m p up hl^ )oh 

r c q u i i e d to d i a t r I h c si.i^ie wt lh an upstart A r a b 
ATiHMii m t o i i n i e i p i n ' I h i s s v m l i ' - i t s m reOertr w h a t l h r 
\-ui. ••nil irnirnal. »t> i< m » f o i l e v i r * o l the J e w i s h loWiy , 
I c o n . . I ' fuiidamcnt.-il shifts in a o n t h l e s and perccp- ' 
l ions • i t T a r d i n i : the A r a h l s t a c l i ronf l ic t 

" I we a i r t»ei MiTiin^ k n o w n as " ( h e A r a b lobby" 
N A A s fuTmrr presutent . Joe H a i o o O y . to ld this w n i c i 
l-isl - y r a i ago 

T h . m c h s t i l l unable to n w ^ i l i s c the 2 ' 6 - m i l l i o n Strong 
A r a h A m e r i c a n i-ommnfni> as A M ' A C ' e n l i s i s A m e r i c a n 
J e w s N . A A A h.is K l o s s f w c d in the past y e a i in to an 
r n i b t v o m c A r a b A m c r n a n n n t n l r i p a r t wl iose ac t iv i t ies 
•lie K ' g i r n i n g to he l e l i a m i in some quar te rs , i nc lud ing 
l l . f W h i l e MiHisc. a p p K e i a l e . ) 

• 1 be voice ot the A r a b s is h c a i d more c lear ly in the 
c o i n - h i f s o l power toi t . i \ . '" a recent lohhy c o m p a r i s o n in 
Aileiniif map a/ ine conc luded " B u t their lobby r ema ins a 
d i sL in t second lo I s i a . l s w h e n it c o m e s to s i r e , eff i -
c i en . •. and fire power 

I J i m i i r the v-cry d ;ns of the * i e n a i e s h i s i o i i c debate o n 
the a i m s packape in e a i l y M a y . both N A A A and 
A I I ' A t held l l i c i i annua l m e m h c E s l i i p conferences . 
( o t i i i . i s i s be tween the t w o lobby ing groups were s i n k -

AMERICA'S Arab lobby has 
blossomed into an ellectiee 
counter-balance lo the pow-
erlul Israeli lobby and its 
activities are beginning to 
be felt and appreciated. 
Marti A. Bruronstty analyses 
Its success story. 

NAAA S Public Affairs Direcli" Jotin Ftii fiardsou 
addressing a meet ng as loi mer NAAA President Joe 

Baroody looks on 

Pitted against the powerful Jewish body... 

inply i i v ih l e 

Politically 
astute 

I ot N A A it wa*««il> l is Mailt i i nn i i a l t i m v e n t i o n . H e l d 
c v e i v othei y r a i H I ttavitinglon. I h r \Mc o l this year s 
g m l i r i m g was P i K s h u i g h , r c n . r s v l y a n i a W i t h fewer 
than , ' I H M . memb. i s , .ml» V M i of w h o m i s s e m U e d in 
r t l t s b i i r c h N A A A s grass „ « , i s w.K-ful ly I h m M m e 

" " I m l > , - N A A A - y m e r r l w r s h i p l.nte?ty--of 
I rlrtiiH-se C h t o i w i . a n e r ^ r y is p o l i l i c a l l y o r m e r v a -
l o e itml r j i h c t « m v . ) t l . t U K « | , d about l l . c Washi i i f t ion 
MCIK 

W n . t r N A A A ' I . r nVrsh .p a n d s t a l l a i r c o n s i d r r a H v 
r rwr - o . * i K T i l l y a s i i i l e . J . d i n R i r ha tds -m fel l it m-cr*sary 
t c wa r r s e n his if«»sr a i t r s f m ' - m b r r , that " if w r can' t 

de l iver ihrs r n n s l i i n r n c y for w h i c h w e y p e i k we re going 
l o look l i k e a pa i»ci tiger A I P A C is effective becmrsr 
w h e n M o r i i c A m . l a y testifies on the H i l l he has a c .msn 
tuency w bom he represent s and w h i c h w i l l hack h im up " 

