
THE creation ol a Palestinian stale. Israeli pubiislier and political 

activist Uri Avneri believes "will terminate the radicatisalion process ol 

the Palestinian people." 

Since 1948 Avneri has advocated the two-state solution to the 

tsraeti'Palestinian confrontation, in 1950 he purchased a then family 

magatina, Haolum Ilnzeh (This World), and turned if into a unique 

Israeli institution. Today this weetity is a combination mass-circulation 

jnews-magazine combined with a forum for aggressive political esposes 

'of economic and polilical corruption, lla'olam llazeh has also become 

the champion of the Palestinian cause in Israel. 

Avneri established contact with senior PLO officials as early as 1974, 

the year when the PLO's posture began noticeably to shift toward the 

Itwo-state approach. He became one of the leaders in the Israeli Council 

for Israeli-Palestinian Peace which established official contact with the 

PLO In mid-1976 and whose members often reported to then Prime 

lAinister Rabin. 

In lAarch 1977 Avneri helped create the Shelli party which gained two 

teats in the May 1977 elections. As the third candidate on Shelli's list, 

Avneri will return to the Knesset later this term under a rotational 

scheme adopted by the party. When he was last in the Knesset, from 

1965 through 1973, he was a troublesome political thorn irritating the 

Israeli establishment. 

Avneri's polilical insights are respected even by his acknowledged 

enemies. Attesting to his perceptive commentaries, Germany's most 

popular weekly, Der Spiegel, has leatured Avneri's articles on both 

Menachem Begin and Erer Weirman this year. Here he answers the 

questions ot Mark Bruzonsky, Washington Correspondent ot tl\t Saudi 
Gazelle. 

B R L Z O N S K Y • How do you 

characterise Israel's political 

environment today'.* What is 

the strength of Likud and of the 

Labour party? 

A V N E R I • Begin has lost the 

confidence of the iipper-cluss 

in Israel , by which I mean the 

well-educated, established 

people. These people are 

becoming extremely dis i l 

lusioned by Begin — not only 

by his politics, but also by his 

personality. 

T h i s by the way. linds ils statistical 
expression in public opiiimn polls 
where Begin, while still coniiiiuntting a 
great majority, is steadily declining. 
T h e populatity ruling ot Dayaii as 

By M A R K 
B R U Z O N S K Y 

A s long as things go on as is — 
there's no rca! American pressure, and 
people still are not quite conscious of a 
crisis with Egypt — then Begin can go 
on as he dL>e$. He's being attacked and 
he reacts, A lot of people have their 
doubts about his mental stability now, 
but this c m go on. 

But if any of these things assume 
crisis proportions things may happen. 
There can be a kind of civilian public 
uprising. T h i s has happened in Israel 
before. It's one of the characteristics of 
Israchhat in certain situations the pub
lic becomes disgusted with the political 
establishment and starts to make 
peaceful. non-violent protest 
demonstrations which sometimes have 
a very intcrcstmglv big impact on polil-

Why the 
thinking 
Israeli 
says Begin must go 

URI A V N E R I (right) with Mark Bruzonsky — "Israel needs a new policy." 

Everybody thought that Dayan was 
the main responsible person. So there 
was a public outcry against the report, 
against Dayan. 

What happened was that Dayan res
igned and then Golda resigned and the 
whole government an establishment 
broke down. Yitghak Rabin and a 
totally new generation took over. 

No one can quite explain how this 
happens. These are psychological 
things which happen outside the estab
lished political mechanisisms. A n d it 
only happens when there's a real feel
ing of crisis in Israel, when people feel 
that the government cannot cope with 
the situation and something has to be 
done. Then in some mysterious ways 
these things happen. 

M i w r — » l l . z Brnx.wwrf that i r t h e . 

happen in the other way. It depends 
very much how itsbemg done, how the 
public perceives it. how different 
media of mass communications (who 
also are pushed by public opinion at 
the same time that they are forming 
public opinion) report and analyse 
what is happening. It's a political pro
cess, a democratic process which is not 
easy in any way to forecast. 

