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Carter confounds
the sﬁ{ﬁ?gms with -
his Mideast plan
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Special 1o The Globe
WASHINGTON — When Jimmy

- Carter ook to the pulpit of the Clinton

town meeting and laid out his three-

point J4iddle East program of near total -

Isracli withdrawal, real peace and a
“bomeland™ for the “Palestinian
refugees.” he changed all the rules of
Middic East diplomacy.

The Cartér Administration’s vision

", ol an ultimate Arab-Jsrucli setilement

was shocking — not se much for what
he proposed, but for the manner of its
presentation. Less than two moolhs in
the White House, Carter almost
casually unveiled a far more
comprehensive outline of US policy

. than any of his predevessors.

So- far, Isrzeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin's nerveus response has
been jo proclaim a new information
campaign designed o convince
American public opinion — and the
Congress, of course — that Israel
required and deserves “defensible
borders™ substantially enlarged from
those of June 1867, 1hat the
“Palestinian problem™ must be solved
within the context of Jordan, and that
{PLO} can never be 2 legilimale

This response reflects 2 pre-election
toughness which Habin must exhibit i
Bis Labor party is o Wiumph 3l ihe
poils on May 1%,

Meanwhile, there is building
gnxisty, bath in Jerusalem and
Washingion, ihat not ten far down the
road, unless somcone altuers course, a
gad Isracl s becoming ingvilable,

Former Under Secretary of Sweie
Gieorge Balls bmporiant artich in the
current April issue of Poroige Aflains
pinpoinis some of ihe areas whers
serious friction exisis between Iaracl
gnd  Americsn perceplions and
interests. Ball's insistence on the poed
for & major American imlslive "o
seve Israel in spite of Bersatl”™ = but
one sign of 2 growing US unrssines
with ibe seemingly unending Middle
East sislenate

After the Iarscli cloction, bess than

Blark A Brurershy i #u ssewiste
editor of Werldvirw. & moenihly
magazine on workd alfsirs.

i

seven wecks away, the expeciation B8
pow widely shared that US diplomacy
in the Middle East will take gimon 2
serious reconvening of the Geneva
Conferenve

Those skeptical that the ﬁeiagi?ié
Canter Administration would attempl a
comprehensive Middle East settiement
— even one that would be implemented
over a period of years — have now
become skepticsl of their own
skepticism. Even so, the chences of
achieving & Middle East peace remain
slion. - )
The roadblocks come from the
various Arab parties a5 well as Israel
Mo Arab party has as yel accepled the
kind of peace Carter has gutlined and
the Palgstinians have yel 1o accepl lhe
exis of lsrael in any form.

O

For some, Carter’s vision is but a
mmunifestation of what has come to be
jermed “Open Mouth Diplomacy™ —
more & public relations show than
serious policy formulation. Bul, for
Carter may have been underestimated
after 3l
national security adviser. Zbigniew
Brzezinski, seem 1o be supporiing
nearly a2i of the recommendations
eontained in ihe December 1975
Brookings Institution repory, “Towards
Prace in” the Middie East” Both
Brzezinski and his Middle East man at
the Nations! Security Councd. Willtam
%ié?éi zgig?ié M rodes in
on AmoTican §;§§§ £§§ smterestis and
how prace might be nurtured By
American diplomatic Inlorvention,

Signifivanily, this repori was
spproved by 2 number of active and
influcntisl members of he Ameviran .
Jewinh commanity. .- -

The day after Carter zpoke in
Chaten, = hungry pross descended o
the Stsse Doperiment. There ihey
were denisd sny  Dursemiie B
serpresatons. Instend, iney wers feld
that the President was &%%‘%%ﬁsﬁ%?
well bricied” on Maidic BEast inues snd
theet his statomont the provious evonmg |

“represcnis the cohesive and complete
pesition of ibe §§§§§§ Biatex
government.” N
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