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U S. at the Serwce of Imperlal Israel

“ByMARRA.‘BRUZONSKY

Soknguthepmryroled'ﬂs
Marines in Lebanon & o .support the
minority government of President Amin
Gemayel .and American policy makers
continue to defer 1o Ixraeli imperial ambi-

: tions, American diplomats, “peacekespers”

and interesiz will be under eontinuing
threat And if we attempt to escalate our
military involvement in today’s Lebanon—
thereby intervening tn a treacherous civil
war on the gide of the Falange and the
Maronites—we will find ourselves dragged

further inwo an endjus escalation of wvio-
lence.

Last year's Israeli invasion of Lebanon
bas altered the very character of Lebanon's
misery. lsraeli brutality, coupled to Ameri-
can acquiescence, transformed what had
been an inter- Arab battle. And there can be
no doubt that ft was, gt the least, an
American winlk that preceded the lsraeli
invasion It is American involvement which
today masks and legitimizes Israel’s hold on
southern Lebanon—even after israel’s pro-
tesiations last year that it would withdraw
quickly from all Lebanese territory. The
American-inspired “pesce treaty” tn Leba-
Don haz revealed fteelf as hardly more than
& granmient public relations fix through
‘which the current players in Washington

{ bhad hoped to buy time, and maybe even

sneak by next year's election.
The treaty could be termed a farce but for

 the magnitude of the dangers §i harbars.

Having st first enmpn'ed in lsrael's asser-
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eliective policy to stand up aguinst lsrael's

relentiess absorption of the West Bank (in'

complete violation of the Camp Devid
accords), the Reagan Administration has
acted meekly at best; some would my

“eontemptuously, others duplicitously.

* Facing the chaice of confraonting lsrael or
manufacturing a filse diplomatic success,
Secretary of Sute George P. Shultrchose an
fllusory peace to real dlplcm.lcy While
Ixrae] bedgered Gemayel's frail govern-
ment-under-occupation, Shultz sweet-

_ talked the Lebanese and soothed the

dlready-willing 1sraelis into a peace of allies,
totally peglecting lsrael’s actual enemies:
the Palestine Liberation Organization and
Syria. He made peace between thase who
had conspired in war (Washington, Jerusa-
Jem and the Falange) while attempting to
belittle those against whom the war-had
been fought (the Palestiniand and Syria).

. Bhultz sold this peeudo-peace as a signifi-
cant American accomplishment, tart all the
while Lebanon suffers de facto partition, the
West Bank heads toward the point of no

yeturn, and a Syrian-lsraeli arms race

threatens 3 wider war. The Reagan Admin-

fstration has failed its responsibility to pugh
for full tmplementation of the Camp David
sceards, especially the "lettumne rights of
the Palestinian people.” It has been unable
to essert American national interests ahead
ol lsraeli fmperial designe. And it has
periously eroded American eredibility

throughout tbe Middle East wesakening 'u)
still indeterminate ways & number of key
client regimes.

There will be no peace for the Marines

“wpti] two basic, fpescapable tension: sre

squarely addressed First. Amin Gemayel's
Hmmt.e-}"nh.n,gt government will have o
be “encouraged” to finally reach an accom-
;. modation with Lebanon's predominant
" Muslim and Druze populatior. The hirorical
causes of the civil war can no jonger be
avoided. Second, the United States must
appreciate the jegitimate historical and
security interests that Syria has always had
in Lebanon. Syria ghould not simply be
threstened by an incressingly tense White
Hounse; like Israel R has legitimate concerns
that deserve consideration

There i now a 8esperate race between
American electoral politics and a Middle
East explosion that could topple one of our
major allies, or pit American-backed lera¢)],
the Falange-Maronite forces and a hostage
Marine detachment against Soviet-backed
Syria and s Druse /Muslim allies. .

President Reagan and Secretary Shulte
have brought us to this diplomatic fodl's
paradise. Why? Presumably, Shultz has
concluded that he eannot afford an adver-
parial relationthip with Isrse] because M
would drain 00 much energy. lsrae) origi-
pally dragged our Marines into Lebanon for
a S0-day period while the PLO withdrew,
Now, refusing o coordinate with the Lebe -
pese and aguinsl American pleading, izrael
ba: abandoned fta positions and the Lebes-
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Dese government i asking for an increased
Ilnnepraeneelnddeepuunnmmenltn

. their gide in the civil war.

“In truth, we are in ihe qe of the
hurricane, and we are impotent in our
pretense that the worst iz over. Lebanonis a
quagmire into which we must refuse to be
further drawn. While a war of unpredictable
megnitude might be,in preparation, while
the Camp Devid-trapped government of
Hoeni Mubarak quakes in Cairc, while King
Fahd writes letters of warning from Riyadh,
while Likud lsrsel his #0 overexiended
fteelf that it is stuck in Lebanon and heading
toward financiel defeult of f2 mascve
foreign debt—in the face of all thic the
Reagan Administration has begun eourting
electoral wuccess through diplomatic
aleights-of -hand.

In the Middle East, the American dinossur
(large body, small brain) has deferred to the
revizionist government in Jerusalem that is
tmplementing fls scheme for a grester
Isrze! —pblivious to the costs to Irrael's soul,
to the totality of the Jewish people and to
American and Wen:rn interests in the Arab
Middie EasL £

In a recent stay in Cairo, 1 found the mood
& mixture of depression, bitterness, anxety
and uglinesz toward American impotence
and leraeli belligerence. Sconer or later, it is
the United States which will pay. And the
price may make the “losz” of Iran seem
inzignificant.
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