For example, when this new move
ment started, the "Peace Now" 
movement, it looked like the begin
ning of this kind of process. It had a big 
momentum. T h e n , for some reason 
which is very difficult to analyse, it 
suddenly somehow got bogged down. 
A n d today it is bogged down. It's not 
the same as it was 2 or 3 months ago. 

.. Now tomorrow thismavchange .igairr_ 

nothing happened to change this. 
There is no new leadership in the 

Labour party at all . Nothing new is 
emerging there — not one new leader
ship personality has emerged since the 
defeat. There are no new groupings or 
realignments inside ihc Labour party. 
Everyone has been totally 
demoralised, even ideologically. 

There was no real criticism of Begin 
during this year. Some poked ai Begin 
from the left, others from Ihc righi A s 
a matter of fact, the L aboiir party has 
cniiciscd Begin for being too eager to 
give back Sinai to Sadat, for being loo 
ready to give up the 'Jewish settlements 
in nonh Smai. 

They 've even criticised Bcgin's 
so-called "Adminis t ra t ive Autono
my" proposal for the West Bank as 

promise is nonsense by itsclt but still 
looks more moderate than the Begin 
stand. It's nonsense because not one 
single Arab whom 1 know would agree 
to wliat the Labour party calls a ter
ritorial compromise. But it's not non
sense in the sense that this might be a 
step forward in getting negotiations 
going again. 

Do you mean t h a t once l a b o u r 
agrees to (he concept of territorial 
compromise then it's open to ncgolia-
tions leading to nearly a complete 
return to the 1967 l i n n with proper 
•eciirity arraogemcnu? 

• That IS what thcv don't want. This 
is certainly not what the Labour party 
has m mind when it talks about icr-
ntonal compromise. But as a negotiat
ing device. I t ' s all right. A s a solution 

and negotiations begin they will still 
break down if Labour doesn't come 
•round to accepting nearly a complete 
return to the 1967 lines. 

• Wel l , as Begin says, not without 
justification, this has been the Labour 
party policy for 10 years — between 
1967 and 1977 — and they have not 
brought any negotiations and certainly 
no solutions. 

They have not been even brought 
the possibility of negotiations with 
King Hussein. They brought instead 
the 1973 war. 

So, 1 would say, Labour has gained a 
new respectability because people are 
fed up with total stagnation and 
immobility of Begin. They think that 
maybe with a new policy like L a K ) u r ' s 



A \ NHR! • Bcgm has lost the 
conliJcruc ol ttie nppcr-ct.i^s 
in Israel. h> ssliicli 1 mean the 
well-educated. estalilisiied 
people. Tlicsc jieoplc are 
becoming cxlremoly disil
lusioned by Begin — not only 
by his politics, but also by his 
personality. 

T h ' S h y t he w a y . f i n d s lO s t a t i s t i c a l 
e M p r e s s i o n i n p u b l i c i i p m i o n p o l l s 
w h e r e B e g i n , w h i l e s i i l l e t i m m a n d i n g a 
g r e a t m a j o r i t y , i s s t e a d i l y d e c l i n i n g . 
T h e p o p i r l a r r i y r a t i n g o f D a y a n a s 
M i n i s t e r o f l o r e g n A l l a r s i s a r o u n d 
60 pe r c c n i . o f B e g i n a s P r i m e M i n i s t e r 
a r o u n d 65-67 p e r c e n t , a n d o l E / e r 
W e i / m a n a s M i n i s t e r o l D e f e n c e i s 
n e a r 80 p e r c e n t . 

I f y o u a n a l y s e w h o d o e s s u p p o r t 
B e g i n a n d w h o d o e s n o t y o u ' l l f i n d t h a t 
t h e l e s s e d u c a t e d p e o p l e a r e t h e m o r e 
t h e m a j o r i t y t o r B e g - n g r o w s . T h e 
h i g h e r y o u g o i n i n c o m e a n d e d u c a t i o n 
t h e l e s s p o p u l a r B e g i n i s . 

