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on.pletely enseloped i a thick and ::...,ﬁ:éza.

Janket of cymcism, cniticnm and despar. There
re murmurnings. i respectable quarten border-

3g On pamc.

Not only s Jimmy Carnter’s pabhic opinton rat-
ag setting histonc records on the down side but
fre level of abuse to which he is unrelentinghy

ubjected 1 this terocously pobiical town s

warly sultocating.

As one Ireshly

overnment  Mid-cast
pformally put it the other day,
this town is full of sharks and
vhen they smeltblood in the water
hey all join in the cating.”
. The avalanche of despair, it must be
mphasised, 1s not over himmy Carter
he person, but rather over Jimmy Car-
=r the Pressdent

What's bappening in Washington is
ot 8 repeat of the Nixon nightmare,
ut rather a sense that we've got a
ood, decent man — one admittedly
pnsiderably  bnghter  than  his
pracdiate predecessor — whao's sim-
4 way over his head and who doesn’t
ave a Kissinger.

ont-of-
enpert

E Error

© Carter's unforgiveable failure to
wnfl himselt adequately 1§ now begin-
Hing o be recognised as a monumen-
g1, possshly fatat error judgment
We Time magasme recently drew
swention to the White House " Kiddie
Korps” — the jumor (and a few
wenor) staff brought together when
Carter was “himmy who™' which one
worning found itsell runneng the coun-
iy and i some cases the world.
Carter's approach to statfing is
esponuble for “much of the White

By MARK BRUZONSKY

House's poor performance’ stressed
one dhsenchanted invder talking to
the Time.

The same article went on to con-
clude that “there 1s a mounting mood
in Washmgton that the Carter presi-
dency may be fundamentally flawed
and that the chief executne may,
despite hic widely respected intellig-
ence and dedication, be unable tolead
the nation effectively.”

Political commentator  Richard
Recves in the current issue of the
Esquire magasne may have stuck in
the deepest dagger yet. In an article
titled * Will Carter Quit? ft may be the
only way to salvage his own image of
superiority.” Reeves advises the pres-
ident that his hopes for anuther term
are justifiable only if his main challen-
gers are Washington outsiders who fol-
fow much the same campagn slogans
as he &d — people such as Jerry
Brown and Pat Moynihan for instance.

This 1s because, Reeves pokes,
“Carter's presidential  performance
has so discredited "outside’ candidates
that it will be a Jong while before
American soters take another chance
on the unknown.”

In the past few wecks, in private

conversations with *a half dozen
White House types,” Reeves further
castigates, “all six readily conceded,
off the record, that the Carter presi-
dency, their presidency, was ‘an abso-

jute disaster’.
Dislike

“My own sense,” Reeves assesses,
“is that many people are crossing the
line into an active dislike of Jimmy
Carter: He, alter all. raised thew
expectations, which Ford never did,
and then embarvangly diappomnted
them. 1 like the line | heard from a
prominemt  Wyomung  Demgerat;
“Yeah, we hate Carter. After a while,
even a dog knows the difference bet-
ween being tripped over and bemng
kicked.”

Not everyone, of course, s
prophesising that  Carter's on-the-
rocks marriage with Washington is
heading toward certamn divorce. One
State Department  ofticial closcly
involved in the Mid-cast negotiations
believes Carter will eventually be
proven an excellent president wha has
taken on serious problems and made
considerable headway.

He and at least a few other depart-

ment officials seem to have the general
impression that Carter's extended
period of on-the-job training is over
and he's now up to the challenge.

Yet even this admrer admts that
“Camp David may be the undoing of
us all,” while another State Depart-
ment Mid-cast hand  adds,  half-
jokingly, “all the people n NEA
(that's short for Near East Aftairs
Bureau) have respiratory  illness
because they are so often holding their
breadth.”