B . i i n o d > a n d R i c h a r d s o n have been the t w o kev 
a rch t lec rs of N A A A ' s r ise U n l i t l ecenHv. N A A A hat 
p n m a r t l y been an e ia t to ia ie soc ia l d o b c o n o c n i i s i i n g 
more o n p iyous " h a f l i s " than bru ta l iealp<4ilik 

Sihortb after beci>ming ( i c s . d . u t in A p r i l 1077 . 
Bai tvNjy p i . i g c d the former r s c c i i t i v e director, M i c h a e l 
Saba Shor t ly after that he h u e d f i d i n R icha rdson w h o 
h a d been p r c s i d e n i of A m e i t c a n Near faasi Re l i c t A g r n 
cy , a P a l e s i i n i a n le l te f organisa t ion , for the new p u N i c 
r c l a i i o n s - l o b b y . s i posi t ion A n d Ih io i ig luni t his tenure . 
B a r o o d y d i i e c i c d nn eahaus l rve n ine-month search for 
an r c c c u i i v c d i rec tor a posi t ion redesigrred to handle 
mivafy o i g a n i s a t i n n a l a f l a i i s J e a n A h i n a d e t , a young , 
a n d r n e i g e i i c special is t in i n i i f - r u l i u r a l a . m m u n K a -
l ions W.O se lec ted at the P i t t sba igh meeltng I r o m a 
groMp of f ive fmnl i s i s , 

A K o l- irgely t h a n k s to Haroody s decisive leadersh ip . 
1MAA A has e s i a W i s h e d it sell i n a modest untc of offices 
arrd r a i v d Ms ope ta t inp budget beyund S R h M i l . O O ' 

W i t h v>n»c 70 t l delegates , A l P A f s annual policy 
c o o f c i c n i c w a s Ms lOth and was he ld , as a lways , w h c i c 
the power •< — W a s h i n g t o n W i t h about 10 t imes 
N A A A s mcmtM.-rshir, A I P A C is also uniquely able lo 
enl is t the e l torts o l dozens of w e l l -estatdished A m e i t ra i l 
J e w tsfi o i g a n i s a t i o n s , thei r s t a fU and I h c n m c m b e i s It s 
r e sea rch capab i l i t i e s and o iganisa twmal fact l i i ic* a te 
u n m a i r f i e d by any Wash t i i g ion l o i r i g n policy organisa 
t i on , Atlantic cond i i c fed that A I P A C . wi th an annua l 
budget m o u n d S R 2 « mdliort , cont inues lo create " a n 
impac t that o the r s c o u l d n<»i achieve wi th mi l l ions 

W h t h I h c N A A A conference w a s p a n i a l l v a n e a e r c i s e 

m pi i tdic r c U t K m s - - the Press w a s e a g e i h c tHtncd ar>d 

a l l fBeel^igs wcre" r>pen"- A T P A f s aftair was a hightv 

po l i t i c i sed u n u s u a l l y neerct gal t icr ing T h e Press wa< 

h a t r e d I r o m most scssMtns and o n h A I P A C members 

w e r e a l l o w e d to pass special securi ty guards 

feeding on pubhcuy and o p e r a i r s mttn a candidness 
bcrMlmg a po l iuca l group wb.»se ler^MiCs are on the 
u p s w i n g . A l P A C s l eade i s lnp , on rbr rwhcr hand, has 
d e s c k n i e d a i o m e w h a t pn ianou l vmon which neatly 
d iv ides the wor ld i n t o " we against i b m —"' they" being 
evervof te . P i e s s and P r e s i d r n i * i ryr i 'ded, but tbf hard 
co re a p p U u i I e r s of I s rae l i poltcics 

S ince A m i i s y ' s t a k e o y e i , A I P A C i J t o l d on the 
A m r ' i ( : .n*Jrwish cr.tn™...n.:. r , ,n br ismunTT-n ^ t h " f h r ~ 
i i » o r e . r e c e n t t 5 t u d | r a s p t » n I s rae l i pef rocC^- i t f l tHerhas 

m a i n r i i y support hut both n u i n t a i t amtryrj Ivy base 

ap|>eals lo en iu l i onahsm a n d (cat ami l o r ^ a c k pf any 

popul is t opposi t ion ' • ' 

Outrageous 
qualities 

It w 

reahi t . 