Difficult to 
forecast 

W h a t t h i s m e a n s i n p o l i t i c a l t e r m s i s 

d i f f i c u l t to f o r e c a s t L i k u d h a s a m a j o r 

i t y m P a r l i a m e n t — t o g e t h e r w i t h i t s 

a l l i e s — a n d t h i s is r e f l e c t e d m K n e s s e t 

\ o i c s . B u t t h i s d o e s n ' t r e a l l y m e a n 

a n y t h i n g at a l l b e y o n d d . i y - t o - d a y 

p r a c t i c a l p o l i t i c s B e c a u s e t h e q u e s t i o n 

is how w i l l t h i s m a j o r i t y s t a n d u p i n a 

r e a l p o l i t i c a l c n s i s ? ' 

P e r e x a m p l e , i f p u b l i c o p i n i o n i n 

I s r a e l r e a c h e s a p o i n t w h e r e e n o u g h 

p e o p l e r e a l i s e t h a i B e g i n h. is p e r s o n 

a l l y b e c o m e a n o b s t a c l e to p e a c e h o w 

w i l l t h i s i n f l u e n c e h i s s t a n d i n g i n s i d e 

t h e L i k u d b l o c , m s i d e the g o s c r n m e n l 

c o a h l u ' i i a n d i n s i d e t he t n u n t r y at 

l a r g e ' ' 

p e o p l e s t i l l a r e no t q u i t e c o n s c i o u s o f a 
c n s i s w i t h E g y p t — t h e n B e g i n c a n g o 
o n .IS he d o e s 1 l e ' s b e i n g a t t a c k e d a n d 
he r e a c t s . A l o t o f p e o p l e h a s e t h e i r 
d o u b t s a b o u t h i s m e n t a l s t a b i l i t y n o w , 
b u t th i s c a n g o o n . 

B u t tf a n y o f t h e s e t h i n g s a s s u m e 
c r i s i s p r o p o r t i o n s t h i n g s m a y h a p p e n . 
T h e r e c a n be a k i n d o f c i v i l i a n p u b l i c 
u p n s i n g T h i s h a s h a p p e n e d in I s r a e l 
b e f o r e . I t ' s o n e o f t h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f 
I s r a e l t ha t i n c e r t a i n s i t u a t i o n s t h e p u b 
l i c b e c o m e s d i s g u s t e d w i t h t h e p o l i t i c a l 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t a n d s t a r t s t o m a k e 
r c a c c i n l . n o n - M o l c n t p r o t e s t 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s w h i c h s o m e t i m e s h a v e 
a v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g l y b i g i m p a c t o n p o l i t 
i c a l l i f e . 

• W h e n h « s t h i s h a p p e n e d b e f o r e ? 

• T w i c e b e f o r e . I t h a p p e n e d in M a y , 
l^^67, w h e n t h e r e w a s a l r e a d y a w a r 
a t m o s p h e r e . D u n n g s e v e r a l d a y s t h e 
i m p r e s s i o n g a i n e d g r o u n d i n I s r a e l 
t h a t t he g o v e r n m e n t o f L e v i E s h k o l 
d i d n o t f u n c t i o n , c o u l d n ' t c o p e w i t h 
t h e e m e r g e n c y , c o u l d n ' t m a k e t h e 
n e c e s s a r y d e c i s i o n s . 

D a y a n c a m e b a c k b e c a u s e t h e r e 
w e r e d e m o n s t r a t i o n s t h r o u g h o u l t h e 
c o u n t r y . N o t b i g d e m o n s t r a t i o n s b y 
t h e w a y . B u t b e c a u s e e v e r y b o d y fe l t 
t h a t t h e s e d e m o n s t r a t i o n s r e f l e c t e d 
p u b l i c o p i n i o n , L e v i E s h k o l h a d t o 
g i v e w a y a n d b r i n g D a y a n m , a n d a l s o 
B e g i n by t h e w a y . 

T h e s e c o n d t i m e w a s the e x a c t 
o p p o s i t e . I n A p r i l , ISI74. w h e n t h e 
s o - c a l l e d A g r a n o t R e p o r t w a s p u b 
l i s h e d { a r e p o r t b y a g o v e r n m e n t -
a p p o i n t e d C o m m i s s i o n o f I n q u i r y i n t o 
t h e c a u s e s o f t he Y o m K i p p u r W a r 
h e a d e d b y t he C h i e f J u s t i c e it c x o n n -
e r a t c d D a y a n o f a l l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
w h a t h a p j - e n c d o n the e v e o f t he w a r . 

