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Mcnjchcm Brain's six-
month-old ci»jl ituin gt>v. 
crnmciil <̂,•cm̂  in danger of 
cracking 

It rhr Pf imc M intv lc r c a n -

m>i hfinfr himvcM to cofK 'ci lc fidi-

ci»I th . tnKf\ -n ht\ p«»J<t,-\ on i h c 

t »cct ip i r i J \S c*i H j n k j n d ra lcMine 

i b r t c c tH i l J Kc J vf T i in i\ r u p i u r c 

V » f.M Hc » ;m h.^^ vh i t l cd on ly 

\h|thil> f r o m ho. c o m p l d c l y 

unc(wnptomi.>inji |Mn i in »n* o n 

ihcMT m j i i c r x N o * ti \ccm> l ike ly 

onU mii)i>t . ind h i M c a l i c rnat ion% 

p f c - c n c ihc i r K f c i x i n j i l y 

f rag i le x ( j i r ' \ po l i t i ca l a l ' g n m c n i c 

ConcexMonx i n x o U m g an 

" a u l o n o m o u x \S'exi B . i n k " a rc 

r c a l U onic a c o x m c i i c l e p a c k a g i n g 

of B e s m X long x l . inding inxix-

l ance ih.it I x r j c l muxt r e t a i n x c c - . 

u n i v cont ro l and x c i l l c m c n i ngh ix 

oxer vkh.ii hix g o x c m m e n i term* 

S a m a r i d a n d J u d c j 

• I x i a n d h> n n prtncip lex » h i c h 

are M I * c i l - k n o * n I n e e d noi 

etahora ie on I hern. ' B e g i n lo ld an 

in lerx ievacr a f c * * c e k x a^o 

A x proof , four n e » c c i i k - m e n t x 

h a x e h e r n o p e n e d m the W e x i 

B a n k e x e n n o t e I gxpt i . in P r e x i -

dent S . id . i i x x ix i i 

Y c i . onix a c o m p l e t e xhdt f r o m 

i h c x c p r i n c i j ^ c x to* . i i dx a c c e p -

l a m e o l the P. i lcxt in i . in " r u i i o n -

a f p r o h t c m — x x h u h necrxx i i u e t 

a I ' a l cx t in ' .m i c f r i i o n . i t h t>mci jnd 

— can m. ike a comprchertMxe 

M i d - c a x t pe.icc p . »xxiMc 

Challenge 
W a i l i n g in tfic xxingx arc p<'lili-

c a l f j t i i o n x . ho ih tn a m i out of the 

cur rent g o x e m m c n r . xxhich c o u l d 

c o m b i n e to mount a xerunix c h a l ­

lenge to Uegm'x a u l h o n l y 

B e g i n faces a rex o i l hy leading 

pol t i ica) figuTcx in a n d outx idc htx 

g iTxernmeni if he dixex not xh i f i 

f r o m hix h a r d l ine pox i i i onx . " t ' . .S . 

A V i n amJ Hor/rf Hepwi corxdudes 

ih ix m o n t h 

B u t whether xuch an upr i s ing 

w i l l ac lu . i l l x occur in the c o m i n g 

few m o n t h s ix impox ih le to f o r e ­

cast Wh. i t c.in IHT sa id w i t h c e r ­

ta inty I I that the odds haxe 

i n c r e a s e d d r a m . i l i c a l l y « i n c e 

S a d a t ' s J e r u s a l e m xix i t . 