I . b f r e r e n r r beyond style reftecttng i l i c poh i i ca l 

. .cing I I I ' ' iwoci) i i i i>Cl inp lobbies N A A A t s s l d l 

A m i t a y h imsel f has become v-oiTff4eiely ina rc r ss iWe 
to the P ress . I h s abras ive pcrsonahr* and bcihgerent 
v i e w s have ea rned h im a l a t l i r i sHttsiei i cpu ta t ion 
H y m a n B o o k b i n d e r Wnsh ing ion regwesentalive of the 
A m e r i c a n J e w i s l i C o m m i i t r e , has urtkrated that A m i t a y 
" h a s pe r sona l qual i t ies wh ich a r t mceagcous and ve ry 
h a r m f u l l o I h r cause we a l l sha i c ' 

F v c n more cutt ing arc the recew public r emarks o f 
Sena tor A b r a h a m R i b i t u f f — A m « » v ' s (orntcr e m p -
k y y c i M e n t i o n i n g A I P A C bv name RibKrr f f told (he 
Walt Sttfri ir.urnaf that " t h e y do a grtal disservice to the 
U . S . . to I s r a e l and I n th r J e w i s h ewmmimrty, " U p o n 
bear ing of this slap in the face. A w w a v was said to be 
u n c o n i t o l l a M v enraged 

W i t h the cns i s felt by A m e r i c a n kewry in the w a k e o f 
I b e a i m s package sale, the opposi i i rw Ki A l P A C s lead
ersh ip at»d • l i i i i i i k s may h c o u n e L-w. v»f i - sp . ikcn and 
m a y come oui of the closet Stil t , t ie A m e r i c a n J e w i s h 
c o m m u n i t y has l i t l k tradMinn o l removing en t renched 
bureaucra t s O t h e r ol l ie ta ls ~ swril as the E i e c u t i v e 
D i r e c t o i o f the Prestdenis C o t i l e i r m c . Yehud . i H e l l -
m a n , w h o s e job It rs to Uybby thr » l n » e House — are 
wide ly d e s p i v d but n e v f r l h r l c w m power . T h u s 
A m i i a y ' s f r a s p may r e m a i n f i rm 

|Ti>nirally, many A m e r i c a n Jew^ w o u l d p r rvawly and 
mourn fu l ly agree that N A A A mat becsHne one of the 
p n n i a r y benebc ianes o l A m i t a v . eontiniting reign 
R t r h a r d s o n s c a l m , reavoncs) at t i iuacv arc so in contrast 
w « h A m i i a y ' s behind- lhe-scewev fiM-pounding 

approach that there is b o u n d to he an effect as issue after 
« s u c pits the t w o a g a m s i c a c h o i h r r F u r l h e r m o i r , wh i l e 
N A A A is r each ing o « i to embrace a Urge n e l w u r k 
wrthtn the W a s h i n g t o n scene . A I P A C Is increas ingly 
i i i m i n g i n w a r d l e fus ing to breathe (he new a tmosphere 

of " e r e n - h a n d e d n e s s ' 
I n course o f t ime A I P A T cou ld beconic the v i c t i m of 

ilv o w n inbreeding—MS tmec eapans i se base of s u f ^ i r t 
| f iUUiik lk r i ^ M i f d . E i i a a - a f j u i t . M i s h a-dey^lopnient may 

b y " w t lh v a r i o u s f i f i k t i o n s f>e ing 'd i so fce ( l " f ' i ( ^ ( i i , ^ lpAr 
without actually h a u n g to purge the o rgan i sa t ion of i ts 
leaders W o r l d J e w i s h r . m g i c s s Pres ident P h i l i p K l u t z 
n ick may have h a d srrcb thoughts in m i n d w h e n he s tated 
in a recent in t e rv iew " I i h m k the worst lohhies are those 
that become k n o w n as sucfi I lie best lobbies a i c the 
ones that do t h e n w o r k and don t beroirre ident i f ied " 

W i t h r eg i s t i a t ion as a lobbyist a few mon ths ago. 
N A A A ' s R i c h a r d s o n has inc rcas ing lv p v e n his m g a n i 
M i i n n the d c h g b i f u l task of act ing » ' A l P A C s nemes is 