T h e p u b l i c w a s d e e p l y u p s e l a g a i n s t 
t h i s r e p o r t . T h e r e w a s a g e n e r a l i m p r e 
s s i o n t h a i t h i s IS a n i n j u s t i c e , p u t t i n g a l l 
t he b l a m e o n t h e w r o n g p e o p l e — t h e 
C h i e f o l S t a f f a n d t h e m i l i t a r y p e o p l e . 

w a s a p u b l i c o u t c r y a g a i n s t t h e r e p o r t , 
a g a i n s t D a y a n , 

W h a t h a p p e n e d w a s tha t D a y a n r e s 
i g n e d a n d t h e n G o l d a r e s i g n e d a n d t h e 
w h o l e g o v e r n m e n t a n e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
b r o k e d o w n . Y i i g h a k R a b i n a n d a 
t o t a l l y n e w g e n e r a t i o n t o o k o v e r . 

N o o n e c a n q u i t e e x p l a i n h o w t h i s 
h a p p e n s . T h e s e a r e p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
t h i n g s w h i c h h a p p e n o u t s i d e t he e s t a b 
l i s h e d p o l i t i c a l m c c h a n i s i s m s A n d i t 
o n l y h a p p e n s w h e n t h e r e ' s a r e a l f e e l 
i n g o f c n s i s i n I s r a e l , w h e n p e o p l e f e e l 
t h a t t h e g o v e r n m e n t c a n n o t c o p e w i t h 
t h e s i t u a t i o n a n d s o m e t h i n g h a s to b e 
d o n e . T h e n i n s o m e m y s t e r i o u s w a y s 
t h e s e t h i n g s h a p p e n . 
• I t ' s g e n e r a l l y a r g u e d t h a t i f t h e 

L ' . S . w e r e to c r e a t e or le t be c r e a t e d a 
p o l i t k a ] c r i s i s w i t h I s r a e l — t r y to p u s h 
I s r a e l or i m p o s e on I s r a e l — t h a t t h i s 
w o u l d u n i f y I s r a e l i s b e h i n d t he g o v -
enuDcnt, not b r i n g down t h e g o v e m -
n s r a l . 

• E i t h e r t h i n g c a n h a p p e n . Y o u c a n ' t 
p l a n . I t d e p e n d s h o w it l o o k s to t h e 
p u b l i c a n d h o w t h e p u b l i c r e a c t s t o 
t h i s . I f i t s d o n e in a b r u t a l a n d h a r s h 
w a y t he p u b l i c m a y s a y w e c a n ' t le t o u r 
g o v e r n m e n t b e p u s h e d a r o u n d . 

The impact 
of events 

T h e p e c u l i a r i t y o f t h i s k i n d o f t h i n g 
is t h a t i t ' s q u i t e i m p o s s i b l e to c a l c u l a t e 
w h a t w i l l h a p p e n in a d v a n c e b e c a u s e 
o f t h e m a n y i m p o n d e r a b l e s . F i r s t t h e r e 
is a c r y - s t a l l i s a t i o n o f p u b l i c o p i n i o n i n 
a c e r t a i n d i r e c t i o n u n d e r t h e i m p a c t o f 
e v e n t s . T h e n p o l i t i c i a n s r e a c t t o t h e 
p u b l i c o p i n i o n . 

E v e r y b o d y t h i n k s i t s n o w p o p u l a r t o 
d o t h i s a n d n o t to d o s o m e t h i n g e l s e . 
A n d i h c n t he p o l i t i c a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t i n 
s o m e w a y n o t e a s y to f o r e c a s t a d j u s t s 
i t s e l f to t he n e w p u b l i c c l i m a t e . 

