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WASHINGTON — Sixteen years after the 
event, one former US Air Force enlisted 
man has come forward to "confess" his 
involvement in the 1967 war. 

According to this source who must re
main anonymous, he and eight other Am
erican photo reconnaissance personnel 
were flown to Israel's Negev desert on 4 
June 1967, just one day before Israel 
launched its devastating .attacks on Arab 
forces in what has heen described as the 
largest coordinated air attack ever under
taken in the Middle East. That attack set 
the stage for Israel's capture of East Jer
usalem and the West Bank, as well as the 
Golan Heights and the Sinai. 

The air force reconnaissance techni
cians were joined later that day at a des
erted airfield southeast of the large Israeli 
airbase at Beersheba by four US air force 
R F 4 C jets, modified versions of F-4 
phantom jet fighters, flown by US air 
force pilots. The camouflaged jets were 
painted over with Israeli markings — Is
raeli air force tail numbers and a white 
Star of David on a blue background on the 
rear fuselage. 

Beginning on S June, the day of Israel's 
attack, these American planes and per
sonnel were used in coordination with the 
Israeli military to provide, v^at the 
source terms "incredibly useful" damage 
assessment and battle formation informa
tion to the Israelis, allowing them to have 
considerable reconnaissance informa
tion they otherwise could not have ob
tained on their own. 

According to the American airman, Is
raelis actually ran the cameras and com
munications gear flying in the backseats 
of the twin-seat RF4Cs. Back at the base. 
American technicians worked closely with 
the Israelis, though the Israelis themsel
ves did all of the photo interpretation of 
the film which was brought back. But the 
pilots, the planes, and the ground techni
cians were all part of the US air force. 

Sophisticated reconnalssaace 
This entire effort was necessary, ac

cording to the former airman, because 

Former airman s a y s . i:; ?. ,tr-:r, 

American planes, personnel 
aided Israel in 1967 war 

middle e a s t 

" U S Air force Jets were camoaflaged with Israeli markings to perform reconnaiss
ance operations for I s r a e l " 

the Israelis did not have the capability or 
equipment at ttiat time to attempt such so
phisticated reconnaissance operations on 
their own. The American RF4Cs were 
equipped with highly sophisticated and 
highly secret cameras including forward 
and side-looking radar In addition, only 
the American planes were able to fly at 
night and -were fully equipped with in
frared facilities to trace movements of 
Arab troops and armour. In effect, the 
American military personnel were sent on 
a secret spy mission working with the Is
raeli military against the Arabs. 

T h e airman who is the somce of this 
story says that he and the 8 other Ameri - ' 

Israeli lobby attempts to 
U1 

can reconnaissance experts who were in
volved in this secret mission were roused 
from their sleep on 4 June and told they 
were going to Moron. Spain for a training 
exercise. They were all with the 1 7th Tac
tical Reconnaissance Squadron of the 
66th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing based 
at Upper Hcyford. outside Oxford, in 
England 

But when they got to Moron they were 
told they were bieing ordered to go to Is
rael on a secret mission to provide support 

. for the Israelis. They were also told it was 
top secret and they must never discuss 
what they were about to participate in. 
They were issued civilian passports and 
given manuals in plastic binders printed 
by A e r o - T e c h C o r p o r a t i o n o f D a l l a s - F o r t 
W o r t h . T e x a s I f a n y t h i n g w e n t w r o n g , 
t h e y w e r e t o l d t o s a y o n l y tha t t h e y w e r e 
c i v i l i a n c o n t r a c t e m p l o y e e s h i r e d by the 
I s r a e l i g o v e r n m e n i T h e n l h c \ e x c h a n g e d 

. Iheir military c k H h i n g for p l a i n c i v i l i a n 
" Tatigucs. 

it is now being assumed by those who 

, U S airbase at TUmstein, XJermany, were 
• given similar instructions. Charges of 
direct American military participation in 
the 1967 war on Israel's side were made 
by some of the Arab governments at the 
time. But those charges were of direct 
American combat involvement, not photo 
reconnaissance which was in fact what 
the Israelis needed most. 

The charges of American military help 
with photo reconnaissance were first 
raised earlier this year by author Stephen 
Green in his new book "Tak ing sides: 
America's secret relations with a militant 
Israel" publihsed by Morrow in February 

i n the United States.and j^ow by Faber in 
England. It was Green, hoping to add.fur-; 
ther credibility to his book and increase 
sales, v^o orchestrated the recent private 
press interview with the former American 
airman who was one of his principal sour
ces. The interview took place last week 
with correspondents from CBS news. Un
ited Press International, and the Christian 
Science Monitor. 

Early in February NBC evening news did 
briefly mention the charges raised by 
Green's book — itself the result of more 
than 100 freedom of information requests 
and nearly three years of research effort 
by the author. And UPI did do a story on 
the book, focusing on these charges, at 
that time. But only now has Green been 
able to bring forward a live source who 
was a direct participant and seems fully 
credible. 

Author Green feels that the Israelis did 
not need even the American photo recon
naissance help to win the six-day war. 
But. he writes, it did substantially help 
them to achieve "certain territorial ob
jectives within a very finite, limited 
t ime." The American night reconnaiss
ance on 8 and 9 June. Green says, made 
it possible for the Israeli military to •ac
curately assess the Jordanian and Eg>T-
lian strength that remained and thus faci
litated decisions about which units could 
be sent nonh to undertake the attack upon 
S>Tia. and exactly when these units could 
be safely moved." 

Green has concluded that the authoriza-
4ion for this use of American military per
sonnel must have come from President 
Lyndon Johnson and his National Security 
A d v i s e r W a l t R o s t o w . but SO far he has 
b e e n unable l o p r o v i d e any d i r e c t 
evidence, w tiocvcr authorized the m i s 
sion look tremendous risks. a e c o r U i n g to 
Green "At a lime t s t t c n A r a b s o l d i e r s 
and civilians were dying by the thousands 
undci an Israeli Wiir one can imagine the 
revenge that would have 
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