N A A . A ' t e n t m n c e m i o the lobby ing game was bkst 
aymhol i sed last D e c e m b e r w i i h N A A A ' S c o - o ' d i n a t i o n 
of the first mee t ing be tween A r a b A m e r i c a n s and a n 
A m e r i c a n p i e s i d e n i T h e n came N A A A s major effort 
o n C a p i t o l I t i l l o n beha l f of the a n u s sale pack age w h i c h 
1 wrote about in 7 h e Saudi Ca:euc o n M a r c h 7g 

Incr rdoTMng (be sate . N A A A ind ica t ed ' t h a i m u c h of 
the o p p o s i l K m to the A r a b por t ion of the p roposed arms 
sale is an a t i e m p l to t h w a t i a shif i m A m e r i c t i n po l i t i ca l 
re la t ions m Ihc reg ion ra ther than (ear lor the m i l i t a r y 
i c c u n t y of I s r a e l " I t w a s a t n i t h l t i l def la t ion o f 
A l P A C s p r imary a r g u m e n t . A n d t ak ing a long l angc 
v i e w . N A A A added a ca l l for (he a d m i n t s i i a t i o r '" lo 
bu i ld into i t s M i n s po l i cy a schedule for s y s i e n i a i i i reduc
t ion in total t ransfers to the M i d ea<i n s r i a f i ' c - 1 0 year 
per iod and to seek c o m m i t m e n ' s f i o m ofhet major m a n 
u l a c i i n e r s to do to too " A w a i e o f congress jonal anx 
ie t ies about the e v c i - t n c t e a s i n g A m e r i c a n role as a rms 
a r sena l , i i w a s an i m a g i n a l i s c a n d c red ib i l i ty bu i ld ing 
s tep 

N A A A ' s most r c e e n l m . i j o t ^ e f t o r r i n v o l w r x a-cTinr t 
chal lenge to Wrxrk A w w i i c a n a rms l o I s rae l dnt i l I s i a e l 
comple i ' - ly w t t h d i a w s f r o m Sou the rn LebatMui T I H " 
su i t , f i led in U S i b s t i i n < o u n on M a y I I . names 
S e c r e b - y of State C y i u s S 'anre and the I ' . S govern-
m e n l as defendants I t s eeks a halt lo a l l f i i r l h r r a i m s 

^ «h. c . unJ i sales ( I I d c l o e o e s un t i l i . i . i e i ' v 
t ions i tnd'- i wj i i c i i ii i e i c o - « i i i r iu b " ' < w a 
mg I s r a e l hack aciosv , i i M.„ia--M> b - d e i W i t h K r * c l 
n n * ptedged o. do s.-. •' IN .•u ' 'keb Me N A A A .v. I I . H ) 
e v e n if it shou ld . u m v e m Mit l o i i i l s , w i l l ha ,^ . 
c l t e n K m h c i e (no N A A A !• j s p n i I s . a c U u i tw.o-r 
i h c i e fit v ig i lan t a u d c a p r b i c opp>>reiiis able i - t s i . * . „ | 
the A m e r i c a n U g a l and p. rtMis al systems i n t h w a i l 1st tv 
* - ^ ' » t i ^ ^ , . „ , 

T h e r e •> h i u t i t j i u in W a s h m g i n i . that the arm-. p » . k 
age d c l c a l may m a 4 c A ) P A < f s e r more d c l c r n u n r d t n 
p i o s c Mseil in ttic next lew les t su t s l i e n g l h on Mir I H I 

M i d - e a s i p n i x y l ea l ly o i m : « (h iwn lo a l esa o f 
s t i e n g l h in Wad t . ng ioB U ' v , , i , i ; . r W l n l ' H . " - s r a n d 
the I s r a e l , lohhy," ( I„.M,O>: \. . r . . ,e '.f, '(.tor . . i b i m w i s i 
l o seph M-o-eh mned w h e n ( , r i r , h r c a m e p r r s i . » - n i 
" T l i e lobby h a « w o >• t lou i ids - i n i c Ihc days of L v n 
d o n J o h n s o n Whi< |, w i l l w in ihi- new l o m i d , ' It w . t l i w - a 
r an in - r i i np tost i4 f u " - . • p s l o . c a l s k i l l and s i i - n r * h " 