Pixxx ibi l i i tct of such a d e v e l o p ­

ment are c o n t i n u i n g to esca late as 

the B c c m ' ' . i rd l i n r r x concent ra te 

n u m l ) o i l i i i i r fg i iu i i xc pi iht ic i c l a -

l i n n s i c fmino logx rather t h a n hi t id 

new P a l e s t i n i a n po l ic ies 

f In the p ixt few w e e k s , not on l y 

hn the op[x<»Mtion L a b o u r P a r t y 

begun a ser ious re e v a l u a t i o n of 

Peace moves 
bring danger 

of Israeli split 
I ts f o rmer p<*xitionx. but B e g i n ' i 

o w n l o t e i g n M i n i s t e r , Moxhe 

D a x a n . a n d h is D c p u i v P r i m e 

M i n i s t e r . V i g a l V a d i n . haxe c a u i i -

ouslx xt r . ixed f r o m B e g i n s 

u n x i r l d i n g postures 

B e g i n h.ss h a d to reassert c o n ­

t ro l bs p u b l i d v tnsixt ing that al l 

D a s a n s s ta tements are c l e a r e d 

w i th h im in a d x a m c . hy i c m m d i n g 

Y a d t n that he ts not O T K of lhs»se 

w h o I S a l l o w e d to m a k e publ ic 

s ta tements on fore ign psxlicy. a n d 

b> o r d e t i n g a group of K n e s s e t 

m e m b e r s f r o m g m e r n m e n l p a r ­

l ies to d isband a N o c they were 

f . i rming to press for West B a n k 

terr i ton .T l concess ions 

In shor t , in S a d a t ' s w a k e , 

u n p r e c e d e n t e d r e i h i n k m g is t a k ­

ing place on the Pa lest in ians" a n d 

I h c West B. ink s f u i u r e h s po l i t i ca l 

v i u i c c s throughout I s r a e l i society 

— e x e r y w h e r e t h a i is except 

B e g i n 

" 1 here is w ide n a t i o n a l c o n s e n ­

sus fur a ho ld l ) i rn . ig ina l ise peace 

policy ."• r*» Jerutaltm Post noted 

shor t l y a f ter Sadat r e t u r n e d f r o m 

E g y p t Y e t . the P o i f a d d e d , " t h e 

ex i s t ing c o n s e n s u s is c u r r e n t l y 

be ing d is to r ted by the p r e d o m i ­

nance of one rc l . i t i xc l y s m a l l f a c ­

t ion — M r B e g i n s o w n — in the 

shap ing of foreign p o l i c y . " » 

P r e s s repor ts in the U . S . have'* 

assessed , but only super f i c ia l l y , 

this w i d e n i n g s u b - s u r f a c e sph i 

Within the I s r a e l i e s t a b l i s h m e n t . 

B u t what has not been suf f i c ten l l y 

e m p h a s i s e d is that p« ) l i l tca l c u r ­

rents are c r e a i m c the possibi l i ty 

t h a i the c o r e of I h c B e g i n g o s c r n - • 

m c n i — the H e r u i m o v e m e n t 

w h i c h arose f r o m the I rgun m i l i t ­

ary o rgan isa t ion w h e n I s r a e l 

a c h i c x e d s la iehtHKi — cxxuld 

b e c o m e total ly iso lated t v i ihm 

m o n t h s if it s t i cks t o its s l ight ly 

amcrH led West B a n k a n d P a l c s i i -

m a n not ions . 

N o repackag ing of f o r m e r p o s i ­

t ions w i l l do. O n l y a c o m p l e t e 

change in out look — recogn i t ion 

that the Pa les t in ian p r o b l e m is a 

n a t m n a l o n e . fK i l one of " l o c a l 

a u t o n o m y " nor one of re fugees — 

w i l l m a k e poss ib le progress 

t o w a r d s a c o m p r e h e n s i v e peace 

a n d h e a d of f I s r a e f s s i m m e r i n g 

po l i t i ca l c r i s i s . 

It IS e v e n becoming feasible that 

a tota l ly new coa l i t i on c o u l d 

e m e r g e un i t ing the L a b o u r 

A l i g n m e n t , the D e m o c r a t i c 

M o x c m c n t for C h a n g e ( w h i c h 

j o i r K d the B e g i n government on l y 

a few m o n t h s a g o ) a n d fac t ions 

tha i went wi th B e g i n s L i k u d 

P a r t y to a c a l e I s r a e r s f i rst 

R i g h t - w i n g , nat iona l is t g o v e m -

mof i l last J u n e . 

