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By MAHRK A BRUZONSKY

66 PIMPLE ON THE FACE of
% progress” Is' hew  Joseph
Churha has deseribed his hnage in
the-eves of his Pentigon colleagues
who booted him out. Chiurba’s job as
a specisl adviser w US Alr Fores jnc
telligence was abruptly - terminated
about a vear ago after Churba pubs
licly  castigated - General - George
Brown of the Joint Chiefs of Staff for
his widelv-reported view that Israel
is 8 “burden “Dangerously e
sponsibile,” Churba Pared.”

Bitterly lvoking back, Churba re-
cently remarked in & magaiine inter-
view that' Brown got bim. “got the
dissenter, the fellow who was fight-
ing the Arabists in Stute. Defense
and CIA” With The 'Polilics of e~
Jeat. Churba strikes hack. “The pur
pose uf This book." he asserts, is ™o
hhiight the dangers inherent.in the
defeatist idea that Bsrael constitutes a
‘brden’”

Sinree his forced exit from the Pen:
tagon, Churba has taken ap the cauye
busving himsell with: op-eds, feiters
W the editor and preparation of this
disgused polemic. Under the Ruise

MARK A BRUZONSKY is an associ

ate editor of  Worldview nmagazine
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of scholarship. and always with ihe
hint-of having had access to classi
fied “materiais, Churba's effort is
hasicslly an undocumented personal
essay on Middle Fast history and con-
temporary Mididle Fast tensions,
Churby's messuges 4 not lus mo-
fivationst are . straightforwasd
enough: The Soviet Union seeks to
domingle - the  Middie  East - and
weaken the West; Israel I8 2 crucial

- asset of “paraiount strategic value”

to the U.S; and the entire American
approach to.1he Arabdsrachi conflict
g mispuided. US. determinativa to
bring about & comprehensive Arab-
Isrueli - settlement is seriously  wea-
kening Israel and increasing the erg-
sieh of American strategle interests
throughout the area, according to
Churba, |

Rather than seeking to bultress
the US. Middle East position by de
facto ailiances with Egypt and Saudi
Arabiy, Churba writes that the US
“must finally recogruze . . that the
plilars for stability in the region sre
Turkey, fran and @ secure
Israel . .. bolstered by the fostering

- of & strongly independent Christian

Lebanon.”

According W Churba, only by 1o~
tally reversing our current politics of
defeat and asserting our patonal v
terest in the Middie East in the face
of Soviel designs” can American se-
curity interests be schieved.

As a strategic snalysis, which the
suthor contindally takes credit for,
-The Politics of Defeat 18 something
af a framl Av best, the book is his-
torical - interpretation colored by

< devotion 1o lsrael and near-parancid

| American Middle East poiicy, inter-

antbboviet impulses,
Ax an slernative view concerning

vy

e

ests and strategy, Churba’s ook mer-
its consideration-but on the whule
it Jacks  persunsiveness, Too -many
propositions are considered selfevi-
dent. For example, his assumptions
that a Palostitiian state on the Woey
Bank would necessarily result in a
“blood bath,” be “a launching pad
against Jordan, Saudi Arabla and the
oil emirates” us well as Israel, and
“would create . .. the very condi

tions for our final demise as & power’

of consequence in’ the repion” are
highly conjectural and hardly as seif-
evident as Churba insists

Furthermore, Churba's surety that
the notion of “Palestinian rights” is
“one of the fullacfes of this tragic
conflict” appears 1o be one of 4 num-
ber of delusions possibly inspired by
those who have aided him with his
writing. "First and foremost” in his
acknuwledgments - Churba - thanks
Aaron David Rosenhaum, director of
research for the Americanlseael
Public Atfairs Committee tn” Washe
ington and known as one of the most
fervent believers within the Ameri
can Jewish community in the neces-
sity for israeli retention of most of
the orcupled territories.

Maoreover, there may be an ¢le.
ment of deception involved with this
hook-essay. Churba is quick (o state
his purpose. in’ writlog "t demon:
strate that the vitality of Israel s orw
cial to the United States and that the
United States must therefore cate:
gorieally comumit fiself 1o the defoense
and preservation of that nation.” But
Churba completely fails to note his
personal - background and  bixses
which may He behind bis motiva:
tions,

Ten years ago, shortly after com-
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tiustealion by Peter Mikelbunk

Controversial Critique of Middle East Policy

pleting his PhuD. an Middle East stud-
ies at Columbia, Churba wrote ‘an-
other - book: ‘The Jewish Stake in
Vietnant. W was coauthored by
Rabbi Meir Kahane. founder of the
Jewish Défense eague, with whom
Churba ‘was working to establish &
“duly -Fourth Movement™ 10 quell
sertiment against. U8 involvement
inVietnam,

1 was General George Keegan who
brought Churba, under fus peronal
spopstrsiup, o the . Peatasmy ol
kept. i thiore 88 eritivisngof
Churba’s atttude andideas  moun:
ted. This is the samwe General Kvegan
who retived earior thiy year and his
since joined Churba inthe crogude to
reignite the cold war using ivrael ag
“the single key to balanving Soviet
imiperiaiism - in the Mediterranean.”
{Keegan's most recent outburst canie
last month by an interview with the
conservative weekly Human Events.
In & miclear war, the General stated,

- the Boviets “would probably suifer

no more. than four or five million {a:
tajities to our 100 miflion.™

o The Polities of Defeat s a4 broad
side agawnst the entire Carfer Adiin
istration - game-plan - in  the  Middie
East, 1 is sure 16 be entisted in-the
political - warfire which most e
cently erupted over the joint Amery
cmpSoviet Maddle Baststatemont.

At the annual convention last A
gust of the Ameriean Political Sep
ence Association, Professor John G
Stoessinger, also a dedicated friend
of Israel, admitted that it ix becom-
ing increasingly difficull to make a
solid strategic case for Amnerican sup
port of Israel.” Joseph Churba's essay

*ia proof “of “how difficult the task
really is. [




