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White House aide quits 

Plane sales 
plan brings split 
out into the open 

T E N S I O N S arc finally surfacing.wiihin 
the Carter Administration over Mid-
cast policy. Last Wednesday, M a r k 
Sicgel, Deputy Assistant to the Presi­
dent, refused to continue his duties as 
chief administration contact with the 
U.S. Jewish community. Next day he 
isigncd from the White House staff. 

- A l t h o u g h S i c g c l at fii^t refused to discuss 
his res igna t ion , both W a s h i n g t o n newspap­

e rs i m m e d i a t e l y in te rpre ted his ac t ion as an 
exp re s s ion o f se r ious dissent f rom the basic 
d i rec t ion o f C a r t e r A d m i n i s t r a t i o n pol icy. 

It has s ince been l ea rned that S i e g c l w a s 
spec ia l ly upset by the recent ly announced 
plane package sa le to S a u d i A r a b i a and 
E g y p t as w e l l as I s r a e l . 

T h e WashingioH Po'it repor ted that S i c g e l 
" h a r b o u i e d a deep distrust o f Z b i g n l c w 
B r z e z i n s k l " for his Mid-eas t v i e w s . 

T h e Waihington Star head l ined 
the S iege! res ignat ion s to iy : " D i s ­
turbed by M i d - c a s t p o l i c y . " T h e 
New York Times s ing led out the 
J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y ' s in tense 
oppos i t ion to the plane sales 
p roposa l as the m a i n reason for 
S i ege l ' s abrupt depar tu re . 

A t first it w a s thought S i c g e l 
w o u l d r e m a i n o n the W h i t e H o u s e 
s ta f f w i t h o ther dut ies . 

T h i s w a s apparen t ly S iege l ' s 
hope. B u t after in i t i a l confus ion . 
W h i t e H o u s e off ic ia ls d e c i d e d . 
S i e g c l must go. 

U . I A s one indica ted: V T h e r e wasii. 
s i m p l y no w i y t h a t ' M a r k c o u l d 
con t inue at the W h i t e H o u s e w h e n 
his oppos i t ion to the Pres iden t ' s 
M i d d l e E a s t pol icy w a s so w e l l 
k n o w n . " 

Disagreed 

S o m e W a s h i n g t o n po l i t i ca l 
ana lys t s be l ieve S i e g c l was s i m p l y 
unable to con t inue ac t ing as point 
m a n for the admin i s t r a t i on w i t h 
J e w i s h groups . M o r e and more 
Siege) has had to defend pol ic ies 
a n d at t i tudes w i t h w h i c h he d i sag­
reed. 

O n l y t w o w e e k s ago S i e g c l w a s 
booed, h issed and laughed at 
w h e n he spoke on b e h a l f o f the 
U n i t e d J e w i s h A p p e a l . 

V i s i b l y s h a k e n , S i c g c i rose at 
the e n d o f a pane l d iscuss ion and 
told the ga ther ing: " L e t me take 
of f one hat and put on another. . . . I 
not on ly t r ave l into the J e w i s h 
c o m m u n i t y , I a m part o f the 
J e w i s h communi ty . . . . I appear 
before y o u right now not on ly as a 
m e m b e r o f this admin i s t r a t i on 
w h o w o r k s for the Pres ident o f the 
U . S . I ' m here before y o u as a n 
A m e r i c a n J e w and a v e r y , ve ry 
I c i v c n i / . i o n i s l . " 

U is a lso sa id in Wi t sh ing lon that 
the possibi l i ty l l ie W h i t e H o u s e is 
p lanning to c o m e out w i t h i is o w n 
Mid-eas t peace f o r m u l a — one 

that w i l l be closer to the E g y p t i a n 
v i e w than to the i s i a c l i — c o n ­
v inced S i cge l to l ake his I cuvc . 

B o t h S e n a t o r R i c h a r d S tone . 
D e m o c r a t , r i o i i d u . c h a i r m a n o f 
the N e a r E a s t s i i b - c o m m i t t c c o f 
the Sena te F o r e i g n R e l a t i o n s 
C o m m i t t e e , and R a b b i A l e x a n d e r | 
Sch ind l e r . c h a i r m a n o f the most i 

impo i t an t caucus o f I ' S. J e w i s h 
organisa t ions , have publ ic ly 
w a r n e d that C u n e i might a l i c n i p i 
to cap i ta l i se on I s r a e l ' s dec l in ing 
publ ic suppi if t and c o m e f o r w a r d 
w i t h a ma jo r U . S . peace in i t i a t ive . 

W h i c h e v e r of these specu la ­
tions p rove c o n c c l . S iege l ' s ba i l ­
ing out must be t a k e n a.s one i n d i ­
c a t i o n o f the intensi ty o f the 
debate w i t h i n the admin i s t r a t i on 
o v e r j u s t how far to go in pressur­
ing I s r ae l . 

A f t e r the vis i t o f I s rae l i P r i m e 
Min i s t e r M e n u c h e m B e g i n and 
F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r M o s h c D a y a n 
this w e e k and the c o n c l u s i o n o f 
the Sena te ' s P a n a m a C a n a l debate 
six>h, the a d m i n i s t i a t u ' n may lace 
a s h o w d o w n w i t h " the J e w i s h lob­
b y " o n the jet f ighter dea l . 

T h a t may be the l i m e w h e n C a r ­
ter w i l l nni i l ly have to decide 
w h e t h e r or not to publ ic ly c h a l ­
lenge the B e g i n gove rnmen t ' s 
inciea-singly u n a c c c p l a h i c pos i ­
t ion w i t h a U . S . proposa l to b r e a k 
the n e w Mid-cicst s ta lemate . 

Unsuccessful 
Assis tan t Sec re t a ry o f S ta te 

A l f r e d A t h e i l o n . w h o has 
r e t u r n e d to W a s h i n g t o n f r o m his 
imsnccessful Mid -ca s t shut t l ing , is 
sa id to have told E g y p f a n off icials 
that i f B e g i n s visi t fails to lead to a 
dec l a ra t ion o f p r i fv in lps both 
s i d c s c a n accept , the U S. w i l l offer 
its o w n language. 

B u t to do so, It is w i d e l y felt, 
c o u l d spark a k n o c k d o w n fight 
w i t h I s r ae l as o c c i i r i c d .ri Oc tobe r 
ove r the j o in t S o v i e t - . A m e r i c a n 
s ta tement . A t that t ime the 
admin i s t r a t ion p a n i c k e d at the 
unexpec ted [uoteMs and reve i sed 
iLself. 

B u t this l i m e c o u l d be di tTcrenl . 
E v e n the inf loe i i t ' .d . I s rae l -
o r i en ted New Krpuhlu mat-ayine 
head l ined I ; L S I w e e k s ar t icle: 
" T h e Iting awa i t ed cr is is i i i 
A m c i i c a i i I s rae l i i c l a i i o n s may be 
at hand . " 