The tie-in between presidential
competence and Camp David was, of
course, totally wnavoidable in thry
atmosphere:  however  unfortunate.
For everyone knows that the pressure
is extreme on Carter for a public rela-
tions success if nothing else and even if

TABLE “A”

Approval Appros sl
rating rating
. . sttime 16 menths
of entering  later
office
% %
Carter 71 44
Ford 66 46
Nixon 60 55
Johnson % 70
Kennedy 72 66
Eiscnhower 67 75
Truman R7 32

only temporary.

And everyone also knows that
foreign polwy ymage -building efforts
are 2 part of the Washington game.

Carter simply must come out of
Camp David looking sophistcated —
as having exercised the proper combi-
nation of thoughtful mediation and
forceful advocacy. Fatlure or deadlock
— immediate or delayed — must be
blamed elsewhere.

Omnipresent

It may not be too much to actually
say that the crisis in Jimmy Carter's
public smage at home will be as mucha
backdrop to Camp David as the Mid-
cast quagmure itself.

The general lesel of scepticivm in
Washington, even among most gov-
ernment olficials, is considerably more
omnipresent than the restrained faith
of the loyal few.

Atbest Carter 1s Souﬁwﬁ.sﬁ of the
professional ::mﬁfé:& commumity
as somewhere between tolerable and
average. -

As for the public at large, gallup poll
results last month tell much of the
story.

The table A" compares Caster's
approval rating after 16 months as
president with thowe af his six post-
World War 11 predecessors:

CARTER I.om.oz.:mx exercise.

Carter's approsal rating was actu-
ally at ts highest — 3to § — 0 March
1977, But it has continued to seriously
erode even since reaching 44 this May.
Today only ene in lour tizens
approve of Carter's handhng of the
presidency.

Furthermore, Democratic  Party
voters prefer Senator Edward Ken-
nedy by more than two to one {49 prr
cent to 21 per cent) it the nominating
comention were to bhe held now.
Among independent roters the pre-
ference tor Kennedy is 33 to 20,

Even Jerry Brown, Governor of
California. 1s only 2 per cent behind
Carter among Democrats (1910 21
And among independents, Brown is
ahead 26 to 20. Probably most dama-
ing of all is that of those voters who
elected Carter with their baflots just
two years ago. onfy halt even want him
to run agnn 1n 19R0.

Whether Carter can ever regan
even a majority approval ratng seems
doubtful a1 this point. Privately. for
instance. poltster George Gallur has
told Friends, accordine to the New
Times magazinc. “that unike Harry
Truman. immy Carter cannot recosver
pobuically”  because he lacks any
intensely Joyal of sssuc-onented base.

Gallup has even noted a trend
recently showing “the first signs of

14 addy, Tescept bk oul”

- Serious

The feclng in Washngton i much
the same about Camp Dasd . mayhe
Carter will ok ont. but-Usnotverny
bikely. 1 just dor'tsee anyway we can
leave Camp David without makmy
erther Sadator Begin sony upset.” one
Mid-cast exrert recently confuded.

There's lutle doubt that Carter
prepaning o otfes” Amerwan Sugges-
1ons and advice. Asked on Agust 9,
vguen the serious consequences of
farture in the Mid-east summit talks,
are you prepated w0 introduce a com-
promse formula to attempt 10 break
the deadlock?” Carter responded, "ot
course, the United States would playa
major role there, Both leaders want
me to. and that's a legitimate role for
us to play.”

And from the way Menachem
Begin's been acting of late, he beheves
Carter is serious at least about this.

But just as surely. Carter's leserage
over the parties is hardly satistactory
to apply much Arm-twisting with
much leverage — specially with the
president’s credibility rating nearly as
low as his job-performance score.

Reporting on the mood in Istacl, the
U.8 Newsund World Repori maganne
noted fast week: " Begin draws ever-
greatur support from faraehs tor s
argument that his gosernment’s policy
of standing firm has pad off. The
Prime Minister and his advisers seem
certarn that Carter will not and cannot
pressure Israel mto makmg  more
compromises.

One olficial msisted that “Carter s
so weak at hore that he vannot aftord
more trouble from the Amerncan

Jews.”