N o w y o u c a n s a y i f S a d a t d o e s t h i s 
a n d t h i s o r if t h e A m c n c . m s d o t h a t 
a n d t h a t it m a y h a p p e n . B u t it m a y a l s o 

p u b l i c p e r c e i v e s i t . h o w d i f f e r e n t 
m e d i a o f m a s s c o m m u m c a l i o n s ( w h o 
a l s o a r c p u s h e d b y p i i b l i c o p i n i o n at 
t h e s a m e t i m e i l i a t t h e y a r e f o r m i n g 
p u b l i c o p i n i o n ) r e p o r t a n d a n a l y s e 
w h a t IS h a p p e n i n g . I t ' s a p o l i t i c a l p r o 
c e s s , a d e m o c r a t i c p r o c e s s w h i c h i s n o t 
e a s y i n a n y w a y to l o r e c a s t . 

F o r e x a m p l e , w h e n t h i s n e w m o v e 
m e n t s t a r t e d , t h e " P e a c e N o w " 
m o v e m e n t , it l o o k e d l i k e t h e b e g i n 
n i n g o f t h i s k i n d o f p r o c e s s . I t h a d a b i g 
m o m e n t u m . T h e n , f o r s o m e r e a s o n 
w h i c h i s v e r y d i f f i c u l t to a n a l y s e , i t 
s u d d e n l y s o m e h o w got b o g g e d d o w n . 
A n d t o d a y it is b o g g e d d o w n . I t ' s n o t 
t h e s a m e a s it w a s 2 o r 3 m o n t h s a g o . 
N o w t o m o r r o w t h i s m a y c h a n g e a g a i n . 

Ideologically 
demoralised 

• A n u m i D g t h e r e w e r e a c r i s i s mod 

U k u d mod B e g i n d i d lose p u b l i c f o a r i -
d c n c c c o m p l e t e l y , w h a t is t he s U t c o f 
t h e L a b o u r p a r l y ? I s it c a p a b l e f o r U k -
i n g o v e r a n d a s s e r t i n g a m o r e f l e x i b l e 
l e a d e r s h i p ? 

a F i r s t o f a l l , l o s i n g c o n f i d e n c e i n 
B e g i n a n d r i s i n g c o n f i d e n c e m L i k u d 
a r e t w o d i f f e r e n t t h i n g s . I n t he L i k u d 
y o u h a v e E / e r W e i z m a n , y o u h a v e t h e 
L i b e r a l p a n y . T h e L i k u d i s n o t a 
u n i f i e d p a r t y , i t ' s a b l o c k w i t h m a n y 
d i f f e r e n t c o m p o n e n t s a n d t h e c h a n g e 
m a y f i r s t o f a l l t r y t o t a k e e x p r e s s i o n i n 
t h e L i k u d i t s e l f . 

F o r e x a m p l e , i f B e g i n f o r s o m e 
r e a s o n , l e t ' s s a y f o r r e a s o n o f h e a l t h , i s 
c o m p e l l e d to l a y d o w n p o w e r , t h e 
w h o l e p r o c e s s w i l l h a p p e n d i f f e r e n t l y 
t h a n i f B e g i n i s t h e r e i n f u l l c o m m a n d . 

• B e f o r e U l k i n g f u r t h e r a b o u t 
W c l z m u a n d o t h e r p o t e n t i a l L i k u d 
l e a d e r s , w h a t i s t he s t a t e o f t h e L a b o u r 
F « r t T ? 

• T h e L a b o u r p a r t y w a s i n a v e r y 
s o r r y s t a t e a l t e r i t s t r c m o n d o u s e l e c 
t i o n d e f e a t — t o t a l l y d e m o r a l i s e d a n d 
d i s j o i n t e d , D u r i n g the f i r s t y e a r a f t e r 

L a b o u r p a r t y a t a l l . N o t h i n g n e w is 
e m e r g i n g t h e r e — n o t o n e n e w l e a d e r 
s h i p p e r s o n a l i t y h a s e m e r g e d s i n c e t he 
d e f e a t . T l i c r e a r e n o n e w g r o u p i n g s o r 
r e a l i g n m e n t s m s i d e t h e L a b o u r p a r i y . 
E v e r y o n e h a s b e e n t o t a l l y 
d e m o r a l i s e d , e v e n i d e o l o g i c a l l y . 

