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The battle of lob-
bies g

Two weeks ago, the President
and . representatives  of - the
National = Assobiation  of &mmw
Americans (NAAA) met with
Secretary of State, Cyrus 433.
And last week the %ségﬁm:%ﬁ
of  30.-plus - American Jewish
organisations met with the m%mﬁ?
ary and the President, the <5.a.
President,  National . Security
Adviser, and members of staff,

One meeting was at the State
Department, the other at Mzo
White - House.  One meeting
received little attention, the other
was front-page news,

Clearly, the  powers of - the
Arab-American lobby and the
American Jewish lobby are vastly
unegual, Though NAAA had a
sueeessful- . annual - conference
some months ago in Washington
with muny hundreds of delegates
in attendance, the organisation is
not as vet organised for effective
lobbying, Still, the new president
of NAAA, Joseph Baroody,
stated in an interview: "I hope we
are becoming known as the Arab
lobiby™"in Washington,

Shake-up

YN Ctriple A as it s Known
sround - Washington, is - in the
midst of an important shake-up,
The voung executive director for
the past year, Michael Saba, is out.
Barcody and members of the
boird ure seurching for as many as
three new suafl people. One of
tiese will likelv be responsible for

a real lobbying effort on Capitol

o

Hill = the stronghold for pro.
Israeli sentiments, It is likely, in
fact, that within » short time
NAAA will actually register as a
lobbying organisation, something

it has not officially been in the
past.
Meanwhile, the American

Jewish lobby — which Senator
James Abourezk of South Dakota
recently termed “the most POWErs
ful and persuasive foreign influ«
ence that exists in American polis
tics™ — is continuing to encourage
severe criticism of President Car-
ter's approach to the Mid-east
conflict. The lobby’s weekly news.
letter is filled with challenges 1o
Carter's views,

And the lobhy —sometimes
referred to erroneously as “the
Israeli lobby" v was intimately
involved in the Republican assault
on the Senate floor, on June I to
discredit the President's efforts.

Senator Jacob Javits was the
main - Senate antagonist.  He
asserted that “by asking so much
of Israel, and thereby requiring
Israel as a matter of is VErY SUrvis
val, to ask so much from the Arabs

in return oe things which may
exceed Arab willingness to O
cede — the Carter proposals may
in themselyves undercut the possis
bility of a successful US. role as
mediator” Javits was seconded by
Senators  Brooke, Packwouod,
Schweiker, Stone, Case Sparkman
and Domenigi,

Itwas u cleqr warning to Carfer
that the Republicans in Congress
may ‘be looking for political gain

by becoming Israel's champions,



