LIRI AVNERI, Israeli publisher and leader of the
Shelli party, champions the Palestine cause in
Israel and believes a Palestine state is a funda-
mental element for peace in the Mid-east. He
publishes Ha'olam Hazeh (This World), a mass-
circulation weekly which has become a unique
Israeli institution.

Yesterday he discussed why Israeli intelligen-
tia is losing confidence in Begin's government.
Today he declares that Arafat has done a
remarkable job by creating a Palestine consen-
5US.-

BRUZONSKI: You have just written a
rather positive article about Ezer Weizman for
Der Spiegel. Why does someone like you who's
known for advocating Israeli withdrawal from
the occupied territories and creation of a Pales-
tinian state hope for Weizman to take over
from Begin? - : £

AVNERI: One has to start with the assump-
tion that there's not going to be a revolution in
Israel in the near future, that the programme
of my party, Shelli, has no chance of becoming
overn ght the majority opinion in Israel. And
therefore we are looking inside the existing
establishment for the best choice there is.

Now Weizman, 1o my mind, is now the best’
choice because he has undergone a transformation
since the Sadat visit. | would say that he is perhaps
the only one in Israeli government circles who really
grasped the historical significance of Sadat's visit,
who really understands the historical chance of

¢ THE AVNERI INTERVIEWY

A separate

peac

e won’'t

withstand

the test
of time.

for the Palestinian problem

achieving peace. This is sincere
with Weizman,

I'm quite convinced this is neither a
tactical thing nor a transient thing.
This is a profound change in Weiz-
man's attitudes. For him today the
achievement of peace is the main
point. And I think all other points are
to him today secondary. That doesn't
mean he will embrace our opinions.
But it means that he will, | believe, do
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I do not believe that a separate

with which the Palestinians can live,

® s there a solution short of & Pales-
tinlan state?

W [ don't think so. | think a Palesti-
nian staie is the solution. And | belicve
it's a good solution for Israel. This is
heretical in Israel to most people, but
by no means to all people including 1o,
some people in official circles...

in the end what is necessary to acheve
peace.
® Which brings up ¥ question what
are Egypt's minlmum gbals, whil is the
bottom line for Fgypt in making a set-
Uement just supposing there was a
Weizman negotisting with Sadat?
M Esactli Mokt baows for sure 1

Isracli-Egyptian peace is valuable in
the long-term or that it's in Israel's
interests to have a separate peace. |
don't believe in this at all. - , ..a :

"1 BelieVe that it's in the intersts ofs
Israel to utilise the present situation in
order to get a gencral solution. Inthis |
am a heretic in Isracl because the gen-

@ That's interesting. Who in Israel is
im favour of a Palestinian state assum-
ing that you will be able to find Palesti-
minas to talk to and to work out security
rrangements with?

Element

the radicalisation process of the Pales-
tinian people. |

Once they have achieved a
minimum state in which they can live
and solve their problems they will have
an interest, like every people in the
world, to safeguard their national
imstitutions and their national identity
This will be a normalisation not only
of the Palestinian people but also a
normalisation of Israel and a normali-
sation of the status quo in general.

@ How many Knessel members, not
mentioning names, do you think could
be brought to favour creution of a
Palestinian state?

m Depends when. Today, there has
been such a demonology created
around the PLO and the idea of a
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association of terrorism and the idea of
the liquidation of Israel. Then they
would be able to advocate a Palesti-
nian state.

1 sec this more in terms ol a process
than in terms of who today supports
what. If you imagine for a minute that
Yasser Aralat lor example would or
could do something equal to what
Sadat has been doing, then you must
assume that in the same way as Sadat
has totally changed Isracli opinion
about Israel-Egyptian peace practi-
“cally overnight, the same could hap-
pen, and probably would happen,
vis-a-vis.the Palestinian-lsraeli peace
idea. :

@ You were oae of the Israclis that
started meeting with the PLO in 1976,

of Yasser Arafat.

Lova looks at it from the Israeli side
only and thinks that if Arafat would
have done this or that he would have
made our job in Israch much easier.
And he s understandably angry at
Arafat for not domng these things

Butif you look at things objectively,
dispassionately, unemotionally, 1o
think what is the situation of the Pales-
tinian people, what is the situation of
the PLO. what is the situation of Fatah
inside the PLO and Arafat inside the
Fatah — if you take all these pracuical,
political things into consideratign you
cannot really criticise Arafat. -

A remarkable
iob done

ship 1a gespect to this achicvement

Of course, | could cniticise Aratat
mysel! very much if | look at things
purely from the point of view of the
lsrach peace movement. They have
not m.ude our jub easier. In tact their
actions have discredited us o a large
extent in Our Own country

And therefore 1tis easy to be bitter if
you think about these things i polit -
cal terms or in terms of your own polit-
ical interests without viewing the his-
torical process in which all personal
fortunes play a very minor role

| believe that it's very dilficult for
the PLO 10 do what we want them 1o
do. But it has to be done sooner or
later.