T h e r e w a s n o r e a l c r i t i c i s m o f B e g i n 
d u r i n g t h i s y e a r . S o m e p o k e d at B e g i n 
f r o m t h e l e f t , o t h e r s f r o m the r i gh t . A s 
a m a t t e r o f f a c t , t he L a b o u r p a r t y h a s 
c r i t i c i s e d B e g i n f o r b e i n g t o o e a g e r to 
g i v e b a c k S i n a i to S a d a t , f o r b e i n g t o o 
r e a d y t o g i v e up t h e J e w i s h s e t t l e m e n t s 
i n n o r t h S i n a i . 

T h e y ' v e e v e n c r i t i c i s e d B e g i n s 
s o - c a l l e d " A d m i n i s t r a t i v e A u t o n o 
m y " p r o p o s a l f o r t h e W e s t B a n k a s 
b e i n g d a n g e r o u s b e c a u s e it m i g h t l e a d 
t o a P a l e s t i n i a n s t a t e ' 

I t m e a n s the> h a v e t n e d to o u t f l a n k 
B e g i n o n t he r i g h t , s o m e t h i n g a b s o 
l u t e l y r i d i c u l o u s ' A n d t h e y a r e s t i l l 
c o n t i n u i n g w i t h t h i s l i n e . I t s h o w s t h e 
t o t a l d i s o r i e n t a t i o n o f t he p a r t y . T h e y 
t h o u g h t t h a t t h e c o u n t r y h a s b e e n 
s h i f t i n g to t h e right a n d t h a t t h e y m u s t 
s h i f t to t h e r i g h t w i t h it o t h e r w i s e 
t h e y ' l l l o s e e v e n m o r e , 
0 B u t y o u ' v e i m p l i e d L a b o u r ' s 

I m p r o v i n g n o w . 

• Y e s . a l l t h i s h a s b e e n p a r t l y 
c h a n g e d b y t h e r e c e n t K r e i s k y i m t i a 
t i v e . K r e i s k y b r o u g h t P e r e s t o V i e n n a 
a n d got h i m to m e e t S a d a t . A n d w h e n 
B e g i n r e a c t e d t h e w a y he d i d t h e 
L a b o u r p a r t y b e c a m e , to a c e r t a i n 
e x t e n t , r e v i t a l i s e d . I t go t a n e w c o n f i 
d e n c e , P e r e s h i m s e l l . w h o i s a v e r y 
s h i f t y k i n d o f f e l l o w , s u d d e n l y s e e s 
h i m s e l f i n t he r o l e o f a n e l d e r s u t e s -
m a n w i t h a n e w p o l i t i c a l l i f e . < 

T h i s c o n c e p t o f l e r n t o r i a l c o m -

t(K)a.» m o r e fn<Hi«rBte i rv.m lUc Mc j i i n 
S t a n d . I t ' s n o n s e n s e b e c a u s e no t o n e 
s i n g l e A r a b w h o m I k n o w w o u l d a g r e e 
to w h a t t h e L a l v o i i r p a r t y c . i l l s a t e r 
r i t o r i a l c o m p r o m i s e B u i it s no t n o n 
s e n s e i n t he s e n s e t h a t t h i s m i g h t he a 
s t e p f o r w a r d m g e t t i n g n e g o t i a t i o n s 
g o i n g a g a i n . 

D o y o u m e a n t h a t o n c e l a b o u r 
a g r e e s to t he c o n c e p t o f t e r r i t o r i a l 
c o m p r o m i s e t h e n i t ' s o p e n to n e g o t i a -
t i o o s l e a d i n g to n e a r l y a c o m p l e t e 
r r t u m to t h e 1967 l i n e s w i t h p r o p e r 
s e c u r i t y a r r a i i f e m e o l s ? 