T f : the s . i rpi tse ••( in : i t ' \ , < -tiiei ha* w on a big irMnod 
B u t the M a l test nf h i - Bbih t -c i be wl ie thcr h* 
enl i s t the f ongtcss in ' u p i u K irf hiv o s c i . i l l p e a c 'mn 
l ine now be inc ( o n n i i U i s d ' o i (-iibht p r c M n i - t u m 
w i t h i n a lew i iumths and I v h i n d an A m e r i c a n s t i a a r g y 
for n i i d g i n B l h t j . a f l K " I - a s c r p i . i 1 Here i s r o n s i d e w b l e 
doubt thai ( arte I S a i m s - i c i o i y p o i i r u d s d e l h i o 
o l i h ^ stilt p o i - n t J e w i s h U.bbv l . i such an c x l e i i l 

Greatest 
anxiety 

f>ne e a H y xign o l adnunis i ia t i '< ' i squgamishness r w m e 
n few d a y s a l ter i h . V n a . < so le w l k - i i \ K C P r e v w l e n f 
M o n d a k addressed the A m ' - n f a n J c w i d i C o n g i c s s Me 
de l e t ed b o m his p t c p k i c d text the s i i i . -me i t t l h a i 
A m e n c a " ' • ' c o m m t m c n i ' t.- I w c i I ) w i l l neser I v p » " p 
e r iy de f ined by a single - H r -onol i l l i i t l obby " D o i n e s j u 
pofMicat conskle i iTt io i l s appmcnt ly ..-au'.cd M o n - i a * ; l o 
feet r o n r t i ; i i n e d kbotii p u h l . 'ly ( U o m H i n c i i i p e . - n wt 
d ip t»s - .« i . . - p l . r . t f r wha t has K f c o m y g p m s t J W l l B ^ i r r _ 
Mouse l e b a . n 

O n e o f the admin i s i rH i ion ' s g i r a l e s t a n o e l i e s is iluii 
• he J e w i s h ( o i n i n u n i i s w i l l • m i i p ' - i e l y y n - up on d i tc i i i 
and l u m i n w n r d s tt.r H e p u b i r au P a . l y A b e . . . I s i i . c 
H c p i i b h . - i i ' s a- r r . • a I v r r i . - ' i u c u p m b - • - s h 
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newspapers outbidding everyone m allegiance |o Israel 
Here too there is considernMc irony For Morris 
Amiiay, just two years ago. led the Jewish comnuinily in 
a major effort aiming at Ford's defeat and Carter's 
triumph. 

As for N A A A ' s importance rr this White House-
Jew ish lobby wrestling match, so Ct the going has been 
easy. "People are/ooHong foi an Arab point of view. It's 
great" Richardson leccntly cxdrimed. But N A A ' s 
clout will not become of rriajor significance until Arab 
Americans act upon the realisatscm that they are up 
against a commitment-far surpassmg tlien own. 

While N A A A men were entertained hy the Royal 
Jordanian Folk Troupe and dined by Alia Airlines. 
A l P A C leaders were hustling ivm congressional 
receptions and spent an aflernooa deluging congres 
sional offices with Imme-town cotrstiiuents. Whatever 
else one thinks of the Jewish iobSs. (he dedication of 
such a broad-based membership ts wid'-'y respected in 
Washington and remains complete.') uniiiaiched by that 
of N A A A . 

With Joe Baroody's resignation »rd Hisham ."iliarabi's 
tiection as N A A A picsiden!, theic ts, however, a sign of 
maturity. Baioody rcprcsciiicd a kind of Arab Wasp 
image — tic is a member of piomioeni Republican fam
ily and heads a public relations coaipany. Shai.abi. who 
holds an endowed chair in Arab Culture v. 
Georgetown University's Centre for Contemporary 
Arab Studies, is of Palestinian origm. He remains highly 
active in Palestinian intellectual and political circles and 
is editor of the well-iespeclcd inumal of Polestinf 
Smdies. Sharabi brings to N A A A a much more visible 
"Arab image " and probably a nur-c positive attitude 
towards the P L O than N A A A has been willing to 
express during the jinsi year. 

An interview with Dr Sharabi wHI appcai in the .Snudi 
Gazette later this month 


