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Palesfzne T he Uﬁavozdable Issuc

’Iﬂ the I:dit(}r

reyour otherwise exce ient edztomal
on “israel's Dilemma’ (May 11} vou
indicated that a ‘“direct clash between
Washington and Jerusalem” on the is-
sue of settlements i in.the’ eccspxed ter+
ritories “is bound fo occur, whérever
Israel and Jordan move into the nego-
tiation precéss on the futaré Gf the
W{*St Bankro ot

Sus‘@!y this “referen‘cc to Jordtm and
the ‘West Bank containéd camethmg of
an aversight eqpectaliy in v;ew ef pagt
‘}‘xmes editorialg
: hsie Jorc{an may stzii havc same
%‘me 1o piay in brmgmg abm}t a new
Middle East status quo, today the
Paiestzman Arab factor is teal and can
1o ienges he’ imked solely with ' the
futire’ of Jordan,’ ’I‘he ‘national rxghts
of thé  Palestinian Arab peapIe ‘are
both internationally récognized ~and
Aistorically - valid—more histotically

valid in fact than the right -of Hasliem-
;te King Husseln ‘to rule on the east
han%« of the Jordan.

- Consequently, while Americans cau-

tion the Government of Israel ‘to halt’

settleme*zm i tie ‘gecupied territories
and to formulate a ‘reasonable, c0m~
prehm‘fsiw peace ;mtzative, it is im:
perative  not to mislead fsraelis 1o
think that mey can continue to avold
the  Palestinian pmhiemm{me which
State Depamnent sp(}kesman Harold
Saunders, aféw months ago- termed
“the heart of the conflict.”

infact, a receni Foreign Policy As-
sacsamon opmmn pal‘i indicates that
“ambng part;mpaatg in F.P.A’s “Great
Decistons”
mfvmatmna; affairs slite) better than
ihree to one favor-the “nght of Pal-
esimmn Arabs to'an
state” And within Israel a new com-
Cfitide heacied by a former’ ‘Secretary
Geheral of the dominant Labor party,
Lova Eliav, has jssued a smkmg mani.
festo f:ff;rmmg w That this is'the home-
land. of its two peoples—the people of
Israel and the Palestinian Arab people”
and ““That  the establishment of - a
Fa%eﬂim;aa ‘Arab statd aicng%;de the

program {aémft{e{ﬂy an’

mdependeﬂt}

State of Isract should be the vutcome
of ‘negotiations . Uwithoat refusing
negotiations willy the Palestine Libera-
tion - Organization.on - the basis of
-mutual recognition.” Even Israel’s most
respected - Arabist, Yehoshafat Harkahi,
“has recentiy broken with-Hié paratyzed
policies of the Rabin government in:
dicating - that “the only obviocus  Pal:
estinian body now iz the P.L.OY
There will be no stable peoce in the
Middle East if attemipis o aveid Pal-
estinfan nationalismy continue. Con-
sequently the future of the West Bank
(andGaza Stripy. can not be s{;ieiy
determmed by:Israci and Jordan
o o MARK A izw?m’@xy
Washinglon, May 25,1978
The writer- contribules: « wéz;mn in
a-publication of “Breira. " a New York
based-organization thot guestipns cer-
tain Israeii policies.
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