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"lose who say it w a s real ly S a d a t ' s f r i ends wt io d id h im in 
"press the under ly ing p r o b l e m s of the p o s t - C a m p Dav id 
"ivifonmenl in the Midd le E a s t . F o r S a d a t w a s be ing 
;'adually des t royed by his own C a m p D a v i d p a r t n e r s . In 
•eir various w a y s C a r t e r , B e g i n , a n d R e a g a n left h im 
: a n g i i n g — a v ic t im of their m y o p i a , l ack of r eso l ve , and 
;^rceptions of their own d o m e s t i c pol i t ica l s i tua t ions . 

There are a b u n d a n t s i g n s that S a d a t h a d begun to p a n -
n his last m o n t h s , a w a r e of h is p r e d i c a m e n t but unab le 

: (ind a way out. T h e bu l le ts f rom Mus l im f a n a t i c s — w h o 
•; doubt fancy t h e m s e l v e s both E g y p t i a n a n d A r a b pat r i -
: '5 -made it a c l e a n ki l l . 

01 course there c a n be no ce r ta in ty that had the 
peace" p rocess not d e g e n e r a t e d into an und i sgu i sab le 

iPiPiian-lsraeli d e a l and had I s rae l not r epea ted l y v io -
i'ed Arab honor in B a g h d a d , Be i ru t , on the W e s t B a n k , 
r j , 10 many in E g y p t , on the s t r ee t s of C a i r o , the e v e n t s 
"October 6 wou ld not h a v e o c c u r r e d . Bu t what c a n be 
•.id with some ce r ta in ty is that A m e r i c a n a n d Is rae l i pol i -
;«sand att i tudes in the w a k e of the M a r c h , 1979 , t rea ty 
I'ogressively w e a k e n e d S a d a t , f o r ced h im to r e p r e s s 
; sad segments of Egyp t i an soc ie ty , cut h im off f rom his 
iiural Arab a l l ies , and thus c r e a t e d a c l ima te c o n d u c i v e 
STiartrydom and f ana t i c i sm . 
Now Mubarak l a c e s the s a m e d i l e m m a s , but wi thout 

w i n g SucJut's author i ty . T l i e U . S . con f r on t s u MIdrtIo 
;i i i more torn by s o c i a l t ens ions a n d d iv ided by pol i t ica l 
•.siratlons. Is rae l f inds Itself on a c r u c i a l h inge on w h i c h 
v-nachem Begin c a n s w i n g I s r a e l ' s fu ture (and that of the 
•" re region) in the d i rec t ion of reconc i l i a t ion or t o w a r d 
ririiable ca tas t rophe . 

! will be many m o n t h s , if not y e a r s , be fo re the t rue 
r-'-Clion of M u b a r a k ' s Egyp t is k n o w n . S a d a t , it shou ld 
•'remembered, w a s f o r ced to feint a n d twist in the ear l y 
•ps before arr iv ing at the c o u r s e he in i t ia ted in J e r u s a l e m 
i.ri tour years ago las t mon th . He wou ld not h a v e been 
•eflobel Lau rea te of P e a c e had he not been the Hero of 
v October War . I n d e e d , it is l ikely that M u b a r a k ' s d i r e c -
•.0, as Sada t ' s , wil l be d i c t a ted by the f low of e v e n t s 
i'ler than by we l l - deve loped p l a n s . H e is k n o w n m o r e a s 
!• operator than a th inker , m o r e for h is s h r e w d n e s s in 
•.rdiing the Army a n d the b u r e a u c r a c y than for h is s t r a -
'vc concepts. 
Consequently, t o d a y ' s U . S . a n d Is rae l i po l i c ies a n d a t t i -

'.oes will help to de te rm ine M u b a r e k a n d E g y p t ' s fa te , a s 
« î as the final o u t c o m e of S a d a t ' s g r a n d g a m b l e . F o r 
;;,pi has fully e x h a u s t e d i ts f lexibi l i ty a n d m u c h of i ts 
•.''•ccniidence. It h a s gone a s far a s it c a n in nur tur ing a 

jce process that few be l i eved cou ld be a c c e l e r a t e d at 
> pace Sadat ins is ted w a s poss ib l e . Norma l i za t ion of 
' riions botworm Egyp t a n d I s rae l wil l con t i nue to be 
;>:ed publicly, but it m a y s imp ly f reeze in p l a c e or a t ro -

