By Mark A. Bruzensky

Secretary of State Cyrus Vance will be spend-
ing this week in the Mideast. On the eve of his
departurs he indicated that one of his poals will
be to see if the political and ideological pesitions
of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO)
are really changing. This could be 3 hint of davel
oping new American policy toward Palestinian
s ationalism. Still, events during the past few
months reveal a most unfortunate pattern of US.
reluctance to acknowledge mederating PLO atli-
tudes, and more importantly, {o encourage them.

Last week, for instance, Vance rejected the
visa application of a leading official of the PLG,
Sabri Jirvis, to attend a meeting of the American
Friends Service Commitiee in Washingion this
past weekend. Not only has this prevenied the
American public from hearing first-hand the new
policies of the PLO, it may also have sahoiaged
another meeting between Jiryis and a leading Is-
racli moderate, Reserve Gen. Matti Peled, who
has been directly reporting to Israeli Prime Minis-

Ancther application remains on the secretary’s
desk awaiting his return, but indications se far
are that it will not receive American approval
This visa application would allow Jiryis, one of
‘tha PL{’s most ressonable and articulate spokes-
men for coexistence with Israel, to come fo the
'U.S. to head the new PLO Washington informa-
tion office which he successfully registered with
the Justice Department last November.

To appreciate the importance of the U.S. con-
sidering & positive gesture foward the maderaies
in ihe Palestinian mavement, i Iz nedessiry o
put current developments into the conlext of those
past fow months, '

Battered by the brutal eonflict in Lebanen, ihe
‘Palestinians have been forced to become less radi-
cal and more realistic’ Last October, at the
Rivadh and Caire Arab summits, the Palestiniang
were finally convineed that they would no longer
be allowed to roadblock movement toward a possi-
ble ovorall settlement with Israel. Since that
time, a leadership faction within the Palestinian
mavement, headed by PLO-chiel Yassir Arafnt
himself, has repeatedly signaled its desire far'a
separate state—in the Israeli-occupied West Bank
and Gaza Strip—which would live with the Jew-

ish siais raiher than replacs L

Certain specific and courageous steps have
heen ifaken by this lsadership group, which fares

serious internal opposition. Unprecedented meet-
ings between two emissaries of Arafat, Jiryis and
sam Sarfewi, a heart surgeon trained in the US,,
have been taking place in Paris with Israelis
These same PLO representativescame tothe U
It fall and met with leading American Jewish
leaders and spoke before a number of important
American foreign policy groups, including ihe
prestigious Council on Foreign Belations in New
Fark.

A% that time, which was during the Ford-
Carter transition period, the State Deparimert re-
fused to extend Jiryis' visa, indicating that the
moment was “not propitisus.” This rejection, how-
sver, was based on 8 passport tochnicality,

The izsus of 8 PLO informetion office has now
taken on a separate symbolism. Te the State De-
partment, granting the pending Jiryis visa appli-
cation requires a change in U.S. policy, though
one far short of recognition for the PLO or even of
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an invitation to the Geneva Conference. For the
PLO moderates it has become something of a test
of U.S. intentions and understanding. There is
understandable reluctance to continue to make
concessions unless there is assurance from the
115 ihat there will be 5 political response,

Secretary Vance and President Carter now
have the bail The foraslis in the midst of a5 eles-
tion campaign, will not alter their own policies be-
yond the subtle shift to the more reasonable posi-
tion that only a change in the PLO's Covenant
(which repeatedly calls for Israel’s destruction)
might cause an Israeli reassessment. The Pales-
tinians, when they meet in Cairo during the next
few months in their embryonic parliament, the
Palsstine Natisnal Touncil, will be considering
sust such changes,

It is within this context that some Amerwan
gosture toward the Palestinians is now yequired
from the Carier administration. How Carler
Vance and Brzezinski handle this delicate mo-
ment in the evelution of the political and ideologi-
cal positions of the Mideast antagonists will be
ane of the early tests of their ability to grasp the
roing of intsrnations! diplomaty.