@ What is that specifically?

8 The PLO will have to achieve a
consensus which makes 1t possible for
its leadership to say that whatever the
historical circumstances were, what-
ever happened in this country, now it is
a fact that there are two peoples, two
nations, living 10 what use to be Pales-
une.

Neither of these two can remove the
other and therefore both of them have
to live with each other. They sbso-
lutely cannot live in the same state and
theretore there have 10 be two states
and therefore the national aspirations
of the Palestinian people will have 10
be realised in the framework of an
independent Palestiman national state
on the West Bank and Gara

Since this can only be achieved
agreement with Israel, direct contacts
and peace negotiations will have to
happen sooner or later. Therefore if
they criucise Sadat they should make it
clear that they do not do so because he
recognises the fact of lyrael, and wants
to make peace, but because. as Pales-
tinians, they may think that Sadai
shouldn't have acted without the
Palestimans.

The guesnon then is, could Sadat
have acted with the Palestinians? They
did not really make it possible for
Sadat 1o start his negotiations with a
Palestinian partner.

So | think that they must make clear
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. are Egypt's minimuth gbals, whit is the
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® Exactly. Nobody knows for sure. If

Ezer Weizman could make a separate

peace with Egypt leaving the West

Bank in Israck hands he probably

would. But if Weizman comes to the

opinion that the West Bank cannot

remain in Isracl hands if he wants a

peace with Egypt he will become flexi-

bie on the West Bank and look for
solutions which 1o his mind saleguard

Isracli secunity while not keeping the

West Bank as Israchi territory.

A real
solution

This raises the question what will
Egypt really do, how far they are
“committed in not making a scparate
peace in practice as distinguished from
theory and rhetoric. That they are
looking for some statement of inten-
tions mn order 1o bring the West Bank
in theory into the framework of an
Egyptian-Israel peace treaty s clear.

The question s, is this enough, will
they be satishied with this or will they
really want to make an Israch-
Egyptian peace conditional on a real
solution for the West Bank and the
Palestinians?

1 hope they do because. as an Israeli,
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I do not believe that a separate
Israeli-Egyptian peace is valuable in
the long-term or that it's in Israel's
interests to have a separate peace. |
don't believe in this at allu- ... :

"1 belie¥e that it's in the intersts of*
Israel to utihise the present situation in
order to get a general solution. In this 1
am a heretic in Israel because the gen-
eral opinion is, of course, the opposite.
But I really do believe that I'm talking
about the interests of Israel here. It
would be stupid for Israel, | think, to
make a separate peace solving only
one thing, because this one thing will
not withstand the test of time il the
conflict itself 15 not hiquidated.

To put it in practical terms. Assum-
ing for a minute that we do achieve a
scparate peace but that the general
turmoil in the Arab world continues,
Can one really beliese that Egypt
could stand outside of this process, or
do we have 1o believe that Egypt will
be drawn into it sooner or later
whether it wants it or not.

Let's not forget that Egypt was
drawn into the whole thing in 1948
because as Arabs they could
not stand aside. All the pressures of
the Arab world are operating on Egypt
and in Egypt.

This will happen again, even il not
tomorrow. [t will happen in § years or
10 years — the whole thing will start
again

I beheve i1's in the interests of Isracl
to have a general peace. It's certainly
to my mind in Isracl’s interest to find a

solution for the Palestinian problem
with which the Palestinians can live.

@ s there a solution short of a Pales-
tinian state?

® 1don't think so. | think a Palesu-
nian state is the solution. And [ belicve
it's & good solution for Israel. This is
heretical in Isracl 1o most people, but
by no means to all people including to
some people in official arcles...

@ That's interesting. Who in Isreel is
im favour of a Palestinian state assum-
img that you will be able to find Palesti-
minas to talk to and to work out security
arrangements with?

Element
for security

® Without mentioning names | know
ot 2 or 3 extremely important Army
officers — present or past. Some of the

most important strategic thinkers
believe that this is the best solution for
Israel — that an independent state

which will have to saleguard its own
independetn interests will be bound to
be an element for peace in the Mid-
east and an element for secunty.