/ r if Ihe i nescapab le P a l e s t i n i a n i s s u e r e m a i n s s t a l e -
-i'ed 

America's p o s t a s s a s s i n a t i o n a t t e m p t s to b u t t r e s s 
•poi with d isplays of rhe to r i ca l t o u g h n e s s a n d mi l i tary 
:':«ess may provide marg ina l r e a s s u r a n c e s abou t U . S . 
- .K ie , but they hard ly s p e a k to E g y p t i a n a n d A r a b 
".•jpis about A m e r i c a ' s pol i t ical de te rm ina t i on a n d s o -

'.iicaiion. Under R e a g a n , U . S . M idd le E a s t po l icy h a s 
? " ! o n langled up in s imp l is t i c no t ions , fo remos t a m o n g 
•C 'CN IS thai of " s t r a t e g i c c o n s e n s u s . " Ye t ne i ther the 

S o v i e t Un ion nor L i b y a is ac tua l l y cha l l eng ing b a s i c A m e r ­
i can i n t e res t s in the reg ion r ight now, though it is c o n v e ­
nient to h a v e t h e s e wh ipp ing b o y s s o a s to avo id the m o r e 
i m m e d i a t e a n d f undamen ta l i s s u e ; how to a p p r o a c h a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e A r a b - I s r a e l i p e a c e , inc lud ing a fair s o l u ­
t ion of the P a l e s t i n i a n p r e d i c a m e n t . 

A coa l i t ion of m o d e r a t e A r a b s t a t e s is qu i te p r e p a r e d to 
fol low U . S . l e a d e r s h i p on s t ra teg i c m a t t e r s if A m e r i c a n 
pol i t ica l c red ib i l i ty is r e s t o r e d . Bu t not now , w h e n they 
p e r c e i v e A m e r i c a n insens i t iv i ty and i g n o r a n c e to be 
th rea ten ing their in terna l c o h e s i o n a n d w h a t r e m a i n s of 
p a n - A r a b honor . A n d if the U . S . w e r e l e s s hung up o n 
p ro tec t ing spec i f i c r e g i m e s in the n a m e of the f a l se g o d 
" s t a b i l i t y , " w e cou ld get on wi th the far m o r e diff icult t a s k 
of conso l i da t i ng s o c i a l , cu l tu ra l , po l i t ica l , a n d e c o n o m i c 
l i nks wi th the k e y s t a t e s of the reg ion , t r a n s c e n d i n g ind i ­
v idua l pe r sona l i t i e s . 

M u c h m o r e t r a n s p i r e d in the ' 7 0 s than the W e s t ' s 
u n e a s y d e p e n d e n c e on O P E C a n d the c rea t i on of pe t r o ­
do l lar power . A s A r a b s o c i e t i e s h a v e m a t u r e d a n d m o d ­
e r n i z e d , they h a v e m a d e d e e p psycho log i ca l a d j u s t m e n t s . 
C o e x i s t e n c e wi th I s rae l is no longer a he re t i ca l no t ion ; 
S a d a t w a s p resc i en t in pe rce i v ing that the conf l ic t w a s 
r ipe for reso lu t ion . Bu t the requ is i te cond i t i ons h a v e yet to 
be e s t a b l i s h e d . F r o m W a s h i n g t o n v is ion a n d c o u r a g e a r e 
r e q u i r e d , f rom I s rae l a n e w at t i tude toward the A r a b M i d ­
e a s t — n o t jus t t o w a r d Egyp t — a n d a w i l l i ngness to t h r a s h 
out a par t i t ion c o m p r o m i s e wi th Pa les t i n i an na t i ona l i s t s . 

A s for W a s h i n g t o n ' s r e c o r d thus far, J a m e s R e s t o n h a s 
hit the nai l on the t i ead ; T h e R e a g a n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s pe r ­
f o r m a n c e b o r d e r s on "d i p l oma t i c s c a n d a l . " 
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