RATIFICATION of the newly
signed Panama Canal treaties by
two-thirds of the Senate, as con-
- stitutionally required, will be hang-
ing over the Carter Administration
for at least three or four months.
* Columnist Joseph Kraft believes
that ““the probability is the debate will
_ stretch well into 1978, thus complicat-
ing a host of other foreign policy issues
— notably arms control and the Mid-

east — that are truly pressing.”

In Brief the nwo treaties provide for gradual
transfer of the canal to Panamanian ownership
by the vear 2000. perpetual neutrality of the
canal guaranteed by the right of U.S military
intervention if need ben about $360-87 I million
annuaily in tolls for Panama’s treasury from
rising transit fees plus about $275 million
11.5. loans over the next five vears.

At present. even the administration is only
claiming that S¥senators. of the 67 needed for
ratification. are firmiy behind the weatics. But
an ABC levision news pollsis far loss com-
forting 1ot 3%’ SHppOrers.

Thar poll indicates 33 votes in favour. 27
votes apposed. and 40 senmors undecided. I
accurate. this polf means that o %g%z seven of

te 40 undecided senators eventually choose to
sppose the treaties they will {33l in the ranboa-
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tion process.
But there is considerable confusion in
Washington about how the votes will actually

line up in 2 few months time. Most commen-
tators seem to agree that the treaties will even-
tually squeeze through the Senate. I'.5. News
and Worid Report, though. concludes that Car-
ter is ““waging an up-hill fight for the treaties.”

Deviating from this view, however, is James
Reston of the New York Times. He goes so far
as to write that in the end “there will be no
more than twenty votes against it

Reston's view is that the treaties” opponents
really “want the American people to deade,
rather than the senate.” and that this explains
the vociferousne of some politicians atpresent.

American public opinion will play 3 major
role in the ratfication process. And <o much
depends on how the debate is conducted dur-
ing the coming monihs.
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