ISRAELI Pnme Minister
Menachem  Bewin's  six-
month-old coaliion gov-
crnment seems in danger of
cracking

It the asling Prime Minister can-
not bring himaelf to concede radi-
cal changes *n hin pobiy on the
occupied West Hank and Palestine
there could be a serous rupture

Sa far Regin has shitted only
shightly his completely
URCOMPIOMIsING  smibons on
these matters Now it scems hikely
only mapw and bawc alternations
will presene the increasngly
fragile state’s polincal alignments

Concessioms imvolang a
“autonomous West Bank ™ a
really only a cosmenic repackaging
of Begins long-standing
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tance that Isracl must retain sec-.

unty control and seitlement nghis
over what hrs gosernment terms
Samana and Judea

“Istand by my principles which
are s well-known | need not
elaborate onthem  Hegin told an
interniewer a few weeks ago

As proof, four new settlements
have heen opened in the Weut
Bank even sinve | gvpan Pres-
dent Sadat's vt

Yet. only a complete shift from
these prinaples towards accep-
tance of the Palestiman “nation-
al” problem — which necesitates
a Palestintan terrntonal homeland
— can make a comprechensine
Mid-east peace ponsibic

Challenge

Waiting in the wings are politi-
cal factions, both in and out of the
current government, which could
combine 1o mount a senious chal-
lenge to Hegin's authonty

“Begin faces a revolt by leading
political frgures 1n and outude his
government if he does not shilt
from his hard-line positions," U8,
News and Werid Report concludes
this month

But whether such an uprising
will actually occur in the coming
few months ix imposible to fore-
cast What can be wad with cer-
tainty 18 that the odds have
increased  dramancally  since
Sadat’'s Jerusalem viut,

Possibiliies of such a develop-
ment are continumng 10 escalate as
the Begn hard liners concentrate
marnly onimaginatine public rela-
tions tetminologs rather than bold
new Palestiman policies

#Inthe past few weeks. not only’
has the opposinon Labour Party
begun a senous re-evaluation of
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y reports fromr Washington:

bring danger
of Israeli split

s former positions, but Begin's
own Foreign Minster, Moshe
Davan, and hix Deputy Prime
Minister, Yigal Yadin, have cauti-
ously  straved  from  Begin's
unviclding postures.

Begn has had 1o reassert con-
trol by publicly manting that all
Dayan's statements are cleared
with him in advance, by reminding
Yadin that he » not one of those
who n allowed to make public
statements on foregn pohicy, and
by ordering a group of Knesset
members ([rom government par-
ties 1o disband a bloc they were
forming 1o press for West Bank
terniional concessions

In short, in Sadat's wake,
unprecedented rethinking s tak-
ing place on the Palestiniany’ and
the West Bank's future by political
sources throughout Israeh society
— everywhere that s except
Begin

“There v wade national consen-
sus for a boldly imaginative peace
policy.” The Jeruralem Post noted
shortly alter Sadat returned from
Fgypt. Yel, the Post added, “the
enisting consensus s currently
being distorted by the predomi-
nance of one relatinely small fac-
tion — Mr Begin's own — in the
shaping of foreign policy.” ’

Press reports in the U.S. have
assessed, but only superficially,
this widening sub-surface sphit
within the Israch establishment.
But what has not been sufficiently
emphasised is that political cur-
rents are creating the possibility
that the core of the Begin ginvern-
ment — the Herut movement
which arose from the Irgun milit-
ary organisation  when  Israel
achieved staichood —  could
become 1otally solated within

months if it sticks 1o aits slightly
amended West Bank and Palesti-
nian notions,

No repackaging of former posi-
uons will do. Only a complete
change in outlook — recognition
that the Palestinian problem is a
national one, nol one of “local
autonomy”” nor one of refugees —
will make possible progress
towards a comprchensive peace
and head off Israel's simmering
political crius.

It1s even becoming feasible that
a totally new coalition could
emerge  uniting the Labour
Algnment, the Democratic
Movement for Change (which
joined the Begin government only
a few months ago) and factions
that went with Begin's Likud
Party to create lIsrael's first
Right-wing, nationalist govern-
menl last June.