• T h a t IS w h a t t hey d o n ' t w a n t . T h i s 
15 c e r t a i n l y n o t w h a t t h e L a b o u r p a r t y 
h a s i n m i n d w h e n it t a l k s a b o u t t e r 
r i t o r i a l c o m p r o m i s e . B u t a s a n e g o t i a t 
i n g d e v i c e . I t ' s a l l r i g h t . A s a s o l u t i o n 
i t ' s n o n s e n s e . 

W h a t t l i e y h a v e m m i n d is sv^me-
t h i n e l i k e t h e o M . A l i o n p l a n w h i c h 
m e a n s g i v i n g b a c k t o J o r d a n N a b l u s , 
J c n i n . R a m a l l a h a n d B c b r o n b u t k e e p 
i n g n o t o n l y E a s t J e r u s a l e m b u t a l l o f 
the J o r d a n V a l l e y , g r e a t p a n s o f t h e 
H e b r o n a r e a a n d s o m e p a r t s a l o n g t h e 
f o r m e r I s r a e l i b o r d e r . 

Return to 
1967 lines 

N o w , n o A r a b c o u l d p o s s i b l y a c c e p t 
t h i s . B u t a s 1 s a i d b e f o r e , c o m p a r e d to 
t h e B e g i n l i n e it l o o k s m o d e r a t e a n d a t 
l e a s t m a k e s n e g o t i a t i o n s p o s s i b l e . A n d 
t h e r e f o r e t h e L a b o u r p a r t y h a s g a i n e d 
a n e w s t a t u r e o f r e s p e c t a b i l i t y a s 
s o m e b o d y w h o h a s a n a l t e r n a t i v e p o l 
i c y t o B e g i n w h i c h t h e y d i d n o t h a v e 
e v e n m o n t h s b e f o r e . 

1 B u t y o u ' r e s u g g e s t i n g t h a t e v e n 

If L l b o u r p u t s f o r w a r d t h e s e p o l i c i e s 

b r e a k d o w a i r I.>l>«Mir d o e w i ' l « 
arouvd to sccefXittg uemrty a coinplele 
return to the 1967 l i n e s . 

• W e l t , av B e g i n s a y s , n o t w i t h o u t 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n , t h i s h a s b e e n t he L a N u i r 
p a r t ) p o l i c y f o r 10 y e a r s — b e t w e e n 
1967 a n d 1977 — a n d t h e y h a v e not 
b r o u g h t a n y n e g o t i a t i o n s a n d c e r t a i n l y 
n o s o l u t i o n s . 

T h e y h a v e n o t b e e n e v e n b r o u g h t 

t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h 

K i n g H u s s e i n . T h e y b r o u g ' n l i n s t e a d 

the 1973 w a r . 

S o , 1 w o u l d s a y . L a b o u r h a s g a i n e d a 
n e w r e s p e c t a b i l i t y b e c a u s e p e o p l e a r c 
f e d u p w i t h t o t a l s t a g n a t i o n a n d 
i m m o b i l i t y o f B e g i n . T h e y t h i n k t ha t 
m a y b e w i t h a n e w p o l i c y l i k e L a b o u r ' s 
m a y b e n e g o t i a t i o n s c a n r e a l l y ge t 
s t a r t e d . 

T h i s h a s g i v e n t h e L a b o u r p a r t y a 

s h o t i n t h e a r m . A n d t h e y a r c s t a r t i n g 

n o w t o l o o k a g a i n a s a v i a b l e a l i c m a -

l i v e f o r c e e v e n t h o u g h a b s o l u t e l y 

n o b o d y i n I s r a e l h a s a n y n o s t a l g i a fo r 

the o l d L a b o u r p a r t y r u l e w h i c h w a s 

d e f e a t e d n o t b e c a u s e it h a d t h e w r o n g 

f o r e i g n p o l i c y b u t b e c a u s e e v e r y b o d y 

w a s f e d u p w i t h t h i s o l d g o v e r n i n g 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t . T h i s h a s n ' t c h a n g e d . 

B u t s i n c e t h i s V i e n n e s e i n t e r m e n t z o 

e n g i n e e r e d b y K r e i s k y t h e L a b o u r 

p a r t y i s a g a i n i n t h e m a r k e t a s a po l i t i 

c a l f o r c e . 

"1 r 
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