@ | sssume you are talking aboul
negotisting for such a state with Fatah?
# | mean astate in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip which | believe would have
to be negotiated with the PLO, which
means pra-ucally Arafat. And |
believe that such a state will terminate

the radicalisation process of the Pales-
timian people.

Once they have achieved a
minimum state in which they can Iine
and solve their problems they will have
an interest, like every people in the
world, to safeguard their natonal
institutions and their national identity.
This will be a normalisation not only
of the Palestinian people but also a
normalisation of Israel and a normali-
sation of the status quo in general.

@ How many Kpessel members, not
mentioning names, do you think could
be brought to favour crestion of a
Palestinian state?

@ Depends when, Today, there has
been such a demonology created
around the PLO and the idea of a
Palestinian state that very few people
would be willing publicly to admit that
they are in favour of it. Today you have
only the five communist members and
the two Shelli members
@ You will at & later date have one of
those Knesset seats of Shelli, won't
you?

@ Probably yes. And there are a small
number of people in Mapam and the
Labour party who would subscribe to
this half-heartedly today. But when
you speak with people seriously and
privately you find that therd are a
much greater number of people who
are open-minded about this, who say
that if the PLO really changes its pub-
lic stand it can make it possible for
people in Israel to mention the PLO
without immediately involving the

association of terronsm and the idea of
the liquidation of Israel. Then they
would be able to advocate a Palesti-
niansstate.

I see this more in terms of 4 process
than in terms of who today supports
what. If you imagme for a minute that
Yasser Aralat lor example would or
could do something equal to what
Sadat has been doing, then you must
assume that in the same way as Sadat
has totally changed lsracli opimon
about Isracl-Egypuan peace practi-

*gally overmight, the same could hap-
pen. and probably would happen,
vis-a-vis.the Palestinian-Israeli peace
idea. .

® You were one of the Israelis that
started mecting with the PLO in 1976.
Lova Eliav, the former secrelary gen-
eral of the Labour Party was another
and he now leels very negatively sbout
Arafat’s keadership of the PLO. He has
evea called him s “*petty, little man.""
What do you think about Arafst and
the present stale of the PLO?
& | started to have contact with the
PLO long before this. | had contacts
with the late Said Hammami in Lon-
don since late 1974, And of course for
me this was not the beginning ol some-
thing but the continuation of some-
thing because I've been in favour of a
state since 1948. In the 50s | drew up
and published a plan for a state.

Now with all respect of my friend
Lova, | don't think that he's an expert
on the Palestiman gquestion. | think he
doesn’t realise the terms of reference

“of Yasser Arafat.

Losa looks at it from the Israeli side
only and thinks that if Aratat would
have done this or that he would have
made our job in Israeh much easier
And he 1s understundably angry at
Arafat for not doing these things.

But if you look at things objectively,
dispassionately, unemotionally, 10
think what is the situation of the Pales-
tinian people, what is the situation of
the PLO. what is the situation of Fatah
inside the PLO and Arafat inside the
Fatah — if you take all these practical,
political things into consideration you
cannot really criticise Arafat. -

A remarkable
job done

I think he's done a remarkable job
as 8 person who has created some kind
of Palestinian crnasensus in the most
incredible circumstances. And he has
further been up against the manoeus r-
ing of all the Arab states, each one of
who has promoted a different section
of the Palestinian people in order to
achieve different aims.

Holding things together is a remark-
able achievement. Surviving as the
leader of this consensus for such a long
time is a remarkable achievement too.
And of course for the Palestinian peo-
ple the consolidation or recognised
and accepted national institutions in
the situation they are in is such an
important and overwhelming thing
that one has first of all to judge leader-
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Since this can only be achieved in
agreement with Israel, direct contacts
and peace negotiations will have 1o
happen sooner or later. Therefore if
they criticise Sadat they should make it
clear that they do not do so because he
recogmises the lact of Israel, and wanty
10 make peace, but because, as Pales.
tumians, they may think that Sadat
shouldn't have acted without the
Palestinians.

The question then is, could Sadat
have acted with the Palestinians? They
did not reully make it possible for
Sadat 1o start his negotiations with a
Palestinian partner.

So | think that they must make clear
in the most unequivocal terms that the
historical objective of preventing
Isracl from coming into being and then
to destroy Israel is not relauve any-
more and has to be openly abandoned
and a new objective adopted.

This is not easy. I'm extremely con-
scious of the fact that this is a most
difficult thing to do for any nation,
especially for a nation in a situation ol
dispersal as the Palestimians. But
sooner or later it has to be done. And |
hope it will be sooner.
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