Reject

Just last month the respected
Jewish Telegraphic Agency con-
cluded in a special report from
Jerusalem that even a majority of
Begin's cabinet will not accept his
rigid stance for long.

“It is too early to predict
whether Begin will abandon some
of his well-known fundamentalist

*adoctnnes.” JTA stated.

According to observers,” the
report continued, “that depends
on whether he prefers to be
remembered in history as the man
who brought peace to the Middle
Fast by agrecing to compromise

| on the West Bank or as one who
missed a chance for peace by con-
tinuing to advocate the idea of a
*Greater lsrael” Should Begin
choose the latier course, there are
many in his cabinet, probably a

majority, who would withdraw
their support of him.”

Former Foreign Minister Yigal
Allon has been even more bluntin
his predictions.

“Either the Begin government
will have to make a fundamental
change in its policy or the Israch
people will change the composi-
tion of its government,” he stated
some wecks after Sadat’s visit.

“The policy of the Likud gov-
ernment is irrelevant 1o the new
situation which has appeared in
the Middle East... The govern-
ment might miss a historical
opportunity.”

The wadening gulfl on Palest-
nian and West Bank policies has
been clearly illustrated in the
statements of Israeli political per-
sonalities.

In an exclusive Politicks inter-
view opposition Labour Party
leader Shimon Peres, for instance,
has broken from former Labour
attitudes and accepted the basic
concept of *Palestinian national
exisience.”

Yet the Begin government,
though now usually speaking with
somewhat greater sensitivity to
the **Palestinian Arab problem™
(as opposed to the former ter-
minology — “the Arabs of the
Land of lsrael), has been unable to
break from former positions.

This unfortunate reality was
most dramatically spelled out in
another exclusive Politicks inter-
view, this one with the Director-
General of the Isracli Foreign
Ministry, Ephraim Evron, one of
the top government spokesmen
and second only to Dayan at the
Foreign Ministry,

Though Begin and Dayan have
not been as candid as Evion — as

they attempt to get as much
benefit as possible [rom what they
know to be only marginally
altered policies — careful analyss
of thewr stated posinons reseals
that Israel’s goal remains not only
security arrangements for the
West Bank but presention of any
nationalistic forces from gaining
control and asserting inde pendent
economic and poliical policies.

This focus solely on the Palesn-
nian and West Bank questions i
justified because these are the
issues upon which a stable and just
settlement of the Arab-lsraeh’
conflict will eventually pivot.

Proper security arrangements
for Israel are, beyond question, a
necessity — Isracl cannot be
expected to yield major terntonal
and political concessions without
firm demilitarisation agreements,
arms control arrangements, sec-
urity concessions for Israelh forces
and international  guarantees
especially from the U.S.

Yet. some reasonable fulfill-
ment for " Palestman legitimate
rights” 1 abvo an imperative for
any overall settiement.

The Sinai has not really been at
issue and has always been return-
able to Egypt for the nght conces-
sions. The Golan Heights too.
though a tougher securnity prob-
lem. has not been claimed as part
of Eretz Ywisrael and can be com-
promised — the bulk of the ternit-

ory returning o Syrian
sovereignty with a varnety of sec-
urity  arrangements

Aspirations

It is the West Bank and the
small Gaza Strip where more than
a milhon Palestimans live and
where Palestiman aspirations for a
homeland can conceivably be
satisfied which remains the major
block to a settlement.

But as a settlement seems to
draw closer, the debate within
Israel is destined 10 grow fiercer.

But this ferment 15 a most wel-
come and hopeful development.

That Begin's government has
not, as yet, accepted the eventual
necessity of dealing with **Palesti-
nian nationalism’ rather than
“Palestinian Arabs” is under-
standable if not justifiable.

Giving in at this point in his life
and after finally achieving political
Power will be a supreme test of
statesmanship for Begin Neither
Begin nor Sadat are greal men
But Sadat is doing great things
Will Begin rise to the historical
moment? Can he?
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