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Ending the Stalemate

By Stephen S. Rosenfeld

‘\ TASHINGTON — Eleclion-yoar

drag nobwithstanding, is there
sueh s ihlng s s U800 Mideast
poliey slmesd not ab stalemste but
at settlement—a policy carrying

enocugh Cburesueratic’ hirust and

popular consensus o be pul inio
sifect after the sleclion; H pot
bl g?

Plainly, the Israell government
nopes not. Prime Minisler Habin
has mads no gecrel of his judeg-
ment ihat Israels best bel 5 1o
nang onountil 1997 and then cope
as well a8 possible, One does not

Shave to o suspect he ds o omersly
howing 1o fleree Isrsell domesiio:

political pressures. Given contin-
ued Arab anwillingness o make
the  kind of commilmenis o
pence thal could ease Israell anx-
feliss, thers ls good reason for
Israel Just 1o try o tough i oub.

I think, bowever, thai there is
such s thing s & US seitlemént

“opoliey, and ihat the Israclls are

giing to have w deal with il
sooner or laler, reluciant as ithey
gnd many of ‘thelr US. Jewish
supporters may be 2& g up o
the fact,

“Basic Equation
Everybady knows the basie squa-~
tion of such g settiement polley!

Jterritory for pesce; Ibsurimced 53

ihe Rogers Plan g 1870, as ihe
Brookings §§$§§§§i§§§ :{ﬁ;ﬁ{éi‘% & few
months ggo. <

Indeed, sccording to Mark Bru-
zonsky, . percepiive youngy Wash-
fpbon writer who yead o the
Edward Sheehan article in Forelen
Policy closer than Lhe rest ol us,

he  United Stales was hesding
toward publie statement of ihat
pasie equation In His  Mideast

geiting nll the pressure 2&3&;;5{3%

T opton 1, withoub the benefil

of an arilcuisied overall poliey 10
‘challenge ™

Same Conditions

Wouid the pan slecied presis
dgoenlo next - MHovember deelde 1o
Fevive thab "unbion 7 Uertaling
the zame  obhlective conditlons—
the oll-gwollen US economic and
political Cinterest dn 0 e Areb
world, the higher 32 billlonw
yeary post~1578 cost of supporting
Isrgel, the Interest in BovielU S
détente—will be thers presing on
any pew president. Bo will be
many of the ol bursbuerats, It
is wrong o ihink thal oniyow
Hepublican president, and only &
weeretary of sinte of o opurticulsr
sort, would chooss or b compelied
tooaddress such conditions.

Inopiy view, thers s yeally only
one way Tsracl o fanooguin sbne
assurance that the Unitad Siates
won't continue Jeaning anit—n
the name of & setilement plen
whether epuncianted openly or Bot
—ig make concessions ip desplv
fears to make. Thabds of £ou Si:‘
for Isrnel o procialsy the e
$towill vield up for peave gi;& UL
that basls seek 1o enlisy US sup-
port - for ils plan

I think that Israel §s much
mere Hkely to regain and hold the
firm Jong-term s US: support It
desperalely needs by laking e
indtistive—~on the Palestinda s
well g8 on o ferrilory —ihan o by
sticking in the cramped shrinking
bargaining posture dwt the Habin
government currently s in. Thul
is the way Israel can best ot he
United  States o demand eon-
{isséggs froni Arabs ws o well oas

“reassessment’ jastoyear,

To geb around  the expected
opposition; Sheehan wrote, “Kis-
singer's advisers envisioned Ford
going  to the Amerlcan people
Loopleading o the o negessily for
Israell “withdrawal In . exchange
for the o strongest guaraniess”
But the May pro-Isracl letier of
76 senators  kiiled that oplion
Kissinger decided,  pocording to
Sheelian, to put'off ihat oplion to
“some fulure time when the Pres-
Kient iz stronger, when bis pros-

Cpoets greomore susplelous. Y

Bruzonsky writing in Inter-
chamge, nopublicslion of 5 small
US  Jewish group ealled Brelra
failerpatlvel adds:

“The jeiler from the 76 sena-

tors may well prove bo have been
& mUSaKE, Wil b siopped he
verbal srilegistion of  Americn's
conceplion - of & BMigals East

yence, o ithe confusion of sverys

one, 1L gla not stop its impleniens
fallon. In fact the letler may

have made L easier for Kissinger

snce b prevents Israell sunporls

ers from challenging the funda~

mentals ol Ameriean o poliey,;

Iorcing them 1o focus on Lhe 30w
and sublle maniiestations of pres-

Fire which ?gﬁ*sg i:szs;; §§‘{§§ §§§§

A selves ILois, i you will the
way lo put ihe %ﬁsﬁmé gnothe
Arabs’ back.

Moral F gfi'%}i‘fii

Tramonot talking sirietiy about
moral factors, although the mo-
rality that Americans porcelve In
sraell policy s ol lremendous
imporiance w e nation ke Israch
which seeks US. support on Lhe
basls of & presumed moral stend.
Being a vigorous working depoc-
racy, which - Israel i s one
aapeet ol this cstand) Trealing
the Palestinlang fadrly, ¥ and 85
they . treat lsrael fainly, o n
second aspect,

Hut one must acknowledps as
well the realpolitic of the situa~
Yo As longoas Israal s not
secry 1o be faking advantege of all
the avenues Lo peace pussibly open
to it then the breadihiand depth
of ihe US. commitment are
bound bo erode. Israel and many
UB Jews might Hke o see the
United States aecept Isrpel 58 s
symbol Cof CAmerican s slendinsts
nesy,” ol James o Schiesinger's
words, U Buy o fzraells Cwoull o obe
foolish o think ihar “American
steadfastness™ will Be mobilindg

regardless of what Ex&i{% does o
SR T