Reject 
Just last m o n t h the r e s p e c t e d 

J e w i s h T e l e g r a p h i c A g e n c y c o n ­

c l u d e d in a spec ia l report f r o m 

J e r u s a l e m that e v e n a m a j o r i t y of 

B e g i n s cabinet w i l l not accept his 

r ig id s tance for l ong . 

" I t is too e a r l y to pred ic t 

w h e t h e r B e g i n w i l l a b a n d o n s o n w 

of h is w e l l - k n o w n furKfamenta l is t 

> d o c t r i n e s . " J T A s ta ted . 

A c c o r d i n g to o b s e r v e r s , " the 

report c o n t i n u e d , " t h a t dep>ends 

o n w h e t h e r he p r e f e r s to be 

r e m e m b e r e d in history' as the m a n 

w h o brought peace to the M i d d l e 

F a s t by agreeing to c o m p r o m i s e 

o n the W e s t B a n k or as one w h o 

m i s s e d a chance fo r peace by c o n ­

t i n u i n g to advocate the idea of a 

•Greater Is rae l . " S h o u l d B e g i n 

ctwxjsc the lat ter c o u n e . there a r c 

m a n y in his c a b i n e t , p r o b a b l y a 

m a j o r i t y , w h o w o u l d w i t h d r a w 

the i r support of h i m . " 

F o r m e r F o r e i g n M in i s te r Y i g a l 

A l l e n h a s been e v e n more b lunt in 

his p red ic t ions . 

" E i t h e r the B e g i n government 

w i l l h a v e to m a k e a ( u n d a m e n t a i 

change in its p d i c y or (he I s r a e l i 

people w i l l change the c o m p o s i ­

t ion of its g o v e r n m e n t . " he s ta ted 

some w e e k s af ter S a d a t ' s v is i t . 

" T h e pol icy o f the L i k u d gov­

e r n m e n t is i r r e l e v a n t to the new 

s i t u a t i o n w h i c h h a s a p p e a r e d in 

the M i d d l e E a s t . . . T h e g o v e r n ­

ment might miss a h i s i o n c a l 

o p p o r t u n i t y . " 

T h e w i d e n i n g gu l f on P a l e s t i ­

n ian a n d West B a n k p o l i a c s has 

b e e n c l e a r l y i l l us t ra ted in the 

s t a t e m e n t s of I s r a e l i po l i t i ca l per ­

sona l i t i es . 

I n a n e x c l u s i v e PoUtida i n te r ­

v i e w oppos i t ion L a b o u r P a r t y 

l e a d e r S h i m o n P e r e s , for ins tance , 

h a s b r o k e n f r o m f o r m e r L a b o u r 

a t t i tudes a n d a c c e p t e d the baste 

concept o f " P a l e s t i n i a n nat iona l 

e x i s t e n c e . " 

Y e t the B e g i n g o v e r n m e n t , 

though n o w usual l y s p e a k i n g w i th 

s o m e w h a t greater sens i t iv i ty to 

I h c " P a l e s t i n i a n A r a b p r o b l e m " 

( a s o p p o s e d to the f o r m e r t e r ­

m i n o l o g y — " t h e A r a b s o f the 

L a n d of I s r a e l ) , has been unab le to 

b r e a k f r o m f o r m e r pos i t ions . 

T h i s un fo r tunate real i ty w a s 

most d r a m a t i c a l l y spe l led out in 

a n o t h e r e x c l u s i v e PotUicks i n te r ­

v i e w , th is one w i t h the D i r e c t o r -

G e n e r a l o f the I s r a e l i F o r e i g n 

M i n i s t r y , E p h r a i m E v r o o . one of 

the top g o v e r n m e n t s p o k e s m e n 

a n d s e c o n d on ly to D a y a n a t the 

F o r e i g n M i n i s t r y . 

T h o u g h B e g i n a n d D a y a n have 

not been as c a n d i d as E v r o n — as 

ibey a n e m p t to get as m u c h 

benefit as possible I m m xxhi i ibex 

k n t i * to he only m j i ^ n . i l l x 

a l te red po l ic ies — c a r e f u l analxs is 

of I h c i r stated pos i i i ons r c x c j K 

that I s r a e l ' s go.il r e m a i n s not onU 

secur i ty ar ran^rcmcnts for the 

West B a n k but p t e x e n i i o n of anx 

na i tonal tx i tc forces f r o m gaintnii 

cont ro l a n d assert ing independent 

e c o n o m i c a n d poi i t ic . i l ( » o l i o c s . 

T h i s f i K u s solelx o n the Palcst i 

n ian a n d West B a n k quest ions is 

j u s t i f i e d because these ate the 

issues u p o n s x h i c h a stable and )usi 

se t t lement of the A r a b - I s r a e l i 

conf l ict w i l l e v e n t u a l l y pixot 

P r o p e r secur i ty a r r a n g e m e n t s 

for I s r a e l a r e , b e y o n d quest ion , a 

f K c e s s i l y — I s r a e l cannot be 

e x p e c t e d to y ie ld m a j o r t e r n i o n a l 

a n d po l i t i ca l co rKCss ions wi thout 

firm d e m t l i l a r i s a t i o n agreements , 

a r m s c o n t r o l a r r a n g e m e n t s , sec ­

ur i ty concess ions for I s rae l i forces 

a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l guarantees 

e s p e a a l l y f r o m I h c V S 

Y e t . s o m e r c a v m a b l e f u i n i l -

ment for " P a t c M i m a n legi t imate 

r ights" »s also an i m p e r a t i x c for 

any o v e r a l l set t lement 

T h e S i n a i has not rca l l x been at 

issue a n d has .ilxxaxs been r e t u r n ­

able to F.gypt for the r ight conces ­

s ions . T h e G o l a n He ights t t x i , 

though a tougher secur i ty p rob ­

l e m , has not been c l a i m e d as p a n 

of F r c t z Y i s r a e l a n d c a n be c o m ­

p r o m i s e d — the bu lk of the terr i t ­

ory re tu rn ing to S y r i a n 

sove re ign l y wi th a v a r i e t y of sec ­

ur i ty a r r a n g e m e n t s 

Aspirations 

It i s the Wext B a n k and the 

smal l G a / a S t r i p w h c r c more than 

a m i l l i o n P a l e s t i n i a n s hxe and 

w h e r e P a l e s t i n i a n a s p i r a i i n n s for .i 

ho fnc l . ind can c o n c e i x a b U be 

sat is f ied w h i c h r e m a i n s the ma jo r 

b lock to • s e t t l e m e n t . 

B u t as a set t lement seems to 

d r a w d o s e r . the debate w i t h i n 

I s r a e l is dest ined to grow fiercer 

B u t th i s fe rment rs a most w e l ­

c o m e a n d hopefu l d e v e l o p m e n t . 

T h a t B e g i n ' s g o v e r n m e n t has 

not . as y e t . accepted the eventua l 

necess i t y of dea l ing w i t h " P a l e s t i ­

n ian n a t i o n a l i s m " ra ther than 

" P a l e s t i n i a n A r a b s ' is u n d c r -

s u n d a b l c i f not j u s t i f i a b l e 

G i v i n g i n at this po in t m his l i fe 

a n d af ter f inal lx a c h i e v i n g pol i t ical 

j i o w c r m i i be a l u p T c m e test ot 

s t a t e s m a n s h i p for B e g i n Ne i ther 

B e g i n nor Sadat a r c great m e n . 

B u i S a d a t is doing great things 

W i l l B e g i n rrse to the h i s t o n c a ! 

m o m e n t ' ' C a n he"* 
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